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votes stephenson ordered the engine
man to lower him down the shaft in
thetheooroetheoborveorve there was danger it might
be death before him but he must 0goo
Asan those about the pit mouth saw him
descend rapidly out of eight and
heard from the gloomy depth of the
shaft minifiedmingled cries orof despair and
agony giai g from the workworkpeople
below they gazed on the heroic man
with breathless amazement he was
soonoon at the bottom and in the midst of

hishia workmen who were paralyzed at
the danger which threatened the liveslivee
of all in the pit leaping from the
borve on its touching the ground h
called out stand back are there
six men among you who have courage
enough to follow me if so come and
we will put the fire out silence
succeeded the frantic tumult of the
previous minute and the men followed
and set 0t work A wall was raised at
the entrance to the main thug
excluding the atmosphere the fire
was extinguished the people were
saved from death and the mine was
preserved

after thinthia stephenson invented
the georda safety lamp the name
of sir humphrey davy has been
generally identified with the anven
tion but stephenson had made a sacone
cess ul trial of his lamp before davys
invention was made public

many people predicted that some
day there there would be a terrible
disaster at killingworth by the blow-
ing ulofup of stephensonsstephensonle engines but
they worked on and hebe built new ones
with improvements such as experience
suggested and his ingenuity devised
he was to build the hettonbetton
lindofline of railway and it was opened in
Novemnovemberbor 1822 five otof his locomo-
tives were titat work on it this was the
first decisive recognition of his engi-
neering skill

the stocktonton and darlington line
the first public railway was opened in
1825 mr stephensonhenson himself drove
the lococo ive at the opening cere-
monies drawing a train of thirty
eight oarscare at a speed of twelve miles an
hour then came the liverpoolLiveroool and
manchester railway which mr
SteD henson was engaged to build
this line received opposition almost
everywhere it was fought in
parliament and the bill providing
for it was withdrawn during the
inquiry a parliamentary committee
subjected stephensonStep benson to a rigid cross
examination one member hinted
that he was mad another suggested
that he must be a foreigner and be
was subjected to severe rebuffs the
idea ofaof a train going nine or ten bailes
an hour was regarded as absurd A
member suggested that if a cow
setget on the track when a train was
going at that rate it would be a very
awkward circumstance aye aye
replied stephenson in his broad

dialect very awk-
ward indeed for the coo

the projectors of the line surveyed a
new route and this time got the bill
through parliament it provided that
the road should cross chat gosp a
deep bog twelve miles square which
was thoughtthoughttt have some connection
with the b pit it was said
that nodo man in his senses would
undertake to do it B t stephenson
hadbad not known failure even
when the directorsdireitors of wethe road

growgrew discouraged he urged them to
persevereperpesvererevers the insatiable bog seemed
to swallow all but after six months of
labor the solid embankment arose
above the bog stephensons vigor
and determination hdhad conquered

the question as to what power
would tobe used on the road was a
difficult one ta decide the eminent
practical engineers of the country re-
ported against the employment of the
locomotive Step benson alone stood by
it the directors had in
him and decided to make a test they
offered a prize ifcf buo for the best
locomotive for the conditions pre-
scribedbed one of these was thatthai it
should maintainmaiDmai tainlatain a optedept ed of tonteu miles
per hour four locomotives were
built the novelty PP 1

sanspareil and rocket 2 the
latter was built by young robert
stephenson aided by hisbin father toethe
dratdinst turee signally failed to meet the
requirements the rocket at

during a trial trip with
aurleen tons weight in cars
a speed of twenty nine miles per
hour three times the speed that oneoae
of the judges had declareddeolared to be the
limit of possibility the spectators
were filled with amonsen ment and one
of the directors of the road lifted up
hisbis hands and exclaimedexilaimed now tipie
george stephenson at lastjast delivered
this was laiia 1830 audand eight of the
stephenson locomotives were con-
structedted and put on the line

