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ihthe0 moral influencesCes of have
laa quiet orderly and christian community
our towns are without gambling hellsbells
drinking saloons or brothelsbrotbroiheishels while from
end to end of our territory the innocent
can walk unharmedmed at all hours nor laIs
this dueduo to an organized police but to thetho
kind natures and christian impulses of a
good peonie in support of my argument
of their entire ginBinvincentycenty I1 with confidence
appeal to their history

khoiho mormon church was established at
fayette newnow york in the year 1830 in
1831 the headquarters of the people was
removed tp kirtlandKirtlahd ohio and considera-
ble numbershumbers of missionaries wereadre sent out
to preach the new religion initi various partsbarts
of the northern statstatesstated many converts
were made and renran to kirtland but
they were subjected to various petty an-
noyancesnonoyances and by the sur-
roundingrounrouading people landlandlana nonobnoe being abun-
dant or easily acquiredired for thothe rapidly
increasingnumbers thetho newnow eondonconvertsverts were
advised to locate in jackson Lcounty mis-
sourisour inherewhere lahlland waswa abundant and cheap
wherein factjact bat powfow settlers had preceded
our people rheahothe mormonscormons soon became ha
prosperous ndand wealthy community the
same habits of industry and thrift which
they have overever maintained being eyenevendeventheneVenthenthen
vigorously inculcated by their leaders
many liundredhundred thousand acres of govern-
ment land were purchased fine farms aniland
thriving settlements were established and
the first printing presspross in wewestern ailsaliss
abariburt put in oppoperationration babbat the wealth
acquired by the peopleborle wasras desired by ourliwlawneighbors the lawlessossass border men who
afterwards mademado thetho frontiers oflof kansas
their battlebattiebattlefieldfield attacked plundered and
murdered our settlers and aerially drove

J them from their delightful limoxhomesnesaes which
they appropriated to0o themselves the title
to much odtheof thetho land in jackson and otherqunties is todayto day in mormonscormonsMormons who were
then driven from their homes During tho
troubles incidentut to thothe expulsion ofaf the
mormonsmormonMormonmons hundreds of merimedi women and
children were murdered or died from dis-
eases caused by exposure to the inclement
ciescles of theweather thewretched refugees
arnenafterafterwardard localoealocatedlocatellteil at clay caldwell anddazdandavis counties missouri where there were
almost no settlers and where within a few
years theirtheli industries hadlad again built up
thriving settlements and accumulated
large herdsheid of stock the outrages of jaak
boneon countycolitity were then repeated the mor
mons driven fromfrond their homes which wereere

inaraemaraudersdars and thousandthousands4
women and children driven forth home-
less and the prey for thetho border ruffians
whose 4cupiditycupid had been excited bythebythoby thetho
wealth of the industrious exiles hundreds
Jeridorlperishedshed from boldboidbolda exposure and
tion butrbat their leaders sustained by an
undying faith again called together
scatterscatteredbd and impoverished followers and
ioremovingmoving to illinois founded the city
nauvooTau

for several years they were compara-
tively undisturbed they built up one
thetho most thriving and beautiful cities orthoof the
state far as the eye could reach from the
eminence of their temple the well tilled
farms and gardens the comfortable farm-
houses the mills and factories and well
filled schools attested the inindustryaustry
thrift andarid mhdthetha wealth of tbthea once persecu-
ted people but again their wealth
envy in the lawless border men of the
state without what even their
claim waswils justifiable causecauso and in a man-
nerabr which gov ford characterized as
permanent disgrace to the people of
state they were attacked pillaged
drivenacross the river their houses burned
their womenkomeh and ehichIchilgrenchildrenlAren driven forth ununisheltered in the incinclementlenient season of thetha
year their leaders brutally murdered

the annals of religious persecution
fruitful of cruel abuabuseabuso can give
more pitiable and heartrendingheart rending than
scenes which followed this last expulsion
aged men andanawomenmomenwomen the sick and feeble
children of tender years and the wounded
were driven into the flats of the river
in sight of their onceonee happy homes
perish froan exposure and starvation
over our broad land the church bellsbella
christian communities were Tinzinri gingg b
peace and goodwillgood will to menmeny while to the
churches throngedthronged thousands to hear
preapreached the gospel of charity and forgive-
ness thesevliesd poor heartsickheart sieksick followers
same redeemer were driven in violence
from their houseshonses to perish like wild bastainjn the swampss and wilderness the igengen
tiemen charge US with hypocrisy and de

