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LEGENDS ABOUT BIRDS.

THEY WERE SUPPOSED TO BE FAVOR-
ITES WITH THE GODS.

From remote zotiquity moch myste-
rlous lore has existed on the snbject of
birds, and ornithomancy, or the sci-
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cock revived them by a drop of blood
from its breast. .
Another equslly ancient snperstition
wad thot concerning ihe Kiogflsher,
whiet brought good westher (balcyon
deys) while sitting on her egzs. Pliny,
Virpil and many otser noclent anthors
refer lo this superstition.—Globe-

ence of divination by birds, has still | Democrat.

many credulous believers. The feath-
ery denizens of the air were supposed’
1o e, favorites with the rods, haviog
always some snbtle connection with
the shadowy region beyord, and,there~
fore, endowed with unusus] prescience
concerning the powers of natire.

The gods of hesthendom were f{re-|
quently transformed into birds, and
classical authors abound in instances
of erdinary mortals condemnped to ex-
ist in bird shape for periods of greater
or less daratton. In Vedaic lore, Agni
often appeared 25 4 itlecon or esgle,
Zeus or Jupiter became an eaxle to
seduce the young Ganymede, and 8
swan {n order to make love to Leda.
King Artbor, the early British hero,
was, said popular tradition, trans-
foruled into a raven. ILno Irish lore,the |
children of Lir were transiormed into
awans, to wander for centaries. .

Many of the anclent gods and god-
desses have &8 attributes vertaln ones
of the feathery tribe. The eiple was
the bird ot Jove; the peacock, the

gose ahd the cuckoo belonged to
@%e; the owl, synfbol of meditation,
o Athens; while Apolle also clajmed

the goose. To Mara was dedicated the
woodpecker; to Venus the sparrow’
.and dove, The woodpecker is Picus,
agoothsayer, who failed to reclprocate
Circe’s love, and wag metamorphosed
in consequence, Much popular lore
relates to this bird.

Bavages had many legends about
birds, usuall{ in copnection witk
meteorological phenomena. The Mai-
dah Inodizps ciaim descent frOm the

A CURIOUS SHOWER.

THE BEAVEN-S ORSCURF.D BY FALLING

AFPFPLES,

Old meriners recall an apple shower
near the Wells Street bridge that took
place almost thlrt{) yeers ago, and
which, they say, obscured the sun's
rays for an hooror more. The stated
duration of this solar phenomenon 18
conjectural, 88 no record was Eept of
the matter, and an {nflrm memory only
reverts to it for the resson that it sug-
gests an exciting occurrence in the
carty hlstory of the Chicago harbor.

A great many old (Chicagoans will re-
member the explosion of the propeller
tlobe, nnd will dispute over the date
of {18 bhappening. Over the circum-
stance that it accounted for the most
aflonishine appearance the river ever
presented up to that time there will be
no digpnte whatever,

The Globe, a sound, sea-golong vessel
in the Mlchfzan!ruit trade, was being
unloaded near Hale's dock, close to
Wella Street bridge. It was in the
forenoon of a pleasant dayin the au-
tum of 1860. A crowd ol curioua pec-
ple were looking on at convenient dis-
tapces, for . the propelier had 1the
bjggest cargo of apples that had been
hrought to Cnlca{;o ior meanya jong
day. She was all apples, hold and
decl: laden, piled in tier upon tier of
barrels. Suddenly there was a rush of
smoke, the sizzle of escaplog steam,

crow, Votan, the Maya hero, is rep-
regented as 4 swullow, and the owl 1a
a cultured hero of the Tuparaguas of
Calitornia, The Plmas say the eagie
caused the deluee.

It is a very old conception that the
sonl passes to heaven in the form of & !
bird, and some suy these souls fiutter
abont us in bird shape. The Powtatan
tribe weuld not touch wood birds, re
garding them as the animated souls of
their dead chiefs, and the Indlans near
8St, Anthony's Falls, sajd the splrits of
dead warriors hovered about in the
shape of eagles.

Toe Hurons thouszht that tortle
doves ware the abodes of departed
sonls, and the Abitlones claimed the
same for the red-headed duck, resard-
ing it a8 ap omen of death to see it
flying slowly overhead. Several South
American tribes entertained almiar
ideas concerning many birds.

