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OR A SAILORS narrativet

oneoile evening nnotot long since a number
of old ship masters chanced to meet at a
social supper and after the cloth was
removed were went in for yamyarn spinning
and namongmon our number was captain
richard nutter and a finer man or
better sailor nevernover trod a deck at
lenienlengiengthit came his turn to tellatellteli a story
or what we preferred and what the
rescaresofusus had done relate some inciinel
dentdelldentoofo exexperienceearence in his own life

wellweli said he rejecting the wine
which wasivas at that moment passed to
cibir thothe first time I1 will give you a
bit early part of my ocean life
and acs ni very importantin octant bit too for

I1 have builtbulit the whole of mmyy
subsequent manhood

to lilisten to capt nutter
tthe most profound attention for

lie only an old seaman but one
f thethi most successful comincommandershilders in
ir marine we listened
ad h ststoryory wag Asas follows
I1 gagwagr very youngoung when finstfirst I1 entered

onou salaaiag bomaboard anand at the age of four-
teen I1 considered myself a sailor
whenwnm I1 was eighteen iwasI1 was shipped on
aiNanboboarnaarnan east indiaman for alongnionga longiong

voyageboyage there were six of us on board
of about the same ageageland we had about

to perform the ship
the old lady dunlap waswa a large one
ahdoutand our crew was large in proportion
there being fifty two all told we
baboysV as we were called messed to-
gether and in all other respects wewerere
separateepanafraf from the rest of thethe crewdustjust
a oiloll as tilethe 0officers were our cacap-
tain vaswas a noble hearted honorahhonorable
man kindhind and generous but yet very
strichstrict 0of course we youngsters found
plentyplent 0of ococcasions on to find fault with
ounohn anand ververy often were his decisions
aarraignedalgne before durmeour messsg and decidedly
condecondemnedned in fact we should have
reversed many of his judgments if we
had tha powpowerer but as he was the com-
mander and we only foremast hands
and boisboys at that L he had his own way
and the luminous decisions we came to
werewerd consequently of no avail and lotlost
roto the world

nowiseNonow iwe boys had learned in the
coursecounse of our travels fo0 o drink grogrog as
wellweil aabyanny saisalalors we could toss offolfoffaolfaa
giasiglashofglassofof rum and water with as much
gracerace aaas any one and we claimed right
woso todo not only as a privilege but asds
an hohonornarhgr to whichaich a life upon the ocean
entitled us but even in this respect
our captain pretended to differ from
us when we could get on shore we
uwould invariably indulge in our cups
and not would we come
orfoff1 or be brought off in a state any-
thing but sober I1 said we but there
was one of our number who could notriot
belie induced to touch a drop of anything
intoxicating his name was john
small and he belonged to one of the
extreme back towns of newnow jersey

sownow jack small nothut only refrained
from drinkindrinking himself but he used
sometimes to ask us to letiet the stuffstaff
alone he gave thathatt job upU however
for we made such sport of elmeim that hwehie
wasWIS glad to let us alone but our cap-
tain had sharp eyes and it waswag not
iding before he beboanbeanbeganan to show jack
favilfavorsfavorarg which he did not show to us
hp would often take jackonjaekjack on shore with
himhla to spend the night and such things
as that while we were kept on board
the ship of course this created a sort

on our part and it ended in a
decided iiiliiill will towards poorjaekjack

now jnn truth jack was one of the
best fellows in the world he was kind
obalobligingit ing honest always willing to lend
a helpinghQaping hand in case of distress and
as true a friend as ever livedlard only he
wouldhit drink with us that was all
N76 that all he learned faster
than wp did he was a better sailor and
had learned more of navigation but
this weirfredwe fried to layiky to the captains
paying him the most attention though

knew better at the time forwe had
thetho privilege of learning just as much
as welwei had a mind to tiiethe truth of the
matter was iawe loved tho idea of welbetbeinsbeingng
old hitkitsalts better thanthau we did anything
elseeiseelseandfindfina we spent momoreretimetime in watch-
ing

1

for opportunities to hayehavo a spree
than we did in learninglearn liohig to perfect our-
selves 1inn the proTesprofessionsionslon henad chosen

it 1evenwan got soto at lenienlengthlenthth that jack
small was called upon to taketaue the deck
sometimes when the officers were busy
and hesed to work out thetile reckonings
at ngoingak as easily as did ththee captaincaptginqin
retfettet tiba was in our mess and helie was a

sorosore we saw that he was
reaching rapidly ahead of us in everyever

and yet wawe would nonot
open allualiuauraun eyes we were envious of his
good fortunefortuno asbe callcailcallededitit and useduseda
to seizeselie every opportunity to tease and
ninrun him but liehe nenever got angry in re

