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THE GOLDEN ROD.

L]
There's goid in the wisers chest
Faat locked with a golden key; ‘
And 4 gold most TAT 10 & Woman'a hair
And a go!d in the sands st sea;
There’s a tawny geld on the whoat's litbe length
Where its breeze tossad bhilows nod,
But never o gold so full nnd free,
Ah, me— .
Nooe, none like the Golden Rod,
There's gold on the maple's branoh
That gleama on the autamn lea,
And a golden crown when the sun dics dewn
Whila the shadows turn and flee;
Thera's & wealth of gold in the pointed leavos
Where the willows strews the sod,
But no su b feathery fllagee,
Ah, me— )
NUI'IEI'. none like the Golden Rod,
There'; gold in tho dawn's taint streaks
That glint on tho poplar tree,
There's gold in the mine, and in lees of wine,
And gold on t he humble beo.
But by the plumen of Ita knightly orest,
Where the wild wind rides roughsnod,
There's is never & gold so fur to soo,

Ah, me—
v the Goalden Rod.
None, pone 11ke ERSEAT MCQGAFFET.

“ MORMON® TEMPLES.

The Latter-day Saints ave n people
much glven to temple building. Like
Inclination characterized former-day
Balnts; neither have Christian people
been Elm only temple builders, but
Pagan and idolatrous nations have
buflt temples in which to worship the
objects of their veneration,

hose who have worshiped the true
and living God have alwaya had their
LPn\p]es,sancr.uaries_‘urb‘;orme covenant,
orother sacred places which they rec-
Oguized as the proper for religious
purposes, sacred ordinauces, .and the
deposilories for most eacred things.

he ‘*Mormons?®’ are not a peculiar
People iu this reapect; they only fol-
low in the- wale of earller devout
worshipers of Him Who is tbhe Father
of ail—both of the dead nnd the livy-
ing.

These *“‘Mormon?’ Temples possess
another featurs of interest correspond-
Ing witk forimaer examples—they are
buiit by commandment of Gud, under
dlvine architectura! inspiration, ac-
cording to plnnaanid patterns regarding
which the%ui]ders are i:structed by
revelation, either in vision ot by the
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in olden times, ng when the huilders of
tho ark were commanded ‘see thou o
all things accordiog to the pattern
shown thee. ??

¥These temples are costly structures
when compared with the condition and
circumstances of the people; but not so
when compared with the treasurea
which have been lavished upon the
adornment of such edifices In earlier

daye.
King Bolemon, who bullt, by the
command of dod, summoned the

weslth of nations, and treasures were
brought from afar till lle could say it
was enough.

The king of France, who ordered
bulita royal chapel conuected with the
Versailles royal palace, had that ap-
preciation of propriety in building a
tiyuse for the worship of God that It
ahould be made the best §n the land.
When the writer of this once entered
that templeof magnificence and splen-
dor, and was intently gazing with ap-
parent wonderment upon the Inner
works, which were nearly all covered
with gold, he was told-—*‘“Fhe king was
determined that the house in which
God was to be worshiped should be
superior to any in which man dwelt
upon the earth.”

Boch was the Kibg’s estimate of
what was justly due to Him who was
to be honored as the King of kings.

The Lmntter-day Sainta have not the
gold with which to make alike dis-
play, but their appreciation of what is
due to Him who is above all, in and
through all, fs equal, if neot superior
to the conception of any earthly king.
They rear what to them are costly

edifices, and the scofter sneers at their

extravagnnce in thjs direction and
would taunt them wlth, *“You had
better spend your money bulldiog
school houses,”? ete.

That is just what these temples are—
educational institutions of the highest
order; schools In which to wducate
and develop prophets, seeraand reveia-
lors, and wbere the teachera will be
nngels delegated and commisaioned to
Ipsatruct in all that knowledge which is
erpentinl to man’s full development,
and his complele happiness; and the
same to Le trupemilted {rom man lo
his fellow man, untll all shali know
God.

This knowledge thus scquired in-
cludes the entire plan of salvation pro-
ductive of happiuesa to man. That

ministration of angels,or both,if neges.  plan now, as it did before the world
841y totherequirementas made oflarael | was, oInsists of vovenants, ordinances

YOL. XL1V.

and promises; and all these to be made
and administered fn consecrated tem-
ptes and by legitimate nuthority.

Thia plan, thus arranged before man
wng placed upon the earth, s unm-
changeableio its application to all men
and for all time. It was not devised in
the iguorance of humanity; It is har-
monious iu all its operations nnd min-
istrations. There were no schisms in
that plan, ne partiality in.its adminis-
trations; it was for all men who partook
of the imnge of God—applicable to any
conditlon (within redemptior *s power)
they should experience while absent
from His divine presence.

This plan was not changed by the
spirite of men ocoming into thia world
and being made subject to death.
Whether before or after that event,
every spirit must have the opportunity
of determining its own future by hav-
ing a knowledge of and accepting the
conditions of obedience to law} or of
rejecting them, either In the flesh or
out of it.

Ifthia law of ralvation or redemptlon
ls acceptevd, the covenants and ordis
nnpees must be ndministered, the same
to those whoare in, as to those who
may be out of the flesh, as by those
who arein the flesh. In this provision
ls manifest the marvelous wisdom of
Omnlpotence.

Those who have lived and died
without a knowledye of this beavenly
plan and the opportunity of recelving
the ordinances thereof, nre to those
whodo live in the flesh in possession of
thiem, the aamae ns the whole human
race once was t2 Chriet in their rela-
tion to, and dependence upon Him.
8)mething must be dJdone for them
which they canuot do for themselvea.
Jesus becams the Savior of the world,
by dolng for man what he ¢ould not do

for himself, but which was necessary
to be done. He had the power and
used it te destry death for man and
reatore  him to life again by the
power of alonement and resurrection.
This man eould not do fur himself. A
vicarious work was doneby another and
accounted to the needy soiul as though
dowe by itself. Nothing waa left want-
ing. ‘*Asin Adam ull die,s0 in Christ
ahall all be made alive? is the declared
reauit of a Bavior’s proxy work. This
was 4 freewill offering-—a gift to mnn
not forced upon him, but subject iy his
acdentance or refusal.

The children of men who have the
ordinance of t he Gospel ln their pos-

geeslon, sustain a like eelation to those