Thalinkeets.reverenced Yehr,the cre-
ator crow, and Delawares thought
thelr guardlan spirit, in eagle shape,
hong over them, and that,if 1t pleased,
corn would be plentiful, and toe hunt-

.ing successful, but if it were angry,
thunder and lightning wonld attend s
rage. The diver was sacred among the
Huorons, embodyiag the souls of the
dead. The Flatheads suy the speckled
dock is a metamorphosed Weeping In-
dlan wife. Thé Kailla Indians say the .
sonl is carried to beaven by a bird; but
a hawk that follows will catch it if it
is impeded by its sins. The Ojibways
call the bridge ever woich soul¥travel
*the owl bridge.”” This conception of
the bird a8 a soul i8 & common one,
und in this shape the soul is frequently
tignred in medueval prints as escaping
{from the body.

Beveral birds are sacred in popular

lore. The awallow is one of these. A
Swed!sh tradition represents it fly-
ing over the cross doring the €ruci-

fixion of Christ, aod crying ‘*Svalal
svala'' (comfort). Its presence about
the honse or barn i3 an auspiciouns
omen in most:countries, and it 18 un-
lucky to disturb its nest.-

A #radition similar to that given
above !s related of the stork, a bird
venerated all over Europe. Swedish
legends say that it flew about tife cross
saying, “‘Styrkal styrkal™ (strength-
-en), And it is therefore a bird of good
omen,

There are three of the smaller birds
common to many cohotries, which are
also regarded as sacred., These are
the robip, the wren and the cackoo,
In Scotland the robin js never molest-
_ed, for it is sald to have a drop of
God’s blood 1n it.

A Breton tradition alleges that the
wren’ brought fire from heaven, but
lost a part of its plumage, There is a
popular legend that the little? bird
clalmed the titie of king of birds by a
contest with the eagle as to whlch
counld mount the highest. Perched
upon the back of the larger bird, the
little wren soared beyond, Its compet-
{tor and wen the title.

The c¢nckoo bears & character im
popular lore much like that of the
wren, It i3 more of a prophet, bow»
ever. :

The dove is a well-known emblem of
fidelity and gentleness. As the slgn of
inearnution ahd of immortality it has
always been sacred to Christiana.

The eagle 15 the subject of much
populsar lore,

An old superstition declares that the
klni: of birds ascends into the flery
reglons abeut the sum once in ten
years, and then plunges into the sea to
. Yenew its youth.

A popular ides, dating from an-:
1iquity, was that of the dying swap,
whose sweet notes were heard only
just before its dissolution.

'Fhe pellcan was also the subject of a
curious tradition. She was said to
plerce her breast to feed her yeung;
and it wes also asserted that young
pelicana were hatched dead, and the

then a thundering detonatien, as if all
the nojse snd tumult and din of a
dozen Fonrths of July were concen-
truted 10to one mighty and ear-split-
ting confusion of sound. The Giobe's
botlers iad exploded, and all thas re-
mained of tie craft was her hull.
Even this wasn't seen st tirst. All
over, everywhere, the air was fllled
with apples. They shot np, bushels of
them together, and scattered right

and left thousands of bush-
els, making a  deoser ‘cloud
than the smoke {rom the wreck.

The alrwss black with apples, and
what swith the frolt ascending and de-
scending by the caruoad, partial dark-
ness reigned. Then the smoke cleared
away, and it is safe to say that never
sioce that tlme bas there been seen BO
many apples floating in the Chicago
river. The stream waa literally choked
up with the fruit, which was piled up
in thick layers, and for minutes after~
wards down came a steady roinfall of
more apples. The majority of them
it would sppear were hurled upward
in a straight direction, the force of the
explosion belng Ao grest that it was 2
long time before they commenced the
downward trlp. They were dropped
bngbelp at s time and one of the hig-
gest apple showers on record wias
witnessed.

For weeks after the small boy hads
picnic apple-fishiog o the river.

Copsidering everyihing the «xplo-
sfon wrought but little domage. A
little girl-named Nolag wai killed, a
son of Dick Owen Hule was rendegeut
insane threugh terror, and s few sus-
tajned minor injuries and sors heads
from the falliog spples were plentital
enough. , Among the first on the #cene
wele Captains Jobhn and Redmond
Prindiville. Curiousiy enough Cap-
tain John Prindivlile was on board the
first vessel that ever exploded in Chi-
cago harbor-—the tug Union—and he
happened to be only a phott distance
away when the Giobe-exploded. On
both occaslons he escaped injury,—
Chicago News.

