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GENERAL conference

ththe sixty third annual conference
jesus christ ofchurch ofof tbthe

saints convened in theday
tabernacle saltbait lake city april ath

IM1893 president wilford woodruff
preat ding

the following were on the standbland

the first grealdpresidencyenoy wilford
woodruff george Q cannon and

joseph F smismithtb of the quorum of the
twelve apostles lorenzo snow

franklin D richards brigham
young francis M lyman john
henry smith goorgegeorge teasdaleTearemadaletaie john

merrillMerW taylor marriner W

anthou H lund awlaal abraham JEL

Ciccannonrion atri john smith ofin

the Preepresidencywoney of tilethe seventies say-
mour B young C D flenstedFi elated john
morgan 13 14H roberts george
aReynolds and jonathan G KkimballKimbdballalJ

iff the presiding william
ae Preatou robertfobert T burton audand john
lit i winder there were also a large
camberabber olof presidents orof stakes audand

bar leading brethrenbre turen ironafrom variocanouauit

lapartetoofof utah aud adjacent states antiand
terri loriea
adallerAelderDILler moses Ti atcher of the

orum of the twelve apostleApostlee vaa

cableabla to be present ouon hocountaccount of

elder heber JJGgrantraut also of
littleb quorumof the Ttwelveelve was absent

detained in theof beingim account

the congregationcongre gatio 1 was very large
the great buildingbui being tilled ii
iveryevery art there were probably over
toD thousand people present

conferenceConie renoerence was called to order by
president george Q cannon

the choir and sang
comeome let us anew our journey pursue

boll round with the year
and never stand still till the master appear

prayer was offered by keiolderade r francis
M lyman

by Lthehe choir audanti coocougrega
VOLatol
coine come ye saints no toil nor labor fear

but with joy wend your way
though hard to you this journey may appear

grace will be as your day
WILFORD WOODWOODRUFFBUFF

said hebe felt to thank oldgd hithia heaven-
ly fattierfather that hebe hadbad the privilege
thishis day of ata in tile utof
such avasta vast iu tilethe housebouse
otof israel liehe also 1 the
letter j ay whose prayers tianuoj

to the lord iniia hijbia leball by
the power of gougoa antiand by their prayers
ae habalI1 been preserved until the
present hour atillo lie did not leelfeel
capable of aub his own thoughts
la reflecting upon tutothe seen Ff burough

the latte rd usaa a8
hadbad passed in the years which

letb still be assured his hearersbearers
that his heart was fullfuji of blesblessingbing audand

towards bh s brethren and
arter mind all men who had desired to
0 what was right
thisthia was a dtd y to which he had

jokedked forward torfor many years and
nhsnhen hebe reflected upon the hundreds
iadball thousands of elders of fllamearmel saidand
I1 lh prophets and apostles with whom
he6 hadbad been associated many of whom
bd already passed to the other sideaide of

marveled at the work wwhichblob

lindbad thus far been accomplished and
that his own life hadbad been preserved soBO

loog in the midst of this people
As latter day saints they had great

reason for rejoicing before ththeeLordlord
and their hearts should be filled with
gratitudeKrati tude and thanksgiving unto the
mostmoat high for the many blessings
vouchsafed unto them

when retookbetookbe took a rei respect of their
position and a w what had been ac-
complishedcomplis hed through gousgods mercy by
this people since aney arrived in these
valleys on the of Jjulyu ly 1847 it
waiswad to himabima marvel and a wunwon lerier
enough many oroir their brethren
president brigham young who hauhao
led them here audand others who were
formerly associated with them in this
great latter day work bad passed wayaway

yet be believed that iuin the spirit
world today they were deeply brer
ested antiand rejo iolicligg in the work in
which the latter day saints were
engaged ouon this special occasion

they were expecting continuedpl tnt woodruffWoodruH by the blesblessing of
bod V salterenter inili a few days hericehence the

which had been reared here in
the bagne of the lorolon by his people
and he desired in the short time now
at his disposal tuto bless every latte rd8binm11 ut from the bottom otof ingills heart for
what they had done t warda the

of this grand object no
call hebe believed hadbad ever been made
upon any people upon the face of the
eaearthrth which had met wito Luchluch a
hearty and uniuniversalverial responsespousere as that
for meansmeauli to finish the bait lake tem-
ialeie he felt to thank the lord for thehe
spirit which had lueenbeen manifested by
the saints in this respect

