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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

potato. most gertalnly can olalm neth-
ing. Perhups it decided to rest on jte
laurels A rearon ortwo,or through sheer
exhaustion from sucoessive and easy
previous triompbe hee deoided to go
into voluntary retirement to give the
others a chance. Or perhaps—we make
this suggestion in fear and with hesita-
tlon—ijts hard-handed and clear-headed
growers have come too neariy to the
condition of B flook of sheep—blindly
following the leader, whereby when
one farmer plants potatoes all do Jike-
wise, and when the over produoction
thoe created proves unmarketable,
every one fies to the other extreme
and plante none at all,

The tame of the Utah tnber has been
80 great that the news of n material
shortage in the looal orop ian real dis-
appointment. The couditions under
whiob our potatoss met and vasguished
all competliore have not ohanged for
the woree since that proud moment.
The sad truth that we have in s large
degrev lost the supremacy as toquality,
and ore even away bebind inquantity,
admits, therefore, of but one explana.
tion: our farmers bave become cuareless
In cultivation, negligent in the study
of markets, and Inaccurste in estimat-
ing needs, aoreage, certainty and local.
Ity of demand, and probahle source of
supply.

Perbhaps the following flgures may
furoish a text for some bard thinking
on the partof our agriculturists. Taking
the estimute of the department of agri-
gulture of the yield on u Lmesis of 100
bushels to the aere for » fuil crop for
the entire country, we find that Utah
this year producer ouly 88 busbels,
or only a little more than the average
for the whole Unlon. Qur nelghbors
have beaten us in this, our own (s vored
ctop, almost out of sigbt, Montunn
shows up with 138 bushels per acre;
Wyoming with 134; Nevaus with 132,
even Colorado with 94; while Idsho i
the banoer state of the Union with 158,
We do mmanage to beat Arizons, which
yYields 75, nnd ure equal to some of the
Southern states, woile Kanpss and

* Nebraska trall along in the remotest
rear, eaoch with 44 bushels per. acre.

The department deglares thai the
anresce last sesscn wae lully equal to
former years, which is nrobably not
true so fur a8 Utab is conceroed; nnd
it attributes the shortage to dry weather
during the {ate summer aod early full,
which in our cusa Is Do expuse at all,
since there bas been po partigular Jack
of irrigating wuter, which mukes us
independent of drouth.

Confronted with a general defieft of
20 bushels lesa to Lhe acre than the

country produced {u the exvel-
lent memsun of 1891, the pota-
to eater this winter will tura

his hungry eyes towaris Beotland, Jre-
land and Germany. From the former
comntry, where the crop hae been
exiremsly pooud, large ahipmenta have
ajready begun; and New Yoxk import-
ers s8sert that 9o oraer to supply the
demund, th® lmportations will oon-
tinue until jthe middle of June, when
the new crop from 1the Boutn will
begin to come {0, 1t §s oot likely that
In this far=distant Territory we, shall
be forced, to bumiliate out tubies with
forelgn “‘mealles;”” bat jt will be
neithér inapproprinte nor Unprofitable It
the farmer folk amonyg G, every time
they etick a fork inio a sten ming spegi-
men, shall reflect oo the discreditable

showing the Terrltory has made in
this one line, and bhow regular, and
active, and lucrative an export trade
we might bulld up by attending atrict-
Iy to buelness as in the clden time.

THE MORMONS AS CITY-BUILDERS.

A few days ago the NEws published
a paragraph frow the Nauvoo Husiler
expressing the opinion that if the

Mormons had not been driven out, that
city would have been the metropolis of
tbestate, and lanienting the **sad, sad,
mistake’” made hy the citizens of
Hancock county In the expulsion of
these thriity oity-builders. Furtber
conimente of similar tenor have been
exciled in other newspapera of that
région,and in all that up to the present
tlwe bhsve come under observation, it
is gratifying to note  tribute to the
honesty, diliyence, sobriety and gen-
eral good oitizensbip of & people whore
name a short generstion ago wasju
thexe pame Yegions uttered by antagon-
ists only io oonneotion with s curss or
areproach. 1tls anotber illustration
that justice though sometimen delayed
cannot furever Le dJefeated, and that
truth, though eeemingly orushed to
evarth, wiil rise again.