turn he sometimes would lauiaulaughh at us
and at others he would so feelinglyeelingo
chide us that we would remain very
silent for a while
at length the idea entered our heads

that jack should drink with us we
talked the matter over in themesa when
jack was absent and wowe mutually
pledgedledged each other that we would makeelmeimhim drink at the first opportunity
after this determination was taken weI1
treated jack more kindly and he was
happier than he had been for sometime
once more we laughed and joked with
him in the mess and he in return
helped us in our navigation we were
on our homeward bound passage by
the way of brazil and our ship stopped
at rioeio janerio where we remained a
wweekek or so one pleasant morningt we
six youyoungsters received perpermissionn to
go onshoreon shore and spend the whole day
and accordingly we ririgged up in our best
togs and were carried to the landinghanding

now was our chance and we put our
heads together to see howkowhow it should be
done jajaeksjackseklsekys very first desiredesiro after he
got ashore was to go up and examine
the various things of interest in the cityeity
heire wanted to visit the churches and
suehsuch like places and to pleasepleast himiehim we
agreed to go with him if he would go
andandraketaltaitakee dinner with usjis he agagreedreed to
this at once abildandeewe thought gehad
him siiresure wowe planned ththatat after
dinner was eatenenten we would have some
light sweet wine brought on and we
would contrive bogetto getgot enough rumruna into
what he drank to upset him jonjoror bothinothingng
on earth could please us more than to
geljackgebget jaekjack smallsmail drunk findand eartycarry himhina
on board in that mannormanner for we fancied
that the captaicaptainsnys favoritism would be
at an end and that he would no ignignerlongerer
look upon ouiour rival with preferpreferenceeleoeico
over ourselves we had tilethe matter all
arranged and inthein the meantime we paid
jack all the attention inin our power
so much so that he atal length slsignified
a willingnessonessgness to go anywhere aleaseto please
us provided we would not go into any
bad place i

aliah what have you cereashereashedked jack
betraying some uneasiness at the appear-
ancean off ttheh glasses and bottles

bebgebbeaonlynioy a littleblittle new widewlee I1 replied aaas
carelessly asets I1 could mere juice of the
ggraperape I1 I1 I1

itt 1 jilt winowine nevertheless pursued
he I1

it wine cried 10samam pratt who
was about one of the hardesthandest nuts old
neptune ever cracked

no10 chimed in tim blackblaek another 0off
about the same stamp its only a little
simplesimplesimpie juice come boys fill up

Tthele glasses werewera accordingly filled
sam pratt performing that duty andana
he took good care that jacks glassalas had
a good quantity of sweetened rum in it

no said jack as the glass wwashlas moveoved
towards him if you are goinga to eoncon
meneethus It will keep your company
with water while you remain orderly
but I1 will not touch winevyine

this was spoken very mildly and
with a kind smile but yet it was spoken
firmly and we could see ththatatourour plan
wasaWagawas aboutbOllt being knocked in the headwead
we urged him to drinkdrini with us only
one glasslass iftnomoremoremoro we told him how
innocent it was and ho happy his
social glass would make us boutwe could
not move him

thenetathenet him go cried tim who had
already drank some in fact the wholehoiehole
oc jack hadbad dradnadrank more or less
during the forenoon leblet him go
bedontwe dont want the mean fellow with
us I1

it addeaddedsamagam withwith a bitter off
he goes 11 if heshai too good totd drinkwith
hishig shipmates wewb dont wunwantthimihimyou misunderstand moeroe saldsaidsaia jaekjack in
a tone of pain T am not too goodgood to
drink with yogsogyousou in the gensesense in which
you would take it butbutr I1 do not wish
to drink at all 1 1 1

too stingy all said 1 deter-
mined to makemike him drink ifir redredfieldhildfild
but jacl looked at me so reproachfullyfully
as I1 saidgald this that I1 wished that I1 hidhad
not spoken asiasa did i

if you wish to enjoy lourviayour vinowinosaml mess
mates said small at tildthe sometimesamee time
rising from his chair you can so
but rbee youou viiiwill me I1 will
pay my sharoshare af the expenses for the
dinner

and for your share of the winewin said
Ttimim for we ordered for you

no returned jaekjackjaekyjacky I1 cannot pay for
anyivy of the wine

veanmean cried two monthreeor three at laifaia preatdathli
1 nonoaono ulessmates notpot meanmeak I1 will
pay for thothe whole of the effiner for
emeryevery article you andind I1 have had iuahluahhihns4
householise eaves ewinethelineth r

andasand AS he spoke liehe rang il1theb bell heee
asliaskeded the who what was

filethothe bill for- the company without tiletho
J wineurine andmid afnerafter the amount hadbad been

