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voloe Stephenson ordered the engipe|grew discouraged, be urged them to|of tensocity of purpose. Hlis death
man to lower him down the shaftin|persvere. The ipsatiable bog sevmed | cocurred August 12,1848, The record

tbe corve. There was danger, jtimighbt
he death, before him—hut he must go,
An those about the pit-mounth saw him
descend rapidly out ef afght, and
heard from the gi>omy depth of the
abalt mingled orles of despair and
agony rieirg from tbe workpe:ple
below, they gazed on the herulo mun
with breathless amazement. He was
eoon AL the bottom, and in the midat of
his workmen, who were parslyzed at
the danger whioh threatened the lives
of all in the pit. Leaping from the
corve on Iiis teupbing the ground h«
oalled out, ‘Stand baokl Are there
8ix men among you who have courage
enouuh to follow me? If so, come and
we will put the flre out.? SBlience
sucpeeded the frantlec tumult of the
previous minute, and the men followed
and set to work, A wall was rained nt
the entrance to the main, thus
excluding the Atmospbere, The fire
was extinguished, the people were
saved from deatb, and the mine wus
preserved.’’?

After this, Stephenson Invented
the Geordy Safety Lamp, The name
of Bir Huwmphrey Davy has been
goenerally identified with the inven-
tion, but Btepbenson had made a sUc-
cesg'ul trial of bia lamp be‘ore Davy’s
inveution was made pubiio.

Many peopie predioted that some
day there there wou!d be s terrible
disaster at Killingworth by tbhe blow.
iog up of Bltephennon’s eniines. But
they worked on, and be bullt new ones
with improvements suob ap experieuce
suggeeted nnod his logenulty dJeviaed,
He was engaged to build the Hetton
line of railway, and it waa opentd in
November, 1822, Five of bls locomo-
tives were at work on it. Tbis wus the
firat decialve recegnition of bls engi-
neering skill,

The 8tockton and Duarlington line,
the firet public raflway, was opened in
1825. Mr. Biepbepson himeeif drove
the locomo ive at the open!ing oere-
monles, Urnwing a traio of thirty.
wight carsat a speed of twelve milesan

bour. Then came the Liverpov] and
Manoheater raillway, which Mr.
Btepbenson was engaged to build.
'I'his Ilne recetved oppusition almost
everywhure, It wae fought i
parliament, and the hill providing
for it was withdrawn. During the

inquiry a parllamentary committee
subjected Stephenson (o a rigld eroe:-
examination. One member hinted
that he was mad} apotber suggested
that he must be a foreigner; and he
was subjepoted to severe rebutla. The
iden of u train golng nine or ten miles
an bour was regarded ms abeurd, A
memuner auggested that if » cow shoul s
get on the track wben & Lraln was
golog st that rate it would be a very
awhward oiroumatapoe. ‘“‘Aye, aye,*’
replied 8tepbunsvn, his broad
Nortbumbrjan dialect, ‘'very awk-
ward Indeed, for the poo.”?

The projeoctora of the line surveyed a
pew route, and this time ot the Lill
through parliament. It provided that
the road should croes Chat Moss, a
deep bog twelve miles rquare which
was thoughtto bave some coanectivn
with tbe b-itomlers pir, It was =said
tbut “no man fn bis sensea would
undertake lo do it.’? B t8tepbenson
bad not known fallure, Even
when the directors of tbe road

to awallow all, but after six montha uf
labor the solld enbankment arose
above the bog. BStepbenson’a vigor
and determination hed conquered.
Thbe questlon as to whal power
would uve used ou the road was a
Jiffipult one to deolde. The emlnent
pructical engineers of the country re-
ported apainst the employm:nt of the
lopomotive. Btephenaon alone stood by
it. The djreotors had confidencs in
him, and deolded to make a teat, They
offored a prizes of £500 for tbhe best
ivcomotive for the conditiona pre-
soribed. One of these was that it
should maintain a speed of teu miles
pur “ hour. Four lopomoutives were
bullt, the “Novelty,* **Perseveranoe,*’
‘‘Bunspare1l’’ and *“Rooket.”” Che
Intter was built by young Bobert
Btepbenson, alded by bis fatber, Tne
iirst taree pignally falled to meet the

requirements, The ‘‘Rogket’’ wut-
'atned during a trial trip with
thirteen  tone*  wejght in  cars,

a speed of (wenty-nine miles per
bour—three times the speed that one
of the judges had deoclared to he the
Jimic ot possibllity. Tbe spectators
were fliled with astonisument, and vne
of the dircotors ot the road Lifted up
nis nands and exdaimeds, “Now le
George Bivphenron at last delivered!”
Thie wus in 1830, aud eight of the
Btephenson locomotives were con-
strupted and put on the lipe.

