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to be so now: for thus it becometh us
to fulflll all righteousness.” He only
did what He required others to do, and
therefore He was baptized of John. He
was buried In the water by one who
had authority from God to baptize;
and as He came up out of the watel
the heavens were opened, and the Holy
Ghost, in the form of a dove, descended
from the heavens upon Him, and a
volee came out of the heavens, saylng,
*“This 13 my beloved Son, In whom 1
om well pleased.” ‘Then Jesus went
forth and called His disciples, and He
taught them-—what? Read Hls glorious
sermon on the mount. They were to
do good for evil, they were to sacrifice
every craven appetite of their nature,
every fallen inclination of thelr hearts;
they were not to persecute others be.
cause they persecuted them; they were
to pray for those who should despite-
fully use them; they were to seek to do
good to all mankind, obey the com-
mandments of God, and to do the
things that Jesus did, and that He com-
manded.

This Is the true Gospel., It 18 the
power of God unto salvation. Wil we
recelve It? If not, we wlll be rejected;
or if we reject it in part, then will we
be gullty of breaking the whole law,
because we will not be qualified to en-
ter into the glory of God into the
manelons that are prepared for the just
until we are wllling to receive the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth, and stand by it, whether we
have any earthly reward or not.

While Hstening te the brethren this
afternoon I was led to reflect upon
some of our friends who have passed
away, When we look back and think
of Presldent Young, Heber C. Kimball,
Whlard Rlchards, George A. Smith,
Oraon Pratt, Parley Pratt, President
John Taylor, Erastus Bnow, and the
thousands of falthful, vallant Saints of
God who passed through the persecu-
tions In Chlo, In Missouri, and in Illi-
nols, and were driven from their homes
tirhe and time and time again, and fin-
ally out into the wilderness, with no
knowledge, except the promises of tha
Holy Spirit in thelr hearts, that hey
would ever find a resting place for
their weary feet—driven trom their
homes, their kindred, and their
friends, with the dimmest pros-
pect in the world, so far as human
knowledge or presclence was concerned,
of ever reaching a haven of rest, but
trudging across the platns with weary
step, yet with unshaken confidence in
God and unwavering faith in His
word—when we look back and think
of those scenes we canmot forget the
falthful men and women Who passed
through them. They dld not faint by
the way; they did not backslide; they
did not turn r the truth. The
harder the trial, the mare difficult the
journey, the greater the obstacles, the
more Arm and determined they were.

_President Young, under the Infiuence
of the Splrit of God, led thls people
away from the densely settled portlons
of our country into this once bleak and
desolate waste, where the Lord knew
what He had in store for His people,
but which none of us foresaw. I cannot
believe that the whole truth, such as
we see It today, ever dawned upon any
of those who led us here, up to Lthe
titne of thelr coming. I belleve they
built better than they knew, I believe
they were led by the power of jGod, step
by step, and were taught precept upon
precept, line upon line. In thls way He
proved their Integrity and their devo-
tlon. He proved them unto death:
ves, and even beyond death; for death
to many of them would have been
sweet, it would have been peaceful,
happy rest, compared with the toll and
trouble they had to endure. Neverthe-
leas the Lord brought us here.
But He had to suffer the power of our
enemies to be hrought into requisition,

in order to get us here. If the Prophet
Joseph Smith or President Brigham
Young had called upon the people to
leave thelr peaceful homes and thelr
happy surroundings to come out into
this desert, I do not believe he could
have found one out of a hundred that
would have been willlng to sacrifice
what they then enjoyed, with faith that
they would better their condition o
that they were fulfilling the purpose of
the Almighty In doing s0. They werse
all human; they were surrounded with
many weaknesses and imperfections,
and were too shortsighted to foresee
that which God foresaw. Now we are
here, and look at what hag been accom-

plished, indeed *“what God hath
wrought!” We have not done ft; the
Lord has done it. He has removed

from the soll its barrenness, and has
given to It fertility and to us prosperity
on every hand. Will we appreciate all
this as a gift of God to us, and will we
use It right? Will we remember the
L.oord in the abundance of His gifts
unto us? For He has not only made it
a duty for us to have faith, and to re-
pent, and to be baptlzed, and to keep
ourselves pure and unspotted from the
world, but He has made another Iittle
requirement of us, In order to test us
and to prove us withal, to see whether
we are wllling to obey Him rather than
to follow the inelinations of our own
minds. He has required that one-tenth
of our increase annually shall be given
unto Him, as a tlithing, for the work of
the ministry, for the building of tem-
ples, for the spreading of the Gospel.
for the gathering of the poor, and for
the feeding of the widow and the or-
phan, the aged and the decrepit. We
are to glve one-tenth of that which we
obtain annually into the storehouse of
the Lord, that the Lord may have meat
in His storehouse wherewith to ac-
complish His work on the earth., Wil
we do 1t? Wil we obey the Lord? 1f
we do not, we will suffer the conse-
quences sooner or later’ The T.ord ls
Independent of us. He has no favors
to ask of us. Whatever He asks of us
is designed for our favor and blessing,
and not for His. He is not seeking
benefits at our hands; but He !s seek-
Ing obedienece an our part to the laws
and commandments which He Mas
given us, that we may be benefited.
It He requires our tithes and our offer-
ings, It Is that we may learn the prin-
ciple of sacrifice, that we may not be-
come covetous, or selfish, or sordid. or
be wrapt up in our earthly possessions,
but that we may be willlng to impart
freely of that which the Lord gives to
as, for the accomplishment of His tem-
poral work. If we fail in proving our
integrity In these matters, we will fail
In our stewardship, and God will re-
quire it at our hands.

