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next to bananas the most important
product of eastern cuba is cocoanutscocoa nuts
the trees grow rapidly wwithout culti-
vation and every mans field is fringed
with them Fruit ers buy the nuts at
the rate of 8 the thousand and they
are hulled on the island ground in
primitive mills and pressed for oil or
correctly speaking we should put it in
the past tense and say this was done
up to a few weeks ago now every in-
dustry however simple is paralyzed
spanish soldiers almost as hungry as
the starving ppeopleeople occupy every vvil-
lage

ii
and hamlet and prey like locusts

on the devastated land
the cuban process of extracting oil

from the cocoanutcocoanut resembles that by
which texans make oil from cotton-
seed the cake of solid residue Jsis
fed to roefhe pigs about the only live
stock ever successfully raised in east-
ern cuba and the shells are used for
fuel in the sugar factories so far the
oilall has been locally employed only as a
lubricator for sugar making machinery

a wicked waste of valuable material
it seems to those who are familiar with
theahe splendid possibilities of the pro-
duct here Is an unequaled opening
for the manufacturer of palm oil soap
cocoa fiber mats hats etc to say
nothing of the hundred other uses to
which parts of the tree its fruit and
fibres may be put the saying goes
that a cocoa tree bears a nut for every
day in the year in time of peace one
might buy a dozen nutsnuta for a twenty
cent coin anywhere in the rural dis-
tricts of cuba and he who has never
tasted the milk from one freshly
sagathered can have no idea what is
meant by a draught fit for the gods
in their proper state however the nuts
axeare not brown and hardhaird as you see
them in northern markets they look
like enormous pale green apples
slightly elongated for each still wears
its robin hood jacket which is re-
moved before shipment being still

alive as they say on the island its
shell Is soft and easily cut with the
machete or long bladed knife which
every countryman carriescarriea or your own
pocket knife may answer the purpose
make a hole in one end of the nut
about the size of a half dollar and out
pushesgushes the milk like a living spring
not by any means such sour stuff asyou have seen come out of cocoanutscocoa nuts
at home white as chalk and thick as
buttermilk

give one of those imported things to
a monkey pining in captivity for its
native food and he will refuse it with
scorn and indignation the trouble is
that the cocoanutscocoa nuts of commerce are
gathered before they axeare ripe and en-
tirely spoiled in transit the fluid shut
UPtd within it should have no suggestion

but be colorless as water witha slight sparkle like that from some
flearadear mountain spring except for a

slightly sweet and most delideliciouselous
flavor and if freshly picked in the ear-ly morning after the nut has been
swinging all night in the cool breezes
the mould tois almost ice cold where
cocoanutscocoanuts grow you never see inside
off their shells any of that hard whitelayer which northerners grate and

dessidea catell one might as well say
desecrate for in its best estate the nuthaa9 no substance only a creamy white

im inside of it hardly thicker
thanhan your thumb nullnall which isin ravedcraned
oftoff with a aspoonoon when eaaatete before
drinking the juice the tender tootfoot
generally pours it out into another
vesselemel than that which nature 1intend
edcd but the sophisticated epicure tilts

the cocoanutcocoanut at just the right angle to
let the milk trickle gently down his
throat and like the old toper we have
heard of he wishes his throat were a
mile long there is nothing in the
wide world more nourishing or fatten-
ing more health restoring and youth
preserving emaciated invalids are
recommended to begin on the juice of
half a dozen nuts a day the dose to
be increased according to the patients
inclination and the invalid is yet
to be discovered who does not develop
a taste for it so rapidly that in a weeks
time half a dozen nuts at a single sit-
ting will hardly satisfy him each
full grown nut contains nearly a pint
of this true fountain of youth the
same perhaps which the old conquis-
tadores sought vainly tarfar and wide ex-
pecting to find it ushi out of the
earth in some sequestered spot instead
of hanging green and beautiful every-
where overhead the big nuts grow
in bunches five or six on a stem away
up near the top of the tall tree just
under its crown of plume like leaves
A native darkey young or old thinks
nothing of shinning up the smooth
branchless trunks which looks like a
telegraph pole towering straight and
slender from 50 to feet whacking
off the nuts with his machete carried
uptip in his teeth and tossing them down
with the ease and agility of his an-
cestorsceee the monkeys no cocoanutcocoanut ever
falls from the parent stem until it Is
too old and withered to be good for
anything the poorest denizen of the
tropics would disdain to eat such wind
falls and so they are to the
north to be eaten by those who know
no better nowhere on the globe do
pine ailles thrive as in eastern cuba
where the conditions of soil and climate
bring the golden apples of hesperidesHesper ldes
to absolute perfection yet the pine ap
pie industry has never had much at-
tention in this section here is an-
other chance torfor the enterprising yan-
kee A tract of unoccupied land ex-
tending as far as one can see may be
bought for a few dollars and turned
into a fruit farm the virgin soil of un
paralleled richness
producing every tropical growth ship-
ping facilities are already established
at baracoabaracca and several small ports
and if the land touches the or
some other river so much the better
for its owner until one casseenhas seen the
golden glory of a pineapplepine apple planta-
tion he can think of no more attrac-
tive sight than a sugar cane field glis-
tening pale yellow under the torrid ir
and billowing in the gentle breeze like
a wind swept sea but even more fas-
cinatingcina ting Is a field of pines each great
apple guarded by a circle of glitter-

