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architectural beauty. The custom
house, erected near the beginning
of the present century—long and low,
with overhanging roof of red tiles—he-
fore the war enjoyed the respectable
ineome of $2,000,000 a year. There are
Aeveral handsomely appointed <lub-
houses here, for in Cuban cities, as in
London, Paris and Madrid, elub life
flourishes, at the expense of domestic
jnstitutions. ‘There Is aiso a big buil-
ring in the outakirts of the city, and
cock-pits galore. A few years ago
Metanzas province was the richest in
Cuba, rejoicing in the possession of
478 sugar estates in operation. besides
628 stud farms, and some 3,000 other
-plantations of varlous sorts. Its rapla
decadence from a luxurious center or
wealth and fashlon, as well as of pro-
duetive iIndustry and commerce, renders
its present poverty the more pitiful.
Many of the finest plantations of the
-0ld aristocracy were years ago confis-
cated. Others passed Into the hands of
Spanish adventurers and emlgrants,
who kept up the exhausting struggle
as long as they could agalnst a system
grounded opon violatlon of every eco-
nomic law, and the torch of war fin-
ished the rest,

I took an early drive one morning cut
to SBan Beverino castle—about a month
before its alleged bombardment. The
way leads along the edge of the bay,
through-the Ban Carlos “Parieo,” which
ig lald Qut with graveled walks and
rows of trees and stone parapet on the
water slde. and tall fron gates at either
gate. In Matanzas's golden days this
used to be the fashionable drive,
thronged every evening with the beauty
and aristocracy of theplace, in elegant
epuippages, attended by cavallers on
horseback. 'T¢ and fro they went, from
‘gate to gate; untll at at 8 o'clock the
music of the "retrata” sounded in the
Plaza d'Armas, when the brilliant page-
ant dissolved as by magic. Now the
place |s deserted, except by patrolling
poldlers and begging reconcentrados.
and we saw no steed but one decrepit
tmmule—maybe the same which Blanco
reported ar the sole vietlm of our guns.
Beyond the Paseo, an exeellent road ex-
tends two milleg farther out to the forts
on Punta Gorda—"Fat Point.” On the
hills nearest the bay are the harracks
of Santa Isabella, the mlilitary hoapital,
and those dreadful sheds in whiech the
dying reconcentrados are huddled,
where we saw such soul-harrowing
sights with the Thurston-Galligher par-
ty, some weeks before. Then up the
slopes of the Cumbre we wound, by
steep and stony acclivities, to the sum-
mit of the ridge. The landscape spread
out on elther side, I8 something to Hve
In the memory. More than thirty miles
of undulating shore-line are included In
the prospect, ithe long bay in its am-
phitheatre of hills looking like a majes-
tle river, and the ocean highway dotted

with saile; on one side of the ridge, the |

level plain, with the river running
through and the city ereeping up the
hlliside; on the other the lowly valley of
the Yumuri, with its countless palms
and burned cane Aelds and rulped
homes. enveloned in a vetl of mist. Like
Rasselas’'s ‘*“happy valley,” it is
hemmed In by high preciplees and
seems cut off from the world, and ought
to he the abiding place of pastoral con-
tent, But the heart is saddened on re-
viewineg its history, from the earliest
days of Spanish oeccupancy. Faney
#ketches the stenes of carnage which
niarked Its conquest, In 1511, when
thourands of the peaceful Indians were
cruelly massacred. The remnant, driv-
en by bloodhounds to the surrounding
heights were forced in despair to throw
themselves down the precipices into the
river beow. Deaspalring, they cried, Yo
Molr—"T dle;” hence the name of the
valley—ao says tradition.
FANNIE BRIGHAM WARD.

Ther are now 26,000 troops at Chiek-
amauga Park.

MEDICAL SUPPLIES.

New Brunswick, N. J., April 1, 1858

It Is stated that medicine and sur-
gery have made more progress in the
last twenty vears than the preceding
twenty centuries.

It was with difficnlty that permlission
was ohtalned for us to go through
these great factorles, situated along
the Raritan canal and Neison street,
New Brunswick. Mr. W, H. Ritter,
the superintendent, gave hls consent,
and with Mr. W. H. Johnson we com-
menced our tourq‘hrough one of the
largest and best Chemical laboratories
and factorles the world, There are
eight bulldings, coverdng four acres of
ground. ‘There were 300 girls and
women employed, and 160 men and
hoyns, the ¥ear round. Every modern
tmprovement 1s applied and utilized In
thelr work.

As we commence In the bleaching
room, our attention is turned to the
immense piles of raw materials, such
as cotton, cloth, gauze, ete., being
boHled, cleaned and purified fn great
oaldrons of chemleally prepared solu-
tion for bleaching, and making them
chemically pure. They are then dried.
The cotton passes into the ocarding
Tooms and comes out in  sheet-like
folds woupd up on large spindies a
yard wide and sent to varlous rooms

for use,

It is very intereceting to observe the
wonderful process of purification these
articles go through hefore they are
ready for medieal purposes. For In-
stance, in the aseptic rooms the gauze
cloth and cotton are not only clean In
appearance, but all haoteria 1is de-
stroyed. For chemical stenllization
and mechanieal cleanlinees are among
the pewer weapons that afe called to
the aid of the surgeon. Antisepsis has
not been abandoned, but has developed
into Its higher form, asepsis—the antl-
septie dressing has now become asep-
tic; and the reguirements for a surgi-
cal dreasing now are (1) absorh well,
wound secretions: (21 be free from
pathogenic organisms® (3) work anti-
septically,—ie. prevent decomposition
of the ahsorbed pecretions.

