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THE office of Selectman is now one

of very great importance in every | tration in Utah, whether it be view-

e —

an added requirement which the
Legislature is not  authorized to
make and is therefore void.

We do neot think this will stand
the test of a higher tribunal. The
Legislatures of the States generally

at the school mﬂetintﬁ provided 1;?1'
in the statute, and that the people
accepted and adopted that report.
In such case the new trustees will
have to take hold of the business of
the school district as it came into

have ample authority to such | their hands, collect the tax assessed
laws and regulations as will rve | and pay the liabilities contracted
the purity of elections. Registration | under the old law, neither of which

is made wvoid by -the new. Section
22 of the Act of 1880 says: “Nothing
in this Act shall be so construed as
| to interfere with any assessment
heretofore made or contract entered
into by the parties under the former

is a measure devised to prevent
fraud at the polls, and is not essen-
llatiy a “‘qualification” of an elector
when that term is strictly applied.
However, it will not affect regis-

county of this Territory. It was al-

ways c ne that required a clear head, |
an honest heart and a diligent hand. | t),6
- But the additional dufies imposed |over ¢

- upon selectmen by recent legisla- | tion,” and s

tion make the responsibilities of
their position more onerous than

ever, and render it necessary that|elections shall be such as shall be
great care should be exercised in |prescribed by the Legislative As-

choosing candidates therefor.

‘With the probate judge, the se- adopted of
lectmen of a county form the Coun- | the old

ty Court, having the management
of all county business, the custody

of all county property, the handling | Was made to satisfy the clamors of a
and expenditure of all county finan- | Small minority, and to show that

ces, the laying out of county roads,
the arrangement of county bridges,
the granting of mill sites and many
other thjngs affecting the material
’i?eglfarﬂ of ‘;he Gﬂulflt}?, as well iﬂ~ b

charge and care of paupers, insan

persons, idiots and orphans; also to

|

ces pending a general election.
~ In addition to these and other
duties under the old statutes, the
new irrigation law makes the select-
men ez officio water commissioners, |
The duties of their office are
extensive and of vital interest to the
ublic. We do not pro to point
hem out in this brief article, they
are plainly described in the law on
But they affect the
title of the "land owners in the re-
spective counties to the use of water
for irrigation, and we know of no
public question of greater moment
to the people of Utah, than that
which relates to their water rights.
These ought to be settled and secur-
ed with as much care and certainty
as titles to real estate.

In - the settlement of dis-
putes between individuals, com-
panies, and organized irriga-
tion - districts, the selectmen
oecupy & position requiring tact,
judgment, experience, honor and
firmness, as well as a knowledge of
the locality, and its history and sur-
roundings not usually possessed
by the general community.

It is for this reason specially that
we call attention to the necessity of
having the incumbents of this office
veally and truly selec men, uagble,
worthy and sound, who can de-

nded upon to judge righteously,
act wisely and deal prudently in all
things that come under their juris-
diction. Im this case, indeed, ‘“good

menjand wise men should be sought
for ‘ligeut.iy,” and such men the
d “‘observe to uphold.”

people shou
e e gl v —— .

THE LAW OF REGISTRATION,

Tar Supreme Court of Wisconsin
has recently rendered a decision of a
very singular character. It has an-|
nounced that the registry law of the
State is unconstitutional. This con=
clusion js not based upon any an- {
omalous provision in the local law or
the State constitution, invalidating |
either, but is reached on broad
grounds which, if tenable, affect
every State in the Union which has
a statute making registration one of
the qualifications of voters, but no
special constifutional provision au-
thorizing such a law.

The position taken by the Wis-
consin Solons is that the constitu-
tion of the State fixes the qualifica-
tions of voters, and that they cannot |
be affected by act of the Legislature.
The Court says: “The electdr pos-
sessing the (;lualiﬁcatinna ibed
by the consfitution, is invested with
the constitutional right te vote at
any election in this State. These
gualifications are explicit, exclusive
and unqualified by any exceptions,
provisos or conditions, and  the con«
stitution, either directly or by im-
plication, confers no authority upon
the Legislature to change, impair,
add to or adridge them in any

res t!l
he argument based on this posi-

| by declaring that they had no show

| citizens, and at the same time pro-

law,” ete.

This shows that both the assess-
ments and liabilies, properly made
under the old law, are valid under.

ed as a qualification of votef§ or asa
rovision to. protect the ballot box,
he Organic Act confers upon
islative Assembly power
rightful subjects of legisla-,
pecially provides - that
after the first election held in the
Territory, ““the right of suffrage and
of holding -office at all subseqguent

went out of office when their suc-
cessors were elected and qualified,
there isno one left to eollect the
unpaid assessments nor settle the
liabilities unless it be the new trus-
tees, who should, of ceurse, proceed
in all their official transactions un-
der the provisions of the statute b
virtue of which they were elected.
We trust that this reply will be sat-
isfactory to all parties concerned.

