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BE IN EARNEST

ccwhatever thy handband to doI1
doltdo it with thy might I1 it this were
the universal rule of action what a
transformation this old earth would
undergo how many failures would
turn to successKuc cese howbow many embryo

would be developed how
many warm thoughts would bloom to
verdure and how many aspirations
would testify in their realization to theabe
potency of energetic and undismayed
work I1 but the majority are fitful in
action easily cast downclown and discou-
raged by obstacles they would like
results without much effort and vic-
tory whether valiant or otherwise in
the lightfight we are all acted uuponpon by
ideas which are presented to us and a
false one which harmonizes with our
dilatoriness or laziness if cherished is
liable to color or influence outour charac-
ter as a whole

not in yearsyeam ponegone by

did we listen to those who ciaclaimedlibed that
whenever a man was called officially
to any position that call itself
was a guaranty that the requ-
isite ability would be supplied and
the assertion was sustained by abe ve
bement presentation of that great sayRY
ink abat hathbath chosen the weak
things otof this world to confound the
mighty and things that are not to

bring foto naught things which are
now there is nothing tinimpossiblepossible in
necessity to the divine economy and
instances might be cited which stand
inking alone would appear to favor such a
conclusion by the indolent and these
beingbehag the great majority reliance upon
it asag an ever preset t truth and line of
divine action has been cherished woremore
or less but when a manmanoror commu-
nity becomes possessed of this idea
progressprogrees will inevitably be slow and
uncertain and it could probably be
demonstrated that the application or
perversion of a truth hasbaa been a very
costly one to this community and to us
shall it be saideaid even as a church
many a one in the missionary field
going without study and preparation 1

many a one sent to a people with
whose tongue hebe was unfamiliar
mullymany a one sent on business
appointed to certain work
bmb found that experimentexperiment
aras costly that knowledge had to be
acquired and that familiarity and
qualification hadbad to be begotten of de-
terminedtermined study and application aad
abat failure has been beyond all query
goas to work proposed

not that we would belittle that
sublime trust that grand faith that
true heroism which has inspired men
who have thus devoted themselves in
obedience to call or appointment we
naymay not deny the macrillsacrificingci ng spispiriti it the
noble motive nor the wondrous bless-
ing which has followed humility and
glorified unselfish effort spite of all
undoubted results where this devotion
boabaa been supplemented by divine aid
bostilboats of men would testify that a more

preparation a more thorough
acquaintance a more generous aduca
tion might with similar spirit and
blowingblaming have achieved vastly greater
resultssuits

As a community thisthin claims to be a
religious one this isin the baslebasis the
foundation th distinguishing feature
findand the conclusion is easily reached

V

that if inspiration can supersede
the exercise of the faculties
in the higher callscall why not
trustcrust to the same factor in
the lower and probably few can
tell the subtlety olof this mental conclu-
sion upon action in all other walks of
life it is abundantly evident that
thousands of our population mainly
learn by individual experience they
havehaat not learned only in part to
appropriate the experience of others
our agriculture testifies to this our
horticulture tells of thipthie our trade pro
grossgress our business attitude our schools

all give evidence that we profit but
little save from our own limited im-
mediate surroundings the world of
commerce art science mechanics
literature and life is a sealed book to
the people at large to live is the one
thing needful to read and think isin con-
sidered a luxury and in far too many
instances the pride of a man in his
family exhausts itself in material
things in food clothing and a home
while the mental powers the spiritual
faculties are for yet we
want in a desultory way our children
to be intelliintelligentgents to outreach and out-
rank ourselves in this direction but
books newspapersnews papers magazines are looked
upon as other luxuries to be dispensed
with in times of financial depression
lorjustor just when most absolutely needed
and desirable menblen fathers of families
tell that they have no time to read as-
suming that they must do it all and
all effort all sacrifice all consideration
is for animal wants save in so far as
the sabbath and the associations of all
our settlements may affect the men-
tality of us and oursoum

