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‘was one with the Father. Says He:
“For I came down fromi heaven,
not to do mine own will, but the
will of him that sent me.’* This
union was never broken between
the Father and the SBon. The first
revelatien given to Joseph BSmith
waa that of the Father and the Bon.
The heavens were opened, and the
Father, with His Son, appeared to
Jouseph, in answer to his prayer,
and He pointed to His Soun and said,
““Thig is my beloved Son; hear ye
him.”? Thisis a peculiarity that T
have no recollection of ever being
manifest in any other age ol the
world. Awnother peculiar feature
conbected with this dispensation is
that the God of heaven has bestow-
ed upon almost all the male mem-
bers of the Church the Holy Priest-
hood.

‘This union was necessary hetwveen
God and the propheta and apostles
of old. Unless that union had ex-
isted between Him and His serv-
ants it could not have extended
throughout the children of israel
or among the children of men.
Itis nlso of vast importance fo us in
this Church and kingdom. I will
say myselfthat I donot believe there
ever was o man, save Jesus Christ,
that was more closely united and
associated with God the Father,and
God the Son, and God the Hoiy
Ghost, than the Prophet Joseph
8mith. The powerof revelation
was with him from the day that he
was called to receive the Priesthood
up to the time when he was wartyr-
ed. The power of iuspiration was
with him day by day. This is
plainly manifest in the revelations

coutained in the Book of Doctrine |

and Covenants. Whenever the
Lord felt disposed to reprove him,
Joseph Smith, through his own
mouth, had to reprove himself; and
he did not hesitate to give the word
of the Lord, though it was againost
himself, He wasunited with the
Lord; he was united with the Holy
Ghost; he was nnited with the
angels in heaven, with Peter, James
and John and with John the Dap-
tist. He received the Priesthood
from under their hznds. Joseph
called twelve Aponstles, Who were
they? The Lord said to him: “The
twelve are they who shall desire to
take upou them my opame with
full purpose of heart; and if
they desire fo take upon
them my name with full purpose of
heart, they are ealled to go into all
the world to preach my gospel unto
every creature.” The history of
these twelve Apostles we are some-
what acquainted with. I huavebeen
assoviated with the Apostleship for
over fifty years, I knew those meu.
I knew their lives. When the
Prophet Joseph organized the
Quorum of the twelve Aponstles, he
taught this priociple of union to
them. He gave them tounderstand
that they must be of one heart and
one miod, and thiey must take upon
themselves fully the mname of
Christ; that if God commanded
them to do anything they must
go and do it; that if they mar-
ried a wile they could pot stay
at home three or four years to take
care of her if they were called

to go to the nations of the earth.! martyrdorn,that If we did not round ! President

I miysell started on a misslon six
weeks after I was married, and |
was gone two or threé years. Bo
with others of my brethrem. it
mattered not what temporal work
we had to do, when we were called
to go abroad we bad to go. This
was one of the requiremeuts of the
Apostleship. We also had to be
united. We could not contend one
with another. 1f we did, the Spirit
of God would be withdrawn frim
us, and we would receive chastise-
ment at the bands of the Lord.
Uuder the celestinl law of the
Kingdom of God men must unite
together; men must love one
another, men must sland by this
Holy Priesthood acd maiotain the
powers of it while they dwell in the
flesh, in order to honor God and to
be prepared to receive their inherit-
ances in the world to come.

As 1 havesaid before, I have been
a member of (he Quorum of the
Apostleaforover fifty years. I have
been acquainted with its ups and
downs. I have been familiar with
the apostates. I have also been uc-
quainted with the union that has
existed. [ can say_that I never asso-
ciated with a class of muen that ever
manifested the same love for one an-
other asthe A postler of the Church
have when they have been faith-
ful. Of course, we have seen daya
of sorrow. After that 8rst Quorum
was called of God; after they had
had the ministration of angels and
seen the power of God manifested,
some of them yielded to temptation.
They said, “We have served God
long enough, aud now weare going
to serve ourselves.?’ They stopped
prayinyg and went to merchandising.
They stopped serving God, and took
a decided stand agaiust the Prophet
whom God had raised up to iay the
foundation of this Church and

