
DESERET
an investigation into the action of

mr gordon was ordered by the general
superintendent and was held at salidacalida
at 1080 am october ard3rd

the following to a verbatim tran-
script of theproceedings of the inves-
tigatingti board which consisted of BR
M ridgwayKid gway division i

chairman A W jones division
master mechanic J E barnea travel-
ing engineer 0 H barnesbarnea train-
master 1I 0 baker locomotive engi
ner selected by mr gordon

BidgwayRidgwayMr gentlemen this meet-
ing isie called for the of investi-
gating the case of engineer willamwi liana
gordon refusing to leave manturi i un-
til bulletin no 28 waswaa recalled

the following loiter from trainman
ter barnesbarnee was read as well asa
bulletin no 2823 copy of which will be
found above

SALIDA colo september ath 1892
mr R M ridgwayway suptbupt salidacalida colo

dear sir on august 24 as t rainmin 61 was
getting ready to leave the yard at min
turn Engineer william gordon called me
up on hishia engine and informed me that
the bulletin in heaard to eating on trainstraine
61 and 64 at glenwoodglen wood and maltamalia must be
recalled before he would leave the yard
he said that no fireman could fire a hogbog
from grand junction to minturn for him
without having something to eat on the
road asaa they stand it he also
said that he care a d n if he
never worked another minute hebe would
not go until it was recalled and for me
to go in office and tell them so which I1
immediimmediatelyAthly done

engineer george gordon was present
and expressed his displeasure but not in
such a positive and violent manner as
william gordon

I1 only said to them that if they had
used a reasonable length of time at chese
points to eat in the bulletin would never
have appeared afterwards in conversa-
tion with george gordon I1 said that en
linemenginemen in fact the whole train crew
were eating too long and that these trains
were important and all should take an
interest in making good time with them
and on account of our inability to do so
we were losing freight

P H trainmaster
mr ridgway please givegiro usu the

dead time of these trainstraine
answer sixty oneoce hashai twenty min

utes at malta and fifteen minutes at
glenwood sixty four has seventeen
minutesminute at glenwood and eighteen
minutesminute at malta

G H barnes this letter laIs correct
toIs it notdot mr gordon

mr gordon it tois correct
mr ridgway then mr barneybarnes

report of the case tois correct tois it mr
gordon

mr gordon Asaa near Asaa I1 can re-
member

mr ridgwaybidgway 1I think you should
remember whether or not you saidlaid you
did not care a damn whether you
worked for the company or not you
would not go out until the bulletin
waswaa recalled

mr gordon I1 was pretty warm
under the collar and thought the
bulletin was unjust and probably I1
eaan d it

mr ridgway I1 do not think it
we do not want to deprive the

men of a chance to get something to
eat but we want to get our trains
through on time

mr gordorgordon I1 would like to ask for
a little information I1 would like to
know itif when I1 come out of grand
junction late and get to glenwood I1

am allowed the 17 minutes if I1 am
behind time

mr ridgway certainly
mr gordongordoniI1 have got to oil around

the engine myself and take water and
that takes considerable time

mr ridgwaybidgway your fireman can oil
one sideaide

mr gordon I1 have been in the
habit of carrying a lunch with me I1
have a family in minturn sometimes
I1 do not carry one out of grand junc-
tion asaa I1 have to have to put up at a
restaurant L will tell you my reasons
if we come out of grand junction with
a lunch when we can gotget to
there is no restaurant open where we
can get anything to eat andaad the fire
mauman is in no condition to fireare an onen
ginsgine on an empty stomach as be is
compelled to do when we come out of
grand junction and catch the run to
aspea and hebe cannot get anything to
eat without losing a lot of sleep

mr ridgway you will admit that
it Isij not very hard work to fire from
minturn to glenwood

mr gordon yes sir but the hard
work is from glenwoodglee wood to aspen on
train 65

mr ridgway I1 do not know why
our employee should not carry a lunch

mr baker of course a man has
time enough to eat on the dead time
shown on card I1 do not think thatmr gordon took the right means to
have hisbis bulletin cancelled ifiche he
thought it was obnoxious he should
have hadbad one of the men come over
abid see mr ridgwaybidgway I1 think mr
gordongordan used rather unbecoming
language in regard to having the
bulletin recalled

