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LEGENDS ABOUT BIRDS

THEY WERE SUPPOSED TO BE FAVOR-

ITES WITH THE GODS

from remote antiquity much myste-
rious lore hasbaa existed onOB the subjectsi of
birds and or the sci-
ence of divination by birds has still
nany credulous bellebelieversera the feath-
ery denizens of the air were asupposed
to teim favorites with the godseods having
always some subtle connection with
the shadowy region beyond andt bere
forefare endowed with unusual prescience
concerning the powers of nature

the gods of heathendomheathendom were fre-
quently transformed into birds and
classical authors abound in instances
of ordinary mortals condemned to ex-
ist in bird shape for periods of greater
or less duration in lore agni
often appeared as a falcon or ebaelegle
zeus or jupiter became an bagieagle to
seduce the boung and a
swan in order to make love to leftleda
king arthur the early british hero
was said popular tradition trans-
formed into a raven in irish loretheloretbe
children of lir were transformed into
swans to wander for centuries

many of the ancient gods and god-
desses have as attributes bertain ones
of the feathery tribe the eagle was
the bird of jove the peacock thetae
gooseone0 and the cuckoo belonged toaoario 9 the owl symbol of meditation
to athens while apollo also claimed
tie goose to mars was dedicated thetee
woodpeckerpecker to venus the sparrow
andd ddoveave theitle woodpecker is

MASSY I1 whoho tailedfailed to reciprocate
vercarcesaces I1love0ve and was metamorphosed
in consequence muchmach popular lore
relates to this bird

savages had many legends about
birds usually in connection with
meteorological phenomena the hairhal
dab indiansindiana claim descent from the
crow toethe maya hero is rerep-
resented as a swallow and the owl is
a cultured hero of the TuTaparaguas of
california the aimaspimas say the eagle
caused the deluge

it is a very oldaid conception that the
soul passes to heaven in the form of a
bird and some say these souls flutterflatter
about us in bird shape the Powpowhatannatan
tribe would not touch wood birds re
gardine them as tthehe animated souls of
their dead chiefs and the indians near
st anthonys falls said the spirits of
dead warriors hovered aboutabort in the
shape of eagles

the durons thought that turtle
doves were the abodes of depdepartedarteo
souls and the AbiUAbitionesones claimed the
same for the redheadedred headedbeaded duck regard-
ing it as an omen of death to see
flying slowly overhead several south
american tribes entertained similar

many
reverencedreverenced cre-

ator crow and delawarekDela wares thought
their guardian spirit in eagle shape
hung over them and thatis it pleased
corn would be plentiful and the hunt-
ing

bunt-
ing successful but if it were angry
thunder and lightning would attend its
raragee the diver was sacred among the
duronsharns embodying the souls of the
dead the flatheadsFlatbeadsheads say the speckled
duck is a metamorphosed weeping la-
than

in-
dian wife the kailla indians say the
soul is carried to heaven by a bird but
a hawk that follows will catch it it it
is impeded by its sins the subwaysOJIbways
call the bridge evorever boica soul travel

the owl bridge this conception of
the bird as a soul is a common one
and in this shape the soul is frequently
figured in mediaevalmediamedievalveval prints as escaping
from the body

several birds are sacred ina popular
lore the swallow is one of these A
swedish tradition represents it u fly-
ing overever the cross during the laciauci
dixion of christ and crying avalasvala
svalaovals comfort its presence about
the house or barn is an auspicious
omen in most countries and it is un-
lucky to disturb its nest

A tradition similar to that given
of01 a

venerated all over europe swedish
legends say that it flew about the cross
saying ka kakal beldstrength-
en and it is therefore a bard of good
omen

there are three of the smaller birds
common to many countries which are
also regarded as sacred these are
the robin the wren and the cuckoo
lain scotland the robin is never molest-
ed for it is said to havehare a drop of
gods blood in it 0

A breton tradition alleges that ththe
wren brought tireare from heaven but
lostlest a part of its plumage there Is a
popular legend that the littlebirdlittle bird
claimed the title of king of birds by a
contest with the eagle as to which
could mount the highest perched
uponuon the back of the larger bird the
11littleatle wren soared beyond its compet-
itor and won the title

the cuckoo bears a character in
popularlair lore much like that of the
wren it is more of a prophet how
ever

the dove is a well known emblem of
fidelity and gentleness As the sign of
incarnationinearnation and of immortality it hhas
always been sacred to christians

the eagle is the subject of much
popular lore

an old superstition declares that the
king of birds ascends into theabe fiery
regions about the sun once in ten
years and then plunges into the sea to
renew its youth

