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roman Catholics but they were the

people of god governed by divine lawjaw and
were commanded to be polygamists not
merely suffered to be so but actually com-
manded to be

there aroare some latter day saints who0yeperhapschaps havohave not searched these things
as they ought hence we occasionallyoccasionoccasionallyallali find
some who will say that god suffered thesehese
thinthinsthingss to be I1 will go further and say
that he commanded them and he pro-
nounced a curse to which all the people
hadbad to say amen if they did not fulfillfulfil the
commandment

coming down to the days of the prophets
we find that they were polygamistspoly prophetsaalsoaisoso to
the days of the kings of israel whom god
appointed himself and approbated and
blessed this was especially the case withone of them named david who the lordsaid wasavas a man after his own heart david
was called when yet a youth to reign over
the whole twelve tribes of israel but saul
the reigning king of asiisraelaelaei persecuted him
andland sought to take away his life david
fled from city to city throughout all the
coasts of judea in order to get beyond the
reathreach of the relentless persecutions of saul
while thus fleeing the lord was with him
hearing his prayers answering hisbis peti-
tions giving him line upon line precept
upon precept permitting him to look into
the arimgrimandand and receive cevela
eions which enabled him to escape from
his enemies

in addition to all these blessings that god
bestowed upon him in his youth before behe
was exalted to the throne the lord gave
him eight wiveswaveswives and after exalting himjilin to
the throne iinstead of denouncing himbim for
having manymany wives and pronouncing him
7orthyworthy of furfourteenteen or twenty one years of
imprisonment the lord was with illshis ser-
vant david and thinking he hadbad not wives
enough he gave to him all the wives of his
master saul in addition to the eight he had
previously givengiyen him was the lordnord to be
considered a criminal and worthy of being
tried in a court of justice and sent to prison
for thus increasing the polygarnic relations
of david no certainly not it was in ac-
cordancecorclordance with his ownwu righteous laws and
he was with his servant david the king
and blessed him by and by when david
transgressed not iuin taking other wives
but in taking the wife of another man the
anger of thetho lord was kindled against h imin
and he chastenedchasteneychastened him ondand took away allailalithethe
blessings heile had given him allail thetho wives
david had received from the hand of god
were taken from him why because behe
had committed adultery here then is a
great distinction between adultadulteryerv and
pluralityluraiurality of wives one brings houorandandgessingblessing to those who engage in it the other
degradation and death

after david had repented with all his
heart of his crime with the wife of uriah
haho notwithstanding the number of wives
he had previously taken took bathsheba
legally and by that legal marriage solo
monmen was born the child born of her unto
david begotten ilillegallylegall being a bastard
displeased the lord aaaaffand hee struck it with
death but with Solsoisolomon a legal issue from
the same woman the lord was so pleased
that he ordainordainedod solomon and set him on
the throne of his father david this showsholys
the difference between the two classes of
posterity the one begotten illegallyillegall the
other in the order of marriamarriagee ifsisif solomon
had been a bastard as thithiss piousI1 generagenerationtiontiOU
would have us suppose instead of being
blessed of the lord and raised to the throne
of his father he would have been banished
from the congregation of israel and his
seed after him dorfor ten gonegenerationsrations but
notwithstanding that hebe was so highly
blessed and honored of the lord theretherewaswas
room for him to transgress and fall and in
the end he did so for a long time the
lord blessed solomon but eventually behe
violated which the lord had given
forbidding israel to take wives from the
idolatrous nations and somesome of these wives
succeeded in turning his heart from the
lord and induced him to worship the
heathen gods and the lord was angry with
him and as it is recorded in the book of
mormon considered the acts of solomon
an abomination in his sisightht

letuslotusletlot us now come to ibiethe record in the
book ofor mormon when the lord led forth
lehi and nephi and ishmael and his two
sons and five daughters out of the land of
jerusalem to the land of america the
males and females were about equalequa1 in
number there weretere nephi sam laman
and lemuel the four sons of lehi and
zoram brought out of jerusalem how
many daughtersaau aters of ishmael were unmar-
ried just nivefive would it have been just
under these circumstancesto ordain plural-
ity among them no why because
the males and females were equal in num-
ber and they werewore all under the guidance
of the almighty hence it would have been
unjust and thothe lord gave a revelation
the only one on record I1 believe in which
a command was ever given to any branch
of israel to be confined to the
system in this case the lord through
his servant lehi kavecavegave a command thatthab
they should have buebus one wife thefordthe lord
had a perfect right to vary his commands
in filisthis respect according to circumstances
aaa he did in others usas recorded in the
bible there we inalnafindind that the domestic
relations were governed according to the
mind and will ofi god and were varied ac-
cordingeordinsding to circumstances as he thought0proper

by and by after the death some
of ilishis posterity began to dieredisregardardara the
strict law tlthati at god had given to their fathefutherfitherr

