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THE DESERET WEEKLY.

An investigation into the action of
Mr. Gordon was ordered by the geperal
tuperintendent, and x&s held at Balida
at 10:30 a.m. Octuber 3rd.

The tollowlog i8 a verbatim tran-
#cript of the proceedings of the inves-
tlguting board which consisted of R.
M. Ridgway, divieion ruperintendert,
obairman; A, Junes, division
master mechanie; J. K. Barnes travel-
Ing engineer; Q. H. Barpes, train-
master; 1. Q. Baker, locomotive engi-
ner (selected by Mr. Gordon):

Mr.Rldgway—~Qentiemen,this meet-
Ing le called for the purpote of inveati.
gatlog the case of Kugineer Wi linm
Gordon refusing to leave Mintar ., un.
til Bulletin No. 23 was reculled.

The following letter from Trainmas-
ter Barnes was read, as  well aw
Bulleuin No. 23, copy of which will Le
found above:

Bavrina, Colo, Septem ber Sth, 1882,
Mr. BR. M. Ridgway, Supt., Salida, Colo,

Dear Sir—0On August 24, as train 6] was
getting ready to leave tho yard at Min-
turn,Engineer William Gordon called me
up on his engine and informned e that
the bulletin in rezard to eating on traina
61 and 64 at Glenwoodand Malia Jaust be
-recalled before be would leave the yurd.
He said that no fireman could fire a hog
from Grand Junction to Minturn for him
without baving something to eat on theo
road, as they couldn’t stand it, He also
paid that he didu't care & d—n if he
never worked anotber minute; be would
net go untll it was recalled, and for ine
to go in office and tell them eo, which I
immediatsly done,

Engineer George Gordon was present
and expressed his dh:ipleasure, but oot in
suich a positive and viclent munuer as
William Gordon.

I only said 1o them 1bat if they had
used a rearopable length of time at ihese

oints to eat in, the bulletin would never

ave apgeared. Afterwards In conversa-
tion with George Gordon I said that en-
ginemen, in fact the whole train crew,
were eating Loo long, and that these Lrains
were important and ail should take an
interest in making good time with them,
and on account of cur inabiilly to do so
.we were losing freight.

G. H. BArRNEs, Trailnmasster.

Mr. Ridgway —Please give ue the
dead time of these traine,

Apswer—Bixty-one haa twenty min
utes at Malta and fifteen minutes at
Q@lenwood. Bixty-four hur seventeen
mioutes at Glenwood and elghteen
minutes st Malta, )

@, H. Barpes—Thl!s letter 18 correct,
18 It not, Mr. Gordon?

Mr. Gordon—1It is correct,

Mr. Ridgway—Then Mr. Barnes’
report of the case ia correct, is it, Mr.
Qordon?

Mr., Gordon—Ae near as [ can re-
member, -

Mr. Ridgway—I think you should
remember whether or not you satd you
did not care a damn whether Fou
" worked for the comxpany or not, you
would not go out until the bulletin
wab recalled.

Mr. Gordon—I was pretty warm
under the collar and thought the
bulletin was unjuet, and probably [
sa J L.

- Mr, Ridgway—I do not think il
unjust, We do not want to deprivethe
men of a chance to get someilhlog to
eat, but we want to get our tralps
through on time,

Mr. Qordoc—I would like to ask for
a Jlitle information. I would Jike to
Enow if when I come gut of (rapd
Jupetion late and get to Qlenwood I

am allowed the 17 minutes if I am
behind time,

Mr. Rldgway—Certainly,

Mr. Gordon—] bave got to oil arcund
the engine myself, and take water, and
that takes ounelderable time.

Mr. Ridgway—Your fireman can oll
one side,

Mr, Qordon—I have been in the
hahit of carrying a lunch with me. I
bhuve a family in Minturn. Bometimes
I do not carry one out of Qrand Junc-
tion as [ have to heve to put upats
restaurant, 1 will tell you my reasons.
lt we comie ont of Grand Junction with
a lunch, when we can get to Miuturn
there is Do restaurant open where we
can get unylhing to eat, aud the fire-
mun is in no condition to fire w0 en-
gine onan empty stomach, ashe in
compelled to do when we come out of
Grand Junction and catoh the run to
Asgper, and he cannot get snything to
eat without losing a lot of sleep.

Mr, Ridgway—You will admit that
it is not very herd work tv fre from
Minturn to Qleawood.

Mr, Gordon—Yes, eir; but the bard
work ia from @lepnwood to Aepen, on
train 65.

Mr. Ridgway—I do not know why
our employes should nol carry a luneh.

Mr. Baker—Of course, a man has
time enough to eat on the dead time
shown on card. [ do not’ think that
Mr. Qordon took the right menns to
bave his bulletin eancelled, I[f-he
thought it wae ohnoxious, he ehould
have had one of the men come over
sud see Mr. Ridgway, Ithink Mr.
@ordon  used rather ubnbecoming
language in regard to having the
bulietin recalled.

