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architectural beauty the custom
house erected near the beginning
of the present century long and low
with overhanging roof of red tiles be-
fore the war enjoyed the respectable
income of a year there are
several handsomely appointed club
houses here for in cuban cities as in
london partsparis and madrid celtib life
flourishes at the expense of domestic
institutions there is also a big bull
ring in the outskirts of the city and
cockpitscock pits galore A few years ago

zas province was the richest in
cuba rejoicing in the possession ofsugar estates in operation besides

stud firmsfarms and some other
plantations of various sorts its rapid
decadence from a luxurious center orof
wealth and fashion as well as of pro-
ductive industry and commerce renders
its present poverty the more pitifulmany of the finest plantations of the
old aristocracy were years ago confis-
cated others passed into the hands otof
13spanish adventurers and emigrants
who kept up the exhausting struggle
as long as they could against a system
grounded upon violation of every eco-
nomic law and the torch of waywar fin-
ished the rest

I1 took an early drive one morning out
to san severino castle about a month
before its alleged bombardment theway leads along the edge of the bay
through theothe san carlos ParPaxleo which
is laid outkut with graveled walks and
rows of trees and stone parapet on jhb
water side and tall iron gates at eithergate in Matan golden days this
used to be the fashionable drive
throngedthronged every evening with the beauty
and aristocracy of theplace in elegant

attended by cavallarscavalierscavacaval lierslers on
horseback to and fro they went fromgate to gautegate until at at 8 the
music of the retrata sounded in theplaza darmas when the brilliant page-
ant dissolved as by magic now the
place is deserted except by patrolling
soldiers and begging
andmd we saw no teedsteed but one decrepit
beule maybe the same which BIblancoanco
reported as the sole victim of our gun
beyond the paseomaseo anam excellent road ex-
tends two miles farther out to the fortsforto
on punta gorda patfat point on thehills nearest the bay are the barracksbarrackb
of santa isabella the military hospital
and those dreadful sheds in which the
dying are huddled
wherehere we saw such soul harrowing
sightseights with the thurston galligher par-
ty some weeks before then up the
slopes of the cumbre we wound by
steepsleep and stony acclivities to the sum-
mit of the ridge the landscape spread
out on either side isin something to live
in the memory Mor ethan thirty milea
of undulating shorelineshore line aream included in
the prospect the long bay in its am
phi theatre of hills looking like a majes-
tic river and the ocean highway dotted
with sails on one side of the ridge the

A level plain with the river junulrunningn9through and the city orecreepingelAng up the
billhillsideside on the other the lowly valley of
the with its countless palms
and burned cane fields and ruinedhomes envelopedenveloned in a veil of mist like
Rasselass happy valley it is
hemmed in by high precipices and
seems cut off from the world and ought
to be the abiding place of pastoral con-tent but the heart is saddened on re-
viewing its history from the earliest
days of spanish occupancy pancyfancy
sketches the scenes of carnage which
marked its conquest in 18111511 when
thousands of the peaceful indians were
cruelly massacred the remnant driv-
en by bloodhounds to the surrounding
heights were forced in despair to throw
themselves down the precipices into the
river beaw despairing they cried YOto
melr PI die hence the name of the
valley so says tradition

PANNIEFANNIE BRIBRIGHAM WARD
ther are now troops at chick-
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MEDICAL SUPPLIES

new brunswickBrunswlck N J april 1 1898
it is stated that medicine and sur-

gery have made more progress in the
last twenty years than the preceding
twenty centuries

it was with difficulty that permission
was obtained for us to go through
these great factories situated along
the raritan canal and nelson street
nownew brunswick mr W H ritter
the superintendent gave his consent
and with mr W H johnson we com-
menced our tour through one of the
largest and best chemical laboratories
and factories ifin the world there are
eight buildings covering four acres of
ground there were girls and
women employed and men and
boys the deax round every modern
improvement is applied and utilized in
their work

As we commence in the bleableachingchInd
room our attention is turned to the
immense piles of raw materials such
as cotton cloth gauze etc being
boiled cleaned and purified in great
caldronscaldronicaldrons of chemically prepared solu-
tion for bleaching and making them
chemically pure they are then drieda
the cotton passes into the carding
roomsroams and comes out in sheet like
folds wound up on large spindles a
yard wide and sent to various rooms
for use

it is very interesting to observe the
wonderful process of purification these
articles go through before they are
ready for medical purposes for in-
stance in the aseptic rooms the gauze
cloth and cotton are not only clean inappearance but all bacteria is de-
stroyedst for chemical sterilizationand mechanical cleanliness weare among
the newer weapons that akeare called to
the aid of the surgeon antisepsis has
not been abandoned but has developed
into its higher form asepsis the anti-
septic dressing has now become asep-
tic and the requirements for a surgi-
cal dressing now are 1 I1 absorb well
woundund secretsecretionstone 2 be free frompathogenicnath organisms 3 work anti-iea badly ileiee preveatatlt decomposition
of the absorbed secretsecretionslons