RoLEs oF THE DenN.—New York
 World: Edward Davis, colored, was
the proprietor of a gambling den at the
corner of Jay and West streets up to
ir)esterday when Detectlves Handy and

unn broke up his business and cap-
tured Davis, 500 chips, ¢ packages of
cards, 2 roulette tables and the follow-
iog set of rules for the government of
the den;

1. No strapger will be admitted,

2. No spitting on the svove.

3. No money loaned from the ill,

4. No man’s hand will be shot more
than three times sbd no man will be
allowed to hold the game after he is
broke, He must get his stakes before
the pot can get to him,

-8, verfthlnv on the table goes.
Sitting allowed. 1f you do not like the
way & man sheots yon need not feed
bim; he must continne to shoot the
same way that he starts off, -

6. When a man cannot get his money
be mnst pass, and off he comes. .

1. No gamb'ling allowed io this room.

8. No Obscene or profane language
allowed,

¢, Noloaflog in this roomj; a man
“must get ont and ron aronod the block
for two honrs when he is broke,

10, Please do not ask for tobacco.
Thia is mean. But ask your friend.

By orderof EDpwARD Davis,

Manager,

Justice Smlith held Davis in $300 bail

for trial,

-

She—How can you sit there smok-
ing, Henry, when the garden is in such
a wretched condition? He—My dear,
that is the silliest qunestion you have
asked thix summer, My intense devo-
tion to the weed should explain the
matter to you,

THE WORSHIP QF JOSS, ¥,

INTERIOR OF A CHINESE CHURCH IX
NEW YORK CITY.

ihere in New Yeork. They are called
Joss houses, thongh what gave rise to
' the word Joss is not knpown. 1t is not
a Cninese word aud ia ?ﬁgba':ly a birth
ot the pigeon English ‘dizlect. The
word weaning God in Chinese is Quong
Hee Say Gong. In the two Joss houses
as in every other cne all uver the
world, he is pictored as the centra]
poiot of attraction, hanging, as the
picture does behipd the altar. It is
painted with more or less magnificence
and represents & man of ideal beauty,
according to Chinese standards, in the
prime of life. On either side of this
picture, in all Joss houses, hang por-
traits of the great powers of the uni-
verse, ope as the destructive, repre-
seated by & hideous soldier armed to
the teeth. The other is the ideal pro-
ductive woman, bearing in bher armsa
sack .0of zold and quantities of flour
aud grain., Ingthe two Joss housesin
New York the central pictures are
about six feet by four in dimension and
artistically executed.

HOW'TEHY ARE MAINTAINED,

To the majatenance of these Joss
houses all the wealthy Chlpese and
many of the poorer subgcribe with
more or less liberallty, Kvery one
will take a flyer in fan tan or a lottery
and pocket his gains or losses without
scruple, and no one i8 bound by Occl-
dental Botions of chastity., They are
very pious and devoted men,according
to the tenets of their creed. They
officiate at tbe simple ceremonles
which obtain in these two temples
without pay unless the worsbiper pro-
tracts his devotions. High Priest Ah
Moy sald the other day:, 'A msncan
3sy all the vrayers he needs Lo say in a
minnte, If he prolongs the metter he
is simply what you would call in Eu-
gilsh a Phaiisee and a hypocrite. For
loxuories of thia kind we make a charge,
and so if & man remains befere tbe
sitar more thap a minnte he must pay
for the privilege. One minute costs
bim wnothing, the second costs him
twenty-flve cents, the third fifty cents,
apd the fourth $(, the tlith $2, and so
on in regularratio.” L

What the worshiper does {8 interest-
ing, altbough it is so Lrief. Entering
the Joss bouse he distributes s quan-
tity of Joss sticks which be has pur
chased ontside, ‘There are dix little
bowls of sand in which he 8ticks them;
four are in front of the altar,one 8 un-
der a table in the corner, and the sixth
is on & table or stone {n another cor-
!per. Ineach he puts slx sticks, ors
muitiple of six according 10 the fer-
vency of his religious notions. 8Sixis
2 sacred oumbercamong this people.
The tirst bowl represents devotion;
tue sccond the pust of the worshiper,
the third his futnre; the fourth the

resenttor bim sod his relatives and

riends. The ope under tne Lable goes
“‘orluck. and the last lor iis domestic
| relutiops. Having placed and ignited
these sticks he kuecls upon the prayer
cloth, woich 18 spread before the altar,
uud toere makes twelve genuflexions.