- -

EVERY LITTLE HELPS.

THE Democratic party is likely to
receive considerable support during
the approaching struggle, from a
source which exercises considerable
influence, although it has no voice
nor vote in national affairs. We al-
lude to the Woman Suffrage Associ-
ation. Delegates from this organiz-
ed body were sent to each of the
great conventions. At Chicago they
were snubbed; at Cincinnati they
were welcomed. No recognition
was given them by the Republicans,

but the Democrats extended to them
every reasonable courtesy. The
consequnce is that tne old Quaker’s
remark is likely to receive another
practical illustration, ‘“Honey will
catch more flies than vinegar.”

The representative women )
“Our delegation was treated at Chi-
cago with positive rudeness,” but at
Cincinnati, it was a.ssignecf a place
in the convention and our memorial
was read by the Secretary amid
cheering and waving of handker-
¢hiefs from the best men of A meri-
ca and women of wealth and social
standing.”” They consider that the
Democrats recognized the claims of
woman to the suffrage as nearly as
could be expected, and that their
efforts secured the wording of the
fifth plank in the Democratic plat-
form in a manner leaning to their
cause. Itreads: “The right of a
free ballot is the right of a rights
and must and shall be maintained
in every part of the United States.””
This is interpreted by those ladies as

sembly.” . |
"The registration system was
necessity in Utah when
system of marked ballots
was abolished. The change, so far as

the unmarked baHot is concerned,

—

their charges of a desire on the part

of the leaders here to trace out the

votes of electors with a view to in-

EimjdatMH, was a groundless slan-
er.

It was conceded by all that
the old system - formed and
most perfect method of securing,the
honest election, by preventing fraue
repeating and other devices of polit-
ical dodgers, but it was claimed by
its opponents that registering would
answer the same purpose without
the objectionable feature of the
marked ballot. It was abolished,
and a registration Jaw : to
guard the ballot box from fraud.
Then the opponents of the old me-
thod had another grievance. They did
not want what they pleased to call “‘a
cumbersome registration law,” and
many of them declined to register,
and tried to make capital out of the
absence of their names on the list,

¥

of ec!uai rights at the polls, and sim-
ilar *‘Liberal’ nonsense.

- What they wanted was an un-
guarded ballot box, . This they de:
manded as “a free election.” Free-
dom to repeat. Freedom to ‘“‘stuff”
the box at will. Freedom for the
wily minerity to run over the unso-
phisticated majority. But they did
not gain their wishes. .. We have a
sound and fair election law, giving
equal rights to all in each s of

tecting the polls and preventing frau-
dulent’ manipulation of the ballots
and tampering with the returns.
Now, we hope that in those dis-
tricts where the so-called ¢Liberals™
intend ‘to make a struggle for the
the local offices

control of and | jntended to cover the ground of uni-
finances, those whose duty it is to| yersal suffrage, which would roper-
watch the whole of the elec-| )y include all citizens, male and

tion will be vigilant and unwearied.
None should . be rmitted to|
vote under any. consideration whose
names are not upon the registry list,
and the closest scrutiny and care
should be exereised over the returns.
Let no man leave his post when it
is assigned fo him, and let every|
mﬁhm voter of the People’s Par-
‘ty be alive to his or her duty on the|
Second day of August, in this pres-
ent year of our Lord Eighteen
hundred and eighty.

OLD BUSINESS AND NEW
.. TRUSTEES.

female,

The influence of woman in all the
avenues of life cannot be denied and
should not be ignored. Although
the ladies who are battling for the
rights of their sex have no votes to
cast, they can exercise great power
over many who hold the ballot, and
this will have no small weight in the
campaign about to be opened.
Among the chances to be counted in
favor of Hancock is the moral sup-
port of the Woman Suffrage Asso-
ciation of the United States. 1

| SHAMEFUL INJUSTICE.

THERE is a case pending before the
United States courts, the merits of
which will appeal to the sympathies
and justice of the American people.
Upon its decision rests the future
status of the Indians in this coun-
try—whether they are to be ranked
in future as human beings, or, as
now, as wild beasts, rightless and
irrespomsible, - |,

It will be remembered that the
Poneca Indians occupiéd lands in Ne-

A CORRESPONDENT requests us to
answer throught the DESERET NEWS
the following question, for the bene-
fit of others as well as himself: |

‘“Are the trustees elected in 1880
required by law to completé the la-
bors of the ex-trustees, namely, to
collect the delinquent taxes and
pay all former liabilities acerued by
the ex-frustees?”

