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truth of the chirge, relying upon
the condition. boasted of publicly by
one of their leaders, that the “Lib-
erals’’ have conirol of the courts of
this Territory.

The conlition of jurisprudence in
this Territery does not iuspire con-
fidence in the outecome of u case
between ‘“Mormons’’ and their op-
ponents, nnless it is one that can be
appealed to a higher tribunal than

“the Territorial courts. Jury trial,
in the English and A merican sense
of the term, has long been
practically abolished io this Terri-
tory. ‘“Mormons’’ are rigorously
exclufed from the jury lists, and
should one happen to be summoned
on a venire, n cast-iron oath, aimed
at his religiovn, must be taken by
him, The practical resuit is that no
“Mormons?® sit on juries.

That proot of fraud is entitled to
no weight unless presented in the
conrts, is a proposition original with
Weat Shore. Apply this rule to
practical politics, and the result
would be tbat the honesty of public
men ought not to be questioned, and
the people cught to continue to vlect
them to office, and support the party
they represent, until they huve been
convicted of crime. Facta notorious
a9 aRy circumstance of current his-
tory, ought not te influence the eiti-
zen in casting his ballot, nor in de-
termining which pmrty he will en-
dorse, until judicially established.
The absurdity of auch a positivn is
too apparent to need comment.

The frauds by which the $“Liber-
als?? secured A triumph in this city
are historical, and will be held by
the community as notorlous tacts,
whether the evidence of them shall
or shail not be introduced in court.

SCHOOL TAXES.

UNDER the practical operations
of the present revenue Inw a result
is reched in respect to taxation for
sthools, the justice of which is open
to questlon. A Territorial tax of
three mills s collected and Jistrib-
uted to the several counties accord-
ing to their school populdtion. It
thus happens that three or four
counties pay into this sshool fund
wote than they draw out of it, and
that a number of the poorer.coun-
ties draw from it from 10 to 50 per
cent more than they contribute.
Salt Lake County pays, unpder this
three mills assessnient, about $29,-
‘000 per yenr more than s returped
to her distrivt schools, and other
cuunties gef the benefit of that sum
paid by ¢itizena of this.

This looks, at first view, to be un-

just, but there exist arguments in
support of thia systems, One of
these is that the education of the
children of the commonwealth is
the concern of the entire commun-
ity, and not exclusgively of such sub-
divisions of it as counties and school
districts.  Without passing upon
the validity of this argument, one
thing may contdeutly be ascerted
respecting it: [t must not Le carried
toe far. If the 'Territorial sehool tax
shall be permitted tu remainat three
mills, the people of all the counties
will probably submit without very
great complaiot, but an attempt to
donble the burden borne by a few

counties to the profit of the rest will
certninly meet with resistance.

Yet the House has made this at-
temopt. Mr. Allen. in preparing his
bill for a school code, adapted that
deawn hy ex-School Commissioner
Williams and introduced at the last
scacion. By inadvertence a section
was allowed to remain providing for
a three mill Territorial tax. ‘It
could never have been tbhe inten-
tion, in franiting the bill, to duutle
the Territorial tax alveady provided
for in the revenue law., Mr.
Allen made this explanation
nnd moved to so amend the hill that
it would not duplicate the Territorial
tax. His amendment was voted
down.

Thig is carrying too far the argu-
ment that the commonweanlth asa
whole should suppoit its schools
as  an  entirety. [n  another
part of the same bill authority to
ass8s n three mill county tax, or
less, {8 given, on a principle of local
option, and the members of the
House who voted down Mr. Allen’s
nmendiwuent evidently intend that
their counties shall be relieved of
the necessity of Jevying any couuty
tax. Itmway be urged that certain
counttes will be thus relieved at the
expense of the Territory at large;
but the fact is, that the Territory at
large would he bepefitted at the
expense of not exceeding about four
or five evunties. For exanple,
should the bill in its present form
become Ilaw, Balt Lake County
would contribute $58,000 annually
to the support of scanols in eother
parts of the Territory. At the aver-
age wuges earned by country school
teachers. this cyunty would be pay-
ing the salaries of about one
buundred employed in othercounties,

Now the reason why this county
should pay the ealaries of all the
teacherr employed in half-n dozen
other counties is oot clear. The
House did itselfl discredit, and at-
tempted to do three or four connties

in the Territory manifest injustice,
in votiog down Mr. Allen’s amend-
ment. It is hardly likely that both
the Cuuncil and the Guverpor will
endorse the action of the House.

HBhould the bill in ita present form
be pnssed by the Assembly aod ap-
proved by the Governor, it could
not be enforced. The courta would
declare the provision now under
copgiderntion, void. All tax laws
to be valld, must Le at least approx-
imately equul in respect to both
burdens and beaefits; and the courts
wiill alwaysieclare void & tax pro-
vision which would be so widely at
variance with this rule, as would
the section in guestion.

—

THE "“SPOIL SYSTEM."

ACOORDING to the New York
Herald, *resident Harrison has
unyguestionably sound views on the
subject of rewards for partizan polit.
iecal work. This will be reen from
the following from the paper named:

“The President took occasion a few
days ago to express himself in very
clenr larms 1o 1 western fongressman
on the subject of rewarding the party
workers. The congressman was cem

laining that a certAin worker in his
gistrlct bad not been appointed, al-

though strongly recommended, To
which the President responded:
“-In my opiuion the eitizen who

Eoos quletly to the polla and deposita
is ballot is just a8 much entitled to
office as the class whom you designate
ag the work -ra.’

“To this the congressman replied:
‘Mr. President, if you proceed unpon
that theory it will nut be long before
you won’t have any republican
party.’

“The President thereupon-restated
his position in still more emphatie
terms and expressed tbe opinion that
the great masses of voters were actu-
ated by their beliefs in the cardinal
priceiples of the party and not by any
hope of reward in the way of office.
He judged the people by a higher
astandard |ban that ixed by the apoils
ayatem *

Had it not been for the venera-
tiou of the ‘“spoils system? which
permeates the head and front of the
“Liberal” party, certain men who
are about to assume positions of im-
portance conuected with the gov-
ernment of this city woul never
have reached the offices into which
they have been foisted under the
method! of rewards,

To place men in positlon upon
that plan is an unpardonable wrong
inflicted on the commonwenlth. 1t
loads publie offices wilth self-seek-
ers, nnd oot one of that class has
aver, in the whole history of the
world, struck an eflectual blow
in the battle of freedon, being mere
carhuneles on the bottom of the
body pelitic.

When men are placed o publie



