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take wing, and again in the fall, or
grasshopper old Before mﬁing
wing the second time, and just after de-

THE “GRASSHOPPER” PLAGUE.

E grnnh opper, or locust, is minai .
E?ﬁm "lunk?ng AAL J araaAF Ober-

vation and chronicled facts did not tell
how destructive it is, there would be
diﬂdﬂz in believing how serious a
matter is its presence in any

Epdowed with an almost incredible vo-

racity; breeding with astonishing ra

pidity; and keeping together in innu-
merable myriads, they form one of the
most terrible plagues of Asia Minor,
Arabia, Egypt and adjacent countries.
An authority on the subject says of the
locust,: “‘In Arabia and other countries
that are infested by them, they come in
vast numbers on their corn when ripe,
and what they do not eat they infect
with their touch and the moisture com-
ing froma them; and afterwards dying in
great numbers they poison the air and
cause a pestilence.”

The insects which visited our Terri-
tory in such vast numbers last Summer
and Fall, depositing their eggs as they
passed along, which have hatehed out
this Spring, are undoubtedly of the
locust species; and observations made
relative to their peculiarities and habits
here and elsewhere, reveal some very
interesting particulars concerningthem.
Their movements indicate the guidance
and direction of some intelligence.
True to their instinets they will only
move in masses; but they are not like
bees which fly in swarms following the

queen bee, for the movement among |

the locusts is apparently simultaneous
over a surface of many square miles.
They will rise, too, hover around on
the wing for hours, and alight if the
wind is not blowing in the direction in
which they are traveling. And for
days and weeks they will travel for-
wards in almost a straight line, balting
at nights, during dull days, and while
unfavorable winds continue; but never
swerving from the course on which they
started, when their flight is renewed.

For some years past it has seemed as
if they were steadily working their way
East; for though they are exceedingly
numerous just now in this Territory, in
Montana and Idaho, they are still more
numerous, if we are to credit the pub-
lished reports, in various portions of
Nebraska, Kansas, Jowa and Western
Illinois, and away southward in Texas.
On their flight in this region last Sum-
mer they traveled south east and north-
east, according to the best information
we have been able to obtain.

This is confirmatory of the views ex-
pressed by a writer in the Council
Bluffs Demoerat, who says that ‘‘by
some inscrutable Providence, the plague
while having its birth in the extreme
West, and although at periods alarm-
ingly threatening, has not come upon
the people like a thiefin the wight, but
rather as a warning of Providence.”
Further on be says: ‘‘They seem to be
the instruments of adire divine visita-
tion of wrath, yet beld in store, and to
be meted out in time upon sume people
and in some section eastward,”” He in-
timates that those now moving east-
ward are of two hatehings; and that
both small and large are doing their
best to make good progress; and thinks
the second crop will reach the eastern
States this season in time to deposit
their eggs this Fall. However that may
be, the great extent of country over
which they are now spread, and their
fecundity are ominous of heavy loss and
conse quent suffering through their rav-
ages in coming seasons, unless they
should be destroyed in some way,
which does not seem likely judging
from the tenacity with which they
cling to life. | \

Of the habits and characteristics of the

rasshopper or locust, the writer in the

mocrat says:

“There are some things very remarka-
ble about the hopper not generally
known abroad, which we shall attempt
to give as we have learned the facts.
The grasshopper has heretofore only left
1ts birth or hatch-place at maturity when
1ls wings are fully developed, flying in
such dense clouds miles above the earth
at times as to obscure the sun and to in-
duce twilight! While on the wing, the
period of incubation oceurs, and they are
on the wing only during daylight, stop-
ping like human trave ers, to feed and
restat night It is at these rests that
vegetation suffers, and when, at the
right season, they dejosit their eggs in
piles under the ground, hundreds and
thousands in each grave This, how
ever, does not oceur til! shout middle
life, by grasshopper calendar, or about
the second or third month after they
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{ hoppers will ¢ling to the warm rails in

locality. |

'lic that they are truthful, honest, and

their puny wings.
We have heard it positively asserted

that on the lines of railway, the grass-

such masses as to check the progress of
the driving wheels of locomotives by
greasing the iron and clogging the
wheels! . However remarkable this
may appear, it is fully established by
unimpeachable authority as true.”

