THE DESERET WEEKLY.

405

Wrltten for this Paper.
BE IN EARNEST.

¢¢Whatever tby hand findeth to do,
do it with thy might.** It this were
the universal rule of action, what a
traneformatiou this old earth would
undergo, how many failures wouid
turo $o succCess, how many embtyo
gchemes would be developed, how
many warm thoughts would bloom to
verdute, and how many aspirations
would testify in their realization to the
potency of energetic and undismayed
work! But the majority are fitful in
action, easily cast down and discour-
aged by obstacles. They would like
results without much effort, and vic-
tory, whether valiant or otherwise in
the fight., We are all aoted upon by
ideas which are presented to us, and a
{aJse one which harmonizes with ounr
dilatoriness or laziness, if gherished, is
liable to color or influepce our charac-
ter 8B B whole,

INot unfrequently in years gomne by
did we listen Lo those who ciaimed that
whenever s mzn wad called officiaily

to any position, that call Itself
wus 8 guaranty that the requi-
site ability would be supplied, and

the assertion was sustsined by the ve-
hement preseniation of thatgreat say-
ing that “*God hath chosen the weak
things of this world to confound the
mighty, and thlngs that are not, to
hring to naught things which are.®
Now there is nothing impossible in
necessity Lo the Divine economy, and
inetances might be cited which stand-
ing alone would appear to favor euch &
conclusion hy the indolent; and these
peing the great majority, relinnce upon
it a8 an ever-preseut truth and line of
PDivine action has been cherished more
or less. But when a msn or commuu-
ity becomes possessed of thia ides,
progress will inevitably be slow anu
uncertain, and it could probably be
demonstrated thut the application or
perversion of a truth has been a very
costly one to this community, and to us
shall it be said, even as a Church,
Many & one in the miesionary field,
going withoui study and preparation;
many & one sent to a people with

whose tongue he was unfamiliar;
many 8 one gent on businees,
ap pointed to certain work
has found that experimenz

was costly, that Enowledge had to be
acquired, =snd that famillarity and
qualification had to be begotten of de-
termined study anod application, and
that fallure hae been beyoud all query
as to work proposed.

Not that we would belittle that
sublime trust, that grand faith, that
trie heroism which has inspired men
who have thus devoted themselvesin
obedience to ¢all or appofntment. We
may not deny the sacrificing spliit, the
noble motive, nor the wondrous bless-
ing which has followed humllity, and
glorified ungelfish effort, Hpite of all
padoubted resulte where this devotion
has been supplemented by Divine aid,
hosts of men would testlfy that a more
ample preparation, a more thorough
acguaintance, 8 more generous educa-
tion, might with similar splrit and
plessing have achieved vastly greater
resulits,

As 8 community, thia claims to be a
religious one, This is the basis, the
foundation, the distinguishing feature;
and the cooclusion is eamsily reached
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in the higher ecall, why Dot
trust  to  the SAMe {aptot in
the lower., And probably few can
tell the pubtlety ot this mental conciu-
sion upon action in all other walks of
Nfe, It is abundantly evident that
thousande of our population mainly
learn by individual experience. They
bave not learned (only in part) to
appropriate the exXperience of others,
Our agriculture testifies to this; our
horticujture tells of thie; our trade pro-
greess, our business attitude, our schools
—all give evidence that we profit hut
little pave from our own llmited im-
mediate surreundings, The world of
commerce, art, science, mechanics,
literature and life is n semled book to
the people at large. To live is the one
thing needful; to read and tbink is con-
sidered a juxury; and io far too many
inetances the pride of a man in his
family exhausts itself in material
things, in food, clothing and a home,
while the mental powers, the epiritual
faculties, are unprovided for, Yet we
want (in a desultory way) our ghildren
to be intelligent, to outresch and out-
rank oureelves in this direction; but
books, newepapers, magazines are looked
upon, a8 othet luxuries, to be dispensed
with in timea of financial depression,
orjust when most absolutely needed
and desirable. Men, fatheraof families,
tell that they have no time to read, as.
suming that they must do it all} and
all effort, a1l sacrifice, all consideration
is for animal wants, save in so far as
the Batbath and the Ae=gociations of all
our settiements may aflect the men-
tality of ua aud ours,

Even these Associations are dull and
tame, lacking tbat fireand brilliancy
which they oughtto and would possess,
if books, libraries and intellectual ap-
pliances were 88 abundaut as is our
tupply of elements for the body. In
our peregrinatious to and fro, we are
often accoeted by Inguiry as to this
and that; and when the book or source
of informaticn has been given, these
are pot in the home or in & neigbhbor?’s
home perchance, and this has enabled
the writer to account for the very
brief,- hesitating wsnd  superficial
responses givea in some visited associa-
tions.

