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DITORIALS.

ATTACKS ON “MORMONISM.”

WE notice that a few of our ex-
changes find space, in spite of the
inass uf strike news, to void a little
venom against the “Mormons.”
“I'ne Bt. l.ouis Glubz- Democrat is
anxious, not only for vengeance
agaiust certsin alleged breakers of
the Law, but for an assault against
“Morwmonism® as a religion. This
is what it suggests:

“While the excitement is high
it should also be remembered that
no more favorable time than the
present could be found for attack-
ing and  extirpating, root and
oranch, the entire system of Mor-
moplism."

Those who are so terribly exer-

.

cised over the Mormon question,
and are so anxious for extreme

measures, generally disguise their|
wilimus  against the system by
avowing Lhat they have no war to
wage against éf, but are only anxi-
our for the overthrew of its leaders.
But the paper that parts its name
~‘n the middle is refreshingly frank.
It is “Mormonism?” that is to be
wiacked. A religious system that
is to be ‘‘extirpated, root and
branch.” And this is to be done
under the influence of popular ex-
cilement. Not calmly, deliberate-
ly, by strong reasouns and a fair pro-
¢ess, but by brute foree while pred-
judice excites passion and reason is
silenced by rage and clamor.

[s not this sage counsel from a
literary Bolon? By what right is
‘“‘Mormonism” Lo be attacked with
anythiong but argument? And who
but a bigot and murderer at heart
would seek to destroy by violence
a system which cannot be over-
wurped by reason? If “Mormon-
ista” is 8o false and evil in its char-
acter and principles,let the learned
divines and the logical editors unite
in demoustrating its fallacy and its
wickedness, Aud if they fall iu
this, let them cluse their mouths
and put by their pens go far as this
suhject is concerned,and not expose
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their own folly and villainy by in-| ereated

citing mobocracy and fanuing Lhe
fires of persm:utfun. |

But this spirit generally inspires
the bruflled bigot and the defeated
theologian, and they would invoke
‘or¢e where words cannot prevail.
We c¢laim  that *“*Mormonism?’
stunds impregoable against argu-
mepnlative assaults,
lew arguments have ever been used
agaiust it. The would-be assail-
ants of *“Mormonismu” chiefly as-
sume for it a certain position apd
then proceed to overthrow it, They
mantfacture somethingabsurd,call |
it “Mormonism,” and proceed to
demolish it. The first book bas yet
to be published, the first sermon to|
be preached, the first lecture to be
delivered against ‘“Mormonism,’?
in which its doctrines and prin-
ciples have been fairly stated and
truthfully explained. What won-
der then that the champions of
orthodox sectarinnism waste their
breath for naught, and that “Mor-
mouism’’ still flourishes and its vo-
taries remaln flim in their convie-
tions of its iruth? |

No matter how absurd or anti-
Curistian **Mormonpism?” may ap-
pear Lo its opponents, they have no
right morally, religiously or legal-
ly to seek its destruction by such
means as the = Globe-Democrat
would employ. The prosecution ot
alleged criminvals is snother aud en-
tirely different matter. ““Mormon-
ism” peilther teaches, countenances
por shelters crime, the affirmations
of its evemies to the countrary not-
withstandiog, The Jaw should be
sustalued. But legal prosecution
does not mean religious or personal
persecution. And the processes of
the law should not be stimulated
LY sectarian animosity nor conduct-
ed under the spar of popular excite-
meut. The cause of justice will
mot be subserved by rage and
tnreatenings nor vindicated by mob
viclence,

We direct the attention of the
editor of the Glube-Demoerat to
vie principle that he seems to have
forgotien in bis tirade against the
“Mourmone,” In a criminal prese-
~cation, ‘conviction must precede
punishment. Geversl belief is not
sufficient. Even the opinion of a
- Bt. Louls editor is not conclusive
evidence of the gulit of an accused
person, no matter if the defendant
s & “Mormon.” Bo while that
editor cries out for “punishment,’”
Lie should bold himself quiebnndl
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ndeed very |

wait for proof, not merely suspicion
or belief of guilt. He is wrong to
call for the extirpation of a religious
system. Heis wrong to elamor for
the blood of alleged eriminals no
matter how uupopular they may
be,simply on the grounds of gene~
ral belief in their wickedness.