When it is considered that they some-
times fly in clouds so deuse as to obscure
the sun and produce an appearance of
twilight, the last statement made does
not appear g0 incredible. In all times
and in all countries visited by them,
they have been looked upon as a plague.
Famine and pestilence have often fol-
lowed them. They devour’ and poison,
and everytbing green of which they
eat is blighted, Aund where they invade
a land in suflicient numbers, their pre-
sence may well be viewed as a national
calamity,

e

EARLY ACTION IN FAVOR OF
RAILROAD. |
AS the construction of the Pacific Rail-
road is just now occupying a considera-
ble share of public atteotion, and is still
likely to do =o for some time to come,
the present seems to be an appropriate
season to explain our position respecting
this great enterprise. The opinion has

so situated, as to amply supply the build-
ers of said road with materials and pro-
visions for a considerable portion of the
route, and to carry on an extensive trade
after the road is completed.” . This me-
morial wassigned by Governor Brigham
Young, March 3, 1852, and concludes as
follows:

“Your memorialists are of opinion
that the mineral resources of California,
and these mountains, can never be fully
developed to the benefit of the people
of the United States, without the con-
struction of such a road; and upon its
completion, the entire trade of China
and the East Indies will pass through
the heart of the Union; thereby giving
our citizens almost entire control of the
Asiatic and Pacifie trade; pouring into,
the lap of the American States, the mil-
lions that are now diverted through
other commercial channe's: and last,
though not least, the road herein pro-
posed, would be a perpetual chain, or
iron band which would effectually hold
together our glorious Union with an
imperishable identity of mutual inter-
est; thereby consolidating our relations
with foreign powers in times of peace
and our defense from foreign invasion
by the speedy transmission of troops
and supplies, in times of war,

“The earnestattention of Congress to
this important subject is solicited by
your memorialists, who, in duty bound,

been widely entertained, and freely pub-
lished by many newspaper writers, that
the people of Utah were opposed to the
construction of the Pacific Railroad.
This statement has been made without |
there being any more foundation on
which to base it, than the imagination of
these writers, They have supposed that
the Railroad, when completed, would
bring outside influesces in con-
tact with us, which, they thought, we
could not endure and would break us up.
Giving the leading citizens of our Terri-
tory the credit for perceiving that these
would be the results of the building of
the railroad, they have come to the con-
clusion that this grand underiaking
would meet with opposition here. They
have not had avy grounds for thesesup-
positions, opinions and conclusious, and
those who have written in this strain
have, in so doing, betrayed inexcusable
ignorance of the real feelings of the peo-
ple of this Territory, of which they pro-
fessed to know so much,

The time is fast passing away when
the people of Utah will be under the
necessily of defending their motives and
characters even to the extent they do at
present. Circumstaunces are so shaping
themselves that they will be relieved
from this labor. They will be kuown
and understood without having recourse
tothis. Already we see a great change
in this respect. Popular delusions re-
specting the “*“Mormons’’ are fast passing
away. It is becoming tolerably well
known that they do not wear horns,
that they do not have cloven feet, that
they are not ogres, and that they do not
live by preying upon mankind. It does
not require the testimony now that it
once did to convince the intelligent pub-

industrious, and that a man who is not
a “"Mormon’ can live among them with-
out being in constant fear of his life,

There issome disapporntment just now
being felt by some parties because the
construction of the railroad is favored by
the people of Utah. The acceptance of
a contra¢t by President Young for the
grading of the road from the head of
Eeho Cafion to this valley, and the hear-
tiness with which the people manifest a
desire to takehold of the job, take away
the thunder of these writers, whose cap-
ital stock is the wrong-doings and sin-
fulness of the ‘“Mormons.”” An oppo-
sition on the part of our citizens to the
railroad, or even reluctance to aid in its
construetion, would have furnished
needy seribblers matter for interminable
diatribes respecting our disloyalty and
barbaric tendencies. Sueh action or
disrnaitiun on our part would have been
a lucky windfall for them. But we
would have to deny all our past wishes
and action were we to do so.