they had erected three templestemple be
forsifori this one in these mountain valleys
the elders of israel hadbad labored un-
ceasinglyceasingly to attend to the ordinances otof
the house of god both for the living
and the dead because he need hardly
tell the latter day saints that
holy temples had been erected for the
redemption of the dead as well as
blessing the living

rhefhe prophet joseph smith lid the
foundation of this church and king-
dom and revealed those principles
unto usUH but no principle hadbad ever been
rave led from god to man which had
given the batter day saints more joy
and consolation than the revelations
whereby the lord had fulfilled tilethe
prophecy of one of the ancient
prophets who said that in the last
days he would raise up saviors upon
mount zion while the kingdom was
the lorilslords that day hadbad come

he himself well remembered the
time when that revelation was given

the feeling which thrilled their
heartsheans and a als when they realized
that in their day and generation they
bad the power to go forth and attend
to these ordinances for their dead
progenitors the same as for those who
were still living in the flesh they
did not hesitate as soon as that revela-
tion came to make a commettecommencementement
of this templetemple work and there
were scores of menman around him
today who hadbad labored for years
in these temples in this way hegreatly at the thought that
when he himself entered the spirit
world hebe would meet those of his pro
genitorsgenigeoit torsors who perhaps had never
heardbeard the true gospel who never saw
ia prophet apostle or other inspired

man while in the flashsti 8anddd asaa jesusbeaus
went and preached to the spirits in
prison 12 in his day soao would those
men who now lived aniland heklbeld the keys
of ttethe priesthood when they pawedpassed
behind the veil alsoaleo preach to spiritsapirits
in prison open the prison doors and
lotlet theprisoners free in all hie labors
in the cause of this gospels for some P

sixty years there waswaa no kind
of01 work which he had per-
formed with greater satisfaction than
that of redemption lorfor his dead
who could not indeed rejoice before
the lord when hebe contemplated
the future of this great work in the
rocky mountains and the privileges

they enjoyed
he was thankful the day hail coma

when i bey bad thuthe opportunity of
dedicating this temple unto the lorolorn
antsanil into which the vast numbnumbereroror
people woodwellwhowh dwell in this region of
country would be able to enter antiand
perform the ordinances required 001

themmem without having to travel long
ditdistances asaa had been the easecase
hitherto

he had seen some serious
timestimea in the history of thisibis
church at kirtland lorfor instance
kutbut when be first heard josephjuseph
smith preach hebe knew that liebe waswars a

thet ol01 god otof that hechthe hmn had
all the testimony he needed the
prophet joseph however hadbad labored
in the cause of this church and klugking
dum about fourteen years only irom
the time UL01 his ordination until he was
mardredmanymary red he nevertheless performed
a great baismissionsion

at his own advanced age he thanked
god that hebe was surrounded by ita
quorum otof apostlesAposties among whom
there existed such a spirit of unity
they were united as the heart of one
maramsl he firmly believedbelfeved that any
onone of them would die for him itif

belbe and he would do the
name for either ol01 them should the
lori require it at his hindshands
I1 nerehere was a love between all of them
that the world knowknew not 0 A love
which distinguished all men who bore
the priesthood iromfrom the rest of the
world

the lord had always chosen the
weak things of the earth to confound
he wise as he had promised and this
was a principle which he the speaker
hadbad thought much about irom his boy-
hood his own view was that LbtheeLordlord
nadhad done this because he desired to
choose an element which he could
dandle and make use orof many olof the
Apo alles of old were poor fishermen
but they were ready to yield up their
liv a iorlor the gospels sake without aany
gregaru whatever for the honors or01 the
burld

so80 in our own day and generation
joseph smith was called an ignorant
illiterate boy in some respects hyhe
might have been as the arldw rid under-
stood it but hebe was ordained before
the uti dation of the world to layjay the
foundationtoun dation of the church and king
dom otof god had not this been godlisgod
boru and had it not been sustainedneu
by his power from oneme very begin-
ning in proof of wethis the speaker
itii slanted the remarkable gatheringgatherinx of
the dainto to thene mountains antiand
their wonderful preservation 11

pepersecutionreec ution andnd trial Asan witowith
joseph timith he said so with
presidents brigham young and-

a


