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LIFE.

We bulld our puny works on beds of sand,
Gilding 1he roughness with a film of gold,
The wiods loosed from the hollow of His
hlllldi
Sweep o'er the temple, and the tale is
told.
We climb-the rugged stieps of earthly
fame,
Leaving sweet blossemg in the vale be-
low .
And Iu.r;:n too late that on the upper height
is the cold glitter of eternal snow.

We watch and walt, we strive and hope in
'min, :
For full fruition of our bappy dream;
The mirage springs afresh, still further on,
The golden apples are not what they

geem.
We bear our crosses with too loud com-
plaint, '
As if He could not hear who bore them
ﬂm' ¥ } -
And with the paths whereln our footing
treads,
With stubborn blindness, oft we choose
the worst. .
Yet from His human heart, He dropped the
seed

That eprings eternal in the deathless soul,
And the dim reach'ngs of our feeble hands
Are bloessoms of the fruit that waits the
goal.
And in the tender, erring heart He made
With all its faults and burfens of regret,
The imprint of a perfect life is traced,
The kingly seal upon its tab et set.

Jl H-I' WAEDI
Salt Lake City, April, 1878.

DISCOURSE

DELIVERED BY

ELDER ERASIUS SNOW,

At the Fourteenth Ward Assembly
Liooms, on Sunday after-
noon, Jan 20, 1878.

REPORTED BY GEO. F. GIBBE3.

““And God said, let us make man
in owr image after our likeness; an:
let them have domioion over the
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of
the air, and over the ecattle, and
over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creepeth upon
the earih.

‘S0 God created man in his own
image, in the image of God ecreatea
be him; male and female creafed
he them. ,

“Ana God blessed them, and God
8aid unto them, be fruitful and
multiply, and replenish the earth,
and subdue it} and have dominion
over the fish of the sea, aud over
the fowl of the air, and over every
living thing tbat moveth upon tl e
earth.”—QGenesis, 1st chapter, 26th,
27th, 28th verses. -

““This is the book of the genera-
tions of Adam. Intheday that God
created man, in the likeness o! God
made he him.”—Genesis, 5th chap-
ter, 1st verse.

“Whoso sheddeth man’s blood,
by mian shall his blood be shed: for
in the image of God made he man.”’
—(Genesis, 9ch chapter, 6th verse,

Those who believe in the Chris-
tian religion, and in the divinity of
the mission of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, believe alse the words
of the Apostle Paul, speaking of
him in this wise: That he was in
the likeness of his Father, and the
express image of his person. And
the aceounis we have of Jesus rep-
resent him as being physically and
in all essential parts, in the likeness
of man. That be ate and drank,
and partook of the elements that
enter into the eomposition of our
earthly tabernacle, that he was sub-
jected to pain and to 1heinfirmities
of our flesh, and that he suffered all
thiogs that we are subject to in the
flesh; that this mortality was sub-
ject to pains and penalties of death
in him, as well as in mavkind gen-
erally. In this particular his divine
origin did not exempt his mortal
tabernacle from the laws that gov-
ern ourflesh, only in that, the Spirit
from on High was given him with-
out measure, and be had strength
to withstand every form of tempta-
tion, and was able to obey the law
pertaining to his existence here
withoutcommitting sin. Otherwise
there was, 20 far as his person and
outward appearance was concerned,
no essential diflerence between him
and Adam’s race generally.

There are a great variety of ideas
and notions prevalent in the world
at the present time, pertaining to
the origin of man, and attributes of
the Deity. There seems to be an
instinet in map everywhere among
all nations and peoples to worship
f superior being. In this particular

tion. Tiue, in bheathen countries, a
variety of images, repregentations
of Deity are set up for the people to
worship, or to pay -ome deference
unto them, as unto Deity. But the
thinking portion of all these nations
who encou these various repre-
sentatiens of Deity, do not for a
moment admit that these gods, as
they are sometimes called, made by
man’s hand, of wood and stone, or
other material, are really gods, or
that they are worshipped as gods;
but only the embodimeut of the