I1 I1

and took more wives than one and the
lord put them in mind through his ser-
vant jacob one of the sons of lehibehl of this
law and told them that they were trans-
gressing it and then referred to david and
lomoncolomonJo as having committed
noneoncon in his sight the bible also tells us
that they sinned in the sight of god not in
taking wives legally but only in those they
took illegally in doing which they brought
wrath and condemnation urmon their heads

but because the lord dealt thus with the
small branch of the house of israel that
came to america under their peculiar cir-
cumstancescum stances there are those at the present
day who will appeal to this passage in the
book of mormon as something universally
applicable in regard to mans domestic rela-
tions the same god that commanded one
branch of the house of israel in america
to take but one wife when the numbers of
thothe two sexes were about equal gave a dif-
ferent command to the hosts of israel in
palestine but let us segsee the qualifying
clause given in the book of mormon on this
subject after having reminded the peo-
ple of the commandment delivered by lehi
in regard to monogamy the lord says I1 for
if I1 will raise up seed unto me I1 tayssays

willv li com-
mandm and my people otherwise they shall hear-
ken untoantu these things that is if I1 will
raise up seed among my people of the
house of israel according to the law that
exists among the tribes of israel I1 will give
them a commandment on the subject but
if I1 do not give this commandment they
dball hearken to the law which I1 give intounto
their father lehi that is the meaning of
the passage and this very passage goes to
prove that plurality was a princprincipleprincipiaipie god
did aapprove under circumstances when it
was authorized by him

in the early rise of this church febra
ary 1831 god gave a commandment to its
members recorded in the book of cove-
nants wherein he says thou lovolove
thy wife with all thy heart and sh altait cleave
unto her and to none else and then he
gives a strict law against adultery this
you have no doubt all read but let me
ask whether the lord had thothe privilege
and the right to vary from this lawlaxy it
was given in 1831 when the one wife system
alone prevailed among this people I1 will
tell you what the prophet joseph said in
relation to this matter in 1831 also in 1832 the
year in which the law commanding the
members of this church to cleave to one
wife only was given joseph was then liv-
ing in portage county in the town of
HiHiramaramatfc the house offatherFathe rJohnjohn johnson
joseph was very intimate with that family
and they were good people at that time
and enjoyed much of the spirit of the lord
in the forelore part of the year 18331832 joseph told
individuals then in the church that liehe had
inquired of the lord concerning the princi-
ple ol01 plurality of wives and he received
norfor answer that the principle of taking
moromore wives than one is a true principle
but the time had not yet come for it to be
practiced that was before the church was
two years old the lord has illshis own time
to do all things pertaining to his purposes
in the last dispensation his own time for
restoring all things that have been predicted
by the ancient prophets if they have pre-
dicted that the day would come when seyenseven
women would take hold of one man saying
isaowe will lateureat eurour own bread and wear our
own apparel only let us be called by thy
name to take away our reproach and
that in that day the branch of the lord
should be beautiful and glorious and the
fruits of the earth should be excellent and
comely the lord has the right to say when
that timeilme shall be

now supposing the members of this
church hahadSuT undertaken to vary from that
law givenen in 1831 to love their one wife
with all thetheir hearts and to cleave to none
other they would have comeleome under the
curse and condemnation of gods holy law
some twelve years after that time the rev-
elation on celestial marriagearriagoI was revealed
this is just republished at the deseret
NEWS office in a pamphlet entitled

answers to questions by president
george A smith and heretofore has been
published in pamphlet form and in the
millennial star and sent throughout the
length and breadth of our collcolicountry beinboinbeingboing
included in our works anand published inrenethetho of our enemies ghenthen cameamethethe
lords time for this holy and ennobling
principle to bobe practiced again among lesIEShis
ppeopleco lemiwe have not time to read the revelation
this afternoon suffice it to say that godgud re-
vealed the principle through his servant
JosephInljoseph in 1843 it was known by many in-
dividualsdividuals while the church was yet in
illinois audand though it kasnotwas not then printed
it was a faifatfamiliarniliar thinthinglhing through all the
streets of Natinauvoo and indeed throughout
all hancock county did I1 hear about it
I1 verily did did my brethren of the

know about i they certainly dididd
were there any fenifemalesaes who knew about
it there certainlycertainty werewrew re fonsonefor sinesone received
atlethe revelation and enteul r i into the practice
of the principle some tai y
it not printeprinteddandand anadink iiii xii to0o the peo-
ple generally atit wasat waicik importanceimportaneeanre
I1 replyfrealy by akinasking anoche quequestiontion whywily
did not tilethe revellrovellalioti ii ntylleuti book off doc-
trine and covenant v nieine to us in print
years before theytiley hudiu wilywils were they
hutshut up in josjosiljosephsjoslili A ubbo edd yearyearsi and
years without belabeia still rearehee it to10 bfbe printed
and sent broadbroadcastcast lliethe land
because the ardlra had llishis own timelime again
to his purposes and ilehe suffer-
ed tilethe revelations to be priti leilel just when
hohe saw propeproperr 1heae did nutnot suffer the