The St. Paul Dispalch believes
tne whole “*“Mormon” hierarchy teo
be corrupt, and says that to begin
with. To end with, it exclaims,
“Let them be accursed!” The Dis-
patch editor bas a right to believe
what seems right to him, although
he is rash te jump at so foolish
a comclusion. But he has no right
to indulge in such cursings. How-
ever, it matiers nothing to the ob-
jects of his maledictiovs.
he is more likely to injure himselr
than anybudy else. We simply re-
mind bim of the adage: “Curses,
like ebickens, generally come home
to roost.”
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THE MOUTH OF THE MISSIS-
SIPPL '

CAprTAIN EADSthe engineer whose
plan to open an outlet to the Mis-
sissippl river has been™ so much
canvassed, has made such satisfac-
tory progress in his great work as
to leave no question as to its ulti-
mate triumphant success. Bome
of the leading . civil engineers of
the country threw doubt upon his
plans and asserted that his attempt
would tesult in failure. Our read-

ers will doubtless remember the
character of his plans. He propos
ed, by a system of jetties, built up-

on an unured outlet of the vast

river, to create a chapnel which
gshould be deepened, kept open and
made practicable for the passage of

ships drawing the greatest depth of

water. This would add greally to
the value of New Orleans as a port,
and yremove the obstacles from the
mouth of the Mississippi which
have been 80 dangerous and detii-
mental to navigation. For two
years work has now been going on
at these jetties. Up to the present
time the concentration of the water
flowing acress the sand bar at the
mouth of the pass by tLe jetties has
a chanbpel- over two
hunured feet wide and in no place
less than twenty feet deep, where
only about eight feet had
previously existed. Theconcentra-
tion of the water flowing over the
shoal in the river at the head of the
Pass hay likewise created a channel
over 400 feet wide, in no portion
less than 20 feet deep, and 30 feet
deep in the cenler, where before the
depth was scarcely 14 feet. Engi
neers, 'who have been opposed to
Captain Eads’ plapn, have as-erted
that, while it was probable that the
channel between the jetties might
be deepened, the sand washed out
by the current would form a bar in
advance of the jetties, and the dif-
ficultjes of the entrance would not
be conquered. But instead of a bar
being tormed at this point, it i=
found that the accumulation of
sand is effectually prevented by the
Gulf eurrent athwart the mouth of
the Pass, which deepens the outer
slope of the bar, and sweeps away
any such portion of the discharged
sediment as the river eurrent fails
to carry 1o great distances seaward.
Captain Euds states in bis report
that, during the time in which a
portion of the flow into the Pass
was Intlerrupted by the works
at its head, and while the
current censequently slackened,
a temporary deposit of sgedi-
ment took place in the Pass
and between the jetties, The
gradual restoration of the normal
flow into the Pass through the new
channel at its head has already
Legun to enlarge the Pass again,
and “has, since this restored flow
commenced, removed from be-
tween the jetties within i1he past
three montbhs over half a million
cubic yards of deposit, and given
through more than half the length
of the jetties a much larger and
deeper channel than ever previous-
ly existed, the size of which is al-
ready throughout more than 2,000
feet, 28 feet by 300 feet, or that re-
quired to entitle us to the fifth
payment frem the United States,
while many hundred feet of it ex-
ceeds 30 feet by 350 feet,”

Al the bead of the Passes the
river has a width of over 9,000 feet,
and yet is brought under complete
control by Captain Eads’ works,
which are so desigued as to allow
of the increace or limit of the dis-
charge into the South Pass if here-
after necessary with but little ad-
ditional outlay.