graved lusts for motimotivesims with such a
record as taistothis to mock their eslest theworld hashai manymanya hypocrites andadd is well
filled with wicked men but they keep
about them the recompense and havebave

i e
other histories than this I1 give you and
which history iioliono manmanmin can deny

word went out to the worldworl that sorforlor
monism had finally been annihilated butagain the scattered hosts werewore gathered to-
gethergetherjether and set but on a pilgrimage thitthat
sinceI1 that of the children of israel has heenbeen0 without parallel in the history of the humanh matimajirocefaceto no rstoresstores theywere beg

riteft garedkared lirlif theithe worlds goodsroods yet with earnest
religious enthusiasm they toiledtolled on through
unknown deserts over unexplored moun
Ustsintainarancesrangosranges and across plains haunted byasavagesravages only less cruel than the white
christians who had driven them forth in
search of that promised land where at last
they could worship god in accordance with
the dictates of their own conscience 1i and
nindfind unbroken that covenant of the consti-
tution which guards this sacred right

flagged footsorefoot sore starving and wretched
they wandered on delicately nurturednurnurturedturea
women and their little children dug roots
or subsisted antheon the bark of trees or the
hidesaides of animalsan imala from nauvoo to salt
lake the valley of their promised land
1500 miles there is todayto day scarce a mile
along that dreary and terrible road where
does not repose the body of some weary
one whom famine or sickness or the mer-
ciless savage caused to perish by the waywiy

it wassatansavanwhilelielle on this pilgrimage that an
order came from the government for fleefire
hundred men to serve as soldiers in the
mexican war the order was promptly
obeyed these devoted men who had re-
ceived only cruel persecution from the
people they were called upon to protect on
the field of battle dedicated their poor
helpless wives to god and themselves to
their country leaving their families to
struggle on as best they could thes bravebrace

oark1
i oticotie men followed ourpur ag intonerinto newhewrfmexicoexico and california andaga were at last

disbanded at san diego with high eralso
from their officers but with scanty means
to return to those they loved andana whomwho in
they had leftloft to suffer and belpperhapss to per-
ish orr the waywaya

thus mr speaker three times did thithiss
persecuted people before their location in
utah build up for themselves pleasant and
prosperous homeshomehomelandsandand by their industry
surround themselves with all the comforts
and appliances of wealth and three times
were they by an unprincipled and out-
rageous mobblob driven from their possessions
and reduced to abjectest poverty andkny
bear it in mind that in every iastaninstance0ce the
leaders dfof these organized mobs offered to
all who would abandon and deny their
falahifaithfalth toleration and the possession of their
homes and wealth but they refused the
tempting snare they rejoiced thatthab they
were thought worthy to suffer for the
masterblaster and rather than godenyto deny tbtheintheireinair faith
they welcomed privation they sacrificed
all that earth could offer they died the
saintly martyrs death

mrmn speaker is this shining recordrecord that
of a community ofhypocrites what other
christian denomination of our country can
showshow higher evidences of earnestness of
devoted selfseif asacrificeac for the preservation
of their religious faithfalth

in further presentation of my argument
mr Speaker that the doctrine of polygamy
is anau essential feature in our religious faith
and that in our adherence thereto we are
advocating no new or unsupported theory
of marriage I1 cravecravo the indulgence of the
house while I1 cite some few from the
numerous writerswriter of weight and authority
in the christian church who have illustra-
ted or supportedupported the doctrine

now sirair far be it from me to undertake
to teach this learned housemouse and above all
the hon chairman of the committee on
territories great theological truths if
there be any subject with which this hon-
orable body is especially conversant it is
theology I1 have heard more scripture
quoted here and more morality taught
than in any other place it wasvas ever my for-
tune to serve with great diffidence then
I1 venture to suggest to the supporters of
this bill that while polygamyhad its origin
in holy writ taughttaught as I1 have said before
bylbyiby thetho greatest of allail11 lawmakers and not
0onixonlyy tolerated but explicitly commcommanded
by theto Almightyas I1 shall presently show
monogamy orok the system of marriage now
recognized by so manymanymanx christian nations
originated among thetho pagans of ancientgreece and rome