I1

revelation on the great american war to be
published until sometime after it was given
yoso in regard to the revelation on plurality
it was only a short time after josephs
death that we published it having a copy
thereof but what became of the original
an apapostate0state destroyed it you have heard
her name that same woman in destroying
the original thought she hadbad destdestroyed the
revelation from the face of the earth she
was embittered against joseph her hus-
band and at times fought against him with
all her heart and then again she would break
down in her feelings and humble herself
before god and call upon his holy name
and would then lead foith ladies and place
their hands in the hands of joseph and
they were married to him according to the
law of god that same woman has brought
up her children to believe that no such
thing as plurality of wives existed in the
days of joseph and has instilled the bitter-
est principles of apostasyapostacy into their minds
to fight against the church that has come
to these mountains accordiaccordingrigtig to the predic-
tions of joseph

in the year 1844 before his death a large
company was organisedorganizedsed to come and search
out a location westorwesterwest of the rocky moun-
tains we have been fulfilling and carry-
ing out his predictions in coming here and
since our arrival rhethe course pursued by
this woman shows what apostates can do
and how wicked they can become inhi their
hearts when they apostatize from the
truth they can come out and swear before
god and the heavens that such and such
things never existed when they know as
well as they know they exist themselves
that they are i weaningwearing falsely why do
thethey do this because they have no fear ofaffgod before their eyes because they have
apostatized from the truth because they
have taken it upon themselves to destroy
the revelations of the most high and to
banish them from the face of the earth and
the spirit of god withdraws from themwe have comecomo horohero to these mountains and
have continued to practice the principle of
celestial marriageI1 from the day the revela-
tion was given until the present time and
we are a people and a great
people comparatively speaking consider-
ing the difficult circumstances under which
we came to this land

let us speak for a few moments upon
another point connected with this subject
that is the reason why god has established
polygamymy under the present circumstances
among this people if all the inhabitants
of the earth at the present time were
righteous before god and both males and
females were faithful in keeping his com-
mandmentsmand ments and the numbers otof thothe sexes
of a marriageable age were exactly equal
there would be no necessity for any such
institution every righteous manmaa could
have his wife and there would be no

of females but what are the facts in
relation to this matter since old pagan
rome and greece worshipworshippersworshippers of idols
passed a law confining a man to one wife
there has been a great surplus of females
who have had no possible chance of getting
married you may think this a strange
statement but it is a fact that those nations
were the founders of what is termed mo-
nogamynogatny allxii other nations with few ex-
ceptions had followed the scriptural planpian of
havinhavingg moremoronore wives than one these na-
tions however were very powerful and
when christianity came to them especially
the roman nation it had to bow to their
mandates and customs hence the christians
gradually adopted the monogamyliceieic system
the consequence was that a great many
marriageable ladies of those days and of
all generations from that time to the pre-
sent have not had the privilege ofhusbands
as the one wife system has been establishedestablished
by law among the nations descended from
the great roman empire namely the
nations of modern europe and the ameri-
can states this law of monogamy or the

system laid the foundation for
prostitution and the evils and diseases of
the most revolting nature and character
under which modern christendom groans
for as god has implantimplantedod for a wise pur-
pose

ur
certain feelings in the breasts ofof fe-

males as well as finalesmalesmaies the gratification of
which is necessary to health and happi-
ness t and which cancaa only be accomplished
legitimately in the mared state myriads
of those who havohave been deprived of the
privilege of entering that statet rather than
be deprived of the gratification of those
feelings altogether have in despair given
way to wickedness and licentiousness
hence the whoredoms and prostitution
among the nations of the earth where the
lothermother of harlots I1 has her seat
when the relireilreligiouslousious reformers came out

some two or threethree centuries ago they neneg-
lected to reform the marriage system a
subject demanding their urgent attention
but leaving these reformers and their do-
ingsin let us come down to our own titimesmes
aandSsee whether as has been often said by
many the numbers of the sexes are equal
and let us take as a basis for our investiga-
tions on this part of our subject the cen-
suses taken by several of the states in the
american union