This is rather a broad question as
put in its commencement, but is

narrowed down towards its close.
It it only refers 1o the collection of |
delinquent taxes by the new trus-
tees and the payment of proper lia-
bilities of the school district, we
should answer in the affirmative.
Bat it is dificult to reply’ to ques-
tions that are not definitely pro-
pounded, 1
"Tt'is to be supposed that fn the
case at issue the assessment made
by _the former trustees was
lawful,  and that . the liabilities in-1, They bro

sent, and with great ‘cruelty and in-
justice, after they had improved
their lands, built school-houses and
churches and made themselves mea-
surably self-sustaining, they were
driven from their homes and com-
peiiad to locate in a malarious por-
tion of thg Indian Territory, where
they are still held -prizoners because
they attempied f9 refurn to - Uielr
{ lands. | '

tion is that if registration is not
named In the constitution as a

‘needful qualification of a voter, it is'

curred were properly contracted; | Nebraska lands, and two lawyers
also that the former trustees made gave their serv:‘ices gmtuitouzg to

their financial report to the people | the case. These lawyers sent a mes'

the new; and since the old trustees.

{ the union wni¢ch “Mormon™

| vehemently

braska, and that without their con- |

ght suit to recover thelr|

senger to the Poncas to -instruct and
advise with them as to methods of
procedure, etc. But immediately
upon his arrival, the messenger
was arrested, imprisoned and 1ll-
treated by the Ponca agent—one
Whiting—and finally was driven
from the Territory, followed by
armed men, and his life threatened
if he dared to return. Hé did not
see his clients and they are still cut
off, forcibly, from all communica-
tion with their counsel.

These poor Indians as plaintiffs in
a suit have a right to free and un-
interrupted consultation with their
counsel, and no petty Indian agent
whﬂ right it:egrevent it, r:;;'t?o imé

n any cit totally guiltless o

offense beyond that of working to
gain for these serfs of the govern-
ment the standing of human beings.
It is a case founded upon the very
principles of our boasted liberties,
and the Indian Department’ may as
well understand' that the 'people
know the facts and intend to see
justice done. |

The case of the Poncas is but one
among the many crimes of the
white race towards the rede, which
are recorded on ‘high and will be
summed up in the. great day of
reckoning for men and nations.

- -
CHURCH INFLUENCE IN POL-
ITICS.

SomE of our very radical Republi-
can opponents make a great outery
against rehgion having any influence
at all in politics. That is, they make
a big ado about *“Mormon” power in
political matters. When the reli-
gious force happens to turn in their
favor they have nothing to say, un-
less it be by way of encouragement
and endorsement. Yet if the
rule is correct, that a man’s religion
should have no effect whatever on
his pelitics, it should hold good in
every direction. s

But we notice in some _
pagers approving remarks about the
influence expected to be used by the
“Brethren,” or “Campbellites” as
they are sometimes called, in the
election campaign for General Gar-
field. Here 1s an extract from an
eastern journal which illustrates the
subject:

“Garfield holds an interest in the
heart of every member of this de-
nomination which cannot be satis-
factorily explained by themselves or
anyone else. Ev republican of
this membership will of course use
all the influence he can "bring to
| bear for his election. Many consci-

States who are members of' this fra-
ternity will vote for ‘him -on the
ground they know him to bea faith-
ful Christian gentleman and brother
in their church. Many Southern
members of this church who have
loudly assailed any and every Re-
publican candidate will, with hush-
ed voice and closed l'ipe,-withhnld
their upBoaiﬁan for the sake of the
enareh ;- 4

1t is further claimed that this de-
nomination numbers 500,000 mem-
bers in the United States,and it isan-
ticipated that most of them will vote
for Garfield on grounds of brother-
hood; mark it, Democrats as well as
repuﬁlimna be expected to unite
for their co-religionist. s is food

