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The monument standa sabont 40
rode southwest of Mr, White's resi-
dence and about the same distance
weat of the Cbicago (Ireat Western
railway track; the hill at thia point,
which is of about the eame height ss
the top of the monument, prevents a
view of the same from the east, but
from the rallway track about a quarter
of a mile south the cemetery im in plain
view. Infactthe monument can be
seen for miles around from the west,
porth and south, even from the main
Burlington rallway line, which croases
Grand river about two miles south ot
Pisgah. Qur friends in Utah who
conlributed mesans to erect the present
monument and fence the land paid,
Mr. White $40 for the ground which is
enciosed with a respeciable wire-
petting fence. A row of Lombardy
poplars were pianted in 1888 ail around
the lot just inside the fence for the
purpoge of orn.mentation and ehade;
hut the unusually severe frusta durinyg
the winter of 1888-89 killed nearly all
of them, so that only & very few are
growing at the present time. There
are, however, 3 number of oative trees
and smasaller plants on the grounds.

Aa Mr. White and mysell made
olose survey of the grounds loday we
discovered among the hushweed two
or three small headstones; one standing
neat the corner of the pregent enclua-
wre Wwith the initiala H. 5. 0n i¢; a
pumber of old graves are easlly traced,
from the fact that there sre depressions
ijp the ground, where there were
mounds formerly. Thls, of course, i
easlly accounted for om uatural prinel-
ples. At Mr. White's farm house there
are preserved Lwou headatones with in-
aoriptions on them, which were carried
oft 1rom the old cemetery and used as
doorsteps by tenants who occupled the
premises some years ago. When Mr,
Waite returned to his farm he was un-
ahie to piace these stones where they
gtood originally; hénce he has kept
them at the house in order to preserve
thein,

About s guarter of 3 mile noriheuast
of the inonumenton top of the hill {s &
peautiful grove, in the outer edge of
whioh Mr, White polnted out the
jdentical apot where the old Mormon
meeting house once stood. It appears
that at the time the Sainte lived here
they cut dJdown most of the
timber to make iarme, but that they
jett this ¢luster of trees ptanding to
give shade and protection to the spot
where Lhey met together to worahip
the Liord. [np the summer season the
meetinge were sometimes held in the
ahade of the trees instead of inside the
meeting house, The factthat the place
pow ia galled Pisgah Qrove, instead of
Mount Plagah,ls due to the pregence of
gald grove.

Mr. White’s farmn embracss most of
the grotind where the main Mormon
gettlement waa situated in 1546-52,
The monument stands near the south
end of the farm. The old sottlement
conaisted of one or more rowns of houses
erected on the t)o of the ridge which
extends fromm @Q:aud river on the
gouthwest in & portheasterly direc-
tion. The bhourea were bulit with
ghort sectione «f fencing betweusn them
g0 a3 to form the east line of the fence
inclosing the *‘big Held,*® which iay
putween the ridge and Grand river,
‘that stream serving a8 a fence on the
west side, especially in tlmes of high

_mile below.

water. About s quarter ot s mile east
of the point where the monument
atands, Ia a fine spring of pure water,
it ia called Piagah aprings and iathe
source (except in high water) of the
little creek kmown as Pisgah branch
which puts into (Grand river about a
The high elevation rising
up between this little brook
and Grand river is what is known as
Piagah Hill. It issupposed that this
beautiful spring, which 1is aaid to con-
tain a8 good wateras can be fcund in
the state of Iowa, waa one of the main
attractjons for the Mormon pioneers
who on account of its presence, located
their temporary ssttlement on the
ridge beyond, 80 nesr that they could
easily obtain thelr drinking water
from the spring; which they did.

It is worthy of note that nearly all
the atreama im this nesighborhood
which were named by the Mormons
still retain the origlnal names. ‘Thua
8 stream which was crossed by the old
Mormon trail four miles east of Pisgah
in atill known by the unpoetical name
of Bour Mile creek; sanotber three
miles furtber eagt is still ealied Beven
Mile oreek, thus named by the Baints
because it was seven miles east ol
Mount Pisgah, Weat of Pisgah there
are Three Mile oreek and Twelve Mile
creek, which denoted these respective
dlatances weet of the tempurary settle-
ment.

