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WOMAN AND MORMONISM. ““What have you to -ay atout the | do with the wives? A gentleman| I belisved inthe powerof Congress| West Virginia, (100 United Blaty

THE HEARTY BELIEF IN POLYGAMY
THAT 1S HELD BY A FEMALE PHY-
BICIAN, THE WIDOW OF A MON-
CGAMIET.

Mrs. Dr. Ellen B. Ferguson, of
Salt Lake City, who was for many
years a practising phyeiclan in Utah
Territory, is at present-living in
Brooklyn for the purpose of atiend-
ing surgical lectures. A World re.

er yesterday sfternoon had a

g conversation with her in regard

to her experiences among ithe Mor-
mons, an her views and opinions
in reference to them as a people, a
Chuich and & community. Mrs
Ferguson is an enthusiastic believer
in all the tencts and practices of the
Mormons. In regard to her early
history, Mra. Fuge:son said: “My
husband and [ became convinced of
the truth of Mormonism by reading
the books publish«d by the Church
and hesring their Elders preach, 1
became ronvinced that they had the
truth more than any other body of
Christians that [ cver met. Shortly
befo:e the death of President Young,
and at his request,we removed to Salt
Lake City, where I practiced medi-
cine and taught music. For two
years I was Director of the Consera-
of Music, About & year and a
magu I Jost one of my little chile
dren, and my husbsnd died, and six
mouths ago I came East. I ¢hall re-
turn in abaut t#o weeks to Ealt

determined to sland by

dispatch from BSalt Lake City an-
nouncing that in theclosing s
es of the legislature, which adjourn-
edon Friday evening, there was a
tacit r nition of the fact that
the dsy of polygamous legislation
was forever passed?”’

“The papers I get from S:lt Lake

City do not indicate any :uch feel-
ing as that thore. | bDave never
r-ad rin. e I have been here a single
tine etatem-nt in the pape:s here
of our position or of our practic:s,
They seem unwilling to publish
anything from our people. The
clergy here scem (0 be united to
manufacture a publioc opinicon
a.ainst us, so as fo 'mfluence (Con-
gre-8 to oppr.esive and unconstitu-
tionsl Jegi-lation. But iv my soclal
and professional intercourse with all
sorts of people in New York I have
found that a truthful stateent by
me of our beliefs and position re-
veals to them the fact tuat they
have be«n mis ed by constant ws-
re;resentation- and missta ements
of facts by our opponents,”’
“Whatis goiug to be the result
of all this agiation?”
“I'hat is a question wlich will re-
guire a wiser head than mine to an-
swer. Of one thing, vowever, Il am
guite ceriain, and wbat is tbav one
result wiill be to more firmly unite
us 88 8 ple ang make ns more
our prineis
ples. We have always been loyal to
the flag aud the Counstitution, aud
we Lake our stavuon t.e ¢ .n-tita-
tional gunranices of religious liber-
t‘?‘ﬂ'

Lake City.”

¢“Have your opiniens in regard to
Mormonism undergone any
change?”

¢Not in the least, unless it is that
I am more than ever impressed |
with a belief in the truth of the doc-
trines of the Church, and that the
revelations of the Gospel given b,
Joseph BSmith, and continued by
God, through those who have had
the i’midancy of the Church, are
true. I believe these things with
all my heart, and I have testimory
of my own that they are true.”

¢«What is the general condition of | pa

women in Utak?”

¢ have found in Utah a society
that is rer and more e evated

than tlmtplI' have ever met with in
any other commuvzity. Our women
are earnest and God-fearing, and
desirous of prowoting everything)
that will tend to elevate both men
and woman. Weare not slaves as
Dr. Newman and others have re-|
presented us to be. We think for
ourselves and f.rm our own opin-
jong independently of anpylhing
anybody may tell us., What we do
and what we believe is from the
conviction that it is right. We have
the right of franchice, and we vote
according to our own opinions and
judgments, and I do not know of
any ins:ance whele a woman has|
been coerced to voie contrary to her
judgment."” _

¢«\What about the domestic rela-
lations of your people?”