Indeed, |

The law of Congress which au-

thorizes Captain Eads to do this|

work, grants him thirty months af-
ter the approval of the act,in which
to eecure a navigable depth of 20
feet through the Pass, If not ae-
complished in that time Congress
may revoke the Erivilrgea grapted
to him. Under the same penalty
bhe must recure additional depth ot
not less than two feet during each
succeeding year thereafter, until
26 feet shall have been secured. If
these conditions shall be fully com-
plied with, the United Bratesagrees
to pay Captain Eads $5,250,000 for
constructing the works and obtaln-
ing a depth of 30 feet in the chan-
nel, and the annual sum of $100,-
000 for every year that said depth of
30 feet shall Le maintained. The
payment of the large sum is only
made at stated intervals upon tne
completion of the work; and Cap-
tain Eads has to perform it at his
own expense, the Government only
paying when it clearly appears that
the stipulated depths of water are
secured. .

It is gralifying to read the eclos-
ing words of the report of this emi-
nent engineer:

“] may add, with alsolale cer-
tainty, that this entire system of
works is now so far completed that
no financial difliculties ean inter-
vene to arrest Lthe processes of pa-
ture, which are constantly operat-
ing to enlarve and perfect the desir-
ed ebaunel through them.”

1

COMING AROUND TO THE

POINT.

THE New York Sun of July 27
makes the following noticeable
acknowledgment—

““‘Unquestionably soclety is not as
it should be, Ifall men were good,
the general bappiness would be

vastly increased. Therefore, as the
first step to improvement, we urge
on all priests and pastors the duty
of inculcating on 1ich and poor

alike the rrgulation of their con-/

duct according to the highest pre-
cepts of morals and religion. The
sure way to make the world better
and happier is for each man to
make himself better, to deal justly,
and to eschew wickedness.”

It is patent to everybody that so-
ciety is pot in the most satisfaetory
condition., Ibndeed, it often seems

to be in anythiog else than a con-
dition satisfactory to a fair-miuded
person. To such the world fre

quently appears to be gadly out of

po such evila in socicty as ex-
ist in the present day, but the race
would be lifted up vut of the mis
erable slough in which mueh of it
is st the present, aud e¢xalted toa
beatifled condition a loug way in
advance of anything that the
world has yet gseen, or regarded as
possible in this mortal life,

Lastly, we may observe again
that after all discussions aund re-
formatory attempts 1u this direc-
tion, comparative failure will be
the result, unless such attempts
are based upon Gospel principles.
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CONVICTION WANTED.

THE New York Herald, of July 28,
speaking of the arrest of General
R. T. Burton, of this eity, talks in
this wild way of his trial—

“It will conclusively show one
thing—whether it is possible to
ebtain a conviction of a Mormen
criminal uader the present jury
system of the Territory. If he es-

ery, and Congress must interfere
or forever surrender Utah to Brig-
ham Young.” -

This is the style in which the
Herald prejudges Utah matters all
the time. The method of judicial
ratiocination adopted by that pa-

per has the merit of being exceed-
ipgly simple, if it bas nothisg else
to recommend it, being this—us-
sume a man is guilty, as soon as he
is charged, if pot before, and no
matter how or by whom the charg-
es are Lrumped upj call him every
bad thing you ean thiuk of; insist
on his conviction and puuvishment;
aund abuse, to the lowest degree,
judge, jury, lawyers, and witnesses
if eonviction 18 not obtained.

