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trine to abandon their faith
25.02‘:0 over to his position. It his
conscience smote him so that he could
not sleep well because of his firat atti-
tude, was he better able te quiet that
gonscience on the eecond oocasion,
when be invited to apostasy the Mor-
mons who established their claim as
Christians so firmly that he felt con-
strained to apologize for lia first re-
mark? Upon his own statement that
s Christinn is “‘a believer in Christ,”
who declares that ‘‘he that believeth
on me, the works that 1 do shall he
do also,” of the two parties immedi-
ately concerned In thé episode related,
which is the Christlan?

——lpeeeeeeet

THE PLAGUE IN HONG KONG,

———

The black plague which for the past
four months has decimated the popula-
tion of some places in China and all

oved the magnificent cotu-
?::md:;:rlioug Kong is said to have
its permanent home in one of the
rest and filthiest districts uf the em-
pire. The plague came from Meng-tzu
or from Pak-hoi to Cantop, and trom
there it epread in various direvtions,

The two cities mentioned are, ac-
cording to all reporte,situated in one of
the most unbealthy parts of China.
The climate is hot all the year round
and the atmosphere heavily charged
with moisture. Decaying matter
forms 8 large proportion of the eoil,
The water is bad, frequently contain-
ing as much ag 1,500 gralns of snlide to
one gallou. The population is exceed-
ingly poor, laborers working for from
43 to b cents & day. They live in small,
unclesn hovels unfit for human be-
inge. European visitors often become
sick within 8 day or two after their
srrival in these disease-stricken cities

nd villages.

. Here, lgl.is gaid, the black plague is a
yearly visitant and has been from time
jmmemorial. But a8 heretofore in-
tercourse with the people has been
very limited, the epidemic has been
mostly confined to its own home.
After the annexation of Tonquin by
the FKrench the district has been
opened up to commerce, and with'the
facilitated communlication, it s
feared the plague will be a regular
yisitor to Canton and {rom there
proceed on its deadly march to
other places.

Bome important facts have been
Jearned in regard to the terrible dis-
ease, One is that the germs do not
ap| to travel like those of cholera or
yellow fever, but to be stationary and
confined to the patient and his imme-
diate surroundinge. The malady in-
variably,asfar as has been ascertained,
ie brought by & sick person from place
to place. Another discovery equally
jmportant is that the piague microbe,
whose period of incubation is trom
eight to nine daye, seems fo thrive in
dilute ecarbolic acid, while it died
when expored to & low temperature in
which other microbes would live.

The efforts made fo conquer the dis-
easedn Hong Kong werecrowned with
guceess, volunteers formed brigades
and visited every house in the city.
The habitations were scoured from roof
to cellar and every spot disinfected,
Bick, dying and dead were removed
and furniture: and rubbish burped.
Bteamers and junks were inspected

and every avepnue of ingress closely
watched. ‘The deadly foe had carried
off probably 10,000 victims, but it was
conquered at last by the energetic and
systematio applieation of sanitary
regulations. The eity had suffereu
immensely, however, and it wiil take
a long time for it to fully recover. On
May 1 the population was estimated at
230,000 while two months later it had
scarcely 100,000, Hundreds of stores
had been closed and hundreds of resi-
dences were abandoned. All this was
caused chiefly Ly the ineffici-
ency of the government coffi-
cials and their tardiness in
dealing with the matter.
more prompt action at the outset a
great commercial center would have
been saved from ruin.

The experience with the Aasiatic
plague this time and its appearance
shortly aiter the invasion of the French
in Tonquin, suggests the neceseity of
some international measure for the
cenquest of disease germs. It is well
enough to open. up new countries lor
commercial purposes and for the spreau
of elvilization, but if such new coun-
tries are breeding places of epldemics,
it ebould be the duty of the advancing
representatives of civilization to look
to it that the regions are thoroughly

cleaned and drained. The black
plague has not recently spread
terror outside of Asgia, but chol-
era is yearly finding 1ita way

to Europe trom places where sanitary
regulations are almost unknown, al-
though they are in constant communi-
cation with the outside world. It is
more than probable that with intelli-
gent effort on the part of those
concerned, epidemics could be almost
stamped out from the earth, and
countries llke China and Asiatio
Turkey ought not to be allowed for-
ever to remaln sources of danger to the
rest of mankind on account of their
slowness to comprehend the necesgity
of cleaning thelr cities and villuges.

