
THETHE DESERETD WEEKLYW

truth and liberty

no 10 SALT CITY UTAH FEBRUARY 20 1897 vorVOL UVLIV

DISCOURSE

IMideliveredvered at the weber stake confer-
ence ogden monday jan

1897 by

PRESIDENT GEORGEFORGE Q CANNON

BY ARTHUR WINTER

these reports to which we have
listened made by brother ballantyne
abdsd brother wright representing the
sanday schools and the mutual improve

associations of the stake areanglyexceedingly interesting because upon

aksu access of these organizations their
wacoinfluencece and that which they accod
puah depends to a very great extent the

46etere of this people and of0 the church
I1 oath think of the remarkable results

the ofthat have attended organization
1

theS sunday schools as well as the
mutual improvement associations

condition we would havewhat a
hadbad the brethren not beenbeen inmprkj to 0organizear

sunday schoolsisi it
hit ol01oved a most timely organization

ap
occupiedaed the field to the ex-

clusion
and has occue

be gaidot those sectariancausion it may
organizations and influences which
wouldidd have been brought to bear upon
the iatter day saints there was a
bishop of the Eepiscopal church whoh0orthis visitingorthis diocese visitingwas48 V 0 taitoee bishop
newrew yyorkork and it came to my knowledge

circle where he was onethat in the
eywaringaging he stated that brigham young

shrewd man and a very capa-
ble

aWkaaaa very cag
manmaja but he did not know the inmaluu

ebee cw education he was not aware of
how potent0teat education was ininformingforming a

f said there was a mostpepoodleope anandd be
excellent opportunity0 in utah to start
schools Vmany of the young people
he added manifestfest a great eagerness

knowledge and educationto acquire
can raise the funds andandadd if we

eataestablishblish schools there we will do a
great work in converting the mormonscormonsMormonsfathis no use to attempt to convert the
adults but by furnishing the children
facilities for receiving education we can
accomplish quite a work there act-
ing upon that idea schools were start-
ed4e0 in some places in salesah lake city for
instance and some of the children of
the latter day saints attended them
therhe result was that in every instance

that has come to my knowledge the
pupos at those schools imbibed false
ideasdias concerning rereligion1 igdon and became
aliens to the faith of their parents I1
do not know that they ever had much
jawfaith but if thethey did have they lost it
and if they Vdid not have it they never
obtained it but had other ideas instilled
jaanio their minds you can see the re
suits now in the families of those who in
their eagerness torfor education were care
I1leakascul tdtotnethe medium through which

education should be obtained now the
catholics have large edifices in salt lake
city I1 suppose you have one here and
the episcopaliansEpiscopalians and other denomina-
tions have established educational in-
stitutions in the midst of the people and
teachers have been sent by the different
denominations torfor the purpose of in-
doctrinating the children of the latter
day saints with their views but
through the organization of the sunday
schools a great field was occupied that
was very tempting to people otof this
character and through this organization
they were discouraged from attempting
to organize sunday schools I1 believe
there have been some attempts made
but they have not resulted in anything
that has been very noticeable and the
field is now well occupied by our own
Ppeopleeople and oui schools are improving
and they are gathering in as they should
do all the children in many places
there are young people apappointedpointed to go
and labor with children who do not at-
tend the schools to induce them to
come to school and I1 think myself that
this is an excellent thing to do we
have many very rude boys in some of
our settlements and perhaps rude girls
if all these could be induced to go to
sunday school it would have a teatendencydency
to soften their manners and teach them
properproperdedeportment and good behavior
i think it is an important duty devolv-
ing upon sunday school teachers to
teach their children good manners and
to give them the training which they
may not in every instance receive at
home our children need instruction olof
this kind for in many places there isa
great deal of neglect upon this point
and children are allowed to grow up in
a manner that is not very creditable to
their parents nor to the community I1
am very thankfulthank tul that there are so many
children in the sunday schools and I1
am thankful also that the sunday schools
are becoming so efficient of course
as the sunday schools grow so will the
mutual improvement associations grow
and I1 think there is likely to be a more
thuthoroughrough and efficient organization of
the mutual improvement associations
from this time forward than there has
been because some of our leading
brethren are taking great interest in
these associations and they feel the
necessity of adopting methods that shall
be more thorough than those that have
heretofore been in vogue

my brethren and sisters I1 think it is
of the utmost importance that we should
pay attention to this question of the
proper training of children I1 feel deeply
impressed myself with its importance
I1 hearbear as no doubt you all do of
families who have been a long time in
the church and you ask about their
children and in some instances it is

really painful to learnleam that the children
are not growing up in the faith of the
gospel that the young men and the
young women especially the young wo-
men marry out of the church and that
the young men grow up without faith
in the gospel I1 do not know anything
scarcely that I1 hear that gives me great-
er pain than to hear this because the
parents of this church have made great
sacrifices in many instances for the
truth they love the truth and they
have shown their love for the truth bby
that which they have done and to think
that their children should grow up with-
out faith in the gospel and careless and
indifferent concerning it isquite sadden-
ing and much of this is due to us as
parents it is true that satan is in the
world and his power is felt by all and
even with the best of care we have no
guarantee that all our children will be
faithful to the truth and grow up vreefree
from wrongdoing there is no guaran-
tee of this kind but we are assured
from experience and by the word of the
lord that parents who take proper
painsdains with their children wilkwill have their
rewardbeward in the improveded condition of the
children and in their preservation
sinsin

I1 feel that this is something that should
address itself to all of us it should come
home to every parent there has been
a disposition in the church I1 have some-
times thought so at least to have a large
faifamilynily men were proud of the number
of children that they had but some
seemed to be careless as to the qualityqualify
of their children they went in for
quantity more than they did for quality
1 have often remarked that one isaac
was better than a great crowd of sons
who were untrue to the lord and who
did not live so as to receive his bless
ings isaac is the progenitor of a won-
derful race of people and through his
faithfulness blessings are felt by us who
are here today they have come down
to us from him and from his father and
from hisbis son jacob from whom sprang
the twelve tribes of israel it is better
to have a worthy faithful son well cared
for well brought up well trained than
to have any number that grow up with
out proper knowledge and without pro-
per care I1 feel that this is important
IRfor the women of this church it is a
trite saying and it is proved by all his-
tory that the women have the forming
of the characters of the children toato a
very great extent it is often said that
there is scarcely a greatman to be found
who did not have a great mother that
is a mother of good qualities and who
took care in rearing her children I1
have noticed in my experience that
where girls are indifferent about whom
they marry and with whom they associ-
ate it is very frequently traceable to the


