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Foetry,
HONOR TQ THF PLOW.

;;{hoggh clouds o’ercast our nit‘?e gky,
Andseent to dim the sun,
We will not down in languor lie,

Or deem the day is done: |

The ruril artg waloved before
No less we'll eherish now;

Ard crown the banguet as of yore, «.
With honor to the Plow.

In these fair fields, whose peaceful spoil
To faith and hope are given,
We'll seek the prize with honest toil,
And leave the rest to Heaven,
Wwe'll gird us to our work like men
Who owe a holy vow,
And if in joy we meet again,
Give honer to the Plow.
P

Let Art arrayed in magic power,
With Ilabor hand in hand,
Go forth, and now in peril’s hour
Sustain a sinking land.
Let never Sloth unnerve the arm
Or Fear the spirit cow; _
Those words alone should work a ¢harm—
All honor to the Plow,

The heath redress,the meadow drain,
The latest swamp eéxplore,

And o’er the long expecting plain
Diffuse the quickening store:

Then fearless urge the furrow deep
Up to the mountain’s brow,

And when the rich results you reap,
Give honor to the Plow,

B0 still shalliealth by pastures green
And nodding harvest roam,

And siill behind her rustic screen
Shall Virtue find a home:

And while their bower the muses build
Beneath the neighboring bough,

Shall many a grateful verse be filled
With honor to the Plow.
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It is always exceedingly interesting
o listen to missionaries expressing
their feelings either before going on
missions or after their return, especial-
ly when they return possessing the
Spirit of God, having fulfilled their
missions honorably, i1, for one, ean
testify, and 1 presume that all can who
have listened to the brethren to-da
and last Sunday, that if they go fort

ssessing the spirit they have mani-
ested in their remarks ‘here, and are
influenced and guided by it in their ad-
dresses to and associations with the
people during their absence, the result
will be great glory to themselves and
salvation to the honest in heart with
whom they comein contact.

There is an influence and power at-
tending the testimony of an honest
man inspired by the B&irit of Ged, that
carries conviction to the souls of those
who are unprejudiced, and who listen

dispassionately to what he has to say:;
and when the inhabitants of the earth

1

hear these testimonies borne in meek-|!

ness and simplicity, and through pre-
judice 'reject them, condemnation falls
upon them. If all who have heard the
gospel, and have received testimonies
of 1ts truth, had embraced it, the Church
of Jesus Christ, to-day,
numbered millions, T{lem is a testi-

mony accompanying the words of truth

spoken in soberness that carries con-:

viction to the heart of every honést per-
son who hears if; and there is no man
or woman to whom it is declared. but

what has a secret conviction that there :

is something more in
willing fo allow.

It has been truly said that it makes
but little difference in what direction
our labors are applied. We have learn-
ed"u% experience, individually and as a

eople, that God our Heavenly Father

nows what is best for us. Hi knows

our wants and circumstances, and how
our labors ¢an be hest applied; and in
directing us He is always guided by in-
finite wisdom. It makes but little dif-
ference what will be the results of the
labors of these brethren. If they do not,
bring many toa knowledge of the truth :
they, at least, can return with a con-
sciousness of hgving done what was re-
quired at their hands, and their gar-
ments will be clear of the blood of the
people. The Lord has said that after
the testimonies of His servants He
would send other testimonies, which
should bear witness of the truth of that
which they had spoken. These testi-
monies have been, and are being, sent
among the people, and they are iaeing
increased; and no doubt thousands of

it than they are

'spoken by the mouth of His

‘events which have been

through the spirit of inspiration and

would have I

, &mfaﬂsing to be a prophet or servant of
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the honest-in-heart through the na-
tions of the earth, whose minds have

been darkened by ‘the precepts and tra-
ditions of men, will used to re-
flection, and w& have their feelings of
prejudice removed by the circumstances

through which'they - are called to pass;
and they will see truth as they never
saw it before. Hence, there is a con-
stant necessity for the elders to go forth
and proclaim the gospel among the na-
tions of the earth.

We are living in a very eventful peri-
od; the events now transpiring in the
nations have been ‘%rediuhed to us years
and years ago. e were almost as
familiar with them before they came to

Sas we are now. Searcely an event
E:; befallen our nation but what we
had an intimation of long before it
transpired. I recollect very well that

land, we were invited at Omaha fto
preach the gospel to the people of that
city. Agood many of theleadingcitizens

rocuredthe Court House for us, and br.