—_——

THE CASE OF EZETA.

The question of what to do with
Antonio Ezeta, ex-president of Balva-
dor, is one of much interest at present.
When the ex-president found refuge
on board the Bennington, the new gov-
ernment of the republic had not been
recognized by the United States.
Shortly after, it was formally recog-
nized, however, and made a demand
for the extradition of KEzeta, charging
bhim with murder, arson and many
other erimes, It is understood thatour
government has agreed to allow extra-
dition papers to be eerved upon the
fugitive before a writ of habeas corpus
in- his behalf ocan be served upon
the captain of fthe Bennington,
and tbay the vessel therefore is kept
outslde the three-mile limit and not
allowed to enter the harbor until this
ariange nent shali have been carried
out, The prineipal question involved
is whether a political fugitive who as
such has found am asylum on an
A merican man-of-wur can be delivered
up to a foreign government on orimi.
nal charges preferred afterwards and
evidently for the sole purpose of hav-
ing him returned and tried on charges
of a political nature. As the goverk-
ment .at Washington bhas decided to
give the ex-president every oppor-

With-

tunity to show cause why he should
not be extradited, it is expected
that the discussien of this question
will lead to a final decision of some
very interesting points of interna-
tional law,

According to the regulations of the-
navy department the commander of
the Bennington was justified in taking:
Ezeta on board, for according to these
regulatione, United Btates ships were
to be made & place of refuge for per-
sons, other than criminals, including
political refugees, ‘“‘as the claims of
bumanity may require.”” To avoid
trouble in the future in casessimilar
to that of Ezeta this regulation has now
been changed and the right of asylum
restricted to ‘‘extreme or exceptional
oases, such ae the pursnit of a refugee
by a mob,”? By this regulation, the
policy of granting the right of asylum
is entirely reversed. It is stated that
ithas no foundation in international
law but rests entirely on custom.

BRITISH DECADENCE,

The decline of Britain from her
boasted supremacy in the manufactur-~
ing industries has caused her states-

men and political economists much
worry,and though natural vanity makes.
them loth to admit that their country
is being passed in the race, they are
ocoasionally compelled to do so by the
stern facts presented, Another
instance now comes to the front, and
one that eeems to be particularly gall-
ing to British pride, ﬁldging from the
remarks of the London fronmonger, an
influential journal among tradesmen.
This paper announces that there mre
many braoches of metal manufacture
in whioh the Germans and Belglans,
as shownin the Antwerp exposition,
excel the English, ana regretfully
accepls the view of ite correspondent
who is *““decidedly of the opinion that
British supremacy in manufactures is
slowly but surely vaunishing.’’? The
Ironmonger adds that **it iz as well
that the view should be emphasized,
lest by inertnees, inattention snd over
confidence we go down the incline
with unnecessary rapidity.*’

As n means of checking this ten~
dency, the Ironmonger approves the
policy now adopted by many British
manufacturers of refusing to exhibit
their products at international falras
lest they be copied by rivals.
Thia 1is =& direct confession that
the paper lacks confidence in the
ability of the Briton to maintain his
own in the open fleld. There wasa
time when he was more than anxioua
to display his handiwork in exposi-
tions, being confident that none could
surpass him. Bat now that is chang-
ing, apd while he might bear being
outrivaled by hils younger relative on
this side of the water, to be beaten by
the continental manufaciurers is,in the
opinion of the paper quoted from,
rather more than should be submitted
to in public at least,

“SC0TCH OFFIOIAL corruption wher-
ever found!” shrieks an exchange; to
which may weil be added, ‘‘Irish,
Epglish, German, American and
every other kind of official corrup-
tion wherever found should be not
scotched but killed,””