I1 know sirair that the report accompany-
ing the bill fetches vast stores of theologic-
al information to bear informs us that
polygamy isis contrary to the divine econ-
omy and refers to the marriage ofbf the first
human couple and cites the further testi-
mony odtheof the bible and ththa of the history
of the world settisettingang aside the last named
as slightly voluminous for critical examin-
ation in the present discussion we will
take up as briefly as possible jhotho divinedwine
authorities and the commentaries and
discussions thereon by eminent christian
writerslandseeand see how far my peoplepeole have
been misled by clinging to them Asad for
tha illustrious exampleuple quoted of ouroni firstparentsarah aliailall11 that can be said of their
ria a i I1 that it WAsvs exhaustive adamadani
marrieda ria all thotbe women inift the world andaud if
we would findflud teaching by exaexample we
must go among his descendants where
examples can be found amonghinan thetho favored
people of god whose lawslang waewerevere af divine
origin and whose conduct received macsane
tion or punishment at his handsagtheat the pernodperiod of the reformation in cenoener
manymanxa duringrin thothea earearly partarbart of tthe6
concurcentury thoet a great reformersre or rg luther

el n on zwingle aand bacerneernear heldheid a
solemn0ae consultationansul at wittenburg 04 the
question whetherVhether it isis contrary ta thetha
divine law for a man to have two at
once and decided unanimously that it
was not audand upon the authority orthisof this
decidecisionkiongion phillip landgrave actu-
ally married a second wife his first being
still allyealiye this fact is recorded in daudahbignes history of the reformation andby other authors of that period

drir huhugo6 grodinsGroGrtiusolins a celebrated datchdutchjunistjuristlawcrisi tagand statesman and most eminent
law writer of the seventeenth century
states that the Jewish law allows a plural-
ity of wives to one man

hon john selden a distinguished eng-
lish author and statesstatesmanmany a member ofparliament for lancaster in 1624 and who
represented the university of oxford in
the langlandlong parliament of 1610 in his work
emitted uxorexor the hebrew

wife says that 11 polygamy1 imy was allowednot
only among the Hebrews but in most other
nations throughout the world and that
monogamy is a modern ana a european
custom almost unknown to the ancient
world

dr samuel paffendorfpuffendorfPuffendorf professor of law
in the university of heidelberg in ger-
many and afterwards of lundin sweden
who wrote during the latter part of the
century in his great work on the law of
nature and of nations says that the
mosaic law was so far fromfroth forbidding this
custom polygamy that ibeife seemsseems in several
places to suppose it and in another place
hohe says in reference to the rightrightfulnessfalness
thereof the polygamy of
the old covenant is an argument which
ingenuous men must confess to be unan-
swerableswerable 11

rev gilbert burnett bishop of salis-
bury the particular friend ofwilliam IIIill
who was eminent among both histhistorian
and theologians wrote a tract upon this
subject near the beginning of the
century the tract was written on the
question Is a plurality of wiveswives in any
case lawful undunderertheerthothe gospel

neither is it a plurality of wives any-
where markedremarked among the blemishes of the
patriarchs davids sandsaudsaudsaua store of them
he had are termed by the prophet gods
gift to him yea a plurality of wives was
made in some cases a duty by moses law
when any died without issue his brother
or nearest kinsman was to marry his wife
for rasingraisingI1 up ieedseed to him and all were
obliged to obey this under the hazard of
infamy if they refused it neither is there
any exceptions made for such as were
married from whence I1 may faithfully
conclude that what god made necessary in
some cases to any degree can in no case be
sinful in itself since god is holy in all his
ways

but it Is now to be examined ifftif it is for-
bidden by the gospel A simple and ex-
press discharge of a plurality of wives is
nowhere to be found

