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it is true there are some sinsbins soBO ter-
rible that those who commit them be-
come indeed sons of perdition theyrhey
become so80 far removed from the in-
fluence of light and from the spirit of
glory that even the apostle of love
john who loved to lie with his head
upon the saviorssaviorIF breast has told us
that for such it laIs not proper that we
should pray but these are the few
these are the ones who by their re-
peated acts of wickedness have re
moved themselvesthema elvea entirely from all
opportunity of atonement and of re-
demptiondemp tion but we believe as a people
that the great majority of gods child-
ren will find the way open before them
by which they can regain the position
that they have left in his heavenly
hamehome and that without violating the
laws ofjustice without mitigating or
setting aside the penalties that the lord
has decreed shall be visited upon those

ho displease him and it is proper
thatJat we should ask ourselves how may

is bebedonedone inasmuch as the best
amoamongstot us is continually sinning in-
asmuchaluc smallas all the sons and daughters of

d are at times forgetful of their
royal descent oblivious of their
heavenly and divine pedigree and act
asan if they think that they have been
always mortal and that they always
will remain mortal subject to all the
temptations of this life aud prone to all
the weaknesses of this existence in-
stead of rememberingkemem bering that as ionssons and
daughters of the great 1 I am they
should learn to love the things that
are godly that as klugekings and queens
they should learn to love the things
that are kingly and to hate the
things that are groveling and uede

in their nature the lord has
declared in language thatthai cannot be
mistaken that forgiveness for sins can
be msecured by sinners in certain ways
abidand by these certain means only he
has not said that every one who utters
with his upslips words of supplication
that every one who declaresdeclare with his
organs of bodily speech tuat he is re-
pentantpenPoutant shallkhall receive forgiveness but
onlyaply those who bring forth works meet
for repentance it is unto them that
the handbaud of mercy shall be extended
it laIs unto them thatbat the lord will
krautgrant the priceless blessing of forgive
Asnew

by what meansmeana can we show unto
the lordlard that we are lain the least worthy
of thatteat great boon what are those
works meet for raperepentancenuance which the
lord seems te require at our hands
asaa an evidence before him of our sin-
cerity they maybemay be summed up in
many ways but without seeking to
sum them if I1 read aright the doc-
trines that he has preached the les-
sons that he has taught the counsels
acid instructions thatteat he has given
certain conditions are in order
that any one amongst us may receive
forgiveness for misdeeds

first and foremost amongst those
requirements he must be willing to
forgive others who have sinned unto
him and without going further if
that be not done if this condition be
not complied with by the words of god
that have been given unto us under
many varying circumstances the boon
of forgiveness will be withholdwithheld from
sinnersanners in his sight if you doubt that

take the words ofothimself when a maiiman
upon210 12 the earth while talking with
his8 discadisciplespies on one occasion as they

were sitting at his feet receiving in-
structions and asking certain questions
as to the proper course of procedure
under particular conditions peter said

lord how oft shall my brother sin
against me and I1 forgive him till
seven times127 jesus said unto lihnhim 1I
say not unto thee until seven times
but until seventy times seven and
then endeavoring to make clear unto
his listeners his full meaning by
illustrations he went further and
said

therefore is the kingdom of heaven
likened unto a certain king which would
take account of his servants

and when he had begun to reckon
one was brought unto him which owed
him tonten thousand talents

but forasmuch as he had not to pay hisi
lord commanded him to be sold and his
wife and children and all that he had
and payment to be made

the servant therefore fell down and
worshippedwor shipped him sayingsaving lord have pa-
tience with me and I1 will pay thee all

then the lord of that servant was moved
with compassion and loosed him and for-
gave him the debt

but the same servant went out and
found one of his fellow servants which
0wedowed him an hundred pence and he
laid hands on him and took him by the
throat TVsayingng pay me that thou

and hia fellow servant tell down at
his feet and besought him saying have
patience with me and I1 will pay thee all

and he would not but went and cast
him into prison till he should pay the
debt

so when his fellow servants saw what
was done they were very sorry and
came and told unto their lord all that was
done

then his lord after that he had called
him said unto him 0 thou wicked ser-
vant I1 forgave thee all that debt because
thou desiredst me

not thou also have had com-
passionpass ion on thy fellow servant even as I1
had pity on thee

and his lord was wroth and delivered
him to the tormentors till he should pay
all that was due unto him

so likewise shall my heavenly father
dodk also unto you it ye from your hearts
forgive not everyavery one his brother their
trespasses