|

idea of a Deitly, a representation of
a superior being. And the fact of
this prevailing sentiment of man-
kind and the universal necessity of
doing homage to a superior, how-
ever crude and indefinite this idea
is, and however varied in the minds
of men in the different nations of
the earth, yet, taken as a whole, it
is the impress of Deity upon all
that bear his form in the earth,
recognizing him as Deity, as a Sa-
perior Being. With many Chris-
tian sects of our time, and for gen-
erations past, the idea of Deity Has
seemed to be very undefined.
Many philosophers
have attempted ton describe Deity.
We have it set forth in many Chris-
tian catechisms and articles of faith.
God was a being without body,parts
or passions, This, for many gen-
erations has been taught by the
established Cuourch of Enpgland,
and hy most of the Protestant sects,
both in Earopeand Awmerica; Deity
is described by them as ‘‘a spiritual
immaterial sub-tance ¥ This word
substance is used in connection with
the word ““immaterial.”
immaterial, and yet a substance! I
have never yet found a philosoplier
that was able todescribea substance
that was pot muterial. The idea of
# Deity that ¢annot be located any-
where,that has no form orsubstance,
or materiality, and described as a
apirit! I¢is the best definition, to
my mind, of nothipg at all, like
the qaint familiar frase, “a foor-
less stockir g, without a ieg.”

If we believe there is any truth
in the writings ot Moses, the patri-
archs, prophe's and apostles,
and the teachings of Jesus,
if we would indeed be econsi-ten:

(’hristians and receive the writings
of the fathers, and believe whut
was said unto them, we must be-
lieve that man is made in theim
age of God, and consequently that
we are of the sume species as the
gods.
ble we are in this condition of mor-
tulity, we are nevertheless descend-
ed from the gudﬂ, made in thair
image and after their likeness.

And when Luke, in giviug us
the genealogy of Jesus Christ, tra-
cves his lineage back through his
mother to David, who was the =son
of Jesse, and so on, he traces his
descent until he reaches Abraham,
who was the son of l'erah, and so
on to Noah, who was the son of La-
meebh; and when he reaches Adam,
the first of our race, he says of him,
‘‘which was the son of God,” Oh,
says one, we are told that Adam
was created, not born. This 1is
something I am not dis d to
dwell npon mueh at thistime. You

can think of this as you please, |

whether he was created or born, or
whether a man, because he is born,
is not created. I do not understand
the term creation as meaning some
thing suddenly made out of no-
thing. I believe man that is born is
as much created as the thing which
is made in a mould and turned out to
dry, which we call an adobie. It
matters not whether it takes a few
minutes to make it, or a lenger pe-
riod, it is created or made. And
the term create I understand to be
synonymous with the verb to
make, and what is made is ereated,
and what is organized is formed.
And when it is written that God
formed man in his own image and
likeness, it does not de=cribe the

| time or manner, but simply the fact

}nf bhaving made or created man in
his own image.

It has been ofttimes expressed by
the religious teachers of the Chris
tian world, that God created all
things in six days, and on the sev-
enth day he rested. We read in
this first chapter of Genesis, thatin
8ix days the Lord created the heav-
ens and the earth. Now modern
scientistsattempt toconfute this his-
tory given by Moses,by demonstrat-
ing that the earth has been formed
through the operation of a long pro-

jcess of natural laws, and that it

never could be brought into its pres-
ent condition insix days. Of course,
those who reason thus assume that
the cays here spoken of were peii-
ods of the same duration as the

‘uﬂyﬂ counted out to us by the revo-

However child-like and fee- |

and divines|

A epirit|

l
|

time it turus upon 1its axis and

marks the day and pight. But I
must be allowed to call attention to

this one fact, that in the beginning
of this history Moses tells us that
when God first organized or created
the elements of this earth, that it

was without form and void; that is|
it was without its present|of modern philosophers,

to say
form, and that darknéss was upon
the face of the abyss. . Then how
were the days reckoned? Until our
earth assumed its position among
the planets, and began to perform
its revolutions, and the earth was
so far completed as ‘to assume its
position ameng the heavenly orbs,
and perform its revolutions as now,
that our mode of reckoning time
could be appointed to man—either
our days or monthe or our years, all

of which are determined by the|

;|

revolautions of the earth upon its
axis, and the moon around the
earth, and the earth in its crbit
around the sun. But what is the

| rule or measure of time by which
'

God reckons his labor and work?
Is it the timme measured to the in-
habitants of Mars or-the litle plan-
et Mercury that describes its revo-
Jution around our sun in less than
three months, and counts out four
of itsyears while we upon theearth
are counting one? Or is it after the

time appoiuted for a more distant | pe animal kingdom.

orb of our system, that is 160 or
more of our years, in performing
their revolutions around the sun,
thus counting out its single yea:r?
Or were the days reesoned after the
great eycle of the multitudes of sys-
tems moving in space around Lhe
common ceunter.