From the earliest days of our settle-
ment in these valleys, the constuetion
of a railroad across the continent has
been desired and looked forward to wirth
pleasure by the leading minds of the
community. Asearly as the winter of
185)-2 we find the Legislative As-embly
memorializing Congress ‘“For the con-
struction of a gr-at National Central
Railroad to the Pacifiec Coast.”” This
road to be built from some eligible point

on the Mississippi or Missouri rivers to

will ever pray.”

Two years afterwards, the Governor
and Legislative Assembly of the Terri-
tory of Utah, sent another Memorial to
Congress on the same subject. In that
Memorial they expressed their desire to
see the project successfully earried out—
“that it is with no ordinary feelings of
interest that we witness the progress of
events, which appear probable to result
in the construction of a railway across
the continent.”” @ The Memorial also
sketched a route which the signers
thought most feasible, anditis remarka-
bly significant that the route now adop-
ted is almost entirely that which was
then designated.
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FROM TUESDAY'S DAILY.

CORRESPONDENTS Writing for publiecation are
requested Lo write on one side of the paper only,

No notiee can be taken of anonymous com-
munications. Correspondents’ names must in
every instance acecompany thelr eommunica-
tions, not necessarily for publieation, but asa
gnaran'ee of reliability,

(COMMENCEDP GoINg, — Bishop Proetor, with
thirty men and jour leams siaried out from
the 10th Ward jfor s.eho Kanyon this morning,
towork on President Young'’s conirset on the
Hatirond, They are pretty well provided with
tools for thelr work, and have a month’s pro-
visions with them,

RETURNING.—By letter from San Francisco,
duted the 2nd, we learn that Eiders Alma [,
Smith, Ephraim Green and C. Bovden, with
their famibies, arrived in that elty on the 1st
inst,, Irom the Saundwich Islands, on their way
o their homes in this Territory., Tuey were*'all
in comiurtable henlth,”

FoLL FLEDGED.—This morning fall-fledged,
though not fall-grown, grasshoppers were fly-
ing around, seewingly enjoying thelr aerial
powers and the warm sunsbipe, ‘LThese ure
probably of tne first that were hatched out, and
we may look for them moving soon in some
directon, whether into neighboring grain
flelds or 1o more distant parts, 1t is impossible
tosay. Vast pumbers, by their size, look as if
they wonld have their wings out in the course |
of 4 week,

TROUT SPAWN AND TROUT CULTURE.—
Through the Kkindness of Hon. W, H.
Heooper, our esteemed Delegate, who has
received nemerous letters from this Terri-
tory desiring information concerning fish
culture, we have received a circular pub-
lished by Mr. Seth Green, of Mumford,
Monroe County, New York, the celebrated
experimentalist in fish-culture, Mr. Green
has been trying for, and will likelv receive,
an appropriation from Congress, to enable
him to fully test his theory on this subjeect.
We publisb the cireular for the benefit of
the people atlarge throughout the Territory:

“GENERAL DIRECTIONS,

Build your ponds according to the amount
of water you have. Ifyou have but little,
build small. The water should be changed
every 24 or 48 hours, and the oftener it
changes the better. 'The trout can be very
plenty if they have sufficient fresh water
and food.

I sell impregnated spawn from the first of
November to the first of March, for ten dol-
lars per thousand for lots less than 5000; For
5000 or over, eight dollars per thousand,
shipped in moss. I ean send them a fifty |
days’ journey packed in a box with moss. I|
place the moss box in a tin pail, filled with |
saw dust, so that thespawn will not feel the |
change of heat and cold.

DIRECTIONS FOR HANDLING THE SPAWN, |
—Pick the moss carefully off from the top of
the spawn. Then put the box ina pan of
water and turn it nearly bottom side up,

| b{ agitating the water with the bearded end
a

of a feather. The dead spawn will turn a
milk white color,and should be picked out.
Your trough shounld be so arranged that the
water will run in it about twelve feet
minute. The water should be filtered
running through gravel or cloth screens, to
prevent the sediment from reaching the
spawn. I run abeout one inch of wuter over
my spawn, and ifany sediment gets on them
and is allowed to remain there long, it will
surely kill them, Remove all sediment
with the bearded end of a quill by agitating
the water, without touching the spawn.