These materials used by the medical
profession mugst be ahsolutely free
from germs of every Kind—free from
all forms of bacterin, and for the pro-
duction of such material, we now enter
the aseptic laboratorles, consisting of
rooms where gauze cloth, cotton and
the like are prepared, by a wonderful
process of chemleal solutions. ‘They
are then sent to the sterllizing rooms,
where provislon is made for the use of
steam, formaldehyde and sulphur di-
oxlde vapors, together with chemicatl
and mechanieal processes. The prin-
eipal agent employed {3 saturated
steam. In the vacuum process as here
rtilized, steam, unmixed with air,
tpassing in currents under pressure
| through the dressings and materials
{ used for surgical purposes, gives the
| sterilization efflelency of actual boijl-
{ing in water. The chambers are con-
structed with thick walls of metal and
asbestos covered with wood. The (n-
terior 1s lined with perforated steam
pipes for producing live steam, and
radiators for producing theated air
within the chamber. Doors are steam
tight, pipes are fitted with supply and
safety guages, exXhaust walves, ete.,
and iron ears, with trays, earrying the
artlcles into the chamber to be treated.
Heat is turned on. the alr then ex-
hausted until a vacuum 18 formed, sat-
urated streaming steamis let in until the
temperature reaches 240 degrees, and
the pressure guage indicates 6 to 10
pounds. This process is continued for
ahout two houts and all articles then
pass into ageptic rooms.

Here the walls and celllngs are glass

amooth. The floors are filled and pol-
"ished. There are no shelves, or crevi-
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ces to harbor dust, The furniture
consists of glass-topped tables on Iren
frames, Iverything goilng into- this
room first passges into the ante-room
and Is thoroughly quarantined, The
attendants’ clothing Is changed and
nothing is allowed In this "white™
room but what h been rilgidy and
chemleally purified. Herein lies the
specess attending the absobent cotton,
gauge cloth, and other preparations
used by the surgeons. Even after this
eritleal test has been gone through
with as above described it does not
seem to be sufficlent; for later, bacteri-
ological tests are made from the pro-
duects of the aseptic laboratories. For
example: A portion of gauzels impreg-
nated with an infected nutrient finid.
The gauze is then dried, a portion
placed in sterilized nutrient jelly in the
“aulture chamber.” If in three ,dnyu
a growth ia found in the ‘“check” ex-
periment, the material is infected and
all such ““lots” undergo anocther ster{li-
zaﬁgg are materials used by surgeons
the only ones manufactured here. AE
we go into one large '‘powder room,

we see hundreds of hands welghing up
prepared “baby powder,” making and
boxing corn plasters, mustar plasters,
ete., for every concelvable plaster
knownh to the medical world almost, is
made here, i

In the “plaster room” proper the
bella donna and other plasters are run
throngh machines and made by the
hundreds and thousands, and holes are
punctured in the same with the rapidity
of printing. One machine alone will
turn out 60,000 plasters daily, and these
usually sell In drug stores from 10 to 20
cents each. Five of such machines are

ere.
l‘Thls company has also their ownm
printing press and advertislng bureaun,
their own box factory, In fact every
department and facility for the rapid
and complete operation and carrying
out of the work going on systematically
and on an immense Bcale; for thelr
goods are sent to Continental Europe
and all over the world.

From beginning to end, from first to
iast, the hundreds of varicus products
of theme factories are clean and
chemically pure, so Mr. Johnson sSays;
and the order, cleanliness and discipline
maintained bear every evidence of the
truth.

The government has just ordered
most of the supplieg for the army and
navy from these factorles, and John-
son & Johnson are becoming very
wealthy and are extending thelr pro-
ducts to all markets of the civillzed
world and driving out all forelgn com-
petition from the Amerlcan ma.rk‘e‘}.

MARVLAND CONFERENCE.

The Elders af the Maryland confer-
ence over which Elder H. T. Robert-
son of Spanish Fork, presided. met in
conference on April 20th apnd May 1st,
at Baltimore, Md. Besides the Elders
of the conference we had with us A.
P. Kesler, of Brooklyn, J. H. Wilcox,
N. H. Hayes and Frank Louls of Phll-
adelphla.

Thpe Elders met at 9 a. m., April 20th,
and lost no time in carrying into effect
the injunction of the president In re-
gard to preparing and handing In re-
ports of their respective flelda of labor,
After a deliberate conslderation of the
reporis by Elder (A, P. Kesler, he re-
ported the conference to be in a pros-
perous and progressive condition. The
Elders were commended for their un-
tiring efforts during their ministerial
eareer. Elder P. R. Gillesple of Tooele
City, Utah, was released with honors

from his labors as a missionary, in
which he had been engaged for two
Years. Other Elders were assigned

fields of labor as follows:
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