The point to be pressed is this, that
the worker in any line of thought or
action should atrive to be as thorough
as possible. If religion is the chief
end and alm of life, iet his aim be
centered on being an intelligent rellig-
fonist; underatanding the tenets of the
organization he I8 identified with, able
to give reasons for accepting that one
in preference to others, and recom-
mending it by that consistency of life
which ias blended with progresston. To
he s Mormon I8 to be subjected to
anusuai criticlem; and while everyone
is not privileged to enjoy = mission-
ary’s education, it is the duty of every
member, of hoth sexes, to see that they
can defend themselves, In the gene-
ral occupatlons of life, this apirit
would lead & man or woman to
become expett and generally qualified,
not in the theory alone, but in the
practical duties thereof, To know i
duty, to understand is imperative; so
that whatis done may be dope well.
It used to be the fashion amopg Agri-
cultural assoplations Lo give premiums
for the best plowing, the best-made

—

stack, the well-cut hedge, or style of
fieid drain, This awakened ambition,
presented models of excgellence, and
allured men to do thelr very best,
Womenb received premiums for the best
butter, hread, cheese, preserves, house
plants,darning,knliting and patchwork.
S0 emulstion was provoked, thorough-
ness was inculcated—for such work was
venerally done by rule; excellence
could be repeated—Iit was not the pro-
duction of accident or chance. Asto.
boys, the apprenticeship system was
favorable to this excelience. A car-
penter, cabinef{-maker or carver was
ususily a good one. He took pride in
in it, did what he did do, well. If he
could not acquite fagility in the use of”
tools, famillarity with material, and
rapidity of execution, but remalined a
botch, his intereat was best served by
selecting some other branch un which-
to secure his subsistence.

Bo with the mechanical arts, What-
ever A man profeesed to be, as a rule
he had (o be, for cuinpetent men could.
always be found if he failed in exhtb-
iting a desired proficiency, Profes=

sional life was just as exacting as-
mechanics, Men had to be able in
some branch, toc make satisface

tory headway, for it wae a difficult.
thing for one to adopt 8 new trade or
profession in that coneer vative country..

The weatern world is the antipodes
of this. Men nssume to ceccupy posi=
tions which they are in hardly any
gense Abje to fill. Our gity presenta
evidences of tbis, just as many other
places do. And while there is in many
men a certain adaptability, the neces-
sity of training, of apprenticeship, is
not deemed essential to success, Many
s businese, many an enterprice, has.
failed for lack of this abitity., Men
have been crowded, forced into posi=
tions for which they had no aptitude,
to which they gave no love, no heart,
Their service was automatic, mechani-
onl, liteless, and unproductive of any-
thing save an unwelcome. education
and a sad, sad loss!

Is it worth while to urge upon.the
youth of Utah eapecially,thenecessity for
work, study, and continuous attention
it they would make their mark? That
excellence 1n one thing is better than
s smattering is many? Thatlife ie too
serious for trifling, success too desirable
to he deferred for inziness, and too im-
portant to be wooed today and
peglected all next week or year?
The world is groaning under ite joad
of medioerity, it has 1ar too many who
are **Jack of sll trades and master of
nope;** and it hever was ip greater
peed of earnest, stirrlng, energetic,
paingtaking, honest workers; men who
will be thorough, loving excelience,
determined to have lt, and ignoring all
hypocrisy, sham, veneer,and eye ser-
vice; counting a well-rounded man-
bood, a stable character, and uncom-
promising workmanship, as amonrg
the grandest attributes of developed
humanity.

Le$ the young men at least aceept
the anclently inspired A postolic in.
junction, ‘*“Whatsoever {hipe hand
findeth to do—if good-—do it with thy
might!?

LAID TO REST.

The funperal services over fhe re-
mains of the iate Isaac Harrison, Who
died on March 2nd, were heid in the
Bandy waid meeting house at 1 o’clock




