THE DESERET WEEKLY.

REMARKS
By President George Q. Cannon, in the

Lighteenth Ward Chapel. on Sunday

Evening, February lst, 1891.

{REPORTED BY ANGUS K. NICHOLBON.]

The announcement of the Bishop
saves me the necessity of asking for
your faith ard li)r:zyers. I would not
stand here 1f I did not helieve I might
receive the as:-istance and Spni{ of
God. I have been in public life slnce
my youth, but [ never arise before a
congregation without feelings . of
timidity. Itseems almest incredible,
but it is nevertheless my wenkness. 1
have always learne to put my trust in
the Lord.

As you know, it is not our practice
to prepare anything beforehand to say
to the people. I never did it in my
life. have poudered in my heart the
princi;les of the Gospel and of right-
eousness and have trusted to the Bpirit
of the Lord to suggest the things to be
paid. 1 koow it is the proper way, be-
causp how impossible it ia for me to
know the wants of your hearts,
whether you need strength or com-
fort? The people have wants which
the spirit of faith can supply, and no
matter how simple the lunguage or
trite the wubject, it iz a remarkable
feature connected with the preach-
ing of the Elders that when
the Bpirit of God accompanies tbe
words they carry light, intelligence
and comfort to those who hear them.
I think thia is a very remarkable fea-
ture of the principles of truth. The
repetition of them does not take away
from them thelr value or make them
stale to us, but they are Lrofitable and
bring intelligence to the mind. It is
this great power that has attended the
preaching of the Gospel in vur day that
has convinced se many, contrary, in
numerous cases, to their own inclina-
tions, for they could have no induce-
mentfrom a worldly atandpoint.

We hear a great deal of the principle
of revelation. If we believe in it, no
doubt we have our ideas about revela-
tion and the way it is received. 1
snp?ose everyone who has read the
Bible has derived some itnpression re-
garding this subject. The principle of
revelation is a gift eujoyed by the
Saints to a greater extent than they
themselves imagine. Some have an
idea that there must be,some super-
natural influence or power rest down
on the person who receives revelation,
that transforms him to a certain
extent, and muakes it apparent
to & man who knows him that
he is something beyond what men
naturally are, and there is Jdisappoint-
ment, I presume, becaure of expecta-
tions not being tulfilled in this direc-
tion. I needonly refer you to the case
of the Lord Jesus, who possessed the
greatest power of all men, being a God.
Notwithetanding His position, the
greatness of His calling,aud the power
that he possessed and manitested in
the midst of the pecple, there were
very few who recognized in Him the
peing that He was. He did not come
up 10 their expectations. They did not
look upon Him as the Messiah. In
fact His own A posties had to exercise
a great deaiof faith to understand who
He was. It was omly by revelation
that Peter knew that He was the
Christ, for Jesus told him that flesh

and blood bhad not revealed this to him
but his Father in heaven. No doubt
the Apostles wulked among men pos-
sessing greal power, attracting great
attention on the part of those with
whom they mingled. It required,
however, the discernment that God
gives o recognize them, it required
spiritual perception-~sometbing more
than man naturally pussesses—to distin-
guish them as the servants of God.

'The spirit of revelation is the spirit
of light. Do all mankind enl]oy this
spiril, or is there only a certain class
who have it? Every buman beingthat
comes intothe world has received a
portlon of the Hpirit of God to enlight-
en his mind, Kvery one is born with
it who is perfectly born, but thatis not
thegift of the Hely Ghost; yet this
gift ot revelation or prophecy isre
celved by ail and is enjoyed to a great-
er or less extent by all, according to
the cultivation bestowed upon it. We
have perhaps known persons, not mem-
bers of the Church, who have had this
gift to a wonderful extent. They have
had imipressions which bave after-
wards provéd to be true. How often
in everyday life we are thinking of a
person and we meet him or receive a
letter from him. We may not have
thought of him for months, but some-
thing spontaneously brings him to our
miud, and before many hours we per-
haps either pee him or henr from him.
This, I believe, is the Bpirit of God, or
the spirit of revelation.

