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AN ABSURD STORY EXFPOSED.

Tag Denver Tribune, which has
published several fabrications about
the **“Mormons”and the Ules has ab

article in its issue of the 14ih inst.,
containiog & cock-and- buil story of
& pack Trala, loaded with rifles and
cariridges, said to have beeu seen
on Big Spring Creek, belween
Bear and BSonake Rivers; and the
inference is drawnp, without
any reason or basis for such a con-
clusion, that this war material was
farnished by the “*Mormons” for
the use of the hostiler,

Let us look at the story before
we say anything about the deduc-
tions therefrom. A reporter alleges
that he iauterviewed a man named
Ranker, from Rawlins, who says
he was told by some cattle men or
prospectors, he does not seerm to be
sure which, that some time during
the previous wdek they saw on Big
Spring Creek, between Eear and
Bnake Rivers, and directly west o’
the White River agency,a pack
traln of seventy burros with drivers
makiog their way duescuth, As
pack trains at this season are
rather uncommon, the men said
they examined the loads aod found
them to be nothing but rifles and
cartridges.

This is the yarn out of which all
this new sensation about collusion
of “Mormons” with the Utes is
manufactared. SBomebody says a
man told him that he heard a
number of persons eay that they
saw this pack traln,and that the at-
tendants in charge of these seventy
loads of war material being secret-
ly conveyed, allowed these cattle
men, or prospectors, or whatever
they were, to examine all the loads
80 carefully that they were able to
pronoanes them in the words ot
the alleged narrator, ‘‘rifles and
cartridges, only this and mnothing
more,”

They were traveling **due south”

and this, =0 says this wonderfal
story, ‘‘would indicate that Utan

had been- the starting point and
Grand River the objective point of
the animals,”” Now, let any one
examinea map of the Territories
and see if he can find any such
place ‘‘west of -the White River
agency;’”’ then tell us how any one
traveling from Utah ‘“due south’”
would reach Grand River; then
give & common sense reason for in-
ferring that a pack Lrain tiayeling
‘“‘dae south” frem Big SpringCreek
between Bear -and Nnake Rivers,
came from Utah or that its “‘objec-
tive point” was Graud River.

The reporter who spun that yarn
is evidently ignorant of the geo-
frnphy of the country in which he

ocated his pack train; he is doubt-
less the paternal progenitor of those
mules, and any one who can accept
hisstcry after investigating it,must
surely be one of his near relatives.

From this stupid story the Dan-
ver Tiibune draws a lot of equally
stupid deguections about the Maints
and the bostiles; mixing in its for-
mer untraths about Chief Qaray’s
statements of “Mormon” connec-
tion with theWhite River Utes,and
other papers. copying the article,
help to spread the folly to prejadice
the posople of Utah before the
country, and add fael to the flame
of falsehood lit up by the “(hris-
tlan” pulpit and fanned by the
*‘*Christian’’ preas.

Of such stuff are nearly all the
sensational reports about the “Mor-
mens” fashioned. Ociginating in
the brain of soms sectarian priest or
a reporter hard preassed for a taking
item, they are picked up and haud.
ed round and copied without
thought or ecare as to their genuine-
ness,and the whole eountry is led to
wonder why such things are allow-
ed to continue.

We warn respectable papers and
pereons against being deceived by
such misrepresentations, declare
that the people of Utah have st
‘least as much interest in the pro-
tection of the whites from Indisn
outbreaks, as any other peeple in
the land, and defy our biiterest
epemies to bring forward anythiug
but a malicious distortion of facts,
straight, nnscrupulous falsehood, or
the offspring of evil imaginatiou to
substantiate the absurd theory of
“‘Mormoes’ collusion with hostile
Indiane, against toe peaces and wel-
:are of the whites,
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providing for the qualification of

jurors, which is separate and dis-

THERE seems to be a great deal of | tinet frrom that defining the quali-

misunderstanding in regard to the
measure now before the Liegislative
Assembly for removing the political
disabilities of the women of Utah.
This misapprekension of the sub-
ject is chiefly caused by misrepre-
sentation, We prefer to believe
that the latter is the offspring of
ignorance rather than Lo atfribute
it to malice. A great hubbub is
being raised by a few lmpetuous
persons outside the Assembly, with
whom it would at present be waste
of time to argue. When they cool
down sufficiently to be able to see
clearly, reason may reaame 1is
SWAY.

We wish to offer some explana-
tions for the benefit of the publie,
that they wmay not be deceived 1n

relation to the merits or demerits
of the case. The bill now before
the House, subject ' to be taken up
fromm the table at its call, simply
provides that the word “‘male” be
stricken out from the statute de-
fining the qualincatious for veting
and bholding c¢flice, and for the iu-
sertion, in. the woman suffrage
act, of the words *aud hold offi ve,”
['he effect of all this, if the bil
should become a law, would be to
place it within the power of the
people, if they so desired, tv elect
women to office.