Mr, Gordon—I would like to say
furiher that I did not think that the
bulletin was just. I wanted to lve up
Lo inetructions, but I did not see how
we could with this builetin. 1 do not
like to haves fireman flre an englue
for me on an emply stomach., [ told
the trainmean that we ald not want to
run this thing into the ground. I
know that there hss heen lots of un-
neceseary delays at Qlenwood, but I
claim thet I bave not caused them,

Mr. Baker—You say that you were
oot maklog & personal complaint, but
that jt was made for the fireman, I
think that the firemsn should be able
to fight bis own balllea.

Mr. Gordou~—If the ireman cleans
his ash pan and takes coal at Qlen-
wood, it lakes about all the time al-
lowed there. [ have often cleaned the
ash pan mysel! for the fireman. I
tuink the builetin was an im position on
the fireman more than on me. It the
fireman cleated the ash pan and tovk
bie own toal, be would not huve time
toeat, If we could eat at Mioturn, it
would be a whole lot Jifferent; and
they can not get sleep.

Mr. Jones—Even i! it was so, it does
not justify you In disobeying orders.

J. E. Barnes—] think Mr, Gordon
did exceedingly wrong in refusingto
goout until the bulletin was recalled
even if it was obnoxious to him. 1
wus in Mipturn, butdld not hear the
conversation. The trajpnmacster told
me that QGordon refused to go out unti)
the bulletin was recalled,

Mr. Jones—Thisappeare to be a olenr
cace of insubordipativn,

Mr. Qordon—Bupposing [ took =
lunch with me; do you suppose 1
would be attending to my bueriness

while | eat it? 1 know that the fire-
man could uot do it.

Mr. Ridgway—[ think a man can
eat on an engine as well az he can take
cut a olgar aud light it and emoke.

Mr. Baker — Could not the head
brakeman relieve the fireman fur a few
minutes while be «te his lunch?

Mr. QGordon—I would not like to eat
while going through Qlenwood can-
yuvn. [ usually haog out of the win-
duow while golog through there, L
bave never struck any roeks there
perbape it 18 because I am lucky.

Mr. Ridgway—Well, Mr. Gordon
acknuwledges he refused to go out and |
thut he said what the trainmaster .
states In his letter.

G, H. Barnes—There were no mes-
rages in regand to the matter. I was
at the key mysell talking with the
diepatcber and told blm that (iordon
refused to go out unt!l the bulletin was
recailed.

Mr. Baker—I think you sbould have
had suine representative man come to
see Mr. Ridgway about the matter.
Mr. Ridgway is a pretly reasonable
man about Jetting men eat.

Mr. Jordon—I scarcely ever go over

the road hut what there ia from two -

apd » hali to four houts delayed time.
I uever get any lettera in regard to it,

Mr. Baker—Perhaps the engine does
a little (et running and covers :ome of
it up.

M. Rldgway—I presume that these
delays are dolng local work and meet-
ing tralpe, and are 80 reporied hy the
conductors.

Mr. Qordon—Well, so far as [ am
concerned, { do not want to answer
for the shortoomings of other men on
tbe road, but I am wllling to sutfer for
my own. 1 have always irled to work °
for the interests of the company, and
do uwt think that apybody can say that
1 have not, Of couree, I diu wronyg in
acting as I did about this business, bul
at the time I thought [ uid right, asI |
did oot think a man capahle of Jolog
his work on an empty stomnch.

Mr. Ridgway—I belleve this is all,.
gentlernen, unlese you have something
more to ray oo the eubject.

Findings — Engilneer Gordon ace
knowledges having used the lunguage
in his conversation with BMr. Barnes at
Minturn, as reported, and that he re.
{fused to cbey the bulletin orde¢ or go
out unti! it was recailed,

A copy of the proceedlngs of the
bosrd of jnvestigaticn was forwarded
to the General Buperintendent on Qeto-
ber 4th, with the following letter of
tranemission, sigoed by Mr. R. M.
Ridgway, superiniendent of division,
apd Mr. A, W, Jones, master me-
chanic:

SaLIba, Colo,, October 4th, 1892,

Mr, N. W, Sumple, General Saperinten-
dent, Denver:

Dear Sir—Herewith we return all papers
in caze of William Gordon, engineet,
with report of the fuvestigation atiached.

You will pote that Engineer Gordon
acknowledypes having used the language
as reporied by Trainmaster Barnes, alsp
that bhe refused to obey the bullelin order
or goout oD train 61 of August 24th unid
it was recalled.

Thia Is 8 caee that meriis dismiswal
from the service, and we would recomn-
mend that it be done. Truly yours,

(Signed) R. M. Rrpawar,
. Superintendent.
(Signed) A. W. JoNEs,

Master Mechanio.
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