kingdom. What were the conse-
guences? [t sent them to perdi-
tion, Their power fell like light-

niug from heaven. Their priest-
hood was taken from them, and
sealed upon the heads of other men.
It bas remaiped g0 to this day, and
will, for all I kuow, to the endless

ages of etenrity. With all the light]

thhey had, with all the power
they hagd, and with all the
manlfestatiovs, they had from
God out of heaven, they

turned from these tLings and re-
jected thema. Those were days of
sorrow to me and to those why re-
mained faithful; for one lial( of the
Quorum fell and turpbed against
Jogeph. But the Lord waz with
him. So was Brigham Young and
Heber C. Kimball and others of the
brethren of theguorum. They stood
by him; while others deserted him
and were cut ofl’ the Church, and
they to-day nre in the Spirit world,
without the Priesthood, without
their crown, without their glory,
ynd without the celestinl blessiugs
that were promised them oo econ-
dition of their faithfulness.

With this exception, the Querum
of the twelve Apostles have been
united, Weknew this was the work
of God. We koew the God of
beaven hau laid this A postleshipup-
on our shoulders, We¢ knew, as
Jogeph Smiith told us just before his
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up oul shoulders and bear off this
kingdom we would be damned. No
man can receive this A postieship;
no man can bear phis Priesthood; no
man cal be called to this important
calling, and then turo from it, with-
out condempaiion or being cursed
by the hand of God. It matters not
what sacrifices God requires at our
hands io the building up of His
kingdom, we have got to meet these
things and trust in Him.

The PProphet Joseph, in his day
coosulted with the A postles and
spought their views on important
matters and principles. He would
say, I want you to tell e your
views and feelinge about this, that
and the other.”” Theagency which
God bad givenus was never taken
from ue, elther by Him or His
Prophet. We used to express onr
feelings to the Prophet, and we did
80 with all good conscienve before
God. Asa general thing our views
were alike; but if there was any-
thing in them different from what
Joseph cousidered was right, when
we got through he would tell us
thus and s0. Then we did not stand
againgt that, but we united upon it.
One of the Apostles once brought
before the Prophet Josgph a very pe-
culiar kind of a system. Joseph
listened to him very patiently, and
whien this brother got through he
says, ‘“‘Brother Jose?h, what do
you think of that?’? “Why,”* gays
he, ‘*Brother , it isa beautiful
system, and I have only one fault
in the world to find about it.””
“What is it??* -t is not true.*’
Of course, when a man gets up n
thing that-is not true, he has to lay
it aside.

I want to say, for the comfort of
the Latter-day Saints, that God is
oot going to tail anybody. He has
carried out His purposes in every
age and geperation of men. As
Brother Snow said today, He raised
up old father Abraham to stand at
the head of the House of Israel, be-
cause he was a noble spirit. Before
he wag born he oceupied such a
position with God, in his agency,
that he was given supremacy here
on the earth. He stands at the
head of his posterity, and at the

hiead of  lIsrael, and  will
geeupy  that  position  forever.
The Lord is not going fo
disappoint us. He has fulfilled His

workk up to the present time; and
now cowmes the comsummation, the
winding up "scene, and the tulhl-
ment of all those prophecies and
revelations which God has given to
inspired men, who were moved
upon by the Heoly Ghost. Those
revelations you and I are fulfilling.
Joseph Bmith laid the fuundation of
this work. He holds the key of the
Kingilom ftoday, and will to the
endless ages of eternity, He has
passed and gone. Over twenty
Apostles bave passed away. Those
w{m jaid the foundation of this
work are now in the Bpirit world.
But we are alive here, and have
yet n few days in which to work.
Today we have a Quorum of Twelve
Apostles, When men have died or
apostatized, others have been called
to fill their places, When  the
Prophet Joseyph was tahen away,

oung occupied his