How often it occurs in the experi-
ence of a peraon that he is prompted 1o
do u thing and having done 1t he will
afterwards see it is the thing he ought
to have done; or, neglecting to do it,
he has seen that he has made a mis-
take in not following the prompting.
It 1s almostas though he heard a voice.
The man who lives in accordance with
the promptings of this spirit is to an ex-
tent a prophet, and if he live in accord-
anpce with it atrictly—no matter
whether he never heard the Goapel of
the Lord Jesus or mever knew any-
thing of the Bible and other sacred
records—he will be saved if he follows
that tight. God will not judge us from
a light we do not kpow, and the more
we know the stricter will be our judg-
ment. A man who possessesan uuder-
standing of the principles of the Gospel
wiil be held to stricter aceountability
than the man who does not compre.
hend tiem. Heathens will be saved
ahead of thousands and thousauds who
profess belief in Christianity, for it is
revealed that they will have part in
the first resurreetion. Where much is
given much is reguired; where little iz
given little is required.

In regard to revelation, it i3 our duty
to walk io its light. When a matter is
resented before us for consideration,
f we will llve as weshould Jd®, we
shall know which course is right. It
is our duty to follow the light—that is,

the spirit of revelation. That is the
way the Church of Christ is
led. That is the way Doses
led the children of Israel. It

was by following the light as it pre-
sented ltself to his mind, the path being
made very ¢lear befe re him. That which
was dark, or which produced a stupor
of mind, or was not clear to him, was
not tollowed by him. That which is
plain and clear, and which onr minds
are not unsettled about, is slways safe
to do. When we shall do this we shall
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be led by thespirit of Ged till we reach
hiskingdom.

Some men say, “Why does not God
remove all difficulties from our path-
way??? If He did so there would be
no development. His reason for plac-
ing us here was to develop our divine
natures. If we were not surrounded
by darkness we could not develop. We
must taste the bitter in order to relish
the sweet, that our spirits might be
purified, and that we might exercise
our free agency. Good and evil must
be presented before us, We are as free
agents in our sphere as the augels are
in thelrs. We are free to do right or to
do wrong, and to choose the path we
shall tread in.

He'll call. persaade, dircct nPlFbt, X
Ble-~s him with wisdom and with might,
In nameless ways be good and kind,
But never forco lhe human mind.

God will force no man to heaven, be-
cause he would he of no value if there.
When we get to heaven it will be be-
cause we have developed within our-
selves the qualities that make heaven.
\We must develop heaven within our-
selves, so that there will be perfect
harmony between us and oursurround-
ings. 1 have seen men enjoy great
happiness In the midst of the worst
surroundings. A man of this character
might be happy in hell if he were gent
there on a mission, because he would
carry with him the elements of happi-
pess. Angels may come from heaven
to earth and mingle in earthly scenes
and yet be happy. They do not lose
their angelic qualities nor their happi-
ness.

[ thauk God for giving us our
agency, because I thick tals oarth will
be a furnace to cleanse me a8nd prepare
me {or a better gondition of affuirs and
a better life, and I believe thls of all
ofus. The Lord has placed us here
for wise purposes. Lt Is just as neces-
sary that our bodies should be subject
to law as it is that our spirits should
be, These bodles of ours are naturally
rebellious—full of strange appetites.
We are here to conguer these desires.
All of us will be sanctified and re-
deemed if we are faitbful, But we
must bring this earthly substance in
subjection to the will of God. When
men die, their bodles do not leave this
planet. Our spirits leave here, not be-
Ing created out of the elements of this
planet, but if these spirits of ours are
sulject to the Bpirit of God and are
controlled by its infiuence, and our
tabernacles have becn subject to the
law of God, they will be redeemed, ex-
alted and glovified. Every law of
God that we obey tends to our exalta-
tion. The spirit that we have here
wili be the spirit that will ani-
mate us in the resurrection.
If it is a spirit of evi it
will have power over ug; if it is one of
truth and righteousness it will direct
us. All the progress we make here
will be to our advantage in the next
life. “The inteliigence acgquired here
will not be lost. We will keep adding
to it, and the more we seek under-
standing the greater will be our en-
dowment of knowledge. Fidelity, in-
dustry and all the other good qualities
exhibited on earth will be manifested
in heaven.

Many persons doubt the existence of
God because they cannot recognize the
providence of Deity in the various con-
ditions which surround men on the