I am not personally interested
in that question, having never my-
self been 8 member of a polygam-
ous family, but I know of it from
intimate assoclation, both profes-
sionally and socially, with those who
are living in that relation. The
proportion of these who at the pre-
gent time practise plural marriage
is only about one-tenth of the popu-
lation. They all belleve in it, but
it is optional with them whetheror
not they practize it. No one is forc-
ed to practise polygamy. My ex-
perience with those who are livieg
in that relationsbip is that it c.n-
duces to the physical, moral and
spiritual elevation of the huwan
family. In reference to domettic
happiness, of course there is more
or 1-ss of wrangling and disagree
ment in all families, owing to dif-
tferences in temperament; but taking
thesame pumber of {amilies, I fina
no more, but rather 1l :s, want of
harmony among families living as
polygamists than -among tho-e of
monogamists, There 18 perfec:
mutual confidence between the
husoand and hia wives, whichisa
state of aftars I hardly think ex-
jsts in any community outside cf
Utah.”

«Has there been, or is there now |
going on, any change in Utah in
regard to this particular docirine?”

¢ 'here has been no change in
the opinions of the people.
course, Cougress may
prohibit us the practise of our prin-
ciples, but I do not believe there wii
ever be any charge in the opinions
of our people. 1 do not believe
GOd Wili ¢h 'LIISE-

this re-elation for our gcod, and our
people will stand by their principles
to the end, it i3 really a matter
that Congress has mothing to do

send an ar

O! | eons in the Territory to wish for an
pass laws to|

He has given us|

“Will the Mormon- leave Utah?”
“Leave? Where wou d they go?
¢“Will they resist the enfor. ement
of lezi:lation againgt them?”
“‘Suppose the United States should
to drive the people of
New York from their homes., Would
they resist. We own cur houwes,
and have bought and y.aid for them.,
They may driveus out or murder us
in cold bl.od, but if they do they
will only get a mass of ruins for their
ing, [ for one wou!d burn every-
thing [ have be ore It should fall
into th+ bands of the United States
autho:ities. Resistance on our part
is Just what the United BStates au-
thorities in Utah want, They are
desirous of getting their hanus on
the funds of the Tesritory, which
have thus far been administered
honestly by the Mormon authorities,
The men in business there—out
siders, I mean—do not desire this
agitation. They deprecate it. The
iive on good terms with our people
and are satisfied.”

‘‘What are the educational facili-

| ties of the Territory?”

‘““We have districtschool: in every
wsrd in the cities and in every set-
tlement, We have three high
schoola~—the University of Deseret,
the Brigham Young School at Provo
and the Logan Academy in the
northern part of the Territory.
These are all excellent echools, in
whieh puapils have been prepared
to pass examinations at West Point,
at the Polytechnic Bc¢keol in Troy,
and at the School of Mines, where
they have graduated with high ho-
HHIB-’J
“How In regard to the i1ights of
property.”
“{'he rights of property in Utah
are just as gacred and absolute as
they are here, My house belongs to
me, and I did not buy it from the
church either. Properity is bought
and sold there just the ~ame as any-
where else, and titles descen! in the
same way. 1 heard Dr, Newman
lecture on Mormonism. He said
that Presideot Taylor was the rich.
est man in the world because he
owned all the property in the Te'ri-
tory. Now, he knew that was [alse
when he sald it. The real animus
of Dr., Newman’s hostility comes
from his discussion with Elder Pra t,
in 81Jt Lake City, in which he was
erribly worsled, and ever since tuat
he has throought it 2 1eligious duty to
lJie about us, But the key note to
his whole position is to be found in
his prayer, in which he said: ‘O
Lord, we want to redeem those fer-
tile vileys and rich mines!” Yes,
tbat is just what they want.”

“How do the women of Utah look
upon this proposed legislation of
Congress?”

“The women are the very last per-

not be for their benefit, but to their
serious detriment, It would break
up their faaily ties, separate them
from their busbands, whom they
love dearly,and leave them and
th+ir children unprotected and un-
cared for.”

‘“But Congress proposes to legiti-

with, a8 itis with us a pecualiarl
religious sacrament and crdinance,”

matize the children b.rn in’ poly-
gamy down to a‘¢ertain time,”

¥ | other Church lap

said to me not long ago: “I marsied
three wives years sgo before any leg-
jslation on the subject by Congress
was ever thought of, 1 have sons
and daughters grown up, Do you
ruppose they would etand quletly by
and see me turn their mothers out
of doors? I have treated sll my
wives uniformly well, lived happily
with them, each in their own
house, and have violated no law,’
And thatis the universal sentiment
among our people.””