I1 it I1maetruem true our lord discharges divorces
except in the case ofor adultery adding that
whosoever puts away his wife upon any
other account commits adultery so st
luke and st matthew in one place have I1itt
oPcommitsor adultery against her so st
mark has it or causes her to commit
adultery so st matthew in another place

but says an objector ifftif it be adultery
then to take another woman after ananuunjust
divorce it will follow that the wife has hatthat
right over the husbands body that hohe must
touch no other

this is indeed plausible and it is all
that cancair be brought from the rewnewNew testa-
ment which seems convincing yetyot it will
not be found of weight

for it is to be consideredco thatisthat fourour lord
had been to antiquaantiquateto the plurality of
wives it being so deeply rooted in the men
of that age conbonconfirmedfirmed by such fashions and
unquestioned precedents and riveted by so
long a practice he must have done it plain-
ly and authoritatively and not in such an
involved manner as to be sought out of his
words by the search of logic

neither arearo these dark words made more
clear by any of the apostles in their writ-
ings words are to be carried no further
than the designdeign upon which they were
written will lead them totd so that olourofour lord
being in that place to strikestrikeoutout divorce so
explicitly we must not by a consequence
condemn a plurality ptt wives sincesincel it
seems not to have fallen withwithinInthethe scope ol01
what our lord does there disapprove

therefore to conclude this short answer
wherein many things are hinted which
might have been enlarged intha volume I1
see nothing BOso strong against a pluralpluralityiky of
wives as to balance the great and visible
imminent hazards that hang over so many
thousands itif it bebi not allowed

rev martin madan a relative of the poet
cowper and an accomplished scholar was
chaplain of the lock HhospitalOs italitai in london
during the latteriatterlatter part oiof I1thetho0 centarcenturyYby his thetha first chapel for I1thea

the unfortunate eftiminmatesates of that hos-
pital was builtbulit and then perhaps foricenorfor the
first time in the history of england the
gospel was preached northeforthenorfor the special behofistbenefit
of fallenfailen women thetha sympathiesathiesalthies of their
benevolent chaplain were so deeply enlisted
in their behalf that he published a book
upon the subject in 1780 entitled
thoraAo or a treatise on female ruin in itscauses effects consequences prevention
andaud remedy 11 which remedy he discoversdisco vers
to be polygamy and which he discusses in
a very thoroughthorough manner inid three octavo
volumesvoiKolunies I1 submit copious extracts from
this learned work which in addition to
beingleing directly in point in the discusdiscussionnonAon
before us illustrate the earnestness andnd
sincerity of the author in his efforts to ben-
efit the condition of fallen women and to
prevent thorunn of others

the best and fairest andana indeed the
only way to getgot at the truth on this as on
every occasion where religion is concerned
is to lay aside prejudicerejudice from whateverquarter it mayilnay be ddereved and ietlet thebible speak for itself then we shallshail eeesee
that more than one wife withstandnotwithstandingnot
the seventh commandment was allowedalloweiniing
by god hihimselfi iseff who however othersmight take it must infallibly know hisown mind be perfectly acquaintedacquaintbd withhis owowna will and thoroughly understandhis own law if he did not intend to
allow a plurality of wives but to prevent
and condemn it either by the seventh
commandment or by some other law how
is it possiblee that hoile should makmakea laws for
its regulation any more than he should

make laws for the regulation of theft or
murder how is it conceivable that he
should give the least countenance to it or
so express his approbation as even to work
miracles in support of it eorforForthethe making
a woman fruitful who was naturally bar-
ren must have been the effect of superna-
tural power I1iiolieI1 a blessed and in a dis-
tinguished manmannerlerier owned the issue and
declared it to all intents and
purposes if this be not allowance what
is

