
THE DESERET
his immediate release by general wil-
son in the afternoon of the day
after brother williams visit to the
prisoner and the prayer meeting at
night general wilson ordered theprisoner brought to his tent and the
guard to be for the present dismissed
he then told the prisoner that he felt
a strange indescribable interest ana
love for him wanted to know where hewaswas born how he came to be there
where his relatives were and many
more such items offered to adopt him
and make him one of the richest men
in missouri if he would accept a pass
and an escort to his own home or resi-
dence benjamin told the general
that he had father mother brothers
and sisters and would rather go to
them than anywhere else on earth the
general did not blame him for that
but seemed to love him all the more for
his affection and love of home said
he would fix a way by which he couldget home but he must do just as he
told him for the soldiers must not
know where he was or what had be-
come of him

this filled the prisoner with appre-
hensionshen for the safety of life if any
soldier should find him the general
then called his aide de camp and or-
dered him to write a pass torfor the
young man to go where he pleased
anu then instructed the aide to con-
duct him safely to any place in town
he wanted to go with a caution ththatat
no soldier should see them and that he
must leave the town before night
my fathers house was just out of sight
of other houses in the woods and there
the aide left him

titshis story was soon told what hthe
had done and must do immediately
he hurriedly partook of food mother
found him a few matches and with a
little corn bread he started through
the woods to far west distant 25
miles no blanket or extra article of
clothing was to be had in the same
suitquit of clothes in which he had sat
day and night for ten cold ststormyormy
november days he sallied out just be-
fore night to go as faxfar and fast as he
could from those that would kill him
on sight

at ten or eleven that night
he came to a house knocked and the
door was opened by a man who in-
quired what he wanted he said he
wanted a place to lie down and sleep
and rest he was cold and tired the
man pushed the door wide open and
told him to look in he saw no place
onoil the floor where he could evea standavery foot of space was covered with
zoenmen women and children in best
clothing and shape to pass the night

pilgrims fleeing from their homes
by order of governor boggs and seek-
ing a home beyond the mississippi

the man said there was another
house in the same timber a mile or
so further on where there would be
plenty of room the boy sadly and
ifslowlylowly wandered in the snowenow and cold
until he came to a house and on call-
ing found it to be the same one he
had left an hour or two before the
maninan who kept fires while the others
slept was moved with pity for the
young wanderer and showed him the
way to the next house where he was
made welcome but was too cold tired
and hungry to sleep much

at dawn he must march on facing a
severe wind keeping away from the
road across the bleak prairies most
of the day he traveled backward being
unable to face so fierce a wind in his
light clothing once in the night he
had tried to make a fire without suc-
cess and used up all his matches and
now in the day time the wind grew
more fierce and with only a small
piece of corn bread the whole day
hebe grew faint and a little after noon
he began to feel that he must perish
the cold was so intense the wind so
overefevere and the snow so deep he carfiecame

to a very low place in the prairie where
there was a piece of very tall grass
as if it were a swampy place in sum-
mer he wished for a match to set
that grass on fire so he could warm
himself with the wish he intuitive-
ly put his finger in his pocket to feel
for a match without a hope to find one
but to his surprise there was one with
which he started a fire on the grassgram
and thus got warmed to life and hope
and to this day he believes that match
saved his life

in all that day he traveled only
twelve miles but reached far west
where he found friends and relativesrelativeribut he must not stop long there mustget beyond missouri so he and arthur
miliken who was wounded at crooked
creek and was also under the ban put
their fortunes and misfortunes togeth-
er and started for fort lea-venworthvenworth indian territory which
they reached in safety afoot avoiding
all roads and settlements

in 1839 while my father and all hisfamily were sick in nauvoo benjamin
came to our house and became our
nurse for a short time but there were
so many sick in the settlement that
he went from house to house helping
the most needy and afflicted