A PRAYER THANSLATED.

All thir is done quickly, a3 has been

stated; but the ostenmiatious wlllre-
maib seciling prayers from the books
nf the Chinese classics, bumping their
foreneads on the ground and acting
| Lhe pharisec’s part. The ghort prayer
that i szl may be freeiy translated as
follows: "*Mike me better; mage me
|wors courteous; make me kinder;
bless my purentsand my grandparents;
bless my cbildten und my wife; bless
my cousiug, my uncles my aocestors,
my country, my servants and my
[ friends; keer away {rom them anydis-
‘ease and give them all prosperity,
Amen.”

The house itsel or room deserves
description, and yet it would be hard
to give one that wounld carry the ple-
ture to the reader’s eye. Tinsel orna-

fuse, but littie or nothing of real value
is to be seen, The room i8 used nok
exactly as a clnb house, but as a pleas-
ant place of resort. Conversation,
smokmF. games at cards snd dominoes,
something for stakes, go on withouta
question, and the general alr of the
ymall crowd that may be found at any
hour of the day or night within thewalls
is that of jolity apd social enjoyment
rather than that of what we western
peoFle call religion,

High Priest Mo{_said to a pretty
actress who visited his temple while
studying New York:. "Yon think that
this is all irreverent, and that we
should not pray and laugh and sing in
the houee of our God. Do you not
belfeve im echildren enjloy thern -
selves wheraver they are? You should
not send them away from home to play
in 8 bar room, We think the same.
We are all the children of our God,
and we enjoy ourselves In kis house
rather than go away.”’

Perheps the most curious institution
in the Joss house or temple is the
luck book,8c called. There are stand-
ing in front-pf the altar vwo vases, in
each of which are two or three bam-
boo leaves.. On each of these is in-
scrived the pumber of a fag and verse
in the sacred book that lies on a table
near by, The worghiper, after psyine
a small fee, wiil either shake the vase
himegeif or get the prieat to do it nntil
once of these leayes-is shaken up on
top. This is picked outand the verse
looked np, as it indicates the fortunes
of the devotee, ’

Florlda pr-omises to become a large
producer of opium,

L]

There are two houses of worshlp§

ments abound; orpamentation is pro-|
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I DESTRUCTIVE TO HEALTH.
\

VARIQUS INDUSTRIAL FURSUITS WIiICH
INJURE THE HEALTA OF

WORKING WOMEN. §

| In considering the efiects "ot lndus-
trial lite npon toe bealth of women, it
would seem &t firat glence, as though
they wonld be more advantageous than
those wiich result frow a life of pleas-
ure,lor of professional labor, but T
fear that facts will hardly bear ount such
a conclusion. In the firat place we
cannut exclude from the grand aggre-
gation of such pursuits those emgpioy-
ments which are of themselves dan-

more or less destructive—such as
bleachers and straw hat manufactir-
er3, where powerfnl acids are used and
tumes inhaled. Women are gquite ex-
tensively employed in these iudustries
! and so ffer keenly from irritation of the
bronehisl mucous mewmbrane; later
irom lung diseases, which are destined
to become fatal. [Aarge numbers of
women {(and ¢children as well) are em-
ployed in tobacco menufactories and
suffer moch from the absorption of
nicotine, a dangerons poisot when
continuously inaaled.

Women saffer Keenly from the effects
of mercury, lead snd phosphorous ma-
terial used io the manufacturs of many
articles with which thcy have to do.
In the match factories, where women
and children are largely employed, the
dapger is said te be somewhat less-
eped through the substitutlon of red
for white phosphorus. Women who
work where lead le employed suffer
more proportionately tban men, io that
their absorptive powers sre grealer
and their powers of resistance less
than those of men. Artificial flower
workers are much affected by arsenical
and other poisonous colering materi-
als, end come to be affected by a ape-
cies of paralysis. If work iscortinued
after the early symptums become pro-
nounced, there i3 little hope of ;recov-
ery. Makers of feather decofations
become *very seriously affected, the
eyes weaken, more or less meneral
weaknegs prevails, and thc luugsare
soon seriously affected. About three
years is the full extent that this class
of workers can follow their calling,
because of the 1nhalation of & peculiar
dnst which handling sets free and from
absorption of the poldonous materials
used in curling the feathers.