ratt ;;renched. By request, I read the
revelation given through Joseph Smith,
on the 25th of December, 1832, respecting
the secession of the Southern States, It
created a great semsation, the election
of Abraham Lincoln having just been
consummated, and it being well known
that there was a great deal of feeling in
the South in relatiom to it. A great
many persons came forward and ex-

fy themselves that it was not a thing of
recent man ture. The revelation
was in the Pearl of Great Price, which
was published 1851. And when the

ours

the Prophet Joseph spoken twenty-eight
years previously. But who in that con-
gregation were prepared to receive

ated from Heaven?
and were pre

had been deferred for years; we

and that the words which He h

would come to pass..
There are a great many who have
been stirred up to reflection

ped out
as it were, before the Sain f Go(i
Ernphaejr, which our Heavenly Father
as ;;oured out upon His servants and
people; and if we continue to be dili-
gent, humble and faithful, there never
will be a time from this time forward,
so long as the earth endures, that we

in the fall of 1860, while going to Eng-|

by recent |
0

-

-

similar in form, feature and apparel,

—

fore we attain to that dominion we must

and speaking *ti‘:ian_ sameé languagegas |learn to vja rulers: over few
nthiara;gd becauagiof this, men oggld hings Ggh 8 pla our €harge,
not emtertain the idea that they were | and to use p _for Hisglory and the
th?h . ts of God or werd ntimate | advancem ' His p es on the
. 5 purposes,’ or ley could | earth. n he sees that our eyes are

ossess more wisdom than man obtains

ﬁr the exercise of his natural mind.

brethren and sisters, it is a glorious
rivilege that we possess, of living so
efore the Lord our God that we can
have the testimony constantly within
us that we are ngeratingand laboring in
conformity with the requirements of
Heaven.

There is one subject that I wish to
speak upon, in connection with the de- |
parture of these missionaries. There
has been a movement made in some of
the wards to raise the means necessary
to send the missionaries from these

wards to the nations to which they have |

béen appointed. I do mot know how
many wards are engaged in this move-
ment; butit is desirable that the whole
penpfe should do what they can to as-

single to His glory, and that our hearts
are pure, and free from avarice and
every sordid and selfish feeling, He will
multiply His hleaain%s upon us, because
He will then know by testing us that
we are fit to be trusted, and it will be
sald to us according totim wordsof the
Seriptures, ‘‘youhave been faithful over
a few thingsand you shall become mlers
over many things.”’

We cannot say what good will follow
from our exertions, though very feeble
and like bread cast upon the waters,
yet if we perform the duties devolving
upon us in the Spirit of the Lord, and
pray that Hisblessingmay attend them,
great results will follow to us and oth.
ers.. Weall uu?ht to have learned this
long ago, and 1 doubf not that, with

sist in sending the missionaries, and
also to assist their families while they
are away. "It will probably be easy for
the 13th, 14th and 20th wards to send
the brethren who are called fronwthem;
but there may be some wards that are

that prediction as one that had eman- | must not be unmindful now.
We understood | we have a great mgany labo
pared for it. It made no | form; we have to
difference to us whether South Carolina | in various ways

had then seceded, or whether seeekaaiﬂn ﬂllr means for the upbuilding of the
new n
that the words of God must be fulfilled, | course of this kind that we shall become

servant | proved this toour sat

will be destitute of the knuwiedge ne-
cessary to guide us. There never has
been a time since we came to these val-
leys that we have been ignorant of the
course that we should take. It is true
that many invidious remarks are made
by those not of us upon the men who

reside over us., “They do not know

ow it isthat President Young has been
able to lead us through every difficulty
as he has done. They imaginethatit is
all attributable to his superior wisdom
and smartness, and that what we term
revelation and the spirit of prophecy

| are the concoction of his brain, or the

associated with him. But we who,

om the organization of thé Church
until the present, have been led by the
BE_{;“ of inspiration, know that it is no-
thing of the kind; but that God our
Heavenly Father does actually make
known. His mind and will to ser-
vants in these days as He did anciently.
. Men's ideas differ very much in rela-
tion to what a prophet is or should be;
thei have certain ideas and opinions as
to how he should receive the gift of
prophecy and revelation; snd if a man

'E;brication of those who are immediate-
T

od does not conform to those ideas, |
he is of course set down as an impostor.
The spirit of revelation is not so myste-
rious and incomprehensible as many
imagine it to be. Men have imagined
that it is something they cannot under-
stand, and that men in possession of it
must differ very remarkably from those
who are destitute of it. But the Lord
in His dealings with the children of
men never did produce these monstrosi-
ties. His servants were not so remark-
able in appearance as to strike gvery-

| the way for them, their faith has been |

{ ing us and trying our faith. Our means

bnd% who saw them with surprise, but
on the contrary they were natural men,

too dpour to assist to the extent that is
needed, and & unity of action on the

rt of the people generally may there-
ore be necessary. President Young de-

{ amined the book from which the reve- | sires that all who are here this mornin
lation was read to see the date, to satis- | should do

what they can, and that al
who come this afternoon should come
prepared to do the same, And all here
are reg_ueutodto notify all they can to
this effect. A few years ago an exertion

people saw this, they were struck with | was made to raise a Missionary Fund,
surprise, and were more especially im- | and fora time that fund was tolnrabéy

ressed when, in the course of a few | well sustained; but by degrees the fedi-
afterwards, the news reached |ings of the people became cool, whether
Omaha that South Carolina had passed | for the want of being reminded or not I
the Ordinance of Secession. There was | do not know; but for some time this
a Udirect confirmation of the words-of | matter has fallen into disuse.