A popular idea dating from anzan
ty was that of the dying swan

whose sweet notes were heard only
just before its dissolution

the pelican was also the subject of a
curious tretraditionAltion she was said to
pierce her weastbreast to feed her young
and it was also asserted that young
pelicans were hatched dead and the

cock revived them by a drop of blood
from its breast

another equally ancient superstition
was that concerning the kingfisher
which brought good weather halcyonbal eyou
days while sitting on her eggs pliny
virgil and many other ancient authors
refer to this superstition globe
democratDeino crat

A CURIOUS SHOWER

THE HEAVENS OBSCURED BY PALFALLINGLING
APPLES

old marinersmarineroma recall an apple shower
near the wells street bridge that took
place almost thirty years ago and
which they say obscured the suns
rraysays for an murhour or more the stated
duration of this solar phenomenon Is
conjectural as no record was kept of0
the matter and an infirm memory only
reverts to it for the reason that it sug-
gests an exciting occurrence in the
early history of the chicago harbor

A great many Chicagoansold will re-
member the explosion of the propeller
globe and will dispute over the date
of Usits happening over the circum-
stance that it accounted for the mosthobt
astonishing appearance the river ever
presented up to that time there will be
no dispute whatever

the globe a sound seagoingsea going vessel
in the michigan fruit trade was being
unloaded near hateshales dock close to
wells street bridge it was in the
forenoon of a pleasant day in the au-
tum of 1860 A crowd otof curious peo-
ple were looking on at convenient dis-
tances torfor the propeller hadbad the
biggest cargo of apples that had been
brought to chicago for reanymany a ionlong
day she was allalt apples holdbold silland
deck laden piled in tier upon tier of
barrels suddenly there was a rush of
smoke the sizzle of escaping steam
then a thundering detonation as if all
the noise and tumult and dia of a
dozen fourths of july were concen-
trated into one mighty and ear split
ting confusion of sounsound the globes
boilers hadbad exploded and all thatthal re-
mained of tae craft was her hull
even this seen at first all
over everywhere the air was filled
with apples they shot up bushels of
them together and scattered right
and left thousandsthousanda of busibush-
els making a denser cloud
than the smoke from the wreck
the girair was black with apples and
what with the fruit ascendingasce and de-
scendingscIc by the carticartloadoad partial dark-
ness reigned then the smoke cleared
away and it is satesafe to10 say that never
since that time has there been seen so
many apples floating in the chicago
river the stream was literally choked
up the fruit was up
in thick layers and for minutes after-
wards down came a steady rainfall of
more apples the majority of them
it would appear were hurledburled upward
in a straight direction the force of the
explosion being so great that liIE was a
long time before they commenced the
downward trip they were dropped
bushels at a time and one of the big-
gest apple showers on record was
witnessed

for weeks after the small boy had a
picnic apple fishing in the river

considering everything the
sion wrought but little damage A
little girl named nolan wwa lilkilledlied a
son otof dick owen lialehale was rendered
insane through terror and a lewfew sus-
tained minor injuries and sore heads
from the tailingfalling apple were plentiful
enenough0 gh among 11thee first on wetue scene
weree ie cacaptainsbains john and redmond

le curiously enough cap-
tain john was on board the
first vessel that ever exploded in chi-
cago harbor the tug union and he
happened to be only a phort distance
away when the globe eapexpexplodedboded on
both occasions hebe escaped injury
chicago newsnetos

RULESEULES OF DEN new york
worldWorld edward davis colored was
the proprietor of a gambling den at the
corner of jay and west streets up to
yesterday when detectives handy and
junndunn broke upop his business and cap-
tured davis chips 6 packages of
cicardsards 2 roulette tables and the follow-
ing set of0 rulesruess for the government of
the den

1 no0 stranger will be admitted
2 no0 spitting on the stove
38 no money loaned from the till
4 no mans haudhand will be shot more

thenthan three times naand no man will be
allowed to hold the game after he is
broke he must get his stakes before
the pot can get to him

56 everything on the table goes
sitting allowed it you do not like the
way a man sheets you need not feed
him be must continue to shoot themth
same way that he starts off

6 when a man cannot get his money
he must pass and offof he comes

7 no gambling allowed in this room
8 no obscene or profane language

allowed
9 no loafing isin this room a man

knustinist get out and run around the block
torfor two hours when he is broke

10 please do not ask for tobacco
this is meanmeal but ask your friend

by order of EDWARD DAVIS
manager

justice smith held davis in bail
for trial

she howhew can you sit there smok-
ing henry when the garden is in such
a wretched condition he my dear
that is the silliest question you have
asked this summer my intense devo-
tion to the weed should explain the
matter to you

florida promises to become fta large
producer of opium

saybay said allalphaha my sonBOB is learn-
ingin to play the violin come around
this evening and hear him practice

what is hebe emplemployedeyed at during the
day asked omega he works in a
saw filing factory well I1 have an-
other engagement torfor this evening but
I1 will callall around at th factory to-
morrow and remain a lewfew minutes

