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teetotaltotal amount used by the world
TMthe states is now probablyy
headahead of it aud we are increasing our

product every year the english coal
veins are thin the miners have to lie
oncm their sides to work many of them
they have dug out the surface coal and
they are now working dtA great depthsdepth
one Eenglish vein fourteentour teen and a half
inches wide is already down over
twelve hundred feet such a vein
would not be worked to any great depth
in america the newcastle coalcoalfieldfield
which is the richest in england has veins
from three to six feet thick while the
wales coal veins are less than three feetbeet

in thickness some of our pennsylvania
anthracite veins run from ivirty feet to
sixty feet in thickness while the pitts-

burg bitumenbituminousus coal veins are from
ightbt to sixteen feet thick at the pres

it is estimated thatof miningenent rate
all the Engenglishlih coal will be exhausted in

is worked down tovearsyears if it
feer and this will be testfeet deeper
than any of the english mines now
workedcorked notwithstanding the enormous
amounts of coal which we have taken
out of our anthracite region it is est-

imated that we could go onod at the pre
sent rate for years

As england goes further down her
K f coatcoal mining will become more expensive

imeane herber days as a manufacturing nation
amg consequently numbered already
we surpass beraher a great deal in

a d there isis no doubt that wer to
with our vatvast supplies of coal and iron
Aa to be the chief manufacturing nation
ofrf the future

f our appalachian coal feeds aloneafons
i auld y the world with fuel for cen
1 baries they are the largest and rich

st known and they are so situated that
thehe coal can be shipped from them long

by water from pittsburgPuts burg
caal can be carried foror eighteen thou-

sand miles on navigable streams and the
te fires of the south blaze with the

allays8 from the black diamonds from pen
nia the ohio river is the great

f
i chute foforr the mississippi valley

TUTsU coal is carried down it in great bar
i pushed by little steamers and so

ned together that a single steamer

si push acres of coal loads of
thousandhousand tons are taken A vastaty

adoun ot coal is carried on the canals

lattid the great lakes form one of the chief
highwaysways ot thecialthe coal traffic

i the amount of coal carried on the
1 is almost beyond conception
K ph and reading has more
bihan fifty thousand coal cars which are

E braggeded by nine hundred coal lococo
1 ites these cars are kept busy in car

anthracite coal the pennsylvaniapennsylva nia
lapreadla readad employs more than seventy

d ccarsars lorfor the movement of its
l aal and coke trade and the central

ri road of new jersey carries about
a im illion tons of te coal every
ightiS HT more coal is handled at new
orfa0 than at any other place in the

except london more than fifteen
bilion tons being used or transshippedtrans shipped

yessai point annually
V ae would think that there would be
iwonit of money in coal for the miners

is notenot aandnd it is a question
the present strike will materi

4 matmatters As far as strikes
jone in the east they have been
it the borkiworkinging men some years

11 D wright the united
commissioner of labor figured 1

1I
RMfit and loss of ten years of

L

striking in allalf branches of labor he es-
timated that the employedemp loyes during this
time lost fifty nine million dollars an av-
erage of forty dollars to each striker in-
volved while employersthe lost a little
more than halt the amount or thirty
million dollars

the coal miners live as poorly as any
other class otof workmen in the country
for the most part chev are in dirty vil-
lages with narrow streets their houses
Nackblackenedened by coal smoke in many
mining districts the houshousshousess belong to
the company owning the mines and the
miners pay rent for them so that when
a strike occurs and they are out of mon-
ey they are given orders to leave manyey
0of the houses have nothing more than
two rooms and a kitchen and in some
places th only stores at which the min-
ers can trade are the companascomp anys stores
with all etnis the american minersminers are far
better off than the miners of other
countries the coal miners otof japan
receive only a few cents a day both
women and men work in the mines and
the foreign ships which get coal at
japan are always loaded by women who
pass the coal up the sides of the ship in
baskets

women are ath used in the coal
mines of belgium they dress in trous-
ers just like the men and they do much
the same work they help load the
coal and in some ot the mines they
drag the cars from the tunnels to the
bottom cf the shaft L a
frenchman from whose book on unerunder

lifelie the illustrations of this
letter are taken describesdedecscribesribes the horrors of
their life in the mines for a long time
women were used in this way in england
and scotland and it was not until about
twenty five years ago that parliamentarliament
passed an act keeping them out