Philosophers and astronomers

have rot ived long enough upon |

this earth, sr kept a record of the
heavenly bodies long -eneugh to
make any calculation of the length
of this period. There is, however,
one saying of Apostle Peter which
reads—**‘Be not ignorant of this one
thing, that ofe day is with the
Lord as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day."”
whether that has apy reference to
the dsys that Moses speaks of, in
which the Lord was engaged in the
formation of this earth, we are not
told. But be the periods longer or
shorter, which the Lord. called six

periods, or days, in which he did
his work, Is of very little import-
ance to us. Nor 1s It worth our
time to question or coutend with
geologists or moderu scentists as to
the duaration of the-e periods. It is
a fact that the earth exists, and
that it hus its sphere in which it

moves, apd hat it is appoiuted for
the abode of JAN, AN voav wo e

here, and the fatbers have 1old us
we have descended from the Gods
And that when G d =said to his as
soviates, let us make man in our
image, afler our likeness, he was
not alone. And as Paul said,

Butl

|

is, and it ean’t be any tisser.” And
it is folly for geologists, or any oth-
er class of gscientists, to assume
that they know it all, or that they
have read the Book of Nature from
beginning to end, and comprehend

it through and through.
Mr. Darwin, and a kindred schoo

fain try te impress upon us their
tbeory of evolutions, and would

would | **¥®

Christian nations are not an excep- | lation of the earth on its axis, every Imrmctly, is incorrect. °¢‘It is as il;’ pnot do it, G'lﬂngdoe- not tmmﬂahhlm,

witholding does not enrich
able to impart that which he if we
are capable of receiving, and as fast as we
are ready to recelve, he is abundantly able
to lmpart; he is not impoverished, while
we are enriched: while we have waxed
g;eatlx, he has grown noless: And this
has ordained for those whom he has
fo hisiimage and likeness. But,
world, ““These are things we can-
not comprehend.” Very true, we eannot
see the end of it; but we can see a litile of
It, if weeannotcomprehend the whole. We

have us belleve we are descendants | may etand and look upon the chain, re-

from, and only a Jittle in advance
of our ancester, the monkey; and
that other .inferior grades uf ani-
mals are aspiring to beeome mon-
keys; they fail to demonstrate their
theories, simply becduse they are
not demonstrable. -

We see an endless variety In the ecrea-
tlons before us, variety in every species of
animal life,and in every species of the vege-
table kingdom, end the same may be said
of the heavenly bodies. And so far as
man is concerned, though evidently of a
common origin, yet the variety is almost
as t as the number of indlviduals;
and though the general features of the
face are substantially the same, yet that

|variety is so great that no two can be found

exactly in every respect alike. No mether
that bas produced from her womb twins,
however near they may . a each
other, was ever at a loss to discern some
difference, by which one could be dis-

and endless, and as it turns we
may count the links, but we cannot find
the end of it, neither can we tell the be-
ginning, But we see the links, and it Is a
matter of very little im e to us
whether we know or not how many links
compose the chain, as long as we see that
the course Is one eternal round. We need
not try to find the end, we cannot doit,
nobedy ever did, and nobody ever will,

eimply becanse there is no end. And if
you want to know which pumpkin pro-
duced the first seed, and which seed pro-

duced the first pampkin, we say that nel-
ther you nor anybody glse can tell, they
| cannot point to the time when there was
not either one or the other. But there was
a time when we began to exist, was there
not? Yes. Oaur spirit? Yes. Our earth-
ly form? Yes. Will there be a {ime when
our bodies will cease? O, Yes; that Is
something of dally eccurence, mankind
cowing and going.” And so with all the
creations of our own hands. This house,

tingnished from the other. Wor even In | in which we meet, when was this created?