If, upon the Herald's system of
jurisprudence, a man is to be held
guilty because he is so charged by
somebody, Sthus reversing :the old

law docirine that a man should be
presumed innocent uuntil proved
guilty, thben -what is the use oI
courts at all? Judge, jury, witness-
es, proeecution, defeuce, trial, ete.,
are all superfluous.  All that is
wanted is somebody te prefer a
charge against a citizen, and rome-
body else to execute upon the ciii-
zen the penally provided by Jaw
for the erime so charged. 'T'hat i
the Herald's way, stripped of prolix
detail. Such a method of preced-
ure may commend itself to the
Herald and people who alopt the
Herald’s cavalier way of treating

Joint, and in an exceedingly disor. | the **Mormon” question, but that

dered state in macy important res-
pects. There needs no argument to
prove this. Most men acknowledge
it freely, But how tomend matters
is not 5o patent tothe multitude, In
fact,Lhere bas beena greatamount of

method has not yet commended it
self to Congressand the country at

large, nor, happily, i8 there a1y
prospect of such a widespread en-

dorsement of it at present.
It 'is by no means assured that

discussion upoun this polnt, at divers | the trial ot Gen. Buiton wiil coun-

times and by divers parties, aud |clusively show whether it is

still to the mass of mankind it is
an cpen question,and one that they
are uut likely to agree upon very
goon. Indeed, almost all the quar-
rels in the world, public apd pri-
vale, national and individoal, are
based more or less upon this Im-
portant but much disputed ques-
tion.

The Sun, however, as above quot-
ed, bus evidently an idea of the
source whence all hopeful advance
in the desired direction must ema-
pate, that the first step in the way

|

pos
sible to convict, a “Mormon”
system. That is a question with
which the jury, whether “Mor-
mon” or*Geuntile,” have absolutely
nothing to do. It eannot properully
be placed Lefore them in court, aud
out of court they are no jury. The
duty of the jury is Lo reuder a ver-
diet aceordivg to the law, and to
the evidence presented, and 1hey
are the sole judges of the value of
that evidence. The Heruld seems
to think that the soleduty of a jur)

of this needed and most desirable|in Utah is to conviet when a “Mor-

improvement must be the regula-
tion of individual couduct in accor-
dance with the highest precepts of
morals and religion.

This is something like what we
have been contending for all the
time. We have maintained, and
do still maiotain, that the goepel ot
Jesus Christ is the grand panacea
forthe evils that are ir the world,
individual and nuational, political
aud religious, temporal and spirit-
ual, end that it is useless, sheer
wastle of time, to look to any other
means for real and prrmanent
relief. : ’

This is in aceordance too with the
doctrines of the Bible,and is indeed
the burden of the teachings of that
sacred book, und of every servant
of God whose testimony may be

{found therein. Among the very|
first things required of all men and
women by the Gospel is repentance
of sin, forsaking that whiech is
evil, and cleaving unto the Lerd
with full purpose of heart to keep
his holy commandments and to
observe  his  precepts which
would lead to the living of a
blameless life, full of good words
and good works to all the work-

mon’ is charged with erime. Thi=
is an egregious!y erroneovus view of
the duty of a jury. It is not the
duty ot a jury, even in Usah, te
conviet, 1t is ‘not the duty of
a jury to acquit, except as,
in the estimnatiou of the jury, the
evidence adduced before thenrshall
warrant. At least, the evidence
should clearly and undoubtedly
warrant a verdiet of conviction
before such a verdiet should be re-
turned. Im case of doubt, the ben-
efit of the doubt, even, is the right
of the person churged with erime,
But the Heratd does away with
all these essential features of the
established and acknowledged
methods of judicial procedure, and
insists that when a “*Mormon” is
charged with crime he must be con-
sidered a eriminal and must also be
convicted nolens volens,

The Herald further prejudges
and says, “If he wsseapes, justice
will be a mere mockery,” which is
all empbatie nonsense. The Her-
ald aflecis to believe the Geueral
guilty, The Herald is a long way
ofl, and knows nothing actually of
‘the matier. The people hercatiout
believe the General inuvocen:.

