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ththee announcement of the bishop
savesgaves me the necessity of asking for
your faith aad prayers I1 would not
stand here if I1 did not believe I1 might
receive the asassistanceIstance and splitsanit ofingod I1 have been in pubpubliclic life asancece
my youth but I1 uever arise before a
congregation without feelings of
timidity it seems almost incredible
but it is nevertheless my weakness I1
have always learnedlearne1 to put my trust in
the lord

As you know it is not our practice
to prepare anything beforehand to say
to the people I1 never did it in my
life I1 have pondered in my heart the
principles of the gospel and of right-
eousnessness and have trusted to the spirit
of the lordI to suggest the things to be
said I1 know it is the proper way be-
cause how impossible it is for me to
know the wants of your hearts
whether need or corncom
fort the people have wants which
the spirit of faith can supply and no
matter how simple the laulanguageguage or
trite the subject it is a remarkable
feature connected with the preach
luglag of the elders that when
the spirit of god accompanies the
words they carry light intelligence
and comfort to those who hear them
I1 think this is a very remarkable fea-
ture of the principles of truth the
repetition of them does not take away
from them their value or make them
stale to us but they are profitable and
bring intelligence to the mind it tois
this great power that has attended the
preaching of the gospel in our day that
has convinced so many contrary in
numerous oasescases to their own maclinalia clina
eions for they could have no induce
ment from a worldly standpoint

we bear a great deal of the principle
of revelation if we believe in it no
doubt we have our ideas about revela-
tion and the way it is received I1
suppose everyone who has read the
bible has derived some impression re-
garding this subject the principle of
revelation is a gift enjoyed by the
saints to a greater extent than they
themselves imagine some have an
idea that there must become super-
natural influence or power rest down
on the person who receives revelation
that transforms him to a certain
extent and makes it apparent
to a man who knows him that
he is something beyond what men
naturally are and there is disappoint-
ment I1 presume because of expecta-
tionseionssnotnot being fulfilled inthisin this direc-
tion I1 need only refer you to the case
of the lord jesus who possessed the
greatest power of all men being a god
notwithstanding his position the
greatness of his callin gand the power
that he possessed and manifested in
the midst of the people there were
very few who recognized in him the
being that he was he did not come
up to their expectations they did not
look upon him as the messiah in
fact his own apostles had to exercise
a great deal of faith to understand who
he was it was only by revelation
that peter knew that he was the
christ for jesus told him that flesh

and blood had not revealed this to him
but his father in heavenlieaven no doubt
the apostles walked among men pos-
sessing great power attracting great
attention on the part of those with
whom they mingled it required
however the discernment that god
gives to recognize them it required
spiritual perception something more
than man naturally possesses to distin-
guish them as the servants of god

the spiritopi of revelation is the spirit
of light do all mankind enjoy this
spirit or is there only a certain class
who havehaveit it every human being that
comes into the world has received a
portion of the spirit of god to enlight-
en his mind every one tois born with
it who is perfectly born but that is not
the gift of the holy ghost yet this
gift of revelation or prophecy tois re
calved by all and is enjoyed to a great-
er or less extent by all according to
the cultivation bestowed upon it we
have perhaps known persons not mem
bers of the church who have had this
gift to a wonderful extent they have
had impressions which have after-
wards proved to be true how often
in life we are of a
person and we meet him or receive aletterfetter from him we may not have
thought of him for months but some-
thing spontaneously brings him to our
mind and before many hours we per-
haps either see him or hear from him
this I1 believe tois the spirit of god or
the spirit of revelation

how often it occurs in the experi-
ence of a person that he is prompted to
do a thing and having done it he will
afterwards see it tois the thing he ought
to have done or neglecting to do it
he has seen that he has made a mis-
take in not following the prompting
it is almost as though he heardbeard a voice
the man who lives in accordance with
the of this spirit is to an ex-
tent a prophet and if he live in accord-
ance with it strictly no matter
whether he never heard the gospel of
the lord jesus or never knew any-
thing of the bible and other sacred
records he will be saved if he follows
that light god will not judge us from
a light we do not know and the more
we know the stricter will be our judg-
ment A man who possesses an under-
standing of the principles of the gospel
will be held to stricter accountability
than the man who does not compre-
hend them heathensheathersHeathens will be saved
ahead of thousands and thousands who
profess belief in christianity for it is
revealed that they will have part in
the first resurrection where much is
given much is required where little Isin
given little is required

in regard to revelation it is our duty
to walk in its light when a matter is
presentedplesent ed worebefore us for consideration
ifir we will live as we should aftd we
shall know which course is right it
tois our duty to follow the light that is
the spirit of revelation that is the
way the church of christ is
led that is the way moses
led the children of israel it
was by following the light as it pre-
sented itself to hhisto mind the path being
made very clear before him That which
was dark or which produced a stupor
of mind or was not clear to him was
not followed by him that which is
plain and clear and which our minds
are not unsettled about is always safe
to do when we shall do this we shall

be led by the spirit of godgd till we reach
his kingdom

some men sayaay why does not god
remove all difficulties from our path-
way if he did so there would be
no development his reason for plac-
ing us here was to develop our divine
natures if we were not surrounded
by darkness we could not develop we
must taste the bitter in order to relish
the sweet that our spirits might be
purified and that we might exercise
our free agency good and evil must
be presented before us we are as free
agents in our sphere as the angels are
in theirs we are free to do right or to
do wrong and to choose the path we
shall tread inia

hell call persuade direct aright
blesbleb him with wisdom and with might
in nameless ways be roodgood and kind
but never force the human mind

god will force no man to heaven be-
cause he would be of no value if there
when we get to heaven it will be be-
cause we have developed within our
selves the qualities that make heavenwe must develop heaven within our-
selves so that there will be perfect
harmony between us and our surround-
ings I1 have seen men enjoy great
happiness in the midst of the worst
surroundings A man of this character
might be happy in hell if he were sent
there on a mission because he would
carry with him the elements of happi-
ness angels may come from heaven
to earth and mingle in earthly scenes
and yet be happy they do not lose
their angelic qualities nor their happi-
ness

I1 chauk god for giving us our
agency because I1 thinkthick this earth will
be a furnace to cleanse me and prepare
me for a better condition of affairs and
a better life and I1 believe this of all
of us the lord has placed us here
for wise purposes it is just as neces-
sary that our bodies should be subject
to law as it is that our spirits should
be these bodies of ours are naturally
rebellious full of strange appetites
we are here to conquer these desires
all of us will be sanctified and re-
deemed if we are faithful but we
must bring this earthly substance in
subjection to the will of god when
men die their bodies do not leave this
planet our spirits leave here not be
ing created out of the elements of this
planet but if these spirits of ours are
subject to the spirit of god and are
controlled by its influence and our
tabernacles have been subject to the
law of god they will be redeemed ex-
alted and glorified every law of
god that we obey tends to our exalta-
tion the spirit that we have here
will be the spirit that will ani-
mate us in the resurrection
if it is a spirit of evil it
will have power over us if it is one of
truth and righteousness it will direct
us all the progress we make here
will be to our advantage in the next
life therhe intelligence acquired here
will not be lost we will keep adding
to it and the more we seek under-
standing the greater will be our en-
dowment of knowledge fidelity in-
dustry and all the other good qualities
exhibited on earth will be manifested
in heaven

many persons doubt the existence of
god because they cannot recognize the
providence of deity in the various con-
ditions which surround men on the