children are employed in the belgium
mines today the english and scotch
u ed them for years thetheyy were taken
into the mines at seven eight and nine
years of age and were kept there until
they grew up the Engenglishlisti coal veins
are very thin and the tunnels were not
more than a yard high these children
were used as beasts of burden chev
were harnessed to little carts filled with
coal and had to crawl along on all fours
with bells about their waists and chains
between their legs dragging the coal
cartscart to the surface women became de-
formedforr fed by this work they were dress-
ed inin trousers and shirts like men
they learned to fight and swear like the
men and became bad characters at
the age of fifty they were usually worn
out in scotland young women were
employedemp oyed to carry the coal on their
backs out of the mines they dragged
the coal to the foot of the laddersladden and
then loaded it on their backs holding it
there by a strap around the forehead
while they climbed up the ladders to get
it to the surface they worked from
twelve to fourteen hours a day and
would do work it is said which the men
would not do tramping through the
water with their loads of coal accord-
ing to law women cannot be employed
in our mines

boys however have been largely
used they drive the mules and in the
anthracite regions they pick over the
coal taking the slate and refuse out of
it they get from so50 to 6060 cents a day
for bending over the dusty cohlcoal roasting
in the summer and almost freezing inin
the winter they are frequently hurt
though it is by no means as bad with

our children as it was with those of
europe a few years ago when in one in-
vestigationvestigation it was stated that they
seldom slept with a whole skin and
that their backsback were cut with knocking
against the roof and sides olof the tunnels
and that the walking in the water cov-
ered their teetfeet with festeringle sores

have you ever been down in a coal
mine if so you can appreciate some of
the dangers of mining A coal mine is
like a great catacomb it is a city under
ground the walls of which in many
cases are upheld by timbers now and
then you come to rooms out of which
the coal has been cut the coal is taken
down with blasting powder and there
is danger of the wawall1 I1 falling and of the
miners being crushed

there is also danger from fire damp
or the union of the gases otof the mine
brought together by the light from a
lamp or candle this causes a great ex-
plosion it comes like a stroke of light-
ning and with a clap of thunder As
the explosion occurs a roaring whirlwind
otof flame goes through the tunnels pull-
ing down the timbers and caving in the
walls it burns everything within reach
miners are blinded scorched and some-
times burned to cinders hundreds
have often been killed at a time by such
explosions and by the flood of carbonic
acid gas which follows them the sta-
tistics show that even in the united
states one amerminer is killed for every hun-
dred thousand tons of coal mined and
those who are injured number many
times this proportion
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nitric acid caused the death of ah
li mvaaa chinaman inlathethe employ ofdt
theme aan francisco dorittWor tet
at Fiew minga point near weak
berkeley colC ouon monjay sitnig ILt
rueroje acid splashed in tiianie faccibaoe and

itsita fatal pro itress could be
t copped it bad almost away

tiianis featuresrea luree ah lowleoa worked asae a
barrow ru ner in tholh company mitrie
department hishie duty waswaa to wheel a6

of tiethe soldacid to tootie mixing dooin
waberbeati it weewae into a new
cion he waswa allowed a helper fj0 loadfood
audand the carcarboyboys tuesday
morning icema helper
elsewhere wadand he sought totjt j place a
cLr boyon hrhis barrow without

nosdoe abe orifice of tuetoo large gliagiar
receptacle wallwaa botot closed and aff hebet
struggled to raise it to the truck the

soldicid splashed through thebe opeopeningalliff
bathing the wantsmana face he ell to the
ground and writwritneytied in agony neighI1

boring workmen splashed water unon ob
face seeking kostopto atop theithe acolon of the
poisonous fluid but without effect

BR H trenouthTrenjuth theft
attempted to neutralize the acid by
applying adada water and bicarbonate
of eoda and bandaged the eltos i

ace leata decided to0o tablake
nimaim to a chinese doctor in danbaa fran 1

aleco but leflem to catch their trainonto
A otof drugs was thej

ibbe chinese gampcamp at the
power works aud a lotion apali
pliedpiled to hisbla toesace with a feather toe
application relieved the pain bubuta fludid

ot neutralismneutraliseneutralise theme acidaola and with ha
ace burned and halthalf eaten awaaway aliK
lim died at 9 ofia look tuesday sitalgal 1 q


