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parlors a library and a dining room
which are znoio feet in length and so join
ed by double doors that you can stand atai
one end and look clear through to the
therother I1 cannot describe the magnif-
icence of its furniture and its
there are carving plate glass and ex-
pensive frescoes everywhere and the
kitchens of the house are quite as inter-
esting as the parlors you could roast
an ox on the vice presidents range A
railway has been built to carry the ashes
outbout of the house the kitchen is walled
with china tiles and there is a hearth of
costly tiles twenty four feet longangi in front
of the cooking stove the bubuildingid i ng is
tanisanitarytary throughout and if the vice
president will come to the assistance of
the democratic president there will be
no trouble about this house matter being
settled the dining room will be amply
big enough for a state dinner and even
the diplomats who have been accustom-
ed to the palaces of europe will not be
out of place in it

THE BLAINE MANSION

it will be a queer thing if president
cleveland should at some time during
his term rent the blaine mansion the
thing is not yet an impossibility the
millionaire leiter of chicago who has
now a lease upon it will have one of the
finest houses in the united states of his
own within a stones throw of it next
fall and the blaine house will probably
be again on the market mr leiter has
rented it for years his first lease was
it is said at the rate of 13 a year for
five years and at the eaend of this time
another lease was made so I1 am told at

or a year the blaine
mansion is about a mile from the white
house and is one of the biggest houses
here it is a red brick and it has it is
said more rooms than the british
legation there are two main entrances
to it onone for carriages on massachusetts
avenue and another by a fine stone stair-
case on dupont circle passing up the
latter between brass railingsfailingsrailings you enter
a hall fifteen feet wide and tonyforty five feet
long at the back of which is ahandsome
fireplace and mantel into which is set
a great plate glass mirror at the right
is the reception room and on the left are
parlors through which you pass into the
drawing room and library the dining
room is hardly large enough for state
dinners but it has a dumbwaiterdumb waiter as big
as a good sized elevator and this waiter
runs from the floflooror to the roof the in-
terior of this house is finished in beauti-
ful woods the windows are of plate
glass there are numerous chambers
and the most elegant of bath rooms in-
cluding a hot air and turkish bath
chamber there is a billiard room in
the basement and there are smoking
rooms loafing rooms and all the accom-
panimentspani ments of a millionaires palace it
requires a retinue of servants to keep it
in order and I1 have heard it estimated
that it would take at least 5050 a day to
live properly in it the sanitary ar-
rangementsrange ments of it however are perfect
and baby ruth would be sure of having
good air and the atmosphere of summer
ifaadf her father does not stint the coal

A millionaires PALACE

speaking of leitersdeitersLei big house I1
visited it yesterday and in company
with the steward went over it from attic
to basbasementAdment an army of workmen are
now hammering away at it and this
perhaps the most elegant mansion in the
country is now rapidly approaching

completion the ground on which it
stands cost it will cost thous-
ands upon thousands of dollars tolo build
the house and the interest on ithebe money
invested in it will annually amount to a
good sized fortune it is on dupont
circle and new hampshire avenue and
it is a massive four story building of
milwaukee brick cream white in color
and polished like marble these bricks
form the outside coating of the house
and it took of them to cover it
the bricks were all selected ones made
with great care and the process of
selection was so careful that out of a lot
of bricks only were chosen
the effect of these bricks is that of mar-
ble or rather of a delicate ivory and
the house is more beautiful than any
marble palace I1 have ever seen on the
new hampshire avenue side there isis a
vast porte cocheres of white stone upheld
by ionic pillars as large around as the
biggest oak tree you have ever seen and
reaching to the height of a three story
house passing through these you come
to a wide entrance way the staircases of
which are of polished white marble
beautifully carved and of the delicate
tint of an iridescent pearl the stair-
case leads first to the basement where
are the reception rooms almost on a
level with the ground however and
where the guests walk blowndown this mag-
nificentent marble staircase to take off their
things and where there are all con-
veniences at the right of this staircase
and at the left are two others leading to
the first floor or the parlors and dining
room and these are immense and they
will be finished most gorgeously