stateddaldafted lieho took out highishi purse to pay it

when sam Pprattcatt who was our acknow-
ledged leader caught his arm

no not so saidbaid sam you shallshail not
ppayay iitt for we will not eat at the expense
of ononee who will sneak out of the scrape
in this way we want nothing more to
do with you unless you take a 9glasslass of
wine with us I1

very well said jack
I1 and as he spoke

I1 could see that his lip quivered and
that he dared not speak more

he turned toward the door then but
before he reachreacheded it tim nickblack ran
and caught him at the same time ex-
claimingclaimanclaiminalmin

may irbeI1 be blessed if you go off so any
I1vayway youve commenced and now
youve got to stick itlt out

this was the signal for us to com-
mence again and onoeonce more we tried to
urge jack to drink the wine and when
we found that urging would not do we
commenced to ameamoabuse and scoff we
accused him of trying to step over us on
board of ship and of all other bad things
of which we could think for a while
thehe poor fellow seemed inclined to let
hhisIs anger get the upper hand but at
I1length he calmed himself and stepping
bbaekback to his chair no said

shipmates will you listen to me for
I1
a

moment
silence gaveave consent ind in a moment

more lie resumed
since matters have aeme teto thisthia pass

I1 havehaye resolved to tell you what I1 had
meant to keep locked up in my bosom

we ilbahad always thought from jacks
manner that there wasvas something becu
liarilar connected with his early lifeilfe andana
we were all attention in a moment

my story is but a short one he con-
tinued and I1 eancan tell it in a very few
words fromfroni the time of my earliest
childhood I1 never knew what ifit was to
have a happy home my father was a
drunkard once hohe had been a good
man and a good husband but rum
ruined alkhisallail his manhood and made a
brutebruto of him I1 can remember how
cold and cheerless was the first winter
of ln lifeilfe totd which my memory leads
mmea back we had no fire no food no
elocloclothcioththesthosesnodojoyboynono nothing hothnothingg
but misery andalid woe my poor motmotherer
used to clasp mome to herlier bosom to keepheap
me warm and once onceonca I1 remember
when her very tears froze on my cheek
oh how mynay mother prayed to god for
ilerlier husband and 1I who could butburjustjust
prattle learned to pray too AndIand I1 used
totd see that husband and father return to
his home and I1 rememberber how bitterly
inmyY poor0c 0r mother cried and trembled

whenaenxen I1 grew older I1 had to go out
and beg for breadoread all cold and shiver-
ing I1 waded through the deep snow
with my clothes in tatters and my
freelinfreezing feet almost bare and eisawI1 saw
other alldrenchildren dressed warm and com-
fortablefortable andnd I1 knewlinew they were happy
for they laughed and stingsung as they
bounded along toward school these
boys had sober fathers I1 knew that
their fathers were no better than mine
had been once for my mother had told
me how noble my own father could be
if the accursed deniondemon rum had not been
in his way but the fatal power was
upon him andpud though he often prom-
ised and though liehe often tried ttyet he
could not escape

time passed on audand I1iwasanvils eightyears
old and these eight years had been
years of suehsuch sorrow and dufferinsuffering as I1
pray god mayinlayr never see another ex-
perienceperiperlcrlenceleneeeneeence aiAt length one cold mornmorningb
linfinin the dead of winter my fathergather wasas
not at homebome he not been at homee
through the night my mother sent mee
to the tavern to seegee if I1 could find him
I1 hadllad gone half the way widen I1 saw
something in the snow by the side of
tilethe road J1 tappedstop alidand a shudder ran
through me for it looked like a human
form I1 went up to it and turned the
head over and brushelbrushedbrushed the snow oromfrom
the face it was imy father and lieho
was stifstifffandand cold I1 laid my hand upon
lisiiahis palepaie brow and it waswa like solid
marblemarbie helashe was dead I1

poor jack stopped a moment ondand
wiped his eyes not one of us spoke
for we had become too deeply moved
buauf hohe soon went on

I1 went to the tavern andarid boffl the
peopleto le what I1 had found and the land-
lordlorzlort senttent two of his men to carrycarny theithe
frozen body of my father higine oiloh
shipmates I1 cannot tell soilsofiyousou how ilitilmy
mother wept and grogroanedauedaved she sallsarisankc
down upon her knees aindfundand clasped the
lcyley corpse to her beating bosom as
though she would have given it lifeife
from thetile warmth of her own breastbrease
she loved herber husband through airwi
errorserrora and her love wwaswabas all powerful
now the twotn 0 men went off avdeefandavdleclef
the bodypody still on the floorflood my motamotimotherer
wished me to come and kneelkudel by her
sidesido luidI1 ulddid 0soo mychaildmy child said shesho to
nie anuand the big tearstearsears rolled down herlier
chee you know what hahas caused all
this thlethie man was oneeonce as noble and