Now lei us consider this matter
reazonably, fairly and without pre-
Judice if possible, The Act coufer-
ring on women the elective frau-
chise is measurably inconsistent
with the statate from which it is
asked that the word *‘‘male” be
stricken out. For that statute
provides that none can vote or hold
office in this Territory but *““male
citizens of the United BStates,”
while the woman suffrage act says
that women may vole at any elec-
tion in the Territory. Why should
the half-repealed word ‘“male” be
still retained? Bolely to keep the
women, who are allowed to vote,
from holding any office whatever
under ghe law. Is this right? Does
not the right to hold office general-
ly ran parallel with the right to

vete? ls it just that men should
monapollzas aff chre hooors, emaola-

ments and privileges of office, and
leave none whatever to women? Is
it fair to put the ballot
into the hands of women and
say,‘‘you may vote for men but you
shall not vote for womern?” 'The
duties of citizenship for women,the
privileges, pay and perquisites for
men only!

Are there no offices in the gift of
the people which can be filled by
women efficiertly, with profit to
them and berefit to the communi-
ty? The offices of Enbgrossing
Clerk and Earolling Clerk in the
Utah House of Representatives
have been filled by ladies for sever-
al sessions. Yet thisis in opposi-
tion ta the law requiring all offices
to be filled by males only. These
positions are bona fide offices,made
80 by a law of Congress; the incum-
bents take the oath of office, ae
placed on the list of officers and
receive their pay like the male offi-
cers, INo one has ever complained
that the work was not performed
well and to the #atisfaction of those
principally concerned. We know
of a gentleman, who, in a place
outside of this county but in this
Territory, has been elected Tressu-
rer fer many terms successively,

ause the duties of the office have
een honestly aund etliciently
discharged. Yet to our know-
ledge his wife has done the
work, bandied the money,
kept a faithfal aceount and dis-
charged the duties of the coffice for
which the man gets the credit and
the pay. We have no objection to
this if they are both satisfied, as we
believe they are, But where would
be the wrong if the woman who
does the work should also get the
%ﬂm?ﬂ, honor und salary of the of-
Ce

fications for bolding office, also bars
women out of the jury box. Then
it is #aid, women are not fil for

judges, justices of the peace, con-

be the freest from prejudice, and
the last to oppose a measure simply
because it is an innovatioo.
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stables, sheriffs and similar ¢ffices. | TaE following from Pomercy’s

Very good; do not elect them
toe sach positions. No supporter
of the bill that we know
of desires that any woman should
be elected to ah office of that char-
acter. The object is merely to
throw down the obstacle in her
way to offices that she is fitted to
oceupy. Just that, and nothing
more.

““Bat if the bill becomes a law,
will not women be compelled to
accept certain offices?” Certainly
not. Neither is it necessary that a
woman be even neminated for any
office. “*Will not women, if they
are eliginle to office, be compelled
to pay poll tax, serve in the militia,
and do and perform other gfuen
duties only suitable for men?”
Liadies, if any one has told you
such nonsense, your informant was
attemptling ro degeive you; there is
not the slightest foundation in
truth for any such surmises, and
the fact that resort is had to falla-
cles of that kivd is proof that the
inventors of these alarms have no
valid argument to offer,

We thiak, from what we know of
those who support the proposition
to allow the people of Utah to elect
whom they please to office, and
this is all that the bill provides
Jor, are as strong
viction that ‘‘man is (or should
be) the head of the woman” as any
opponent of woman’s rights as a
citizen, No member of the House
has advocated the fitnessof woman
for a presidential, judicial or exe-
cative coffice, There are offices
within the Church, (we do not re
fer to priesthood) which she now
occupies with horor, but she is not
called to dictate man. Why should
woman net be legally eligible to
such offices as she can fitly fill in
the State—or Territory? We do
not believe that a rational, sound
answer can be given in the negs
tive,

It may beasked *why not desig-
nate the offices for which women
are adapted instead of leaving the
whole list open?” We might as
well ask why not designate the

afflces to whilckh oceriain olacsce of
men, who are unfit for the higher

and most important positions, may
be eligible? The answer is, the law
leaves the matter open, and the
good sense of the people or their
popular vote decides what men
shall ba called to fill the various offi-
ces in the gift of the people. Exact-
ly; and that isjust what is proposed
in the case of womien. I8 itan
more likely that the people, if they
had the power, would elect a wo-
man to the office of Probate Judge,
or Sheriffor Constable, than a man
totally unfitted for the position? If
the prople of Utah were allowed by
law to do as they wished in these
matters, is it to be supposed that
they would lose their natural rea-
son in consequence? The objections
arged about what the people might
do din this connection are a gross
reflectiorn upon their common sense,

Now it is not te be expeected that
reforms, however just and rational,
can be reached at a bound. Inpo-
vations are not judged generally on
their merita. Deep-rooted preja-
dice often interposes its broad and
rank Jleaves and hides the right
from the common vision. The
friends of this movement,male and
female, should, we .think, be con-
tented at present with a measure
approximating towards the unstint-
ed right. Let certain offices that no
one can reasonably deny to women
be made eligible to them by law,
and wait for time to give them full
juastice, in the abolition of invidious
legal distinctions.