ing sharp edged bayonets in florida
the pineapplepine apple leaf tois soao sharply serrat-
ed that the thought of getting around
among tham suggests a field of torture
evolution seems to have processedproy essed
farther in cuba torfor in the older and
more carefully cultivated plantations
the saw teeth that edge the long point-
ed leaves have wainlymainly disappeared

before the war it was the sight of a
life time to go out to marianaaMariMart anao a sub
urb of havana and there drive through
an estate which had pineapplepine apple
plants in full bearing over in nassau
they call the pine plantations groves
and orchards as itif they were trees
whether groves or fields the plant Isiq
about the same producing one of the
most lucbuclouslouff and popular fruits known
to man for which there Is constant and
ample demand like most things
worth having in this troubled life the
golden pines are not easy to ett at
A very short stroll among LLCe sting-
ing leaves will lead you to sym

with the new yorker wha
after a visit to marianaaMari anao said
do not mind the first two thousand or
three thousand sticks and prods framthe needle points of the bayonet 1

as you cross a field but atterafter a white als
your tortured cutis can endure no more
and your remarks about the pi
crop are likely to be prejudiced by1 v
present soreness how anumuchh nicer
would be if the apples really dididd growgroow
in orchards and you could sendfencl1

colored boy up the trees to shake dacys
a few and then you could sit downdovirn Athe shade and eat them

A plant produce ss only unetone pine aala time the fruit thrusts atsaitselfif UD
ward in the middle of a mass 0of ac

narrow and sharp arched leaspreading forth from a central
precisely like those of the asa
americana or century PIplantnt wiwhich everybody is familiar Estem is perhaps eighteen inches to tx
feet in height

the same plant produces a sec
apple and a third and so on th
several bearings after which a iplant must be started from the iab
nothing is easier of cultivation orquires less capital and previousperi ence and few crops bring in creasi
er or more certain returns

baraccabaracoaBaracoa the port and village oroneastern tip of cuba ELa few miles ncof maist light has a populationtonabout it was once of conalebleable importance when the cubanCubanaLa fruit trade as the shipping place
large quantities of pine apples bbaaand cocoanutscocoanuts and at certain 1sea
its small bay was crowded
sailing fruit ships seeking theirgoes there is no hotel in the vaallonly the usual wretched pon W

posada fit for neither man nor htthe port is surrounded by an aid
range of hills part of the sierra Mchain at the summit of the moumounta few miles from the town there 1

hugebuge volcanic cavity of great ddiin the form of a crater but in whWsingularly enough the strata divevidence of volcanic origin theconspicuous feature in the lands
however and the one most dweltby columbus in his journal
L reat table topped mountain closehind the town which Is visible ateout at sea it is still called byaboriginal name and Ait many traditions cling to bialethe natives declare that at tinierface and figure of the mmartscacique hatuey may be clearly teaon the perpendicular cliffseffs of tutithat overlook the valley he loved A

then the apparition disappears as fttediously as it came by the dayihave heard little about the aberlof cuba but this particular cchiefshatuey seems to have been a sof remarkable foresight
though nearly twenty years elfrom the time of columbus dialseof the island to the founding afirst settlement the chief cwhatuey never ceased to warn hlllpie against the spaniards

secretly informed himself of ttebarous treatment inflicted im

indians of santo domingo he caa
the tribes of cuba together in a8days counellcounollnall he told them ituspaniards performed alldeeds for the sake of great godthey were serving whose likekenewould show them then takinggold from his pouch he said 1 Ithe god whom they serve and husamifollow vheythey are coming hhemi Wthis god therefore let us
cival and dance before liirohim taffthat we may please him a at I1

white strangers come blaaittthem tto do40 us nojohanniharmhannirm


