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GENERAL CONFERENCE.

The 8ixty-third Apnual Conterence
of the Church of Jesus Cbrist of
Latter'yay Saints convened io the
Taber nacte, Salt Lake City, A pril 4th,
1893, President Wilford Woodrufl

presiding. '
The following were oo the stand:

O! the Kirst Presidency — Willord
Woodrnft, George Q. Canoon and
Joseph F. 8mith; of the Quorum of the
A postles — Liorenzo Boow,

D. Rienards, Brigham
Frapcis M. Lywman, Jehn

Henry Smich, Qeorge Teasdale, Jopn
W. '{aylﬂr, ' Marriner W. Merrill,
Anthon H. Lund «ni Abraham H.
Cannon; latrisrch Joho sSmith; o
the Presuisney of the Hevenliey— J3ey-
mour B, Young, C. D. Fielated, John
I\ﬂun.:,a];{.I B, H. Roberts, QGeorge
Reynolds and Jonatuan G. Kimbalii;
of thue Presiding Bishoprie—Wililam
B. Prestou, Robert T, Burton and John
R, Winder. There werealso a jarge
pamber of Presidents ot Btakes and
other leading breturen (rom various
parts of Uiab pud adjacent states and
tefritories.

Tlser Moses Toatoher, of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, “vas
unable tv be préssnt ou usccount of
illpess. Etlder Heber J. Grant, also of
the Quurumof the Twelve, was absent
ol account of being detained in the
e i as very laryge

The congregatio W b
the great bnildiog beipg Hlled in
every art. 'There were probahly over
ten thousand people pressot.

Conlvrence wasa oalled to order by
Presivent Qeorge Q. Cannon,

The gtioir nud congregation sang:

Come let us anewhOEllI' jO:l;:lcy PuUrsne,

ith the .
gg‘d] ﬂ:gfﬂ:;’nd sullytul the Master appear.

Prayer was offered by Elder Franols
M. Lyman.

Blugiug by the cuolr aud cougrega-
tion:

Come, come ye Saints, no toil nor jaber fear,
But with joy wend your way.

Though hard to you ihis journcy may appesr
Grace will be as your day.

PRESIDENT WILFOBD WUODRUFF

8aid he lelt to thang G bia Heaven-
1y Falher tuat be had the privilege
tnis uay of standing 1o the mudst ul
such u vast couygregation iu the house
of lsrue). He also thauiked the 10,000
Latter-uay Balols whose prayers o
astendeu to the Liord in bis vebalt. By
tine power of Gou anu Ly their prayers
he btni been preserved uutil the
presect bour. Whoile he jiid vot {eej
capable uf apsweriug bDis owi thoughts
in reflectipy wpon the scen # turough
which the Latter-duy Saluls asu
peopic hud puesed in the years which
Wert caue, wtill be assured |his hearers
that his heart was full of bleseing and
thankiuli,ess towards i 8 brethren and
sivters, und sil men who had desired ty
do whut was right.

Thi» was s u»y¥ to which he had
lovked forward lor many yesre, sod
when he reflected upotn the hubdreus
and thousands of Elders of Isrsel, and
the Prophets and Aposties with whom
he hau been associated, many of whom
had slready passed 10 the other slde of
thejvail,he marveled at the work which

Twelve
Franklin
Young,

biad thus far been accomplished apd
that his own life had beea preserved so
long 1o the midat of this pwople,

As Latter-day Saints they had great
reason for rejoicing belore the Liord,
and their hearts should ve filled with
gratitnde and thanksgiving uuto the
Most High for the many blessings
vouchsafed unto them,

When be took 'a recroapect of their
position and 8 w what had been se-
ouvmpliished through Gou’s merey, by
this people, slnce toey arrived ip thesw
valleya on the 24th of Juiy, 1847, it
was (o bim.a marvel and a won:er,
Phough many oi their brethren—
Presiuent Brigham Yeang, who huau
led them here, aud others who were
formerly assogiated with them inm thie
great latter-day work, had passed away
—yel he belleved that lu the spiric
world today they were deeply 1nrer-
siled apd rejolels g 1o the work n
whileh the Latwer-day BSaints  were
enguaged on this ppecial vocasion,

They were expecting {continued
Preciucnt Woodrutl) by 1he biessing of
Gou to euter, ina few days hence, the
Tempde whieh had been reared nere in
the name of tbe Lore, by His people;
and be desired in the short time now
af igulspossl to bless every Luutter-day
Silpt frgm the hottom of bis heart for
what they had Jon® towards the
agbievement of this grend object. No
cali, he helieved, had ever been maye
upun any peopls Upon the fave of the
earth which had met wiin such a
bearty and wuoivereal reaponse us that
for mean® to finlsh the Bait Liake Tem-
ils, He felt to thank the Lord for the
apirit which bad bLeen manifested by
the Baints i this reapeot,

They haiu erected three temples he-
fore this one in these mountain valieys.
The Elders of Israel had labored un-
ceasingly to atiend to the ordinances o!
the house of God, both for theliviog
and the dead; because be Deed hardly
tell the Latter-day BSaints that these
buly temiples bad beeu erected for the
redemptlon of the dead ay well ns
blessing the living.