even these associations are dull and
tame lacking that firmandfire and brilliancy
which they ought to and would possess
if books libraries and intellectual ap-
pliancesances were as abundant as is our
supply of elements for the body in
our peregrinations to and fro we are
oftenof leu accosted by inquiry as to this
and that andadli when the book or source
of informinformationaaion has been given these
are not in the home or in a neighneighborsboros
home perchance and this has enabled
the writer to account for the very
brief hesitating and superficial
responses given in somesame visited associa-
tions

the point to be pressed is this that
the worker in any lindofline of thought or
action should strive to be as thoroughh
as possible if religion is the chief
end andana aim of life let his aim be
centered on being an intelligent

understanding the tenets of the
organization hebe is identified withwithableable
to give reasons for accepting that one
lain preference to others and recom-
mending it by that consistency of life
which is blended with progression to
be a mormon is to be subjected to
unusual criticism and while everyone
is not privileged to enjoy a mission
arys education it is18 the duty of every
member of both sexes to see that they
can defend themselves in the gene-
ral occupations of life this spirit
would lead a man or woman to
become expert and generally qualified
not in the theory alone but in the
practical duties thereof to know toIs
duty to understand isin imperative so
that what is done may be done well
it used to be the fashion among agri-
cultural associations to give premiums
for the bestbeat plowing the best made

stack the well out hedge or style of
field drain this awakened ambition
presented models of excellence and
allured men to do their very best
women received premiums forthefor the best
butter broadbread cheese preserves house
plants aarninak n bitting and patchwork
so emulation was provoked thorough
ness was inculcated for such work was
generally done by rule excellence
could be repeated it was not the pro

of accident or chance As to
boys the apprenticeship system was
favorable to this excellence A car-
penter cabinetmakercabinet maker or carver was
usually a good one he took pride in
in it did what he did do well if he
could not acquire facility in the use of
tools familiarity with material and
rapidity of execution but remained a
botch hisble interest was bestbeat served by
selecting some other branch unon which
to secure hisbis subsistence

sobo with the mechanical arts what-
ever a man professed to be as a rule
he had toco be for competent men could
always be found if hebe failed in exhib-
iting a desired proficiency profes-
sional life was just as exacting as
mechanics men had to be able in
some branch to make satisfac-
tory headway for it waswaa a difficult

for one to adopt a new trade or
profession in that conservative country

the western world is the antipodes
of tilisthis men assume to occupy posi-
tions which they are in hardly any
sense able to fill our drycity presents
evidences of this just as many other
places do and while there is in many
men a certain adaptability the neces-
sity of training of apprenticeship tois
notdot deemed essential to stiosuccesscese many
a eee many an has
failed for lack of this ability men
have been crowded forced into pool
eions for which they hadbad no aptitude
to which they gave no lovejove no heart
their service was automatic mechani-
calcal lifeless and unproductive of any-
thing save an UDunwelcomeWelCOMe education
and a sadad sad losslose

Isie it worthwhileworth while to urge upon the
youth especial lythe necessity for
work study and continuous attention
if they would make their mark that

I1 excellence in one thing laIs better than
a smattering ia many that life is too
serious for trifling success too desirable
to be deferred for laziness and too im-
portant to be wooed today and

all next week or cesi
the world tois groaning under its load
of mediocrity it hasbaa tar too many who
are jack of all trades and master of
noneanone and it never was in greater
need of earnest stirring energetic
painstaking honestbonest workers men who
will be thorough loving excellence
determined to have it and ignoring all
hypocrisy sham veneer and eye ser-
vice counting a well rounded man-
hoodhoo d a stable character and uncom-
promising workmanworkmanshipships as among
the grandest attributes of developed
buhumanitymanity

let the mounir men at least accept
the anciently inspired apostolic in-
junction whatsoever thine hand

to coif good do it with thy
might

LAID TO REST

the funfuneraleral soservicesarvi ces over the rree
mains of the late isaac harrison I1 who
died on march 2ndand were holdheld 10lo the
sandy waid meeting house at I1 o