in the midst of his good labors
among the sick he was prostrated with
chills and fever he had suffered with
that disease for a time when he re-
ceived a letter from some of his fam-ily at springfield ill saying that his
mother was very sick and advising
him to come as soon as possible as herrecovery was doubtful his mother
was the joy and stay of the family
and benjamin was ready to undertake
almost an impossibility to see his dear-
ly beloved parent once more his love
for her his faith and his will power
so far overcame the disease that he
prepared hastily for the journey of
over miles on horseback and at thelast farewell he went to the prophet
with a ten dollar bill all the money he
had from which he asked him to takeone dollar for his tithing joseph
made the change and laid in his hand
nine dollars instantly he struck thehand upward and scattered the money
over the floor that was one of hisacts of cheerfulness which he oftenindulged in with those he was familiarwith instead of going after themoney Benjami like another boyjumped right at joseph for a retali-ating scuffle forgetful of his weak
condition about the second exertionof his strength he nearly fainted
which reminded him that he was a
little more than a boy in the hands of
that mighty man for joseph was apowerful man physically as well as
mentally

when benjamin left the house
joseph went with him as far as thegate where they stopped for a formal
parting at which joseph placing his
hands upon his head poured out his
soul in blessings upon him one itemcan not be forgotten he said that god
should send with him an angel that
should keep him from destruction and
should never leave him it is sufficient
for me to add without going into de-
tails that on two occasions upon thatjourney he was saved from death in amanner that was evidence of the pres-
ence and interposition of that angel

from 1839 he was gone two and a
half years on an eastern mission andon his return settled at ramus or
macedonia and there became legalagent and business partner of theprophet joseph smith and as trustee
under him for macedonia to use his
name in deeds bonds and business
transactions in general

benjamin was a member of the
council of fifty organized by the proph-
et who married two of hishia sisters
astaa his plural wives after the death of
the prophet joseph hebe waswac called by

president brigham young
charge of the mansion housewhich he did until the vacavacatingnauvoo by the saints in 1846 HS

his endowments in the teiat nauvoo he came to utah iniliin willard richardsoRichardss compacompanypy
tied in the sixteenth ward saltcity was a member of the pro
government and of the first legJAlature assembledasem bled in utah as repdepredative from salt lake countycaptain of the first organized aanformed militia company in thetory he holds a full sized shsheep
with judge kinneyskidneysKin name altacchief justice of utah entitling
plead law in any court in thethbut he preferred the liftlifepioneer and colonist in all ttlterm implies and his home Ismesa city arizona
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battle creek michigan rearead a
before the philanthropic coaveconvent
session there upon the subjects17
we a dying race he said in pinotwithstanding our marvelinarveKna

of wealth and wlare certainly going down anpaytoward race extinction this ahoi
will doubtless appear in thedegree reckless and perhaps
in the face of the wellwelI1 known 1

the length of the average huhuu
has been doubled in the last tbut vital statistics aretrue measure of constitutionalconstitutionalsconstitutionalsthe race the true measurenumber of individuals per thouthomillion who attain great age

sanitariums pride themselihaving saved millions of livescredit claimed Is justly due
we must not see in th

increase in the average length
man life an indication ththatat by i

atlon of the same mimethodLthodlongevity may be indefinitely Sgreatly increased it is highsociety gave more serious attatthe great class of bankibank
herheredityeaity from wwhich spigreater share of crimes and
cranks lunatics fanatics andai
diesciles

the remedy to be found is
of private hygiene mdmust be given to thof the individual men anandimust be made to see that the palconditions of our modern cicivittsare unnatural and tend to thrioration of the vital powers aai

development of diseases so ibis
man regards his body as a attl
pleasure to be played upon WIS
strings can be made to respond
will he continue to travel dodowsof physical decadence and iffet
tion in spite of quarantine NO
the most minute sanitary regal

there ismach practical tr
foregoing the tendencies of
civilization are extremely dedeta
to health and longevity and a
ly becoming more so it isala H
a matter of serious doubt
medical science will be ablitable
with those tendencies with isuccess to maintain to say n
increasing the aresepresepresent aw
longevity private hyhygienee
bonal habits of diet worwork aoiure demand the confideconsiderationtimmember of modern civicivilianclety or the race must becobecome i

lived but by conforming tsto
laws perfectly the agage of man
made the age of a tree

C C thelan aged 50
bitted suicide saturday eve
ta ana cal by shooting I1
the head noH hhad ba in16


