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THE SAINTS IN MEXICO.

W, D. Johoeon Jr., who presides
over Colonis Diaz ward,in Cbhibusbus,

Mexico, in the capacity of Bishop, and:

who has been In this city atienuiog
the apnusl conference, starts for Lis
home tomorrow. In conversstlon to-
day he gave the foillowing Itemns ree
garding the settlements of the Lautter-
day Saiats in Chibuabua.

During 1891 and 1892 the dJrouth in
that part of the couutry was terrlble
and almost dried the people out.
Taousands of cattle uied from jack of
waterrand scurclty of fuod caused by
the fujure of lbhe grass. Sueh a
drouth has never been koown before
iop Mexico. Ilta operations, ussociated
with the railure or icability of J. W,
Young to pay f.r work done on the
rallway, caused considerable hardship,
and almoest finsncially ruined some of
the people. Luet winter, bowever,
1he rains agaln began, and » marked
ohange has come over the wholesceue,
Tue graip and grass are growling
nicely, tbhe firet crop of juceru is now
ready to out, aogd the frult erop fs in
eplendid coudition. From csudittoos
which caused fesullngs of serious dis-
couragement thers Due been a tran-
gition 1o brighter prospects than were
ever known befure.

There are five Mormon settlements in
Chlbuabhua. Diazaud Juarez, with a
populativa of over 700 eacn; Dublan,
with 250 to 300 luhabitants; and Pa-
¢heco and Cave Valiey, with un ag-
gregate population of about 300. )

Dinz is located 1n the Asgension
Valiey, which is about 50 miles
long by to 25 mils wide, and
Dublun in the Csew Grandes val-
ley, about the rame size, =and
through both rums the Casas Grandes
river. Though so much further south
thun Great Balt  Lake valley,
the climale of Duaz valley s
no warmeor o thesummer time. Tals
18 owing to the fact tbut jta uliitude 1n
400 jeet snbove that of Sal. Lake, In
the winter, however, the weather s
not nearly 80 coid. Last winter the
heaviest storm ueposited about fuur
juches of spow, whicn liwy on the
gruund a whole day, Usuuslly enow
melis as quickly as it talis,

All kinys of temperate fruits exospt
apples yo well in the Diaz valley.

A pples are grown, bul they are noi up)|

to the standard of firsL ciaes Utah
fruit. But grapes, peaches, apricots
and other small and stone fruits do
aplendidly. The valley is not wurm

enuugh fur oranges, thoagh these do
wellon the west slope of the Blerra
Madre, about 125 miles west of Diaz, In
Bonora, where the altitude of the val-
loys is much less,

As at Deming, New Mexico, a
Doticeable feature on entering the
Dilaz valley e the oumber
of windmills to be gesn on
every hand. Thoege ure used Lo obtain
water for gardens and orchards, There
is ap abundance of water within four
Lo alxtecn feet of the surface, and it is
vrought up from wells by being
pumped by the windmiils. But for
corn, beans and other field crope the
rajns have been largely relied on and
the failure of thess caused the drouth to
be telt so suverely, A Imir supply or
water is now obtainabie from a canal
twenty-five miles louy, which comes
out from the Pala Taua spring, and
ia which the Mormons have purchase.d
fromn the Mexicuns a wne-third interest.
They are alse working on 4 reservoir
aywiem, by the completion of whicly,
they anticipate averiing ull further
Jdanger from drouth. The waters of the
river arc to be stored in winter §n a
vast reservoiralready partly prepared
tor this purpose by nature.

Two crops are raised apoually; in
fact this is & Decessity in the cage ot
potatoes if planted early, as the Arst
crop would not kReep ever fur Bted; 80 &
Jdouble orop I8 rajsed. Iu the case of
corn, beany, ete,, they ure ruised asa
second crop niter wheat. At first the
peo.iv thought they could pot raise
wheat, a8 Lhe Bseasons wWere 8o much
changed in sumne respects from Utah,
snd they depended entirely on the
Mexicaus for their supply, Butthe
pressure of hard times caused by the
drouth cvmpelled to engage in wheat
cultivation, und the result isthat this
year there will bs a magnificent har-
vest iu the latter part of May apd fArat
of June. The crop wiil be ull in before
the summer rains, which begin fn
Juiy znd continue till the early part of
September. Mr, Johnpson 1 taking o
n thresborand header which will be

‘put in operation next month,

Juarez is located iu aganyon through
which 1ows & branch of the Qasas
Qraudges river, which Jdoes pot fail as
the main stream Jdid lower down, Itis
4 gplendid place for fruits. A canning
factory there did well last year, and it
6 anticipated will do atill better thig
scason. There is a goou market among
the Mexicans at Cbhibuahua and other
placea.

A woolen mill is shortly to bé estab-

lehed at Juarez, as :there is amnle
water power there, In fact, it fs the
purpose to make It a mapuf.cturlng
center for the surrounding country, for

| which it possessea all the necessaly

advantages, There s Dpow rum-
ning there un co-operative store,
a shoe factory, and 4
tannery. In the cana agrie, or sour

ca e, which contains 80 per cent tan-
oin, and grows wild in almost inex-
baustible quantities they have an arti-
cle for tanping leather which canmnot
toexcelled. Large quantities of it Are
shioped to Europe for tannerles there,
a8 well as to different parts of the
Upited Btates and Mexics. A Dem-
ing company has now commentved the
manufacture of o cana agrie extract,
and exports It ino that form. AL this
establishment $20 per ton is pald for
ibe root, which the people are now be-
gzinning to culdvale because of 1ts
marketable value,

Tuoe Juarez academy ieupder the
direstion of Dennis K. Harrle as prin-
oipal, and bas a large atiendance.
There are a pumber of Moxican mem-
bers ot the (‘hurch, and servjces are
held weekly in Spanish, under the
presidency of Elder Henry Eyring.

Pacheco and Cave Yalley arelcated
o the Sierra Madre range of mun-
talps, and are convenlently logated for
rafeing fruit and vegetables, for the
care of stock, aad for access to eXx-
tensive tirmber tracts for lumber. They
now huve two sawmillis aud A planiog
milk,

Diaz apd Dublan are in the vallay,
in a good locality for graip and fruits.
At Dlaz there is an orchard, owned
by vpe peraon, that contatns 7000
pesach trees. The Diaz academsy has o
altendance of over 200 chil iren, aoine
of them Mexicous. Joho M. Mills is
principal. The acudemy s inexonllent
conditivn, Hvery other Welonesday
the theological exercises are coud ucted
in the Bpanish language.

The besj of feellpgs wexist bstwesu
the Saints and the Mexicans. The
latter  welcomse the former (o the
voupntey. lilznt years ago, when the
Mormons Aret went there, there wan
not juthe town of Lia Ascenclon a
wooden door or 4 glaes window, But
10 that period there has been a great
cbhanee and woeden floors, and doors
uud glies wiudows are very common.
The Mexicans have copled afier their
more advabced pDeighbors, to whboll
they will now grant any reas)pable
privilege,

As yel there ls no nearer rall-