A WONDERFUL BASEMENT

but first let me tell you something
about the basement or ground floor
you can get lost in it there are
rooms for all sorts of purposes here
are two for ice and cold storage in
this ice house you could stow away
enough ice for a month and in it are
hooks where the beeves and sheep and
game shipped to mr leiter can be kept
for weeks all the beef and mutton
used in this house will come from his
big farm in wisconsin it will be killed
by his own butchers and shipped direct
to washington for his use this isis now
done at the blaine mansion take a
look at the kitchen the stove is nine
feet long and you could tved one of
john wanamakersWana makers sunday school pic-
nics
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with the food that could be cooked
on it at one time it has a ventilator
over it which runs from the kitchen to
the roof and this is so operated by a tan
and an extra pipe that when mr leiter
eats sauer kraut or codfish the smell of
the cooking will go from the stove up
this ventilator and even after the dish
is taken off 0of the stove the pipes will
carry its aroma from the table to the
ventilator another curious arrange-
ment is the apparatus for keeping the
plates warm I1 venture to say that this
apparatus cost at least for it had to
be made especially for the house it
consists of a great boiler of heavy iron
as big around as a two bushel basket
and so heated by gas that a coil of pipes
running it to the butlers pantry
overhead is always filled with hot water
these pipes run back and forth in the
shape of a coil in a cupboard of zinczinc inin
the butlers pantry and in this cupboard
the platesplatesareare kept they grow warm
n a lewfew minutes and the cupboard is
large enough to hold the service of a
whole dinner there is a billiard room

tn i fmc I1wita254 feet square
and this as the whole house is heated
by hot water the pipes being so covered
up that you cant tell where the heat
comes from under many inviting
divans and beautiful resting places there
will be steam pipes and the arrange
ments for furnishing the heat are such
that it would automatically be kept at
an even temperature throughout the
whole house

THE PARLORS OF A CROESUS
none of the have yet been

done as to the parlors and dining room
but I1 can tell you something about
them the grand hallwayhall way on the first
floor is itself big enough for an ordinary
house the music hall or dancing room
is about twenty five feet wide and fifty
feet long it opens into a drawing room
and a great library which is awentwenty one
by forty five feet in length alfaly the
ceilings of this floor are fifteen feet high
and all will be finished in mahogany
the upper part of the house is to be
finifinishedshehyperin cherry in its natural color
polished like a piano and of the finest
selected varieties the third floor of
the same wood is to be painted a deli-
cate ivorivory and all the woodworkwood work of the
house wirlwill be like mirrors the floors
are to be of quartered oak and of the
heart of georgia pine only the finest
of selected woods are used and
thoroughly seasoned woods brought
from the plaining mills are reseasoned
here before they are put down

TURNING NIGHT INTO DAY

I1 cant begin to describe the queer
conceits of this house the lighting is
to be a revelation electelectricitylicit will turn
night into day and in the dyingdining room
and in the music hall the electric lights
will be so arranged that no one can see
where the light comes from but the
rooms will be brilliantly lighted by the
pressing of a button the whole houseaashas electric lights and electric bells in
each room there is a bell for the butler
and the ladies maid and a third servant
whose name I1 forget the lights are so
arranged that you can touch one button
and light the whole house or you can
turn on the light on a single floor or in a
single room the electric wires of the
building are all incasedencased in tubes so that
if ananythingthing gets out of order you can
pull tthelie wire out from the tube and pull
another within it at the same time with-
out disturbing the house these tubes
run all over the house the tubes from
the electric light wires are brass those
for the electric bells are of a different
composition but both are made so that
they are non conductors and wires are
also wrapped inin some non conducting
material

magnificent MANTELS AND BIG
BATH TUBS

the mantels are to be magnificent
there is one made of green marble in
the dining room running from the floor
to the ceiling which is made up of eight
thousand different pieces of marble and
which looks more like malachite than
anything else the dining room is
paneled in mahogany and some of the
most beautiful rooms in the house to me
are the bath rooms these are floored
and walled with ivory tilings and manmanyy
of them are as large as fair sized bed
rooms there are ten bath rooms in
the house all finished in this way and
each equipped with a bath tub 0of solid
porcelain so large that you could scald
a hog in it without scratching the sides