the practicability of railway loco
motion was tiownow established and lines
were projected in every direction
the next line on which st phealon
was engaged was the london and
birmingham railway which required
the construction of the kileby tunnel
2400 yards toin length and penetrating

teetfeet below the surface it was
successfully accomplished and was
justly regarded as a great engineering
triumph

the opposition to stephenson s
ideas ot railroading did not all
disappear with hisbis victory but
he was no longer placed at

profession 11 would
not recognize him as an engineer undand
the civil institute would
notdot waive the condition that be should
condose a probation ory essay in proof
of his capacity as an engineer and
admit him about this time he was
calleballe I1 to advise leopold king of bel-
gium as to the most efficient system of
railways fur the lattlattererPa kingdom
stephenson did not need the recogni-
tion of foppery and frippery to bring
him to the front he came forward
through sheer force of intellect and
never tailing determination he pro-
jected the high level bridge over the
tyne but did not live to peefee it com-
pleted the work was performed by his
son robert who was worthy of such a
latherfather and has done much 0t bring
honor to the stephenson name

the history of george
is a lesson to men of all time by pa-
tient unwearied self reliant industry
he rose from obscurity to worldwideworld wide
renown emphatically proving thatthai
perseverance is power he was vigor-
ous in thought aad energetic in action
when he was recognized as the great-
est engineer of hisbis day the social ele-
vation did not destroy hisbis natural
humility the absence of vanity was
as marked in him as was hisbis possession

of tenacity of purposepur his death
occurred august the record

1 hisbin life lain one of deep interest es-
peciallyally to young menomen and enforcesenforcer
valuable lessonleaannelea aone today june jtb
the anniversary of the day when
heaven gave to earth such a repre-
sentativesentasent tivestive of frank fearlessfear leaa and heroic
manhood toie a fitting time for those of
the present to step forward with a de-
termination to succeed asa did george
Stepstephensonbenson ioin good and noble work
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the gold question is again very
much on top the exportation ofif gold
having brought the reserve und below

and the prospect being
that a large amount will be required
to meet the demands for the next week
or tonten days areat pressure is batill
being brought to bear by the new
york bankers to compel an issue of
bonds but it is having no apparent
effecteftent A sped ilal meeting of the cabinet
was held this morning to consider this
question and it was a very lengthy
one no announcement hashag been
made nor is likely to be
time of04 any change in the present
policy although there are good
reasons for believing there will
be a change should the present
demand torfor gold continue for any
length of time to be as great as during

i the past week while it cannot be
stated as a certainty it is believed by
some lawyers that secretary carlisle
has authority under a section of the
act of march 17 1862 to issue legal
tender notes for the purpose if pur-
chasing goligold the cabinet is said to
think that this method if it be legal
would be preferable to an issue of
bonds those who claim that the
authority conferred by the act men
tinned still exists say that there
is no limit other than the secre
tasdiscretion to the amount of legal
tender notes that may be is-
sued to purchase izoldgold this would
metme t the approval of those who think
an increase in the amount of money
in circulation would be advantageous
and it could not be claimed by those
who profess to be in deadly fear of a
depreciated currency that there would
be the slightest danger in that direc-
tion as every dollar so issued would
be replaced in the treasury by a gold
dollar provided of course that the
gold could be obtained at par your
correspondent doubts the existence of
the authority for the issue of legal
tender notes by the secretary of the
treasuryry

the annual meeting of the board of
lady regents of the mount vernon Asae
gocie tion which was unusually in-
teresting

ln
tecreatingresting this year hshas just adjourned
accordingAcco raint to the annuel report of the
superintendent people visited
the grounds last year that number
will be quadrupled this year by rea
son of the electric railway from alexan-
dria to the mount vernon grounds
from each visitor the association ex
acts twenty five cents for admission to
the grounds and in addition a steam
boutboat company which hasbaa for many
beare been monopolizing the right to
land at the mount vernon wharf has
paid ninineno cents for each passenger thissteam boat company has grown rich
out of visitvisitorsdrs to mount vernon and