The practlcabjlity of railway loco-
motion was now established, and Hnes
wers projeoted in wevery direotlon.
The next Hue on which St-phenson
was ongaged was the London and
Birmiogbam raliway, whioh required
the sopetrnoiton ol tbe Kilsby tunne),
2400 yards lu length and penetratiog
160 1est below tbe surface. [t was
successfully saccomplished, and was
justly regarded a8 a greal engineering

triumpb,

The oppositicn 1o Btephenson’s
idean of railroading did not ali
disappear with his viotory, but
be was npo longer plaped at

disadvantage.i The *priofession® would
not recognize blm s aD engiDeer, »nd
the Civil Engineers® [nstitute wouid
not waive the vonditioun thut be ahould
conpose & probatiorory e:say in proof
of bis capacity as an engineer, and
admlit bim, Ahout this tline bhe wae
paile . to adviss Leopold, king of Bel-
glum, as to the moat effipient aystem of
raflwaya for the latter’s kingdom,
Htephenson did not peed the recvgni-
tion of foppery =«nd frlppery to bring
him to the iront., He oame forward
through sheer force of iatelleol aAnd
never-lailing determination. He pro.
Jeoted the High Lievel Bridge over the
Tyoe, but did not live to ree It com-
pleted. The work was performed by his
son Robert, who was worthy of such a
tatber, and has done muob t2 bring
honor to the Btephenson name.

The history of Gecrge Btepbenson
ia & lesson to men of all time. MKy pa-
tient, unwearied, self-reliant Induatry,
he rose from obseurity to world-wide
renowD, emphatically proving that
perseveranoe 18 power, He was vigor-
ous In thought and energetiogin actlon.
When be was recogulzed as the great.
¢ot engineer of bis day, the avplal ele.
vativn did npot destroy bis natural
humility, The absence vf vauity was

as maried io him as was his possespion

«t hiw life I8 one of deep interest, es-
peolally to younyg men; and enforcea
valuable lessone, Today, June 9th,
the anniversary of the day when
beaven gave to earth such a rapre-
sentetive of frank, fearless and heroio
manbood, is a fitting time for those of
the pregent to step forward with a de-
terminatinrn to succeed, as did George
Atephenron, In good and noble work.

WASHINGTON LETTER.

The gold gquestion 1s again very
muoph on top, the exportstion of gold
having brought the reserve und below
$80,000,000, and the prozpect belng
that & large amouat will be required
to meet tbe demunde for the pext week
or tea days. Urent pressure la still
being Lrougbt to bear by the New
York bankers {0 compel an issue of
bonds, but it §8 buving no apparent
effect. A specis] meeting of the cabinet
was held thls ruornlng to comsider this
question and it was & very lengthy
one, No announcement has been
made, nor s likely to be made,foresvime
time of any chuige In the present
polioy, =although tbhere uare good
reasona for believing there will
be u change ehould the present
demand for gold coutjnue for any
length of time to be ae great as during
the past week. While it canoot be
stuted as a certainty, it is belleved by
somue luwyers that Seoretury Carlisle
baa autbority under a aeotiov of the
apt of March 17, 1862, to fesue legal
tonder notes for the purpose ol pur-
obasing goid. The cabinet is aaid to
think that this metbod if it be legal
would be prefersble to an lssue of

boode. Those who plaim that the
autbority conferred by the not men-
tioped atill exlata pay that there

is no Jimit other itban the segretary’s

Jiseretlon to the amount of legal
tender notes that may be ia-
suud * to purobase zold. Tbls would

me: t the upproval of those who think
sn incresse in the am.unt of money
in pirculalion would be advantageous,
and it could not be plaimed by those
who profes:to be In deadly fearof a
depreciated currenoy that there would
be the sllghtest danger in that direc-
tlon, ag every dollar eo lssued would
be replaced in the tressury by a gold
doilar, provided, of ocourse, that the
gold could be obtalpned at par. Your
correspondent doubts the existence of
the autbority for tbe jfssue of legal
tender notes by the secretary of tbe
treasury.

The annual meeting of the board of
lady regents of the Mount Vernpon as-
sociation, whiph was ubnusuaily lu-
teresting this year, h=8 Just adjourned,
Accoroing to the annual report o! the
superintendent 87,000 people vislted
tbe grounds last year, That npmber
will be gquadrupled thls year by rea-
son of theelectrlorailway from Alexan-
dria to the Mount Vernon groucds.
From sach visltor tbe asuociatlon ex-
aota twently-tive cents for admission to
tbe grounds, and in additlon a steam
boat company which has for many
Yerrs been monopolizing tbe right to
land at the Mount Vernen wharf has
paid nlpe cents for each paseenger. This
steam boal pompuny has grown rich
out of vileitora to Mount Vernou, und