Large ponds with but little water, get too
warm in summer and too cold in winter,
for Trout to do well. It is detrimental to
have any other fish with Trout. Any kind
of fish or fish spawn is good for feed. The
young should be fed twice per day very
slowly—if fed fastthe food sinks and be-
fouls the trough, and the Trout will sicken
and die. If fed regularly and the trough
kept clean with a good change of water, and
not kept too thick, they will live and do
well, If neglected they will surely die.

It is for the benefit of customers to send

orders early in the season, as they cannot be
shwped in warm weather with safety,

HAT IS DEATH TO SPAWN.—T'he sun,

sediment, rats, mice, snails, erawfish and

many water insects,
My troughs are 25 feet lon
wide,

and 15 inches
The water that feeds each trough

would go through a half inch hole with a
three inch head. Use fine

gravel that has
no iron rust in it. My troughs are three
inches higher at the head. The average
temperature of the water is 45°, and the tish
hatch in 70 days. Every degree colder or
warmer will make about six days’ differ-
ence in hatching. Trout hateh the soonest

in warm water, The sack on their bellies

sustains them for for 40 or 45 days after
hatching; then they need food. I use beef
liver, chop with a razor or sharp knife,
nearfy to the consistency of blood. If you

have small streams or shallow water near

the head of your pond, put a few in a place

in the stream and pond, and they will take
care of themselves better than you can. The
object of distributing them is that they will
Eat more food. All old streams and

ponds

ave plenty of food for small Trout and
large, which you will find by examining
the moss, sticks and stones in your ponds
and streams, as they are full of water in-
sects.

I sell young Trout, one inch long, for $40
per thousand delivered at your nearest ex-
greas station, or§30 at my ponds. They can

e carried in cans or barrels any distance
when small, and during the months of Jan-
uary, February and March, They cannot
be carried with safety in warm weather
without a great deal more trouble, It takes
as much water to support a one year old
Trout as it does a thousand small ones, of
sufficient s1ze for stocking ponds and for
shipping

I do all my selling Trout and spawn for
stocking during the months of November,
December, January, February, Mareh,
April and May. My Trout begin to spawn
the first of November and cease the first to
March,

All orders filled promptly.
SETH GREEN,
P. 0., Mumford, Monroe Co., N.Y.

Telegraphic address, Caledonia, Livingston
Co., N. Y. Ponds, three-fourths of a mile
{from Caledonia.”

<o
FROM WEDNESDAY'S DAILY.

TaHE “HoPPERS.""—We have been Informed to-

day by diflerent parties from Mi | Creek and
South Cottonwooil, that partienlar smash is

being played with the **shoals anag nations’ of
grasshopgpers 1o that gquarter, by a small worm
that has made {18 appearance amobg them, It
has the appearance of & maggot, and 1s kllling
Lhe destructive little pests in large numbers,
Sthould this antidote spread over the country,
the grasshoppers may be prevented from
damaging the crops much more than they have
a ready done,

1t is encouraging to eonstantly hear from
various parts ot tne Territory, that notwith-
standing the ravagzes of the“hoppers,” in many
pluces the prospects are good for fair crops and
In some places 1or good oues,

ReECoVERING.—Bro. Peter Nebeker called at
eur office to-day, He is still very weak from
the effeets of the blow he received some time
since, We are giad tosee him so0 far recovered
as to be able to get about a little,

FiLLMoRE.—We learn by letter from J. H,
Pugmire, dated the Sth inst,, that a Female
Reliel Society had been lately organized at
Fillmore, Mrs. E., Holbronk was appointed
Presidentess, and Mary A.MeBrideand Matilda
King as Counrelors, and Mrs. M. Robinson,
Treasurer, and Mrs. K. Lyman, Secretary.

Bro. P, says, that notwithstanding the
grasshoppers have done some damage, good
crops are expected in that part of the Territory.

Special HNotices,

WasTtep:—One hundred and fifty cords of
red pine wood at the Paper Mill, tf

AGENTS of the DesERET NEWS will please en-
deavor to eollect what Rass they ean, and for-
ward at their earliest convenienece, tf

For HALE.—-TWH good second hand wagons
for sale, cheap. Apply to Angus M, Cannon,
DeSERET NEWS OFFICE. tf




