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to the most prominent natural objects,
and thelr work had generally to be
done over again with extensive addil-
tions.

The new-comers fllled the continent
with new names. The most numerous
names of towns and cities in the Unit-
ed States and those which have been
oftenest repeated and longest kept came
from England. This was because the
names were famlliar, simple and orig-
Inaliy meant something. The termi-
nations "ham,” “ton,” '‘stead,” "wlck"
and “fleld” in the old time had a signi-
ficance and told a story. Ham slgni-
fled home, Birmingham. the home ot
Blrming, elther man, family or tribe,
and 50 on through the catalogue. And
that leads up to the general rule that
a name, when applled, should tell some-
thing and mean something, as, for ex-
ample, Oxford, now known in England
for a great university, but before that
as the ford where the cattle crossed
the Btream.

The use of names in the Unlted States
that mean nothing, tell nothing, com-
memorate nothing, Indlcate nothing and
are not even rhythmical or melodious,
Is a great calamity. It is recorded of
a certaln rallroad company that, hav-
fng a large number of new statlons to
name, syllableg were written on alips
of paper and drawn out of a hat, three
to a station, and hence such names as
Ki-o-te and Po-dunk-us were scattered
along for three or four hundred miles.
These are specimens of the meaningless
and senseless names used to the num-
ber of sBeveral thousand In the United
Statea.

Disagreeable names should not be
applied to any natural objects with-
out special and convinecing reason.
Prajrie Dog creek may convey to fu-
ture generationg the mame of the flrst
town In the neighborhod and its inhab-
ftants, but Dog creek i= as bad s
gkunk river, a leadlng watercourse in
fowa. Skull creek, Dry creek, Sand
creek, Skeleton creek and the like per-
petuate the ideas of hot winds and
massacres. hTey show the lack of Im-
agination and taste In the namers,

Wild and simple people do better than,

i for to the north §s a river the
g“r:ﬁch voyagers named "Qu'Appelle”
—“Wha Calls?” because of the myster-
fous noises, like human voices, heard
under the lce.

Classical names were more In de-
mand fifty or sixty Yyears agoe than
begun to make fun of them. Rome,
Athens, Corinth were made the ap-
pellations of 1jitle towns that never
grew up to thelr blg names, and re-
minded beholders of the learned party
who named hlg townsite'Scipio African-
us” and had the maortification to see
it occupled by colored rolk.g and de-
generate into oNiggertown.

From the sad lessons of the past the
Americans, who have yet much nam-
fng tlo do, should fasten on nothing
ivhich requires a name, am ugly,
meaningless, absurd, pretentlous, unin-
telliglhle, unpronounceable, disagree-
able designations. It I8 often urged
that Indian names should be kept or
applled, but this should depend upon
their character, In the South many
Tudlan names are easy, S¢ to sBpeak,
but the Indian names of Maire, drawn
out In smusage-like prolixity, are nel-
ther names which refer to the locs}l
ponery, ke that of Rlp Van Winkle's
village of Falllng Waters, there are
names of falr women and brave men to
of great industries and great works.
From all these shoud be chosen those
which fall trippingly from the tongue,
are pleasant to the llstenilng ear and
have a meaning to the brain and to the
"heart.

It may a!s¢ be added that the rule
which applles to localltles and towns
holds good also.to objects and under-
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takings within the communities, andl’more quickly than before, and up the

the chief fault to be avoided In all cases
is the cholce of names that suggest
nothing, and, that convey not the
elightest intention of the motive which
influenced thelr selection.

IDAHO WEATHER REPORT,

Favorable weather for harvesting
prevalled in all sections of Idaho dur-
Ing the week Monday, August 28, 1898,
The dry spell contlnues, and all unirri-
gated crops are greatly in need of
rain,

In many localities the gralm harvest
iz about finished, and considerable
graln has been threshed; the yleld I»
fully up to the average, and, !ln many
Instances, somewhat above that de-
gree. The potato crop looks promis-
ing and a good yleld |s asured. Vege-
tables and fruit In season are in good
condition. Cutting of the second crop
of lucern is about completed, with fair
resulls. The ranges are dry and poor,
but stock remains in good condition
generally.

THE FEL CANEY CHARGE.

C. E. Hands, Cuban corrspondznt of
the Londonr Dally Mall, was fortunate
enough to see the splendid storming of
El Caney, the "Balaclava of Cuba.”
He gives the followilng graphle ac-
count:

"When the afternoon
exact count of time—there
jumble of ~volleylng over

came—[ Inst
was 8til a
by Caney.

But in front our men were away out!

of sight behind a ridge far ahead. Xe-
vond there arose a long, Steepish ascent
crowned by the blockhouse upon whivh
the artillery had opened fire In the
morning.