“Is it customary for men with
soveral wives to furnish each wife
wilh a rcparate house?”’

“If thev are able they do fo some-
times; but I have known three or
four wonen living happily io one
house. Bp-aking of women’s rights
in Utah, it has been asse ted that
women vole at any age and with-
out natura':zation,provided tLey are
married, That is false. A woman
must be 21 years of rge aud natur-
al zed, unlees ghe is native-born or
the daughter of a naturalized citi-
z2n, no matter whether she is mar-
ried or not, before gshe can vo'e. she
must a'so gain » residence by living
ore year in the Territory, six
months in the county and three
months in the preeinct before she is
entitled to the franchis-, The
ballot is absolutely free from
dictation of any sort, so far
as the Chureh is concerned.
The (jprinciple of our form
o’ government is that the majority
shall rule. Th- minoriiy in U:ah
are not willing to concede this. They
want tv control the whbole Territori-
all civil government. Injconclusion
iet me say Oue thing more, Our
women have been p.inted to the
world as degraied creatures, flt sub-
jects for the prayers and sympathies
of all the virtous women in Chris-
‘endom. N 'w, I cocslder myself
fair specimen of the women of Utah,
and if anybody can see anytuin
aegraded about me 1 £h uld like to
have him or her -ocuse me. When
I came East I inte.ved to lecture,
but have b:en unable to do 80 be-
cauge [ could not get & place unless
[ hired a bigh priced hal'y whieh 1
wasn table to d'. 1 even asked
H nry Ward Beecher for his lectu e-
roon, telling him the e was another
8 de to Mormonism besides Lhe one he
had veen in the habit of looking at
His 1e-]ly was: ‘Th:nk God, I never
saw but one side, and I do not want
to!” Permission to lecture iu his pul- |

o

1

to Jegislate directly for the Territo-
ries of the Union, subject to the
Constitution of the United BStates,
Congress holds them as property for
eale and as a domam for col.niza-
tion in trust for the common 2nd
equal bea fit of the United States
aud the people of each and all of
tbem. It.an pa:s vo l.w contrary
to this trust nor contrary
terms of jimitati.n on its power
prescribed by the Constitution.
fhat Constitution follows each
colonist {0 his new home in the
Territory and shiclds him from ar-
bitrary power by whomsoever ex-

ercired, whether by the direct ac.|P€

tion of Congress or of the ter:it rial
g vernwent to which Congress may
Jelegate the g verning au hority,
['he citizen in the territor,, !ike th-
citizen in the BSlate, is protected
agam-t all laws which are not
““made in pursuance of the Consiitu-
tion.”

I believe that the fifth and eighth
sections of this bill are violationLs of
the Constitutou, and I therefore
cannot vote for it, They wviolaie it
in fundamental mat-ers, which, if
allowe! in an eflort to extirpate
this enormous «vil, will be a prece-
dent for pas-ion and prejudice to
use the same evil where no r.al evil
existe. Every provision of this bill,
aimedat polygamy, and the other
off-nscs named in it for their pun-

|

to tha1

Repor.s, 363), the Buprems (
says, in’upeak'lug of jury trial, Vi
“The constitution of Juries is & very

tial of the protection such a e,
tmf“ﬁﬂmmmm Tho veryle ¢

-

"‘I‘L
18
SoTsenn o s
lected ur summoved o detormine—that
I gl
thut which he > |
The Court« say it must be M’
against the Euown as
ing juries,’, and that the man u
be tried by persons without pe,
dice against him, !
Now I do not mean to eayly
rsons in delicto with they
cused shouldy be put upon hisj
But | do mean to say that the
thata man has b:en gulity o
offense at a time long past is no
son for his disfranchisement g
Juror, nor to debar the accused
having him on a Jury. And
this bill does this. It declares
Juror i1s «r has been guilty of
these offenses, or is or has Iy
| guilty of the ofiense newly and}
the firs: time made such by
bill, whether hs has a.hlndnn'fﬂ
or not,whet#er he says he wil H
execute his vuty asJuror or not |

is »bsolutely di-qualifled ¢, sit,
the Jury. But it goes further
dives into the heart of tve Ju
mao, and disqualifies him for}
belief. In both cases it proposey

ishment, a*d to accomplish their | inquiry into the question, |

extermination, me-ts

h-arty
concurrence; and I r-gr

probe- the Juryman himself, I

¢t that some | Ueclines to auswer be is ip:o fu

of its provisivns are so arbitrary and | #et aside.