THE WORSHIP OF JOSS t
DITINTERIORBRion OPOF A CHINESE CHURCH ilINN

NEW YORK CITY

there are two houses of worship
here in new york they are called
joss houses though what gave rise to
the word joss is not knownk own it is not
a chinese word andengliseis pre baly a birth
elat the pigeon english dialect the
word meaning god in chinese is quong
ceesay gong in the two joss housesdouses
as in every other one all over the
world he tois pictured as the central
point of attraction hangingbanging as the
picture does behind the altar it is
painted with more or less magnificence
and represents a man of ideal beautyI1
according to chinese standards in the
prime of life on either side of this
picture in all joss housesbouses hangbang por-
traits of the great powers of the uni-
verse one as the destructive repre-
sented by a hideous soldier armed to
the teeth the other is the ideal pro-
ductive woman bearing in her arms a
sack of gold and quantities of flour
and grain IIIinthethe two josikJOSH housesbouses in
new york theth central pictures are
about six feet by four in dimension and
artistically executed

AREABE maintained
to the maintenance of these joss

housesbouses all the wealthy chinese and
many of the poorer subscribe with
more or less liberality every one
will take a flyer toin fanfaa tan or a lottery
and pocket hisbis gains or losses without
scruple and no one is bound by occi-
dental notions of chantichastity they are
very pious and devoted inmenen according
to the tenets of their creed theyhey
officiate at the simple ceremoniescere onles
which obtain in these two temples
without pay unless the worshiper pro
tracts his devotions high priest aliah
moy said the other day A man can
say all the bragers hebe needs to say in a
minute if he prolongs the matter heB

is simply what you would call in en-
glish a pharisee and a hypocrite for
luxuries of this kind we make a charge
addaad so if a man remains before the
altar more than a minute he must pay
forforthathe privilege one minute costs
him nothing the second costs him
twenty five cents the third fita cents
andd the fourth 1 the men 2 and so
onan in regular ratio I1

what the worshiper does is interest-
ing although it is so brief entering
the joss house he distributes a quan-
tity of joss sticks which liehe has pur
chased outside there are six little
bowls of sand in which hebe sticks them 5

four are in front of the al tarone is un-
der a table in the corner and the sixth
is on a table or stone in another cor-
ner in each hebe puts six sticks or a
multiple of six according to the fer-
vency of hisbis religious notions six is
a sacred number among this people
the first bowl represents devotion
tuetae second the past of the worshiper
the third his future the fourth the

him and hisbis relatives and
trietirl idseods the one under the table goes
for luck and the last for hisbis domestic
relations having placed and ignited
these sticks he kneels upon the prayer
cloth which is spread before the altar
aud mere makes twelve ions

A translated
all this is done quickly as has been

stated but the ostentatious will re-
main i idling prayers from the books
of the Chinchineseeee classics bumping thetheirir
forcforeheadsheads on the ground and acting
the phariseea part the short prayer
that is said may be freely translated as
follows make me better make me
more courteous make me kinder
bless my parents and my grandparents
bless my childrencn ildren and my wife bless
my cocousinslasins my uncles my ancestors
Mmy7 country my servants and my
friends keep away from them any dis-
ease and give them all prosperprosperityalty
amen 11

the house itself or room deserves
description yet be
to give one that would carry the pic-
ture to the readers eye tinsel orna-
ments abound ornamentation is pro-
fuse but little or nothing olof real value
is to be seen the room is used not
exactly as a club house but as a pleas-
ant place of resortresart conversation

at cards and dominoesdomingesdom inoes
cometh bg torfor stakesstages go on without a
question andaad the general air of the
small crowd that may be found at any
hour olof the day or night within thewalls
is that of polity and social enjoyment
rather than that of what we western
people call religion

high priest ah koy said to a pretty
actress who visited his temple while
atudying new york you think that
tthis11 is is all irreverent and that we
soshould not pray and laugh and sing in
thete house of our god do you not
believe in children enjoy them-
selves wherever they are you should
not send them away from home to play
in a bar room we think thetha sarlesame
we are all the children of our god
and we enjoy ourourselvessolves in hisbas house
rather than go away

perhaps the most curious institution
in the joss house or temple is the
luck booksh called there are stand-
ing in froah the altar two vases in