“Suddenly, as we looked through our
glasees, we saw a little black anl go
scrambling qulckly up the hill, and an
inch or two behind him a ragged line
of other little ants, and then ano:l-er
line of ants at another part of the hill,
and then another, until It se:mvd as
if somebody had dug a stick into a
great ants' nest down in the valley,
and all the ants were scrambling away
up hill. Then the volley firing began
ten times more furiously than before;
from the rlght beyond the top of {tle
ridge burst upon the ants a terrific fire
i of shells; from the blockhouse n front
of them machine guns sounded their
continuous rattle. But ths: ants
awept up the hill. They seemed to us
to thin out as they went forward., It
was incredlble hut it was grand. The
boys were storming the hill. The mili-
tary authorities were most surprised.
They were not surprised at thes» eplen-
) did athletlc dare-devlis of ours doing
Ht. But that a military commauornder
should have allowed a fortified and en-
trenched position to be assalled by an
infantry charge up the side of a ong
exposed hill swept by a terrihl2 artil-
lery fire. frightened them, not #n much
by Its audacity as by Its terrible cost
in human life.

""As they neared the top the different
llnes came nearer together. One mo-
ment they went a little more slowly;
saw the ants come scrambling down the
went on agaln faster than ever, and
thenr all of us sittlng there on the top
of the battery cried with excltement,
For the ants were Scrambllng ail
around the blockhouse on the ridge,
and in a moment or two we saw them
Inside It. But them our hearts swelled
up to our throats, for a fearful fire came
from somewhere to the right of It and
somewhere to the left of it. Then we
saw the ants cam scramblng down the
hlll again. They had taken a positlon
which they had not the force to hold.
But a moment or two and up they
scrambled again, rore of them, and

other face of the hill to the left went
other lines, and the ridge wastaken, ang
the biockhouse was ours, and the
trenches were full of dead Spaniards,

"It was a grand achlevement—for the
soldiers who shared it—this astorming
of the hill leading up from the San
Juan river to the ridge before the main
tort. We could tell 50 much at 2,560
yards, But we also Knew that it l'la.d
coat them dear.

“Later on we knew only too well how
heavy the cost was. As I was trylng to
make myself comfortable for the night
In some meadow gTass as wet with the
dew as [f there had been a thunder-
storm, I saw a man I knew fin the
Sixteenth, who had come back from
the front on some errand,

“'How's the Sixteenth? 1 askeq
him.

“'Good, what's left of it,” he said-:
‘there’s fifteen men left out of my come-
pany—fifteen out of a hurdred.’

“We have fought a great battle, but
we have not taken Santago yet.™

“But besides the wagons there came
along from the front men borne on hana
1tters, some Ilyving face downward,
writhing at Intervals In awful convul.
gions, others lying motionless on the
ftat of their backs with their hats
placed over thelr faces for shade. And
there also came men, dozens of them
afoot, painfully llmping with one arm
thrown over the shoulder of a comrade
and the other arm helplessly dangling

* *How much further to the hospital,
nelghbor? they would despajringly Mk:

*‘Only a quarter of a mile or so
neighbor,’ I would answer, and, with a
amile of hope at the thought that after
all they would be able to achleve the
Journey, they would hobble along, "

i “But the ammunition wagons ana
1ihe few ambulance wagons Jid not
carry them all. For hobbling down the
steep bank from the hospital

Pandaged men on foot, They st
down for awhlile on the bank as far ag
they could gel from the jumble of
mules and wagons in the lane, and then
setting thelr faces toward Siboney they
commenced—to walk it. They were
the men whose Injuries were too slight
for wagon reom to be gliven them
There was noi enough wapgon acegm-
modation for the men whoss wounds
rendered them helplessly prostrate. So
let the men who had mers arm anad
shoulder wounds, simply flesh wounds
or only one injured leg or fool, wwalk |t

Siboney was only eight miles away.
‘ *True, it was a fearfully bad road
but then the plain fact was ¢hat t‘hera:

was not enough wagons for ajl, and It
wias better for these men to be at the
Paso hospltal, and better c¢hat they
should make room at the dlvision hos-
pital, even If they had to make the
journey on foot.

"There was -OnDe YNaR on the road
whose left foot was heavlly bandaged
and drawn up from the ground, He
had provided himself with a sort of
, rough crutch made of the farked limb
of ‘a tree, which he hal paddeg with a
bundle of clothes. With the assizsance
of this and a short stick he wgag pad-
gling briskly along when 1 overtook
Im.

“ "Where did they get you, nelghhor
1 asl&ed him. het :
*'0Oh, durn thelr akins,’” he
the cheerfulest way, turning s?ci)d ni12
with a smlle, ‘they got me twice—a
gplinter of a shell In the foot, and a
| bullet thrpough the calf of the same leg
when I was belng carried back from
the firing line.’

“'A sharpshooter?

" 'Thea fellow was up in a tree.'

“*And ,you're walklng back to
Siboney. Wasn'¢ there room for you to
ride? T expeected an angry outburst

of Indignatlon In reply to this question.
But I was mistaken. In a plain, mat-
ter-of-fact way he sald;
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