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been a sheer impossibillty In the dead-
ly lowlands and swamps of Havana
province.”

The dearly bought victorles at S8antl-
ago these dayy furnish the best justifi-
cation for the policy of caution that
has characterized the conduct of the
war. It will galn further Justification
when all 1s over and the methods are
considered in the light of the results
accomplished.

THE LADRONEE TAKEN.

The welcome news ig received that
the Ladrome islands have been added
to’ the war possessions of the TUnited

Btates. The expedition for the rellef of
Admiral Dewey put in at the Islands
and took them wlithout practlcal op-
ppsitior, They are an Important and
noteworthy addition to the prizes which
have fallenm to the lot of this country
at the expensze of Spain, and whatever
may be their final
wil] certainly not be rellnqulshed umntil
the account with their former owner fs
settled in full; he has now nothing left
in the Pacific but the Carolines,

The Ladrones group, sometimes
called the Marlanne iaslands, are a long,
rambling archipelago between latitude
12 and 21 degrees and longitude 144 and
148 degrees. They are twelve |h num-
ber and are moatly of voleanic orlgin,
rugged but pleturesgue, being carpeted
with perpetual verdure and densely
wooded. They have numerous hills and
some mountains; the valleys are fertile
and contain ewerything necessary to
the physical well-belng of the human
family. Only the five southernmost
islands are inhabited; these by a race
of tall, brawny people, who are pald to
be active and Ingenious. Of course
everything 18 In a most primlitive con-
dition. The populatlon la estimated at
about 10,000, the entire land area being
1,200 square miles.

EFFECT OF BPANISH RULE.

The recent hlstory of the Caroline
Islands {s an {llustration of the fact
that the natives In those parts of the

world quickly adapt themspelves to the
requirements of clvilization and that
they, although of a peaceful disposi-
tion, resent injustice and tyranny. The
seeds of civilization were first sown In
those islands by American mlgsionarles,
who on their arrival there found e race
of savages, tattooed, warllke and ad-
Aicted to cannibalism. After some yealrs
of lahot paganism had almost disap-
penved. On the island of Pingelap, for
instance, a church was Dbullt large
enough to accommodate the entire pop-
ulation, about a thousand souls. Cloth
was provided and made into decent
¢lothing. Morning and evening the peo-
ple assembled to hear the gospel, Liguor
and tobaeco were banished and the Ten
Commandments were adopted as a code
of laws. Dr. Wetmore, a physician of
Honolulu, visited Plngelap in 1886 and
gave hla Impressions of the people
there, According to Dr. E, E. Btrong
in the American Monthly Review of
Reviews he found the change effected
in less than fourteen years perfectly
marvelous. The material prosperity of
the place as compared to what it was
at his first visit was almost bevond be-
lief. EBimfilar conditions prevailed In the
other Islands. In 1888 there were In the
Mlicroneslan mission 47 churches with
4,509 members and 16 native preachers.
Five languages had been reduced to
writing and school Dbooks had been
printed In all of them. This was due
to American energy.

In 1885 the Carollne islands were by
the pope actlng as arbitrator awarded
to Spain. In 1887 the Spanlards as-

disposltion they-
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surned control. When the first gov-
ernor landed he promised that religlous
liberty should prevall, but it did not
take long to demonstrate the value of
Spanish promlses. JIn three months
seven migsion schools had been sup-
presgsed, and later a Spanlsh force com-
menced to build barracks and a Cath-
ollc church at one of the mission
statlons on land deeded to the mission
and within a few feet of the mission
church, with the evident object in view
of driving the American misslonaries
away. Dr, Strong says:

“This incident, following numberless
other wronge, brought matters to a
crisis and proved more than the natives
could bear. There was but a single
American woman at the station at this
Juncture, and she was powerless to
prevent the sudden uprising of the peo-

ple, followed by a slaughtering of the]

Spaniards. The vengeance they took
upon their oppressors was swift and
terrible. In September the Spanlards
“were reinforced by a gunboat and 600
soldlers from Manila, and the mission
premises at Qua were shelled and des-
troyed, the natives retiring beyond the
reach of the Bpanlsh guns. All efforts

toward concillating the two
parties, though most persistent
pgoved unavailing. Sceing  that
they would be practically
prisoners If they remalned, the mis-
sionaries left Ponape on board the
Unlted States ship Alllanee and
sought elsewhere a place for thelr

Christian labors. 8ince then no Ameri-
can missionary has been allowed to re-
maln on Ponape."