And meanwhile let those who
are hostile to any measure of this
kind, exercise their right to oppose
with that sincerity, truth and hon-
or which should dignify the *“‘lords
of creatioen,’”” and be careful not to
overstep the bounds of fairness,

In Kansas and in Massachusetts, | justice and manly regard for the
women have the right to vote on |rights and reputation of those who

school matters, and with that the | differ with them.

For, it is_ certain

right to fill school offices under the | that misrepresentation will recoil,
law, one right running parallel |and those who resort to it will sig-
with the other. In Utah, although | nally fail in their object. We do

she has the right to vote for all offi-
cers in the Teriitory, she has no
right to be elected to any hersel(?
s this right, cousistent and egual ?

But the objection is rasised, 1f

women are eligible to
they will be compelled
on  juries, No esuch

Lfhe roland bill prevents this,

not offer these final reflections to
any member of tha Assembly; they
are intended only for those to whom
they will apply. We favor a free
expression of thought, respect the

office, | sincere otjections of an opponent,
to =it |aond accord to all the right of indi-
thing. | vidual opinion.

But we think that

of all people en the face of this fair

and the statute of this Territory learth, the Latter-day Saints should

in the con-.

| Democrat, so clearly and sharply

contrasts the ‘““Mormon” and the
Christian way with women that
we cannot forbear copying it into
our columns, although the article
may appear to some a little too
cauztic for as mild a paper as the
DESERET NEWS: i

Home very plous people, the
Presidential fraud at the head, are
conducting ap active campaign of
chin'against the Mormons. There
i= an anti-polygamy society in
Utah which has forwarded a memo-
rial to Congress demanding the
firlng out of Congressman Cannon,
now serving his fourth term. The
ground for this modest uest is
found io the fact that the said
Cavnon is a big gun among the
Mormons, an Apostle, in faet, with
four wives. These four wives are
given by name as follows:

First Wife—Elizabeth Hoaglind Cannon
whe has six childiren—four sons and two
daughtsre. _

Second Wife—Sarah  Jane Jennie, has
four sous and one daughter.

Third Wife—Elz3 Tinney; has two chil-
dren, boys. '

Fourth Wife—Martha Tilley; has five

child:eg, twin girls and three boys.
It ®'further charged agsinst Can-

non that he lives with these wives,
supports them, and provides for
the chiidren, 22 persons in all, ana
acknowledges them as his wives
and children everywhere These be
serious charges, George. First, that
yod should boldly acknowledge al)
of them; when the Gentile Chris-
tian eustom acknowledges but one
and keeps the others shady. BSe-
coud, and mainly, George, that you
ihunld have married them all]
when the Gentile Christian custom
eonfines the ceremony to one, and
provides for the others on the sly.
Third, that you sheuld have jac-
Enowledged the cor—the children,
and provided for them; when the
G :ntile rule is to swear them on
somebody else, or Bhave them
plumped into the nearest sewer at
birth. Fourth, that you sbould

brasornly sopport four wives: when

good Christian examples have so
often been eet to have but one and
let her support you. George, we're
afraid you’re a bad man, if you are
a member of Congress. You’ll con

taminate some of those fellows
about you, like Ellis, or Acklen. It
is grievous to think of your possible
contact with our Matt, or Bimou

Y | Cameron,and the many other truly

pious and virtuous men still left us
abeut the Capitol, There is only
one way out, George Q., and that is
to desert all of your wives but one
and disown all butone set of chil-
dren or go to the penitentiary like &
gentleman: Civilization demands
this, your pilous constituents de
mand it, Hayes demands it, Con
gressman Cannon, you, must un-
load or go off,

Local and Other ‘Matters

FROM FRIDAY'S DAILY, JANw. 23.

_ Good for Davis!—The petition o
the citizens of Davis County, ask-
ing that Antelope Island, in Great
sSalt Lake, and the waters interven-
ing between it and the western
boundary of that County, be an-
nexed te Davis County, has been
favorably reporied upon and the
enlargement will doubtless be
made. Teurists from Davis County
need then no longer spend thelr
summer months in Europe.