happy and truetrie lasapasaas a man can be but j
oh see how he has been aown
promise me my child oh promise here
before your dead father and your

i brokenheartedbroken hearted mother that youyoa will
never never touch a single drop of the
fatal poison which has wrought for us
all this misery

oh shipmates I1 did promise then
and there all that my mother asked
and god knowsknows that to this momentmoment
that promise has never been broken
my father was buried and somebome good
kind neighbors helped us through the
winter when the next spring came I1
could work and I1 earned something
for my mother not for the wealth of
the worldwe rid would I1 break the pledpiedpledge I1L
gaveave my mother and my god on AIthaithat

arkdark cold morilmorninging and even had I1
made no such pledge I1 would not touch
the fatal cup forlor I1 know that I1 have a
fond ddoting0 tiin inmotherother11 who would bobe
made misemiserablera ae by my dishonor and I1
would rather die than bring more
sorrow upon her head perhaps
have no mothers and if you have they
do not look to you for support for I1
know you too well to believe that any
of youu would ever brinbringa down a loviovlovingduoanothersherserg grey hairs illin sorrowleerelebretto0 uuie0
grave that is all shipmates let me
now go I1 and you may enjoy
alone for I1 do not believe that you will
again urge the wine cup

As jaekjack thus spoke he turned towartoward
the door but tim blaekblack stopped him

hold on jack cried tim wiping hn
eyese and starting up from his chair 1Iezaelanavehave got a mother and I1 love her aaas
well asahyouyou iovelove soursyours and your mother
shall not be happier thanthail mine for by
the love I1 bear her I1 here swear that
she never have a drunken son I1
will drink no moremote

give us your hand tim cried samma1
pratt illlii go with yonyou

I1 waited no longerlonget but quicklycuicul eklyokly starr-
ing

startl-
ing from my chair I1 joined the othar
two0 and ere long the whole five of uii
joinedined with jack small in his noble life
planpian we called for pen ink and papelpaper
indand madd jack draw up a pledge gilldi hi
signed it first and we followed him
and when the deed was done I1 knew
we were far happierhappler than we ladhadhadlad been
before for many yeyearsITS the wine on
the table was untouched and the liquor
we hadbad drank during the forenoon was
now all gone in its cimbel

towards evening we eeturnedreturned to the
ship there wa a frown upon the ccap-
tains brow asAs we came over the siyesizesidebide
for he had never known us to come par
from a days liberty sober but when
we had all come over the side and re-
ported ourselves to him his countenance
changed he could hardly give evi-
dence of his own senses

look here boys he said after chehad
examined us thoroughly what absabes
this mean ntfit

show him the paper whispered 1I
jack had our pledge and withoutI1speaking lie handedbanded it to the captain

he took jtit and read it and his facefifee
1 changed its expression several times
at length I1 sawasawnsaw a tear startsturt to his eye

boys he said as he folded up the
paper lehme keep this and isyouifyou stick
to your noble resolution you shallshill never
want a friend while I1 live at

wewo let the captain keepkeen the paper
and when he hahad put it in his pocket
he came and took us each in turn by nnie
hand he was much affected and I1
knew the circumstance malemademade hinihim
happyhrip y fromprom that day our prospects
brightened jaekjack smallsmail no longertgerhadlonion had
our envy for he took hold and taught
us narlnarinavigationatlon for we were proud of
him onwn tilethe next voyage we all six
were rated as able seamen and received
full wages and wee left not that noble
hearted captaincaptainununtiltilill we were to become
oilofficersleers on boatic other ships

jack small is cibirnow one of the best
masters in the world and I1 believe the
rest of our party aresare stilltill living honored
and respected men three taistailyears agoaioago
weave all met the whole six of us 6atthet e
astoraitor house in new york andaud ifft adne

af us had broken the pledge which we
illmadainadeado in ohp hotel atjt rio janeiro four
of us werewoe then commanders of goodod
shipsaps one tas a in new york
the other was just going out as ameri-
can consul to one of the italian cities on
the mediterraneanyou know why I1 did nat drink ivinecino
with youau and of course yauyousou will not
urge it unouponunonlimeilmeme nor take my refusal as
a mark of coldness or disrespect ex

timTHE first armarmyy wagonwagan used bby hilethe
Ntaltonaitonal army in tithelewarwar against the
rebellion hadcabeenbeen ppreservedreserved and Nwillvill
figure inill the worlds Eexhibition in learisgnarls
next year
titin mobilebobile tribune says that the

cotton factory at macon Georgeorgiagiagla YIs in
oneopeoperationdaffon and doing well it turns outou
ninety six thousand yards of sheeting

I1 per month