many will tell usu that the number of
males and the number of females born areartjust about equal and because they araso it
is not reasonable to suppose that god ever
intended the nations to practice plupiuplurality of
wives let merue say a few words onigatthat
supposing wowe should admit for the sake ofor
gumenarguienar that the sexes are born in equal
numbers does that prove that the same
equality exists when they come to a mar-

i 6dzedgee Bby no means there may
A

be about equal numbers born but what do
the statistics of our country show in regard
to the deaths do as many females as
males die during the first year of thelregtheir ex-
istence ifyou go to the published statis-
tics hougoyou will ninfinfinafind almost without excep-
tion that in every state a greater number
of males die the first year of their existence
than females the same holds good from
one year to five years from five years to
ten from ten to fifteen and from fifteen
to twenty this shows that the number of
females is greatly inin excess of the males
when they come to a marriageable age letus elucidate still further in proof of the
position here assumed let us take for
instance the census of the state of penn-
sylvania in thothe year 1860 and we shall find
that therethare were more females than
milesmalesmies between the age of twenty and thirty
years which may strictly be termed
a marriageable age says one probably
the great war made that difference no
this was before the war now let us go to
the statistics of the state ofnew york be-
fore the war and we find according to the
official tablestab lesofof the census taken in 1860 that
there were more females than males in
that one state between the ages of 200 and
thirty years a marriageable age recollect
now let us gogotosototo the state of massachusetts
and look at the statistics there Inthein the year
1865 there were more females than
males between the age of twenty and thirty
wowe mimight go on from state to state and
then to the census taken by the united
states and a vast would be shown
of females over males ofa marriageable age
what is to be done with them I1 will tell
you what pennsylvania massachusetts and
new york say they saybay virtuallyvirtuvirtuallyallali 11 we
will pass a law eopao strict that if thesee fe-
males underundertaketak0 to marry a man who has
another wife both they and the men they
marry shall bebe subject to a term of imvris
onienta in the penitentiary indeed
then what are you going to do with these
hundreds of thousands of femafemaleslesofof a mar-
riageable age we are going to make
them either old maids or prostitutes and
we would a lettlalittle rather have them prosti-
tutes then we men would have no need to
marry that is the the conclusion many
of these marriageable males between twen-
ty and thirty years of age have come to
theywill not marry because the laws of the
land have a tendency to make prostitutes
and they can purchase all the animal grati-
ficationfi they desire without being bound to
any woman hence many of them havohava
mmistresses by whom they laisolaise children
and when they get tired of them turn bothietget
mother and chilehllchildrenren into the street with
nothing to support them the law allowing
them to do so because the women are not
wives thus the poor creatures are
plunged into the depths of misery wretch-
edness and degradation because at
all risks they have followed the
instincts implanted within them by
their creator and not hayinghaving the
opportunity to do BOso legally have done so
unlawfully there are hundreds and thous-
ands of females in this boasted land of
liberty through the narrow contracted
bigoted state laws preventing them from
ever getting husbands that is what the
lord is fighting against wew alsaisalsoaiso0 are
fighting against it and for theth reestablishestablishre
ment of the biblebiblo religion and the celestial
or patriarchal order ofor marriage
it is no matter according to the consti-

tution whether we believe inin the patri-
archal partparti of the niblebibleI1 in the lyloISlo
or in the christian part whether we be-
lieve in one half two thirds or in the
whole of it that is nobodys busknessbusiness the
constitution never granted power to con-
gress to prescribe what part of the bible
any people should believe in or reject it
never intended any such thing

much more might be said but the con-
gregationgrgregationgatlon is large and a speaker of course
win weary though my voice is tolerably
good I1 feel weary in attempting to make a
congregation of from eight to ten thousand
people nearhear me I1 have tried to do so may
god bless youlyou and may hohe pour out his
spirit upon the rising generation among us
and upon the missionaries who are about
to be sent to the united states and else-
where that the greatgreal principles political
religious and domestic that god has or-
dained and established may be made
known to all people

in this land of liberty in religious wor-
ship let us boldly proclaim our rights to
believe in and practice any bible precept
command or doctrine whether in the old
or new testament whether relating to
ceremonies ordinances domestic relations
or anything else not incompatible with the
rights of others and the great revelationsrevelation3

of almighty god manifested in ancient anandd
modern times amen

I1 HAVE in my possession the following ani
JJL malsmair

one pale redbed 3 year omold STEER some white
on forehead branded jyJ vonon left hip
on right andanisni swiawsswallowillow fork on let ear

one brindle helfer 3 years old branded CO00
on left hip in left ear bush ortallof talitall
white

if the aboteabove animals are nat claimed within
20 days they will brb sold atnt public auction

JOSEPH EGBERTeayKaysTille city poundFoundkeeper
oct 0o im