mr gordon 1I would like to say
further that I1 did not think that the
bulletin was just I1 wanted to live up
to instructions but I1 did not see how
we could with this bulletin I1 do not
like to have a fireman fire an engine
for me on an empty stomach I1 told
the trainmen that we did not want to
run thisthi thing into the ground I1
know that there has been lots of un-
necessarynecessary delays at glenwood but I1
claim thitthat I1 have not caused them

mr baker you say that you were
not making a personal complaint but
that it was made for the fireman I1
think that the fireman should be able
to fight his own battles

mr gordon if the fireman cleans
hishim ash pan and takes coal at glen-
wood it takes about all the time al-
lowed there I1 hayshave often cleaned the
ash pan myself for the fireman I1
think the bulletin was an imposition on
the fireman more than on me itif the
fireman cleaned the ash pan and took
his own toaoal he would not have time
to eatat itif we could eat at minturn it
would be a whole lot different and
they can not gotget sleep

mr 3JoneonessEveneven itif it was so it does
not justify you in disobeying orders

J E barnesbarnea 1I think mr gordon
did exceedinglyexceedingJy wrong in refusingrefusinK to
go out until the bulletin was recalled
ezeneven itif it was obnoxious to him I1
was in minturn but did not hear the
conversation the trainmaster told
me that gordon refused to go out untilI1

the bulletin was recalled
mr jonesjo nos ththisIs appears to be a oleabiearr

case of insubordination
mr gordon supposing I1 tookbooi a

lunch with me do you suppose I1
would be attending to my business

whitewhile I1 eat it I1 know that the fire-
man could notnoli do it

mr ridgwaybidgway 1I think a man can
eat on an engine as well as he can take
out a cigaraulgar and light it and smokeemoke

mr baker could not the head
brakeman relieve the fireman for a few
minutes while he ate himbig lunch

mr gordon I1 would not like to eat
while going through glenwood can-
yon I1 usually hang out of the win
dow while going through there I1
havehare never truckstruck any rooks there
perhaps itis lais because I1 am lucky

mr ridgwaybidgway well mr Gorgordondozi
acknowledges he refused to go out and
that hebe said what the trainmaster
states lain his letter

QG H barnes there were no mes
ages in regard to the matter I1 waswa

at the key myself talking with the
dispatcher and told him that gordon
refused to go out until the bulletin waowa
recalled 1

1

mr baker I1 think you should have
had some representative man come to
see mr ridgway about the matter
mr ridgway is a pretty reasonable
man about letting monmen eat

mr gordon 1I scarscarcelyeely ever go ovetove
the road but what there is from
and a hallball to four hours delayed dimov 1

I1 never gotget any letters in regard to jl
mr baker perhaps the engine does

a little last running and covers ome of
it up 0 o

mrmi ridgway 1I presume that them
delays ateare doing local work and meet
ing trains and are so reported by the
conductors

mr gordon well so far as I1 awam
concerned I1 do not want to answer
for the shortcomings of other men oftelk
the road tutlut I1 am willing to suffer foxfor
my own I1 have always tried to work f

for the interests of the company antand
do bot think that anybody can saymy thatthai
I1 have notnol of course I1 did wrong ittis
acting as I1 did about this bubusinessI1 bata
at the time I1 thought I1 ulddid rrightt as f
did not think a man capable of doing
his work on an empty stomach

mr ridgwaybidgway I1 believe this is all
gentlemen unless you have something
more to on the subject

findings engineer gordon ao I1

having used the langpap
in hisbis conversation with mr barnes at 1

minturn as reported and that hebe rere
fused to obey the bulletin ardt et or aft
out until it was recalled 1

A copy of the proceedings of tintftboard or01 investigation was forwarded
to the general superintendent on octo-
ber aub with the following letter of
transmission signed by mr BR IL
ridgwaybidgway superintendent of division
and mr A W jones master me
chadic

SAUDASALIDA colo october fth 1892
mr N W sample general superinten-

dent denver
dear sir herewith we return all papers

in case otof william gordon engineer
with report of the investigation attached

you will note that engineer gordongordo
acknowledges having used the
asaa reported by trainmaster barnes aalafa
that he refused to obey the bulletin ordaord
or go outoat on train 61 of august U
it was recalled

thia is a case that merits cism v
from the service and we would becom
mend that it be done truly yours

signed IEL M RIDGWAY
superintendent

signed A W JONES
master Mecmechanichanlo I1