Women engaged mm porcelaln and
pottery manufactories are atllicted with
asthma and a censtantly recurring
congh or influepza. They become
pale, weak, fizbby, and, when mothers,
their offspring are sickly and scrof-
ulous, and early fall victims to scro-
botic affections; at times dying off in
jarge tumbers in the course o1 a few
mopths. What of the saleswoman and
the shop girl? We ail realize to the
full, the effect upon health throunch
standing behind the counter. It is
necdless to dilate upon 1t. And the
sbep girl? We scarcely need joquire.
Long honrs of unhealthful employment
in unhealthfnl. localities, nucomiort
able and uoconcenisl biours, all tell
upon her physically and mentaliy. Ex-
posures, upguitable food, insulliclent
and unhealthful dresslnf and 2 gener-
gl disregard for anything connected
with the preservation of health,ure,we
must remember, the uiza] conditions
entering into the life of this class of
wotkera,.—Anra D. French, M. D., in
Woman.

—
SPIRIT COMMUNICATION.

A COMTACT THRAT FAILED TO AFFORD
A SATISFACTORY TEAT.

New York, July 29. — Conrtlandt
Palmer and Stepben Pearl Andrews
hed an agreement that the one who,
died first was, if pogsible,to communi-:
cate from the spirit land with the sur-
vivor, A vesar wasto be allowed for
the phenomenon to take piace, and in
case it did not the conclnsion was to
pe that the theory oI spirituslistic in-
terconrse was false. Andrews wasa
gpirituatist. Palmer was an unbeliev-
ing itivestigator. e and Andrews,

arch,’”’ together founded the Collo-
3ninm, a soclety of philosophers of
iverae views, to meet for discnssiona.
That was the original of the nineteenth
century club of whichPalmer waa pres-
Ident and chief flnaccial sustainer.
The two men were anxions to settle
the matter while at least one lived
whether the splrits of the dead com-
‘mubicated with the liviog. So
they made the agreement des-
cribed. Each memolized b sentence
and this was, if feasible,. to be sent
by the one who died to the one who
Eet. lived, through some 1medium
undreds of miles away. Nobody clae
wass to know the words. Andrews
died last autnmn and Palmer, although
without falth, waited for the ‘Frommed
message. It didnotcome. The Pan-
tarch was freqnently represented as
speaking threugh varions wmediums
here and there, but he did net men-
tion Palmer or the compagt. Not long
before Courtlandt Palmer’s desth he
talked with several friends about the
unkept promlse by Stephen Pearl
Andrews and declared that if the ex-
piration of the year did not bring the

roof to the contrary he should set
gown spiritualism as 4 sure delosion.
As he died before the end of the year
snd without, so far as known, dis-
closing the test sentence to anybody,
this attempt by two of the Nineteemth
Century c¢lub men to sascertais the
truth as to spiritnalism comes to

-

gerous of character and necessarily!

who was commonly called **The Pant- | 2F,
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THEQBNOXIOUS FLE].

CURIOUS FACTS ABOUT THE
TORMENT.

LITTLE

Let us pot onr fles uoder the migro-
scope. I[r). seems to be clothed inasort
of armor formed ofybtown, overlsp.
ping plates that are so exceedingly
tough a3 o be alimost indestructible.
Its head Is swall and very thin, and it
has a single eye vpon each side. The
eye I8 Dblack, and the rays of lght
scintilate witbio it like spurks of ﬂie
Pudget managed to fook throvgh oue
of toese eyes and tound that 1t dimin-
ished objects 10 s1ze wblle 1t multiplied
' them in number, a map appesring in.it
an army of faities and toe tlame of u
cundie becowlng u thousand tiny stars.
From tke shape of its head and for
other reasons Lthe fea is su}i‘posed to
uge only one eye at u time. Toe offen-
sive weapon of the fles is composed of
two plercers and a tongue, hen it
feeds 1t stands erect, thrusting ity
sucker 1oto the flesh, spd it wili est
without intermission unatll disturbed,
for it voids as fast a3 it swallows its
food. It is ipteresting Lo put several
in a glass, apd ziviog them & piece of
raw meat, see them ail stunding on
their hind legs to suck up its julces.