I1 each of which are two or three bam-
boo leaves on each of these is in-
scribed the number of a page andaad verse
in the sacred book that liesilea on a table
near by the worshiper after paying
a small teefee will either shake the vase
himself or get the priest to do it until
one of these leaves tois shaken up on
top this tois picked out and the verse
looked up as it indicates the fortunes
of the devotee

destructive TO HEALTH

VARIOUS industrial PURSUITS WHICH
THE HEALTH OF

WORKING WOMEN 0

in considering the effects of indus-
trial life upon the health olof women it
would seem at first glance as though
they would be moradmore advantageousbous than
thosethese faich result brotyfrom a imelife of pleas
upeor of professional labor butibut I
tearfear that facts will hardly bear outaut such
a conclusion in the first place we
cannot exclude from the grand aggre-
gation of such pursuits those employ-
ments which are of themselves dan-
gerous ofbof character and necessnecessarilyartly
more or lessleap destructive such as
bleachers andandi straw hat manufactur-
ers where powerful acids are used and
lumes inhaled women are quite ex-
tensivelyten employed in these industries
and suffer keenly from irritation of the
bronchial mucous membrane later
from lung diseases which are destined
to become fatal large numbers of
women and children as wellwall are em-
ployed in tobacco manufactoriesmanu factories and
suffer much from the absorption of
nicotine a dangerous poison when
continuously inhaledInualed

women suffer keenly from the effects
of mercury lead and phosphorous ma-
terial used in the manufacture of many
articles with which thythey have to do
in the match factories where women
and children are largely employed the
dangerdanger is said to oe somewhat less-
enedene through the substitution of red
for white phosphorus women who
work where lead is employed suffer
more proportionately than men in that
their absorptive powers are greater
and their powers of resistance less
than those of men artificial flower
workers are much affected by arsenical
and other poisonous coloring materi-
als and come to be affected by a spe-
cies of paralysis itif work is continued
alterafter the early symptoms become pro-
nouncednoun ced there is little hope of recov-
ery makers of feather decorations
become averyvery seriously affected the
eyes weaken more or 1lessss general
weakness prevails and the daugs are
soon seriously affected about three
years is the full extent that this class
of workers can follow their calling
because of the inhalation of a pepeculiarcullar
dust which handling sets free andd from
absorption of the poisonous materials
used in curling the feathers

women engaged in porcelain and
pottery manufactoriesmanumaun factories are afflicted with
asthma and a constantly recurring
cough or influenza they become
papalele weak flabby and when mothers
thetheirir offspring are sickly and serafscrof-
ulous and early fall victims to
butic affections at times dying off in
large numbers inia the course oiof a few
months what of the saleswoman and
the shop girl we all realize to the
full the effect upon health through
standing behind the counter it is
needless to dilate upon it and the
shop girl we scarcely need inquire
long hours of unhealthful employment
in unhealthful localities
able and uncongenial hours all tell
upon her physically wdand mentally ex-
posurespo unsuitable food insufficient
and unhealthful dressing and a gener-
al disregard for anything connected
with the preservation of healthare we
mustmast remember the usual conditiconditionsous
entering into the life of this class of
workers aznaanna D french M DZ in
woman

SPIRIT communication
A COMPACT TRATTHAT FAILED TO AFFORD

A satisfactory TEST

NEW YORK july 29 courtlandt
palmer and stephen pearl andrews
had an aagreementgrbement that the one who
died first wwasas itif bleto communi-
cate from thetee spirit land with the sur
divor A year was to be for
the phenomenon to take place and in
casease it did not the conclusion was to
be that the theoryof spiritualistic in-
tercoursetercourse was false andrews was a
spiritualist palmer was an unbeliev-
ing investigator he and andrews
who was commonly called the pant
arch together founded the collo-
quium a society otof philosophers of
diverse views to meet for discussions
that was the original of the nineteenth
century club of which palmer was pres-
ident and chief financial susau talner
the two men were anxious to settle
the matter while at least one lived
whether the spirits ofef the dead com-
municatedmunica ted with the living so
they made the agreement des-
cribed each memorized a sentence
and this was it feasible to be sent
by the one who died to the one who

elt lived through some medium
hundredsrundsetundressreds of miles away nobody else
was to know the words andrews
died last autumn and palmer although
without faith waited for thepromised
message it did not come the pan
tarch was frequently represented as
speaking through various mediums
here and there but hebe did not men-
tion palmer or the compact not long
before CourtIlcourtlandtLudt Palmers death he
talked with several friends about tile

promse by stephen pearl
andrews and declared that if the ex-
pirationpi aaionration orof the year did not bringr the
prooff to the contrary he should set
downawn spiritualism as ia sure deludelusiontalan
As he died before the end of the year
and without so far as known dis-
closing the test sentence to anybody
thisthin attempt by two of the nineteenth
century club men to ascertain the
truth as to spiritualism comes to
nothing rockybooty mountain
news