unc nstitutional that I cannot

give
my vote for the bill,

1 bave shown that no law _
polygamy exsted prior to July

The haste with which under the | 1862, nor against unlawfal cobs

previous q e:iion acd a
for amendment and debate thereon
and eall of roll have prevented me
from moving amendments which
might, in my view, have made 1he
bill constitutional. I cannow only
vole & st its
hope of defeating this ill-considered,
if not inconsiderate measure,

I will now present my constitu-
ticnal «bjections to the bill.

I' appears that the Governor and |

Lezislative Assembly of Utsh, by
an act passed January 19th, 1855,
adopted and reenacted an ordi-
nance passed by the provisional gov-
ernment of Deser-t, Fcb, 8, 1851, by
which “Mormonism?* with its poly-
gamous rites was legalized in that
Territory, Tbat act was never re-
pealed until Cougress by a Ilaw

pit was refused, as it was in every

Flnm fcre. When
Bee her visited Salt Lake City he
was asked by Brigham Young to
reach fu the Temple, So was Dr.
ewm:s:n., Talmage was not. Oaur
people invited discussion and sre
not airaid of the truth., It is mis-
repr-rentativn and falsehood and de-
ceit that weobject to and deplo:e,”

-

SPEECH OF HON.
TUCKER,

OF VIRGINIA, IN THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, ON TUESDAY,
MARCH, 14th, 1882,

JOHN R.

I am as much opposed to pelyeam
and the Kindred ofleuses El:lufng:mi
ed in this bill as any gentleman in
this House. The marriage sanction-
ed by the divine Author of Christi-
anity is a civil stalus constituted by
contrast between one wan and on-

sed Ju'y 1, 1862 (12 Statutes at

rge, 501), annulled It and made
polygzamy unlawful, That act w8

ifled in the Revised Btatutes
sec. 5352, This section is re-enacted
but enl:rged in its scope by the first
gection of the present bill. In other
wcrds, this bill makes some acts
criminal which have not been crim-
inal to this date,

ates a new oflfence, namely, cohabit-
ation with more than one woman—
impliedly making illicit cohabita-
tion with one woman no offense at
all aud denounces it as a misde~

prisonment.

tlon. It provides that in all

| the “*Mormon?® peo

meanor punishable by fine and im- | United States.
Now let us lock at the fifth sec- | from the Presidency

short hour | tation with more than one wom

up to this time, Yet a mun W
never violaled either law s, |
retroactive effect given to each
be d gqualified as a Juryman. T
gives an ex posl facto op-radu

ge, with no|these Jaws In order to disqus

Jurymen, and thus to debar t.e1
cu-ed from an impartal Jury of |
I8,

But more than all, this is donel
an inquisitorial proceeding to (
qualify wen for jury ecrvice
brand them =as criminals wille
trial, even perhaps without acee
tion, and thus to marrow ande
cumscribe the class of citizens in!
cymwunity from which an imp
tizl jury is to be selected, Is |
fair? Is it not uneconstitutions
that it excludes large ciazses of i
who may no: only never havel
‘ended againsf any law, but ¥
may have abandoned a |
which they once were guilty,s
who in many cases, might fairly
minister the law without rega
any higher law auppl sed to gow
ple.