As to the first namely his making
laws for the regulation of polygamy let
uaus consider what is written in exodus axi
10 if behe i c the husband take him
another wife not in so doing that he sins
against the seventh commandment re-
corded in the preceding chapter butbat her
food her raiment cii e of the first wife
and her duty of marriage he shall not di-
minish here god positively forbids a
neglect much more the divorcing or put-
ting away of the first wifewifel but charges no
sin in taking thetho second

secondly when jacob married bach-
el she was barren and so continued for
many years but god did not leave this as
a punishment upon her for marrying a
manmaa who had another wife it is saidgenesis axx 22 that god rememberedremembered
rachel and god hearkened unto her and
opened her womb and she conceived and
barobare a son and said god hath taken away
my reproach surely this passage ofscripture ought to afford a complete ans-
wer to those who bring the words of the
marriage bond as cited by christ matthewsix 5 they twain shall be one flesh to
prove polygamy sinful and should lead us
to construe them as by this instance andmany others the lawgiver himself ap-
pears to have done that is to say where a
woman nobnot betrothed to another man
unites herselfherself in personal knowledge with
the man other choice let that mansmaws situa-
tion bewhambe what it may they twain shall be
one flesh how otherwise do we find
such a woman as rachel united to jacob
who had a wife then livinglivinIT praying to god
forfbi a blessing on her intercourse withjacob and god hearkening to her open-
ing her womb removing her barrenness
and thus by miracle taking away her re-
proach weme also find the offspring legiti-
mate and inheritors of the landofland of canaan

a plain proofproof thatthai joseph and benjamin
were no bastardsastards or bomborn out of lawful
marriage

seeasee a like palpable instance of gods
miraculous blessing on polygamy in the
case of hannah samuel I1 and I1ii these
instances serve also to prove that in gods
account the second marriage is jujusts t as
valid as the first and as obligatory andthat our making it less so is contradictory
to the divine wisdom

thirdly god blessed and owned the
issue how eminently this was the case
with regard to joseph see genesis laix
222622 26 to samuel see I1 samuel liiili 15 itwas expressly commanded thalthatthat a bastard
or son ofa woman that was with child by
whorewhoredomdorndoin should not enter into the con-
gregationgregation of the lord even to his tenth
generation deuteronomyDuteronomy xiii 2 but we
find samuelsimuel the offspring of polygamy
ministering to the lord in the tabernacleat shiloh even in his very childhood
clothed with a linen ephod before eli thepriest see this whole history 1 samuel i
andana iiil who then can doubt of sam-
uels legitimacy and consequently of gods
allowance of and blessing on poly-gamy if such second marriage was inamygodsads account nulland void as a sin against
the oriorloriginalgidal law ofmarriamarniamarriagegp or the seventh
commandment or any other law of god
no mark oflof legitimacy could have been
found on the issue forfon a null andancl voidmarriage ia tantamount to no marriage at
alland if no marriage no legitimacy of
uhethe can possibly be instead of such
a blessing as hannah obtained we should
have found her and herhen husband elkanah
charged with adultery dragged forth and
stoned to death for awso was adultery3 to be
punished ailall this furnishes us with a
poniporielusive proof thattie haingmoremone thanone wife with which a manainan cohabited wasnot adultery in the sight of god or inother words that it never was reckonedbyuy him any sin against the seventh com-
mandmentmandment or the original marriamarriage0 ininsti-tution

a tI1
or any other law whatever

fourthly but there is a passage
deuteronomyDuteronomy axi 15 which is express to

the point and amounts to a demonstration
of gods allowallowanceaneanci e of plurality of wivesifa man have two wives one beloved and
another hated and they have borne himchilchiichildrendiendlen both the beloved and the hatedand if the first born be hers that was hatedthen it shall be when he mabeth his sons
to inherit that which he hath that he may
not make the son of the beloved first born
before the son of the hastedthated which is in-
deed the first born by lyinggivings him a
double portion of all that ha hath for he
is the beginning of hinsis strength and theright of the first born is his on the foot-
ing of this laithelaw thathe marriage oforboth women
is equally lawtlawslawalawfalltillilill god calls them both
wives1 e and he cannot be nilmistakenstakennii if hecalls them so they certainly were so ifthe second wife bore the first son that son
was to inherit before a son born afterwards
of the first wife here thetho issue is ex-
pressly deemed legitimate and inheritable
to the double portion of the first born
which could not be if the second marriage
were not deemed as lawful and valid aaas
the flfirstrat

fifthly to say that a pluralspluralityalty of wives
is sinful iais to make god the author of sin