Tne old Mormon traii crosses Graod
river almost due west from where the
monument riands, sbout balf a mile
distuni; Mr. White sayas that when he
and his folks Arst pame !nto the coun-
try the oid Mormon trajl was & very
good road; it had been laid out with
good judgment and followed the slopes,
rivges and best grades in such a man-
per that heavy leads could be hauled
through the country which would be
impossible over tne present roads,
which, as a rule, foliow the seotion
and quarter section lines, and conae.
quently croes the sleep ridges and ra-

vines wherever they intercept tbe
bighwaya, These ridees are very
numernus in the vicinlty of QGrand

river, The old Mormon trail was locat-
ed before the land came into market.

About the time the iast Bajnts left
Mount Pisgah in 1852, arrangements
weéré made lo have Lhe grave yard
{where so many of the fajthful were
buried) inclosed with &an elght-rall
fence. It appears, however, that
voly a small portion of the
hurying ground waa fenced, William
H. Linck, who was one of the early set-
tlers of Union counly (having resided
in npd arounu ML, Pisgab aince 1850},
told me thut he fur:lshed neatly one
hundred raila himself to help fence the
ground; but that pome time aflerwards
t man by the name of D. T. Quthridge
enlered the land on wnich lhe grave-
yard stood, and haing a person who,
appare tly possessed butl little reppect
for the Jdead, he tore down tue tence
arpund the cewetery and nsed the
material (or enclosing hia farm at
large. This nappened about 1855, irom
which time uantil 1888, when the pres-
ent fence was put up by Mr. White,
the ground was left exposed to the
tramping of oattle, hoge aud other ani-
male, which broke off the few plain
mobuments, head barde, ete., whichk
loving friends had placed there, Bub-
sequently the pieces were carried off
by popplé who resided In the nelgh-

borhood. Albert C. White, who looated
at Mt., Plagah in 1856 with bls parents,
2til] remembers that at that time there
were s number of head atones stand-
Ing, upon some of which were plain
and full descriptions. He recol-
lecta dlatinotly that there was
guile a handsome geacdatone with
the name of William Huntington
on it; but that it was knocked
down gly the cattle which were allowed
to roam over the ground at pleasure,
and finally 1t was broken to pleces and
the fragments carried off by the
youngaters from the nelgbboring farme
for whetstones. )

Although eo many Iin Utah have
frlenda and relatives buried in the
Pisgah grave-yard, I was informed
that I waathe first person from Utah
to vieit the place sing¢e the monument
was erepted in 1888, Mr. White and
family, who are fine, respectable
people and frlends to the people of
Utab, inviles othersto call and see the
moputment and surroundiovg country.
A ny one go!ng east or wesl over the
Buriington route should step off at
Atton, where Mr. White, if they re-
quest him beforehand, will meet them
with team to convey them te Plsgush.
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Pottawotamte Co., Ip,,
Qotober 2, 1893,

Of the many localitiea within the
borders of the United States ontaide of
Utah, where the Latter-day Baints
have figured as the firat sottlers, no
place has grown to the Jdimensions
that Counecil Blutls has. It owes its
orjginal exlatence as & town to Lhe
tact that the Sainis, who bad iocaled
temporarily at Winter Quartets on the
west bank of the Missuari river, were
ordered out by the Indisn sgent in
1848, upnder the protest that the Oma.
ha [pdians, on whose lauds Winter

Quarters  stood, objected to the
Mormoos occupying their oountry
any looger. Coneequently those
of the Baints residing on the

weat side of the river named who had
not aiready gone to the valley, re-
cronsed the Missourl and settied in the
Pottawotamie country. Qu Injian
Creek, In what was first termed
Miller’s Hollow, near the center of the
preseut city of Council Blufls, they
tounded a town which they subse-
quently named Kanesville, 1o honor of
whe late @en. Thos, L. Kanme, Other
amaller settlemenls were founded on
the different streams in the neighbor.
hovd; and 8o extensive and numerous
were these sottlements of the Baints
that a recently published history of
Pottawotamie county, in which the
author ajms at accuracy and truth,
very properly gives Lhe Mormons
oredit for being the very firat white

seltleis in nearly every 1ownship in
the county.
The original eettlement ocalled

Kanesville was situnted on both sides
of lodian creek between the blufls,
ubout three miles back from the Mia.
souririver, The ceater of the lown
was al the polut where the present
Mudison or Flret street npeas
into Broadway, the latter being one of
the principal atreets of the present clty
and runps trom east to west. On the
coruer of the two aireets mentioned