The hiatory of the Caroline Islands la
but a repetition of that in every other
part of the pagan world where Spain
has obtained a foothold. It has been a
curse to the people, while American In-
fluence has proved elevating and refin-
Ing. Were there any fear in the minds
of the people of the United States re-
garding the result of extending Ameri-
¢an rule to the races over whose lands
the Stars and Btripes has, In the mar-
velous providence of the Almighty,
been holsted these days, fuch fears
should be dizpelled by the factr rec-
orded on the pages of hlstory. Thaose
races may be Inferior; but they are
human, capable of enlightenment, en-
titted to happlness, and their salvation
is in keeping them under the strong
protection of American institutions.

BRAVE BOYE ARE THEY.

From a perlod hoary with antiquity
comed down to the present age the
dtory of how Leonidas with a mere
handful of men stood llke a wall of
adamant agalnat a vast horde of Per-
nlang. Later onm, but stitl far back, the
story of Arnold Winkelreld at TUnter-
walden was Wwrltten and has passed
along the lines of succeeding ages as
the story of & man through whose self-
sacrificing valor the Austrilans were
overthrown. All wars have thelr
special deeds of herolsm which stand
out so0 comsplcuously above their sur-
roundingd that they are remembered
when all else 1a forgotten, or they keep
all else in remembrance by causing
them to form the perspective of an un-
dying picture, In modern times we look
at the charge of the Light Brigande at
Balaklava, and while all readers know
of it, how many know of the desperate
work of which it was only a part?
Btill more recently the charge of the
Black Horse Cavalry at Bull Run,
where of a thousand young men con-
stituting the very flower of Virginia's
proud familics but a few dozen were
left, stands prominently in a battle
{tgeif Bo promlinent that it will be
many generations before it beginag to
fade and leave the fadeless Une to be-

'coma plainer thereby. Quite recently
a tinge of immortality was agaln {m-.
parted to the record of daring deeds by
the mad dash of the Gordon Highlang-
ers up agailnst the barbaric, desperate
forces confronting them at Dargaj
Ridge. These, and hundreds of othep
instances of human valor and intel]j-
gent determination were not borm tg
perish so long as records are kept ang
memory g the warder of the brain,

' There hag never been, In all the ne-

lcounts of glowing deeds on the field 4
battle, a more sublime exhibition of

" valor united to unerring Judgment anad
faultless discipline than was the aplep.

did charge of American volunteers in
front of Santiago on Friday last. A¢
the word of command all moved for.
ward with impulsive strides apgq
with the utmost preciglon. A
witherlng wvolley from the enemy
was poured Imto thelr ranks ang e
destructlve did it become that they hapg
to prostrate themaselves to escape anpl_
hilation. Thig alone to ordinary soldierg
of the machine clags would have createg
{elther a panle resultlng in completea
demorallzatlon, or a withdrawal tp
more or less disorder to the starting
place. When the firing relaxed s0me-
what thay were agaln “up and at ‘em »
and again after a few steps forwarg
was prostration necessary to eseape
obliteration. Once more to thelr fegt
then with a wild whoop and hurrah the
heights were scaled and the Spanjardg
,driven precipitately from their shelter
It was a grand triumph and g mst];?
one, For the flret time in the history of
the world the personality of the Anglo.
| 8axon was brought In contact with that
of the descendants of old Rome Uving
beyond the Atlantie, In a supreme togt

of individual valor and physieal en-
durance, and the superiority of the
former was demonstrated at

e
polnt and beyond all question. b

It is Idle to say after this and tpe
other exhibitions of personal bravery
and cnolness which the American peg-
ple have presented to the wonderip
world that we need a larger standipng
army than the one we had when the
war broke out. Twenty-five thousang
men are an ample force, and except fop
belng trainers to others and constituting
a nucleus to build around and extend
upon in time of trouble, we could get
along with none at all. The American
who, ad a tule, seekd no quarrel ppd
will resort to every honorable meapgs
to avold a fight, becomes all at onge g
wakened destroyer when the contest
Is thrust upon him. He then showas
that he Is .intultively a soldier apg
with or without the assistance of
regulars, understands exactly what his
duty is while at once proceeding up-
finehingly to carry It out. It yg g
terrible thing for such men to have to
loge life or llmb, especially when fight-
Ing In a cause which except by Bym-
pathy contains nothing for them aavye
the honors and plaudite. whiech in ng
struggle of the world within a Corres-
ponding time were ever so numeroyg or
s0 well earned.

DISASTER AT SEA,

Word comes from Hallfax of a terr(-
ble disaater by which hundreds of 1jvea
were Jost, The detalls are ag yet not
glven, but is seems that the ship
Comartyshire colllded near the Sable
Islanda, off the coast or Nova Beotlsa,
with the French liner La Bourgogne
carrying passengers from New York
for Havre. The steamer sank and
slx hundred of the passengers and crew
perished. Among the two hundred that
were saved there was only one woman.
The inference 1s that the destruction of
the vessel must have heen accom-
plished before any organized effort at
saving MUfe could be made, as under