Their manper of bresthing is still
undetermined, but it 1s thounght
most probable that they receive
air into their bodies throngh small
holes ot the end of the palpl.

The lecs of aiflez are marvels of
strength apd elasticity. They are
joinea to tbe body by long tendons
thut sct like wire springs. In making
{ts leap, which, it i3 said, can cover 20
times its own length, the fleaidraws the
leg up closeto toe body, and then
throws it out with great force; busthe
{mpulse proceeds from the fl.st joint
alone, the others only increasing it by
their stretch whlle the leap is belngz
made, ?

Fleas are posses3dzd of groeat
strength. MougHett teils of a mechanic
who made & vold cbain as long 43 his
linger that & flea drugyed after him, and
a zolden charlot, which he drew also.

Bingler- writes of i watch-
maker in thae Strend swhe had an
1IvOry, with a

four-wheeled chatse
coxchmzn on its bex, drawn By a flaa.
The sume man afterward made a car-
riage with six horses, a coachmay,
four persons inside, two footmen be-
hind, and a postilion on one of the
horses. all of wnich was drawn by a
aingie flea, Latriells, wentions a fles
which drarged a sllver capnon of
twenty-four times its own weigrht,
mounted om wheels, and showerd pu
fear when it wae charged wlth gun-
Eowder and fired off. liene says that

e saw Lhree flexs drawiog o tiny om-
nibusg; that a pair drew a chariot, aod
that 4 Drass cannon wag dinwn by o
single onc. .

Fleas are quarrelsome sand great
fighters. When several are conflned in
a glass they will atand on their hind
legs, atriking at thelr opponests with
the others, and roll over and over each
other, losing legs and anieon®, and at
last giving up their lives in the fizht.
There {8 & record of a fiea walch lived
ten days after such an enconnter with
no attepp:, three plates of s side
broken in, one eye gone, and with only
four legs, and these cut oif to the tirat
joints.

Fleas sre supposed to feel a #rest
antipathy to wormwood and other
bitter nerbs; and is Encland the
couutry people have a habit of placiog
these about their cottages for the pur-
pose of banishing the lively little
pesis.

CoULDN'T BTarRTLE HiM. —Cily
pewspapers have mere trouble In
training country colrespondents pot
to send in trivial newsthan in urging
them to zend im more than they do.
COnpe of the newspapers of thls town,
however, has a correspondent whom
nothing startles, The managing editor
tells the followlng about him: There
calDe & ring at the telephone which the
editor answered. It was the corres-
pondent at Bumpville.

‘'Hello! Is thatthe — oflice?’*

"Yes." .

“"'Vell, say Jones is dead. Goode

"Hold on! Who was Jones? What
did Be die of?""

“Killed himself. Geod-by.”

“Hold on; hold on. What did he
kill himselt for?**

siMurdered his wife and three chil-&
dren. Good-by.?!

11141 —Detroit Free Press.

CRITICS OF TEE PRESs,—Newapaper
Reporter—Would you be willlng to let
me have the fuli text of your gradnat-
ing essay on " American Jonrnalism,?*!

Sweet Girl Graduate—[ will give it
togou gladlfr. I want you to be sure
and print ail I say about the pettiness,
weakness, absolute idlocy ot the press
in devoting 50 much valuablé space 10
mere sgeial events and wearisome,
silly long drawn out descriptions el
ladles® toijlets,

“] will print it all. Bythewayl
wisd you wounld write me out & des-
cription of your gradnation dress, as I
ywant te print it.”

#(h, with pleasare; and please don't
forget to send me fifty copies of your
papern.'~—Omahg Worid.

—p—————

$'Say,'* said Alpha, "mé son is learn-
ing to play the violin, Come sronnd
this evening and hear him practice.'”
“What is he empleyed at during the
day?’ asked Omega. **He Works ibha
saw flling factory.” “Well, I have an-
other engagement for this evenlng, but

will call around atthe factory to-

nothing satisfectory.—Rocky Mountain |1
News.

morrow and remaln a few minutes.”