May the Lord help us to do our duty
in all things, Is my prayer. Amen.

RICHEST BILVER MINEE ON EARTH

Oruro, Bolivia, June 25 1898

Oruro is one of the great mining cen-
tera of Bolivia. There are rich de-
posits of silver and tin in the Andes all
about it and the work goes on ln the
mineg night and day. There are rich
copper mines on  the Desaguadero
river, not far from here, and the whole
country in fact, seems to be A bed of
valuable minerals. In  the Huananl
{(Wah-nah-ne) tln distriet there is a
conical mountain, which has a network
of tin velns, in some of which the pure
ore has heen followed down from the
top of the mountain a distance of 600
feet. In the Avecaya district. near thias
the tin Iodes are from one to three feet
thick and now and then contain great
masses of solid tin ore Other veins
are from six to eight feet wide In
places, and some of the ore is so pure
that it is shlipped to Europe as it

comes from the mines., Other ore is

crushed by means of rocking stones ang
i smelted on the spot In little blast
turnaces and run into ifty-pound pigs
All of these tin mines are sltuated at'.
least 14,000 feet above the sea,

Bollvia has perhaps the richest shver
mines on earth. She has produced a
vast amount of the silver now in the
word, and did the price of silver rige
she would again flood the markets with
her product. There are today |n the
dumps of the abandoned mines of this
country millions upon mllions of ounces
of silver which nne machinery may
some tlme reduce at a  profit, The
methods of minlng have been wasteful
in the extreme, and the high freight
rates now prevent anything byt the
richest ores being touched. The tin
and silver-bearing territory of Bolivia
is about 1,500 miles long and 210 miles
wide. It runs clear through the moyn-
tainous parts of the country from
south to north and everywhere
throughout 1it. at distances from fiftes
to twenty miles apart, may pe ge.eg
these abandoned mines, whiech
worked by the Spaniards. In 1848 tn
number of these mines was Estimates
at 10,000, Few such mines were ax
haugted. ‘The Spaniards forceq th;
Indians to labor in them, and they bur
rowed through the earth, taking ouE
only the richest parts of the veins
The owners gave one-fifth of what thewy
mined to the Spanish erown, and fp i
known that between the time of th:
coming of the Spaniards to Roljyja and
the year 1300 the country produceg
more than three and one-thirq billio:
dolars in siltver. TFrom 1800 tq 182{?
when Bollvia secured her Independanpea
of Spain, sixty-seven million dollare
were taken out of the mines, ang up ts
the present it must be, I shoulq ga -
a very low estimate to say that Boli 1y
has given the world the enormoy.
amount of four billlon dollars’ wortle s
sllver, The greater part of this metof
came from the famous silvey molmm“
of Potos!, the mines of which have pr i
duced more than three billion dolia re
worth of siliver. Today the Potosi mine
are to a large extent exhausteq aeé
the town, which had at one time mos
than 100,000 people, has now harqdy
on;;fourth of that number, v

present Oruro is8 far
mining center than Potosgr?l?tgz:eas .
some very rich mines here, and gpe Jogl”
far from the city has netted the pres.f_."’ﬁ
president of Bolivia a fortupe =

mine 15 called the San Jose. 1t was 5
am told, discovered by g Scotehman

named Andrew Penny, who eame out
here years ago 48 a common mech.a.mu
He was a drunken sot of a fellow a.n‘ii
was by no means particular as tg the
character of his female friends, at
least he married an Indlan anq

living with her when his mine be N
to produce fabulous amounts. It Qia-n
tinued good and scon made him .

wealthy. He invested some of hijg :%rx.z
plus in an estate In the gld country

and then died. By the BRBoliv;

hls estate went to his wife u\;(llaxtxo 1?{‘-@
adoptedl son, who was @ half—bree:i
The widow econcluded to go to Scot~
land and see if she could not captyre
the estate there. She failed, but her
lawyer, who seems to have been asg )i
tle particular as was the olg Secotch-
man, made the anclent Indiap widow
a proposal of marriage and came back
with her to Bollvia to live, The old lag

foon died, and the now president o,;
Eolivia was the lawyer who settled the
estate, He did this In such a way that
for a consideration the Scoteh Iawyer
husband withdrew. leaving the balance
of the estate, Inecluding the mine to
the president and the adopted son. ’i’he
prestdent, 1 am told, now owns five-

eighths of the mine, and he has Erom
{it an income of something Uke fifty
thousand Bollvian “dollars a week or
more than fifty thousand of our dol-
lats a month. The mlne has ore in
.sight for a long time to come, and