these materials used by the medical
profession must be absolutely free
from germs of every kind free from
all forms of bacteria and for the pro-
duction of such material we now enter
the aseptic laboratories consdating of
roomsroams where gauze cloth cotton and
the like axeare prepapreparedaled by a wonderful
process of chemchemicalleeJ solutions they
are then sent to the sterilizing rooms
where provision Is made for the use of
steam formaldehyde and sulphur di-
oxide vapors lo gether with chemical
and mechanical processes the prin
cipal agent employed is saturated
steam in the vacuum process as here
utilized steam unmixed with air
passing in currents under pressure
through the dressings and materials
used for surgical purposes gives the
sterilization efficiency of actual boll-
ing

boil-
ing in water the chambers are con-
structedted with thick walls of metal avdand
asbestos covered with wood the in-
terior tois lined with perforated ssteamte am
pipes for producing live steam and
radiators for producing heated air
within the chamber doorsdoor are steam
tight elpes are fitted with supply and
safety grages exhaust valves etc
and iron cars with trays carrying the
articles into the chamber to be treated
heat is turned on the air then ex-
hausted until a vacuum is formed sat-
urated streaming let in until the
temperature reaches degrees and
the pressure guage indicates 65 to 10
pounds this process tois continued torfor
about two hours and all articles then
pass into aseptic rooms

here the walls and ceilings are glass
smooth the floors are filled and pol-
ished there are no shelves or crevi

ces to harbor dust the furniture
consists of glass topped tables on iron
frames everything going into
room first passes into the anteroomante room
and is thoroughly quarantined jhb
attendants clothing is changed and
nothing is allowed in this white
room but what hshas been rigidly and
chemically purifiedea herein lies the
success attending the absorbent cotton
gauge cloth and other preparations
used by the surgeons even after this
critical test has been gone through
with as above described it does not
seem to be sufficient torfor later bacteri-
ological tests are made from the pro
ducts of the aseptic laboratories for
example A portionapportion of gauzens impreg-
nated with an infected nutrient fluid
the gauze is then dried a portion
placed in sterilized nutrient jelly in the

culture chamber itif in three daysday
a growth is found in the check ex-
perimentperiment the material tois infected and
all such lots undergo another sterili-
zation

nor are materimaterialsais used by surgeons
the only ones manufactured here Asaa
we go into one largelaage powder roomsroom
we see hundreds ofat hands weighing up
prepared baby powder making and
boxing corn plastersplaster Plasterk
etc for every conceivable plaster
known to the medical world almost laIs
made here

in the plaster room proper the
bellsbella donna and other plasters are run
through machines and mademade by the
hundreds and thousands and holes are
punctured in the same with the rapidrapidity
of printing one machine alone WUWA
turn out plasters dallydaily and them
usually sell in drug stores from 1410 to 2029
cents each five of such machines are
here

this company has alalso their own
printing press and advertising bureau
their own box factory in fact every
department and facility torfor the rapid
and comcomplete operation and carrcarryingVing
out of the work going on systematically
and on an immense Sscalecale for thetheirtr
goods are sent to continental europe
and all over the world

from beginning to end from first to
last the hundreds of various productsproduct
of thosetheoe factories are clean and
chemically pure so mr johnsonjohnann sayssay
and the order cleanliness and discipline
maintained bear every evidence of the
truth

the government has just ordered
most of the supplies torfor the army and
navy from these factories and johojohn
son johnsonjohn son are becoming very
wealthy and are extending their pro V
ducts to all markets of the civilized
world and driving out all foreign corn
petition from the american marketmacket
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MARYLAND conference
the elders ataf the confer

ence over which elder IEL T robproberb
son of spanish fork presided met tailk
cooconferenceference on april and mazymay laat
at baltimore md besides the elderaaidem
of the conference we had with vus A
P kesler of brooklyn i H
N H hayes and frank louis 0of phil-
adelphia

the elders memett at 9 a m april SOUNsoth
and lost no time in carrying into effect
the injunction of the president in re-
gard to preparing and handing in re-
ports of their respective fields otat labor
after a deliberate consideration of the
reports by elder acA P kesler he re-
ported the conference to be in a pros-
perous and progressive condition thie
elders were commended torfor their ualkua
tiring efforts during their
career elder P R Gillegillespiespid of gooon
city utah was released with hover
from his labors as a missionary alx14lx
which he had been engaged for twot
years other elders wwwere
fields of labor as follows