FFLEA

CURIOUS FACTS ABOUT THE LITTLE
TORMENT

let us put our flea under the micro-scope it seems to be clothed insin sort
of armor formed of brown overlap-
ping plates that are so exceedingly
tough as to be almost indestructible
its headbead is small and very thin and it
has a single eye upon each side the
eye is black and the rays of light
scintillate wittily it like sparks of fire
budget managed to look through twoone
of these eyes and found that it dimin-
ished objects in size while it multiplied
them in number a man appearing luit
an army of fairies and the flame of a
candle becoming a thousand tiny stars
promfrom the shape of its bead and for
other reasons the flea is supposed to
uusee only one eye at a time the offen-
sivealve weapon of the flea is composed of
two piercers audand a tongue when it
feeds it stands erect thrusting itu
sucker into the flesh andaad it will eat
without intermission until disturbed
torfor it voids as lastfast as it swallows its
food it is interesting to put several
in a glass and giving them a piece of
raw meat see them all standing on
their hind legs to suck up its juices

their manner of breathing is18 stillsteil
undetermined but it is thought
most probable that they receive
air into their bodies through small
holes at the end of the

the legs of a flea are marvels of
strength and elasticity they are
joined to the body by lonlongg tendons
that act like wire springs inID making
its leap which it is said can cover
times its own length the the
leg up close to toethe body and then
throws it out with great force beuthe
impulse proceeds from the ficatalist joint
alone the others only increasing it by
their stretch while the leap tois bein
made

fleas are possessedaed of great
strength douffetttt tells of a mechanic
who made a wdgold chain as long as his
finger that a ileaflea dradraggedged after him and
a golden chariot which he drew also
bingley writes of a watch-
maker in taeme strand whowb had auan
ivory four wheeled chaise with a
coachman on its box drawn by a flea
the same man afterafterwardwaed made a car-
riage with six horses a coachman
four personspersona inside two footmen be-
hind and a pos tillon on one of the
horses all of which was drawn by a
single flea lauriellaLat riella mentions a flea
chicwhichli dragged a silver cannon of
twenty tourlour times its own weight
mounted onOB wheels and showed nuno
fear when it was charged with guugan

bowder and fired off renehene says thatsowderge
e saw three fleas drawing a tiny om-

nibus that a pair drew a chariot buttand
that a drass cannon was drawn by a
single one

fleas are quarrelsome and great
fighters when several are confined in
a glass they will stand on their hindbind
legs striking at their opponents with
the others and roll over dudand over each
other losing legs and antenantennaeuw and at
last giving up their lives in the fight
there is a record of a flea which lived
ten days after such an encounter with
no attentiveatteatt three plates of hisbis side
broken in one eye gone and with only
tourfour legs and these cutcat off to the first
joints

fleas are supposed to feel a great
antipathy to wormwood and other
bitter gerbs and inia england the
country people have a habit of placing
these about their cottages for the pur-
pose of banishing the lively little
pests

STARTLim HIM city
newspapers have more trouble lain
traintrainingng country correspondents not
to send in trivial news than in urgingr
them to send lain more than they do
oneatone of the newspapers of this town
however has a correspondent whom
nothing startles the managing editor
tells the following about him there
came a ri at thetea
editor axelredanswered it was the corres-
pondent at bumpvilleBump ville

hello laIs that the office
yes

Is well say jones is dead good-
by 91

hold on I1 who was jones what
did he die ofoi

killed himself goodbygood by 11

hold on hold on what did he
kill himself for

murdered his wife and three chil O
dren goodbygood by it

llyl11111 1 press8

CRITICS OF THE PRESS newspaper
reporter would you be willing to let
weme have the fullfall text of your graduat-
ing essay on american journaltem

sweet girl graduate I1 will give it
to guyou gladly I1 want you to be sure
anand print all I1 say about the pettinessoss
weakness absolute idiocy otof the press
in devoting so much valuable space to
meremare social events and wearisomeisome
sillysill long drawn out descriptions qtof
ladlesladies toilets

1 I will print it all by the way I1
wisa you would write me out a des-
criptionclcrip tion of your graduation dress as I1
want tote print it

oh 9 with pleasure and please dont
forget to send me fifty copies of your
paper omaha world


