SEN, TELLER ON
CANAL QUESTION

When President Transcends His
Duty the Fact Should be
Pointed Out,
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The Gorman Panama resolution wa

then laid before the senate, Before
fnyone wag recognized to gpe 1k on the
resolution Mr, Gorman offercd & nun

ber of amendments  Striking out i
word "intervention” wherever it ap-
pears, thus modifying the resalution
g0 a8 to make (it an inquiry concerning
the uge of Amepican military forees on
the Isthmus of Panama

Mr. Cullom, in view of the amend.
mentg, withdrew his motion o refer
the resolution to the commitiee on for.
elgn relations and sald he was WILINg
to have it voted on,

Mr. Lodge nsked to have the resolu
tion, as amended, printed and lie over
for another day, and that order was
made,

Mr. Teller then addressed the sen
ate on the canal question, saying that
he belleved the subject should be tredt-
ed from a non-partisan standpoint, He
thought, however, that whenever the
president transcended his doty the fact
should be pointed out In the present
instance he did not doubt the good In
tention of the president, but was dis-
trustful of his wisdom in what pe had
dane, He had no complalnt to make
againsy Panama, for he thought the
people of that country had the right
to enter upon & revolution, Indeed,
he thought that §if he had lived in
Panama he would have been a rebel
himself, This right of the Panamuans
did not, however, alter the duty of the
United Statesg to remain neutral

Me, Platt (Conn,) asked whether un-
der any clreumstances the  United
States had a right to protect transit
ueross the igsthmus, but Mr, Teller de-
clared that the guestion was academic
and said he would not argue the case
on that general ground, He was will-
ing to digcuss the question of the right
to Interfere ag the president has dong
in the recent instance, and he i
réeady to contend that that interfers
ance was In contravention of Interna-
tonal law,

When Mr, Teller referred to Mre. TIH
man's characterization of the situation

on the isthmus the latter Interrupted
to say that he had been misuaderstond
and desired (o explain, He it
had meant to =ay that it would have
been preferable for the United
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