Look Out for Him!—A short time
since we eautioned the people o/
southern Utah against a man giv-
ing the name of Harris, hoping that
our cotemporaries in that region
would bave sufficient journalistic
courtesy to republish the warning.
This not being the case, we cap
only again notify the public there
and elsewhere that Harris is =a
fraud, and we have and will have
nothing todo with him. He is
dark complexioned, of medium
height, and is evidently consump-
tive., We learn that he has lately
been victimizing the people in
Beaver county, especially at Min-
eraville. Look out for him!—June
tion.

Accidentally Shot. — A Eyoung
man named William Jounes, of
Kaysville, was brought to the city'
yesterday afternoon, from Grass
Mountain, about 70 miles west of

Grantsville, where he had been
herding sheep. His right foot had
been shot through the instep, and
was bound in clothe. Inguiry eli-
cited the factthat on Tuesday,while
taking his gun out of his bed-
clothes , which were lying in a
wagon, the muzzle of the piece fell
vpon his foot, and the gun being
discharged in some unaccountable
manner, he received the wound
described. He did not seem to be
in much pain, and conversed quite
freely of the accident. While our
reporter was interviewing him, Dr,
J. M, Benedict, who had been sum-
moned, came up, and the patient
wWas funvayed to the Blsters’ Hos-
pita

Supreme Oourt.—Proceedings on
Friday, Jan. 23, 1880, all the Jus-
tices present and presiding:

Elizabeth Haundley respondent
ve, Erie M. Cast, appellant, from
Third District., An ex-parte mo-
tion by Z. Bnow, Esq., for respone
dent, to dismiss the appeal of this
cauke because the trapeeript was
not filed in the clerk’s office of this
court within the time required by
law, was submitted and taken un-
der advisement by the court.

Wells, Fargo & Co,, respondents,
ve. Bamuel Neslen, appeilant, from
Fhird District. A motion, in behslf
of the respondent, that this court
make additienal findings of fact in
this ciuse, was argued by J, G.
Sutherland in support thereof and

by J. C. Royle agaiust the
-ame, the lalter, however, pro-
testing that ¢this court  has

nojJurisdietion of this subject mat-
ter, and that objection of want of
jurisdiction was not raised by such
appearance and argument. The
wotion was submitted and taken
under advisement by the Court.

Paul Beuns, assignee, appellant
ve, M. Shaughnessy United States
Marshal, respondent, from 38 Dis-
trict; cause argued by R. K. Wil-
liams for appellant and by E. D.
Hoge for respondent, submitted
and taken under advisement,

On motion of R. Baskin, Esq., it
was ordered that the resolutions
adopted by the Sslt Lake bar on
the death of Msj. Hempstead and
published, be entered on the min-
utes of this Court. |

Court adjourned until Monday,
the 26th inst., at 10 a.m,

Bishops’' Meeting.—The meeting
of the Bizhops aud Ward cfficers,

‘ust evenivg, w. 8s wsusl, well
allended. Adler the customury

prelimsinaries, Bishop Edward
Huanoter arose and delivered a brief
all inted address on the paying
of tithing, showing the blessings
that would accrue from the faith-
ul observance of this . command-
ment, as well as the disadvantages
which wouald, in the end, result
irom robbing the Lord of his right~
(ul share of the temporal increase
uf his people. One-lenth was what
was required, and to freely offer
this should be esteemed a privilege
instead of a burden. He then re-
verted to the duties of the Bishops
in Zion. He knew thasy worked
nard, and got more blame, some-
timmes, than encouragement for so
doing. But God would reward
them eventually, for he always re-
warded according to men’s deeds,
President Taylor once said: “[f
men were to be rewarded for work,
the Bishops would get a preity
good reward.” But work was what
we were put here for, not play,
and the Saints would yet see more
of it., These were peaceable times
compared to those that were close
at hand. At one time it was only
Missouri against us; then Missouri
and [1linois; then those States and
the Government; but now it was
10 be America and Europe arrayed
against little Utab, and it would
soon be the whole world in si1ms
against the Church and Kingdom
of God. But our hearts need not
fall, for God was on our side, and
runld see us through triumphant-
ye
Counselor Jos. E. Taylor being
invited to spz2ak, made a few well
chosen remarks in his usual forei-
ble mapner. He first alluded to
the primary meeilings to be held
next Monday evening, and urged
all good men and honest wvoters to
attend them, as well as to be in-
terested in the coming election. He
then continued the subject of tith-
ing, from Bishop Hunter’s remarks.
[n early days it was the custom for
the bishop to sit as a judge ef whal
s man’s tithing should be, now it
was left more or less to the man
himself. There was a complainé
that many took advantage of this
freedom 10 eithar pay no tiching,
pay it irregularly, or not pay a fair
tenth of their increase, He ad-
vised the bishops to seek out sueh