I1 believe there are many lessons in
these words of ChrichrisopeCh rises as indeed are
there in all christs words consider
the circumstances under which thethesese
instructions were given until christ
came the code commonly known a
the law of moses was observed amongamon
the jews with more or less fidelfofidelity
and that law tois oftentimes called thet1
law of carnal commandments inas-
much as the lord found it necessary to
give specific instructions unto his
people even as to the details of their
dealings one with another he laid
down the principle under that theo-
cratic form of government which pre-
vailed in the day of moses that if a
man robbed his brother such and such
course should bbe taken with him that
if a man liedfled about his brother such
and such things should be done unto
him that if a man did not repent of
his wicked deeds that if he gave way
to drunkenness or to gluttony or to

in person such and such
penalties or punishment or retribu-
tion should be heaped upon him those
penalties having in all oasescases been de-
terminedter mined upon with the view of re-
forming the wicked doer and when
christ came the jews still lived under
ththatt I1lawaw to a certain exextenttent one
provision of the law was still inhl force

among them that which provided for
strict and impartial retribution to be
made in kind for all wrongs committed
an eye for and eye a tooth for a

tooth was an adage among them itif
a man robbed another hebe must be made
to restore in kind what be had taken
many fold and then the one from
whom he had stolen hadbad certain claims
upon him if a man murdered an
other the nearest relative of the mur
dereu man had the right to take the
slayerslayers life unless the latter could
reach one of the cities of refuge pro-
vided for that purpose but the lord
sought to teach another doctrine he
said on many occasions that he came
to supplant some of thesethem provisions
and he taught unto them lessons ofefI1

mercy and gave unto themthem
eions that were materially dildifferent
from those they were accustomed to
receive from the teachers and preachy
ersera in their synagogues

under those conditions and circum-
stances it is not at all surpsurprising
peter should marvel at this deolddoctrinepe
and should ask of the lord some defi-
nite limit as to the forforgivenessgivens to be
meted out unto offenders therefore
said he unto jesus how oft shshallI1
my brother sin against me and I1 for-
give him till seven times I1 budtand
not what suggested the number sevenn
unto him but it came to his mind
perhaps in remembrance of some
pharisaical formula and possibly hebe
thought that that would be a verytory t
liberal allowance lord shall I1 for-
give my brother if he sin agatagainstapt me
seven times and the antiwaranswer of thegreat master was not seven jimtimes
peter but seventy times seven 12 A
number great enough to show unto
peter that forgiveness must be infinite
that man muat not set up a4 car
barrier beyond which hebe will not for
give

Bbutu t you may say does that not op
the road as it were and give excuse
unto sinners that they may offend
with impunity because men against
whom they offend have been requitedrequired
to forgive them leading up to abthat
which the lord said unto peter in
answer to his question was another
piece of doctrine that jesus hadbad wdlaid
down he said unto his disciples

if thy brother shall trespass against
thee go and tell him hishia fault bwbetween
thee and hinhim alone if he shallhall hear thee
thou hast gained thy brother

what meant akhe by thatthai ifa mans
heart be filled with bitternessbitteruest towards
his brother and the brother go gulunto
him and take steps towards a perfect
reconciliation and strive to makeke
good any injury that he hasbas done and
any wrong that he has committed slidand
in place of bitterness he implant with-
in the heart of that man the feelings of
love and of companionship and
brotherhood if he rescue him fran
that ungodly condition of hate to that
divine state of forgiveness and of love
has not the one who brings about that
change some claim to the title of being
a temporary savior has he not
won thatt brother trona the pathpatho offeco
to the path of rectitude has he not
brought him back again into the fold
of companionship and love therefore
said the savior go rodaoi tell himim his
fault between thee and him alonealonelfif
be shall hear thee thou hast gained
thy brother and I1 believe abat4
meant and unto thee shall be given