We quote toeday from the Qulpoy
Journal with re.ersnce to the Kualier's
contession above mentioveu:

Thia fa the first time that the writer
has ever heard or known of a Nauvooita
saving straight dut that the people of
Hancock couniy made 2 great mistake
when they drove the Mormons out, but
we bave long oclined to ihe belief that
they did indeod make a mistake, a sad,
sad mistake when by their acts they
drove Salt Lake City out of Hancook
county, 11l., into fur off Utab. It s plain
to ps that the benntiful Balt Lake City
itself is not toduny the equal ot tbe city
thut Nuuvoo would bave been bad the ear-
iy Mormons nol been made the scapegont
of every offense that was commitied in
this secilon oftbecountry,and driven from
the state, * * = Theé alteof tbacity of
Nauvoo, as the localion of a great city, is
certainly the hest we know of nnywhere
betweeu 8t. Lonis and St. Paul. The
Mormons wore and teday are s thrifty
and enterprising people, looked at from a
material standpoint. Salt Lake- City is
tbeir boast annd pride, as Nauvoo would
have been bad they been allowed to re-
main thers. Nauvoo is tar anough away
from 8t. Louis Lo have grown up intoa
metropolis, which, like Salt Lake Civy of
today, wonld bave been the pleasant
home of thousands of non-Mormons.
Salt Lake City is not a bad place to live,
far from it. ’i‘:ha Mormons of tbat civy
make excellent neighbors and feliow
citizona. It wonld bave been the same
if the founders of Salt Lake City bad
been permitted 1o remaid at Nauvoo,
Huancook county, Illinoia.

ELECTRICITY AND IRON.

The multifatlous uses to which
eleotricity ¥ being put ni'e continually
being ddded tos One of the most re-
cent processes In slectricai sojenceis
that of melting frép. When the weld-
ing Dfironr by this means wus succesg-
fully scopmplished it was it another
step to reduce the sdlid metal toa
liquid elnte by theg same agenoy, apl a
plan to carry this idea into effect hos
been dlscovered by u Milwaukee man
natned Bolbmon Bhaw. He snya that

the use of electricity for melting iron
is only a question of obtalning & eni.
figlent current for practical purposes
without an undue waate of energy,and
this problem be claims to have solved,

The nsual construction ofthe cupola
ls employed except that it is made to
taper gradually from the charglug door
inthe sbape of an inverted cone to
within elghteen invbes of the bottom,

when it opens out Into n regeiv-
ing chamber for the fluid
mstal, At tbe bottom of the

contcal opening on each elde of the
apparatus are two or more eleotrodes of
carbon, in such relative arrangement
asto produce a voltaio aro when en-
ergizad by a current of electricity. The
electrodes are flted wpon rack bars,
whioh, by rn sutomatio arrangement
of putleys and strap, is sotuated by n
welght controlled by the eleotrio cur-
rent. Ap the electrodes are consumed
and the dlstance increaser tosuch a
degree that there 18 danger of the gur-
rent falling to cross, the recks ate
autoroationlly forced together so as to
keep a constant current. The Iiron io
be melted ip stacked Ip the malp
ochamber of the furnace. An elecirio
ourrent of sufflolent power being let In
to the eleotrodes, the lower portion of
the metal is reduced to a fluld state and
paeses down to the receiving chamber
to be drawn oft through the tap open-
ing., This process is continted till al}
the iron Ja down,

it melting Jron in a furnace
by means of electrloity can be accom-
plished with as much savinz over the
use of coke srR Shaw olalma for his
melhod, it is only a short nnd gomipar-
atively eany step to smelling the oge
by the sawre meape., Bo soon aw this
end isattained the vast mountaing
of iron ore in Bouthern Utash as well
nA the immense bodies in Morgan,
Weber and Box Elder countles can be
reduced witbout tho outlay of 2 milllon
or more of dolinra which would be
neceseary under the present method of
smelting. It would be Indeed a good
thing for this Tepritory §{ ita iron oould
be sediaced to marketable torm at such
low cost an to compete witb the priges
now paid for ordinary pig iron. In
this time of rapld development of
acientific and mechanical knowledge,
the time may not be far distent for the
opening up of what will yet prove to
be one of the greatest industries of the
West—suocesrful iron works in Utah.

WINTER WORK FOR FARMERS.

Onpe would think it unnecessary to
remind furmers that of the four veasona
of the year the spring iz the huslest of

all; yet such & réminder is needed,
even among Utah farmers, ncted as
they sare for their industrions and
persevering hahblts. Oone renson tor
the necessity of this hint is ilso a jend-
{ng reason for the spring being u season
of a0 much work. That }», that asg
many things whioh sbould be dope in
the fail and wigter, snd which eouly
just as well be attended to while the
suow is ou the ground, or before the
iny grip of winter bas taken hold or
when it bas temporarily reluxed, are
postponed until the winter is perma-
nent}y broken, and the planting and

growlnye eeuson if at hand, Many
a  profesped farmer Jeaves the
clesning “up of hia corral til