maunship of his hands. As the Sun

suggests, if this were the case with |

Many people in this vicinity, actu-
ally present at the scene on the

men and women there would beF

J
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Weber on which the charge is
bated, know the General is iono-
vent of the crime ¢harged. But
this belief pro and e¢ou, and this
positive knowledge of  eye-wit-
hesses, fre nothivg to the court or
the jury,only as the knhowledge
may be testified to iu open court
befvre the jury,in due course of
trial, anid nubody has a right to
publicly prejudge the case, and
urge Iis view %o the predja-
dice of the ‘trial ia court.
Much less has the Herald, which
knows sbsolutely nothiug of the

| watter, the right to declare the

accused guilly, to abuse the jury
beforehaud on the contingency of
a puesible failure to eonviet, and to
declare beforehand that in such
case justice will be a failure. If

| such conduct on the part of a news-

paper, aud a distaut newspaper,
tbat knows nothiog about the facts,
I8 not coutempt of court, in what
dues thut offenice congist 7 If such
unbecoming conduct on the part of
a publi¢ journsl is not of a nature
Lo prejudice a cuse against the ac-

|

capes, justice will be & mere mock- | trial, atd thus obstruct the course

{the freral in this r

| Congress must interfere.”

4

cused, and before he is brought to

and thwart theends of justice, what
conduct could be? The course of
gard must be
considered by all fair-minded per-
sous as severely reprehensible and
absolutely scandaleus, 8 cerying dis-
grace to American journalism.

But the olject of all this attempt
to pre-prejudice the case befole the
country is aouounced by the Her-
ald—*[f he escapes, T *
What
foi? To change the present jury
system. How? By giving it alto-
gether into the hands of the “Gen-
tiles,”?” the sworn euemies of the
“Mormous,” Then, thioks the
Herald, if a “Mormon® is charged
with crime, convictioh will be cer-
tain. Yes, the Herald might add,
and then courts and juries and
trials will be entirely farcical, und
nothing but faicical, in Utah, ex-
cept when they change to the trag-
ical. But ineit ercase justice will
have fled from the Territory.
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EDITOKIAL NOTES.

criminal under the present jury \

——The failure of the “Jost cause”
i8 still famented in the South,’

——The genuine tramp says he
wanls wages, not wurk, aceording
to au easlern paper.

——Thereis a growing sentiment
in the SBtates for a strong govern-
ment apd a larger standing army.

The New York Herald advo-
| eutes fiee trade as the only remedy
for hurd times and extensive strikes
in this couutry,

~——The New York fun says it is
hard (o work for low wages, but
much bharder to; get neither work
noOr wages,

~—*' Boston’? Corbett, who shot
Booth who shot Lincoln, is sick
and in destitute cireumstances at
Camden, Pa.

——An Hlinois court decides that
if a meteor falls on your land the
meteor s yours,because Providence
bas sent it to you.

——Two men in Maryland have
been shot by a man named Short,
Tbat i= what the Deserets would
call a Short stop and two out.

The Lest kind of natriment
for foreed plants, bulbs and flower-
ing shrubs, is soot water. Put six
quarts of oot to a barrel of water
and apply freely. : -

——Australia is sfllicted with a
terrible droutb, Grass is exceed-
ingly scarce and over a million
stieep are said to have died in New
Suulh I\‘v-ﬂlt's-

——The eastern papers are so oc-
cupied with strikes, and riots, and
inceudiarisms that they seem to
have forgotten that there is such a
thing as ‘“‘Mormonism.” Even
shrieks from the Utah shriekers are
uuheard.

——Opium eating is said te have
been tuk'n up extensively in the .
South, after the war, for the pur-
pote of drowning sorrow, And suuff-
chewing, we suppo-e for the pur-
pose of ‘‘dippiog’’? it

——The New York Herald says:
““Chief Joseph, of Idsho, is sleep-
l«ss. That was the way with his
pamesske.” We always thought
the ancient Joseph was a dreamer.
He bad ne objection to sleeping,
but preferred reposing alone.

~— Bir Walter "Seott deeclared
that ““there mever did, and never
will, exist anything permanently
nohle and excellent in the charac-
Lrr of any man which is a stranger
Lo the exercise of resolute? self-de-

nial.” That is as true as the purest
gospel ever preached, .