Republican |

|

entious democrats in the Southemrn |

religionists to pay no atten
whatever—unless it be fo nmileﬁ:
their twisting—to those anti-<),.
m ﬁn :ﬂur se 1;: Mormon® poli
who affect to be so opposed to Ch
influence in civil a&ira. Give o
a chance and they will exercie
8 hundred fold more arbitray
authority than they wuntruthfully
accuse the priesthood of wielding
and you find that all their taj
amounts to this: “Be ruled g
guided and led by me, instead of by
th(e) authorities of the Church.”
ur only true policy in all our
tical matters is solid union atpqﬂt
polls. Before a ticket is made, every
man and woman should exercis
Judgment; they have a right to indi
vidual preferences. And so far s
abstract right is concerned, th
have the same afterwards and
the time. But considering our posi-
tion, small numbers in the country,
relationship to each other, duty t
those whom we frs vote to sus.
tain as our leaders, obMNgations fo
God and His work on the
earth, when a ticket is once made
up in the People’s Convention,
we ought to cease our divisions
put aside our personal predilections
and go together as a unit to the
polls, having for the welfare
of our Church as well as all other
Ert_:-per considerations, and keepin
rightly and clearly before us,
the time, that important injunction
of our Great Head; ““Seek ye first
the Kingdom of God and His right.
eousness,” -
These who think theyn eon- ae
sfrue this in to a “union between
Church and State,” are at Ii
to try their hands at it. In tru
their is no such union in Utah. But
we are to confess 'to all the world
that our religion has a great effect
upon our politics, and it makes little
ﬁ’arenﬂe; to us vgm likes or dislikes
our position . this  respeet,
Butitis our firm opinion th];teetf
men were guided by true Eliginﬁs
impulses in political and other
civil affairs throughout the" whele
world, mankind would be the better
for it; there would be less corruption,
bribery, selfishness, office-hunting,
office-stealing, jobbery and State
evils of every kind, and that the
downfall of nations, pidz impend-
ned for an in-

ing, would be postpag
. Those who takea

Ggefinite
different view are welcome o their
opinion, but we claim a right to ours,
and not only to think as we do, but
to act upon our belief, and in all
lawful ways fo induce others to
think and act in harmony with us
and the Church to which we belong.
And we would like to know wm

going to try to prevent it!

LOCAL AND OTHER Hi'l'l'm

FROM FRIDAY'S DAILY, JULY 16

Pastor and I'unm’t:mam"c.erg.-—.—a_t!h cor-
respondent writes that it is rumored
the Presbyterian chapel, in Briﬁm
City will shortly be occupied for &
gb—ﬂfﬂﬁh which the Pastor there
long desired. The reverend
gentleman has but a small salary at
present, which he will increasea lit-
tle by selling postage stamps. ;

Married.—And now it is our wor-
thy young friend, J T. Bate-
man, son of Samuel Bdteman, of
West Jordan, who has beecome the
happy husband, of another of our
fair acquaintances, Miss Julia Clara

for rejoicing among Garfleld’s non-
religious supporters. '

Now if it is all right for the ““Chris-
tian Brethren,” or Campbellites,” to
support one of their number in poli-
tics because he is a “brother in
their church,” why should it be all
wrong for the '

“Mormons” to act om the same
prineiple? - .
1t will be found on investigation

that those who prate the loudest
about “sheep-like submission to the

Latter-day Saints or |

Strong, of Aelﬁine. The ceremony
was rmed yesterday, in this
city, by President D. H. Wells. The
yfqungmu tl; argdﬁaeni'ingbf a life
of prosperity and happiness; whiech
we sincerely trust wiﬁ be theirs,

Bound' Over.—“Bill” COlays, the
fellow arrested for assaulting a com-
rade named Gus Reinig with a
pistol, on the Utah 'Western, the
other day, was before Justice Py-

will of the leaders,” who ridicule
: preach-
ers inculeate, and who declaim so
_ tly against the influence
of religion in politics, are only angry
because they cannot secure the same
following, unity and influence of
every kind fthat they hold up for
animadyversion in others. our
political “boss™ is generally a ty-
rant, and uses as much coercion as
the rank and file will submit to; he
will resort to all the pressure and
every kind of a lever acd _
at his command fo secure union in
the party; and will avail himself of
all sorts of influences, religious, sec-
War, spirituous, moral, immoral and|
infernal that he can w%eld'nr obtain,’
to ¢arry his point and elect his " ean-{
tqi taa.h His motto iai;‘It’a a}}‘ﬂght
or me, but all wrong for you,

Now we advise our friends and co-'

t| were . called upon

per this morning. He.. waived an
examination, and was bound over
in $500 to await the aetion of the
grand jmg. el
Last might he was on another
“spree,” and will answer to-morrow
to charges of .- drunkenness and
wanton destruction of property.

Condolence. — Elsewhere will be
found the announcement of the
death of another of the children of
Mr. Marion Merrill, of the 17th
Ward. On the 4th inst., the nts

to mourn Igzmlm
of one of their darlinja by _djfhtha-
ria, and to-day their eldest girl,
between five and six years, fell a
viciim to the same disease. - They
have bijl one remaining. We deegli
sympathize with the béreaved _
1y, ?m%pd tr;:pst bgaeirt‘hhearga will . be
comforted ar their heavy ploss
with fortitude, _ £f