Fhe Prophet Joreph Smith f.id the
fouwsintion of thle Chureh and King-
dom apd revesled thoee pringiples
unto ue} but oo principle bad ever been
rave led from Glod tv man which had
yiven the Latter-day Saints more joy
and consolation than the revelations
whereby toe Lord had fulfilled the
prophecy of one of the spcient
prophets, who gaid that in the last
days He would raise up saviorsupon
Mount Zlon, while the Kingdom was
the Lioru’s. That day hud come,

He bimself well remembered the
time when that revelation was given
—the feeling which thrilled their
bearis and 8 uls when they realized
that in their duy and generativo they
had the power tu go forth and attend
to these -ordinances fur their dead
progenitors, the same as for those who
were gtlll living in the flesh. They
did oot heeitate, as soon a8 that revela-
tion cnms;f‘lo make a commevcement

of this Temple work, and there
wete 8cores of men around hbim
today who bad labored for years

in these temples in thizs way. He
greatly rejeiced at the thought that
when he himself entereud the ppirit
world he would meet thoee of his pro.
genitvta who, perhaps, had never
heard the true Gospe!, who never saw
a prophet, apostle, or oth=sr inspired

man while in the flish; and as Jesus
went and “preached to the spirife in
prison?* in His day, so would those
men who now lived and held the keya
of tbe Priesthood when they passed
behind the veil also preach tu “aplrits
in prison,” open the prison doors and
let the prisoners free. In ali his lahots
in the cause of this Gospel, for some
sixly years, there wes mno kiod
o1 work which he bad per-
formed with greater satiafaction than
that of redemption lor his dead,
Who conld not, indeed, rejoice before
the Lord when he contemplated
the future of this grest work in the
Rocky Monntains anod the privileges
which they enjoyeu?

He was thansful the duy had comws
when they had the opportunity of
dedicaling this Temple nnto the Loruo,,
anyd into which the vast pumber of
people whodwell 12 this region of
conntry would be able to enter apnd
perform the ordinances required of

them without having to travel long
dlstances, as hau heen the case
hitherto.

He had Been some  serious
limes in the bislory of this
Churcn — at Kirtland 1or instunoe;
but when he first heard Jusepli’

Hmith preach he EDew that Le was a
Propbet ot God. Ot that heghen bad.
all the lestimony he needed. The
Prophet Joseph, however, hud labored
1n Lbhe gause of this Courch s nd Kiug-
dum gabout fourtecn years only irom
the tiwe ot hisorvination uyotll he wus
muriyred, He peveribeless periormed
a greal missiof.

At his own ad vanced age he thanked
Goud that he was sulrvtnded by w
gquorum of Aposties amony whom
there exisied =uch a epirit  of ubity;
they were noites as the heart of one
mar. He firmly believed that any
one of them would die for him it
tceds be, and bhe would dJdo the
same Jor either of them snould the
Lisrd  require it ut  hisa  bands.
| here was 4 {ove belweon all of them
thur the world Epew uwol o.—a love
which distinguished all men who bore
the Priesthood from the rest of the
world.

The Lord had always chosen the
weuk things of the earth to contounu
ihe wise, as He bind promised; and this
wus a prigcipie which be(lhe speaker)
had thougbt much about jrora his bey-
hood. His own View was that the Lord
bay dope this because He uesired to
choose an element which He could
huznule aud make use of. Many ol the
Apostles of old were poor fisnermeu,
out they were ready to ¥teid up their
liv. & 1or the Guapel’s suke, without any
regara woatever for the bonors ot the
wurld, .

Soin our own day and generalion.
Joseph Sonth was called an fgnorant,
inliterate boy. Ibp some respects he
wight have been, as the w rid under-
sto0d it; but he was ordained, befors
tus wundation of the worll, to ia)y Lhe
loundation of the Cburch and King-
Jom of (Qod. Had uot this been God’s
work, nod had it nul been sustalped
by His power trom the very begiu-
oing? inm proot of thia the speaker
iL sianced the remurEable gathertog ot
the MNaints to there mountalus anud
their wonderiu! pressrvation throu, i

persecution  and  trinl.  As win
Josephh Bmith, be said, 80 with
Presidema Brigham Young apd.