A-good many are now being called to
go on missions, and as we have done
very well in this matter in the past, we

I8 true
to per-
pay our tithing, and
have to contribute of

gdom of God; and it is by taking a

a great and mighty

l};enple. We have
faction. Wehave
proved that we can go to the nations of
the earth, and spend years, if necessary

in proclaiming the gospel

| alive to the importance of usin

few exceptions, we all have; and the
spirit that has been awakened withi
us of late, respecting Reeping the Worl
of Wisdom and other of a kin

dred character, ought to keep us keenly

to the
best advantage all the means God places
in our hands., I recollect very well a
saying of President Young, some seven
years ago 1 think, this comingsummer;
in 8 .of the missionaries who
were then going abroad, he said that
whet he was in linglang he hesitated to
spend a Eenny for fruit or anything of
that kind, because he thought of what

of the Lord [ individual,

that penny, or a few pence, would do if
judiciously expended for the benefit of
the work of God. We should all feel
like this, and should endeavor to deny
ourselves of a great many things that
are injurious to us that we may be better
I(J}ra&:ared to help toroll forth the work of
od our heavenly Father.” If we have
obeyed the counsel given aft Conference
we have already saved something in de-
nying ourselves of some of those things
which we call luxuries, and we can do-
nate that if no more; but we might as
well donate something in anticipation
of the amount we will save during the
coming year by strictly following the
counsel that has been given to us, By
80 doing we will confer a blessing upon
those going on missions, and we will
have the satisfaction of knowin that
our means has been used for the ac-
complishment of God’s Eurlposea.
I have been very much pleased, as an
to hear the instructions

Jesus Christ, and then come back and | which have been given on these points.

accumulate means as rapidly as if we

| had never gone. And those who re-

main at home and devote their energies
and meanstobuilding upthe Kingdom of
God increase in wealth and material
advantages far more rapidly than they
who have neither given their time
abroad nor their means at home. We
are surrounded with the blessings of
God, and He can multiply or withdraw
them as seems in His sight; and it
ought to be, and I have no doubt that it
is, a pleasure to the Latter-day Saints to
do all they ecan to roll forth His work.
When we have' gone, seemingly, as far

as we can, the Lord opens our way and | about the Word of

makes it flain before us, just as He does

for the elders when they go forth to
preach. -

There have been times with the elders
abroad preaching when it seemed as
though they could do no more; all was

dark before them, ew door seemed

closed, and they did not know where to
get food to eat, raiment to wear or a
place of shelter; and when they could
not do another thing God has opened

increased and they have gone forward

with renewed energy to gerfurm the la-
bors develving upon them. So it is

with us here, my brethren and sisters.
1 look upon the training we are receiv-
ing as essentially necessary. God is test-

are comparatively very limited; but by
their proper use and the exercise of

anrd of Wisdom, and to carry

faith, God will open up our way before
us.
Saints, have performed the mightiest
works ever accomplished with the least
means. It is in consequence eof their
faith, and it will be more and more the
case as we progress in the things of the
kingdom; and if we continually comply
with the requirements of Heaven we
shall become heirs of God and

heirs 'with Jesus Christ, And if we

[ feel in myown heart

I called in at a Bishops’ meeting the
other evening and h some remarks
which were being made on this subjeet.
I would have liked very much, if cir-
cumstances had permitted, to have ad-
ded something to what was said. 1de
not like to hear anybody express him-
‘self, as though this movement in rela-
tion to keeping the Word of Wisdom is
one got up and sustained only btienthu-
siasm. 1 do not call that enthusiasm
which prompts people to walk up to the
line of, their duty and renounce evil
Emtim; and when I hear men say, “I
‘have seen the pm%vha Ee't enthusiastic
| isdom before, but
ft_he¥ have soon rela into their old
‘habits,”’ I consider i wrnn% ‘We onght
‘not to require to be talked to and coun-
seled on points so well recognized and
‘established as this. God has given to

us & most positive promise on this sub-

ient, and we should be diligent in carry-
ing it into effect witheut waiting te be
counseled, getting up an excitement, or
acting on the spur of the moment, and
after awhile returning fo old habits. I
do not think any person will be bene-
fitted by acting in this manner. There
should ;be a well settled conviction in
the mind of every person belonging to
this' Church, that it would be a real
benefit for him or for her to observe the
into
effect the counsel God has given on any
point. If T do not see the evils that re-
sult from smoking and chewing tobacco,
drinking liquor, tea and coffee, or eat-

This people, called Latter-day | ing meats to extess, and the benefits

that would result from abstaining,
anybody else may see would nnF
a temporary effect upon me, f'

what
have
must
at itis injurious
to me to indulge in these things: there
must be awell settled conviction within
me that this is the case; then when I

Ejuini: | am thrown in contact with persons who

use them, and inducements are offered

are heirs of God and joint heirs with | me to do the same, it is easy for me to

Jesus Christ, we expect to have con-
trol over many things; and there
is' reason to believe that our domin-

lon will be very extenzive. Baut be- |

l

decline, because T am satisfied in my
own mind*that they are <injurions, and
there is no need of excitement or en-
thusiasm to enable me to refrain.