the vegetable kingdom can we find this | O, about 15 or 20

law of endiess variety violated, nor yeti in
Where do you find

any s

trolling the elements upon it?! Moeses tells
us that God esid unto man, have thon
dominion over the earth and subdue it,
and exercise dominion over all the Jesser
- of animal life, and over the fruits
and herbs which shall be given to you for
meat.” Hads any olbher branch of the
animal kingdom done this? When man
is first usherd into being, he eeems more
helpless than the calf or the goat, but In
his progrese and developement he exhlbits
the yower of the golrs; he seizes the ele-
ments, and commands them into form and
gehape to suit his convenlence, and to serve
bis pu . not only does his superior
intelligence cause the king of beasts, and
all branches of the animal kingdom, to

crouch beneath him, but every element
found to exist is at his service; by reason
of thie divinity in him, in Its exercise and
development, he chains the flightning, and
makes it is servant toflash his thoughts or
mandates overthe earth; he touches the
steam and makes it & motive power to
walt him over land and sea. e makes
all the elements within his reach sabsecrve
his pur and he invents: the means

:

by which be controls and handels them. I
use the word *“‘Invent’ because it suits the

but the more appropriate term, I should

inspiration. And when Watt's, watlching
the trembling of the tea kellle lid, cansed
by the power of steam, couceived the idea
of utalizing that power, was I invention
«='mspirationt hen Newton, on

the apple fall Yrom the \ree, By question-
ing in bis mind why it should down-
wards, why not fly upwards,

left or right, his mind being led on from
this simple observation to the comprehen
sion of one truth after another until he
was able to give to the world the laws of

““there be gods many and lords | gravitation; and from that to searching

mauny,” but so far as we are con-
cerned, there is given unto us one
God, even the Father of our Lerd
Jesus Christ. And it matters not
how many more, nor where they
are located, nor what might be the

out the laws governing the planets, so
that astronomers 1o-day can make mathe-
matical ecalculations of tha future move-
menis of the heavenly bodies, with much

ter accuracy than the su tendent

| of the Utah Southern Rallroad can ecalcu-

late the speed of his train. Was this inspi-

extentof their powerand dominion. | ration or was it invention?

We cannot comprehend it, we are
mere infants, comparatively speak
ing, our ideas just beginning to
learn how te shoot; we are striving
to grasp the little within our reach,
and we find we can but grasp a lit-
tle; and it is in vain to attempt to
look back to the beginning, if there
is any, or to look forward to the
end, if there is an end.  Bat we

are taught that the works of God |

are one eternal round, and there is
neither beginning nor end.

We may jocosely ask ourselves
the question, Which was first the
goose or the egg? And again, Does
the pumpkin produce the seed, or
does the seed produce the pumpkin?
You can answer the question just
as you please, either in the affirma-~
tive or nega ive,and either or both
would be, in one sense, correct, But
say you, ‘*That is not enough tor us,
we want to know where and how
the first pumpkin was produced.”
That is something we cannot tell,
nor any other mortal being; you
might just as well ask, when the
last pumpkin will be produced, It
is something that is absolutely in-
comprehensible, because their is
neitber beginning mor ead, it is be-
yond the reach of human ken. But
we accept the effect; we are here;
the crealion isa reality. We scen
variety of solid rocks, and ask, How
are they formeo? Geologists under-
take to tell us, and they refer us to
the Bouk of Nature. But they are
like other school-ehildren; they

make a great many mistakes in |

reading. What they read correct-

ly, 18 correct; W

When the fathers that labored to brin
forth and develope truth, whether scienti-
tic or religions—for I hold all truth to be
both ecientific and religlous: In other

words, true religion embracesall truth, for

| it eminates from God, who is the fountain-

head of all truth, or in other words, who
isinp of all truth that is possible
for us to reach at Jeast. And for me to
say that he has got tothe end, I would
no more attempt to say it, then to say
that you orI bhave got to theend. It is
not for me, in my lmmagination and folly,
to place any bounds to or drive a pin to
lariet the gods to.

But we see that this be called man,
sald to have been formed in the image of
God, that be ea the power of im-
provement, of advancement ad libitum,
and who shall eet the bounds to the ad-
vancement and Improvement of man any
more than the of eternity? The
Apostle Paul, in his letter to the Phillip-
pians, says, “Let this’ mind be in ‘gnn,
which was also in Christ Jesus: ho,
being in the form of God, thought it net

robbery to be equal with afiine .
blasphemyl|” -The narrow-contracted
bigot will ery, *‘blasphemy| FPaul, you

naughty fellow, yon had better take that
back, What, to exhort your brethern to
cultivate the same mind and feeling,
and desire and ambition as were In Christ
Jesus, who, when he found himself In the
form of God, thought it not rebbery to
be equal with God!"” Whatan ideal Does
not every father expect bls son togrow up
and become his equal? and does not ever