I come now to the eighth eed
of the bill., That provides that

The third section of the bill cre- | bigamist, polygamisi, or any p

son cohibiiing as before mentis
shall vote or be eligible to offie
hold cffice in any Territory or

over which the United States b
exclusive jurisdiction, or under!
This disfranch
every such person from every of
down fo!

prose- | m- 8t petty place under the gow

tutions for eaid oflenses it shall be | ment.

sufficient cause of challenge to a per

I waive the question of a cons

son summoned as & juryman, “that | tional power to make disquall
he ia or has been living in the prac- | tions for offices to which ancthe

tice of bigamy, polygamy, or unlaw- | partment =ap

Ints, or as to w

ful cohabitation,” ete.; “or that he | the Constitution itself establishe

woman to live together ror life, as
the basis of the family, with-
out wh.ich mno society can be
virtuous, prosperous, and lLap
py And I incline to think
the decisi n in Hyde ve. Hyde, 1 L.
R., Probate and Divorce Cases, is
sound in holding that no “Mormon”
marriage, thoogh valid by the lex
loci between a man and woman
whi-h implies the right of the man
to mar:y - nother woman, is a Chris-

tian marr.age, Tue contract of
Christian wedlock must exclude the

ldea ol marriage to another wom
11];{5. ﬁ;it wife living, It waazu frﬁg;
the ginning, that ¢{} i
shall be uvne ﬂag;h.” R g
Great as is this evil of jolygsm
in Utah, and importsnt as i{gia tf:
extirpate il as an element in Ameri-
can polity, 1i must be cured by con-
stitutivnal remedies. I believe the
most precious -ssurance for A meri-

can liveriy and th
legislation In their behalf. It wuu]ﬂ'I y the most e sential

guarantee of American civili

is the Constitution of the Un;;t?t{;g
States. To cestroy amy evil by un-
conslitutional methods Is to cure a
digease by a poison which disturbs
the vital functions of the body poli.

ticandinjectsintoita principle most
difiicult to be ext rpat d, and « reat.

must be injurious and may te fatal

L "Yeg, but what do they propose to

to the life of constitntiona) govem-
ment. L

|

ing & precedent whose influence

{: or has been guilty of an offense | own pre-qualifications. | assert|
psnishable by either of the fore- |this section, without trial of
going sections or by section 5,352 o' | kind, take- from «very person g
the Revised Etatutes;” or ““that he|of any of these offenses the pret

more than one living and undivore-
el wife at the same time, or to live
in the
mo:e than one woman.”. The srec-
tion provides for examination of the
iuryman and other evidence, and to
excluage him from the jury if he re-
fuses to answer as to his guilt or
innocence of s8:1d offenses,

I do not insist that every man has
an equal right to be upon the jury,
but I do ins:st that it is the right of
the accused to be tried by an im par-
tial jury of his district.

The fifth amendment to the Con-
stitution declsres that no person
¢shall be deprived of life, liberty, or
property without due process of law.”

What is due pr ¢ =8 of law? Judge
Story, eciting Lord Coke, (3 Story’-
Commentaries on the Constitution
1783), says this means ‘“‘the right of
trial according to the process and
proc:edings of the common lew.”
This izeludes trial by jury of the ac-
cused, a= chown in Millizan’s cise.
(4 Wallace, 2.) But the sixth
amendment of the Constituti,n is
m re expl cit, It declsres “the ac-
cused shall Enlluy tbe right to a
speady and publie trial by an impar-
tial ll;ty,” etc.

In the lafe case

-I

of Strander ve,

believes it right for a man to have | right f suffr

practice of cohabiting with |

age and ths privilg
eligibility to or the title to!
any office under the United BB
Tbis is done by act ot Congres
crime. Ito te- €0 instantio
approval of this lJaw. 1If at
moment he is guilty of the
offense created by thisac', thiss
the s:me moment inflicts thish
penalty.

It do-8 more. The ninth ¢
establishes a commission of fist
sons whose decisions of ex
of any man f:om the polls
soluteand flnal. He has no
That commission tries the g
of guilt or Innocence, in order!
termine his right to vote.
zenship is emasculated unﬂ
l.w, without due process d
by iundiciment and jury trisl
court of law. The comm
five are the absolute arbiters
rights and immunities of
citizens of the Uniied States

Is ruch a law constitutioos!

1
Supreme Court, in Cummis'

Missouri, (4 Wallace, 277
~ettled tﬁhgm:inn. » #18

The Constitution of the
Stutes, article 1, section 9, cia®
declares, **No i1l of a: talnd
ex Jacto law sha!l be
Thiz is & limitation cn the po#t

\