And the child looks in the face of the
mother, as the dearest creature it knows
anything about, rding her perhaps as
perfect; her word is law, it knows no
other. “Let this mind be in you, which
was also in Christ Jesus.” And as he
thought it not robbery to be equal with
God, when he found himself in the form
of God, don’t you think differently, Why?

hat they read in_lﬂhﬂl we not rob him? Oh no, we counld

or 1o the

|

T

| —
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| son born aspire to become like his father?

ago., BStill the
?hﬂmgt;ur_wul_‘tﬂl you that the trees
rom which the Jumber was sawn, must

pecies exceot man endowed with the | have been hundreds of years old. O, to
capacity of subduing the earth, and con- | tell methat this bouse was made only 15

or 20 years ago, I know betier; my knowl-
edge of timber teaches me that the very
trees from which the lumber was made,
were geveral hundred years old. And the
logist will take you to the hills oralong
beach and point out to you the evi-
deuces in nature of the long periods that
must have elapeed since the formation of
the sedimentary rockes, to say nothing
about the primary rocks. And they will
tell you that the ‘alluded to in
Moses’ history of Adam, and to the crea-
tion is ecarcely a cypher compared with
the period in which these elements of the
earth have been coming into e. - What
is all that todo with the great grand princi-
ple. We will say that thqpumﬁoua?
of every ﬂ’emm formed ge-
naity and labor of man are far older than
the mp;:e_ggtt I‘leeld r'itApl:lll{ whl:g makes
& pound-cake, ps a few
hours; but the man that has not geen it
made, and who knows not the source from
whence it came, sees & raleln in the eake.
O, (says he) madam, how old is this cake?"?
“I made it yesterday,” is the reply. *‘O,
but madam, this ralein grew on some vine
surely, and my knowl and experience
teaches me that vines do not grow in a

pride and wanity of mana little better; [ day.”” But the lJady Insists that she made

the cake yesterday, saying “If you wish

say ls, inspiration, for no great truth |to know how i compounded it, step into
was ever revealed to mau that was not an | my kitchen and you will readily learn all

about it.” By and by we may be permitted
to step into the Lord’s kiilchen, or labora-
tory, there perhaps commence to take les-
sous In these matters, as we now may by

stepping Into the Iron-masters shop, there
to.dearh Bow ho taliie the d\fferesit Clkesce

of ore, and by puiting them through a

certain process they dre formed into pig or
railroad iron. Hespeaks, he directs, and
out comes the material at his command,
We go into his shop and learn how this is
dore; we have not got far enough vet 10
know how these materials were brought
together, how they were compounded.
Bat it Is enough for us te know that it has
been done, and that somebody has done
It; acd we might as well say the railroad
iron bad no creator, nobody to design it,
or command the elements to come to-

gether, as to say there is no God, because

we bhave not the privilege of zoing right
stralght into his laboratory to find out

how he commanded the elements together.
We go down to the sea eoast of old Salem
or Boston; we see ships start out 10 sea
properly officered and manned, under sail

or steam, or both. In the course of a
month, the same vessels return to port:
and by-and-bye they make another yoyage,
in about the eame time. We see other
ships start out, and it is a moch longer or
shorter time before they return. We
know net where they have been, or the
| several orbits in which they have been

moving, but we know that they return.

And although we may not knew whither

they have been, or whence they came, the
time they have made, etc., the crew that

manned them, and the captaln that

| steered them, and the power behind them,

&ll that commands them, know all about

it. And yet onur own observations should

teach us that there was somebody that

directed them, their movements were not

the work of chance, but of design; that

others perform their work, and somebody

has purposed jt. And although we may .
not be able to measure the distance of the

heavenly bodles, nor comprehend the

extent of their revolutions, we see and

know enough to convince us that they are

all regula by and subject to law; and

that their lawe are so welt understoud by

frail mortal man, that even the nuriber of
them can becounted, and thelr movements

understood, and their times and periods

caiculated.

Now, would not a man be as senseless to
say, there Is no God, as to say, there is
no shipmaster that guides the courre of
the vessel, and no sbip-owner that con-
trols them. Thelr periods are appointed
by him who Ilists to direct them.
So with man, As the Apostle Paul
has said: ‘““He glveth to all life, and
breath, and all things,”

And bath made of one blood all nations
of men for Lo dwell on all the face of the
earth, and hath determined the times be-

|
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