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Xn . YORK TBAD E. won in do lmpie tons, aa an laws are tion ef Angela, had' vaul.shed' Trotn the
mind of the .children jrt

--pre rtrr Hut
Joseph Smith, prompted by- - the Spiritof God, cnotM an I fwlly believe, as
the old prophet were, from before the
begianint? of the worUi to lav the

v

Latter-da-y Saints.' They do bear wit-
ness unto the heavens, unto God the
Eternal father, unto holy angels, and
unto all men, that whatever unbelief
may prevail elsewhere, whatever ' the
feelings of scepticism may be In other
lands and amonsr other nconles. thoy

cerningtbe truth. This was the crime,
the great sin, at least, of the Jewi.--h
u.ttioiu , Liyht cauie luto the world,
but men chose darkness rather than
light, tneretore - tne . light that waa i
ttiem Wcsjuue darkness. - The Jewith
natitsa becaMe abandoned to hardueta
of heart and unbelief. Thcv we re lei t

A Fall Lino of Masses', CLildrciv'a and '. Jufninte-'.-I ' fabemaclt. Salt Lake City,
Sunday evening, ( Quarterly Confer- - : j s:. 1 i :';l- -
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Of 7llUamj t lloyt'a make, la

Sandals, Ties, etc:, also

foundation ' of this srreat latter --dav
Iwoik, was moved npon to lnrlr oj
I Uodj 1 wilt read" ailttto-o- r wliat t-- f
,f iiu concerning teis i ; i ;,f i
: 44While I was laborlmr under the ex
troiue dilQcblties. causetL b the con- -. f
tests of these parties of religionists, 1.
waa one dav. readiilir the .. F. puttie of

HJaates, firt chapter aud fifth verse,
which reads, ii any of yoa laok, wisdom
let him ask of God, that rtvcth mdyUlmen Hi h rail? aud upbraldftthl aatwid

ilt sliiu be given him. -- Never did anv
lassasre of Mrriptufe bme with more
power tothr heart of man than this-di- l

at tiii.H time to mine. "It wrim-- d tenter with vrreat force Hnto every feel-I- n
of my hearW I reflected On it againand aitUi, knowing that if 4tny ,vnrmm

needed wisdom from God?T" flld;for
II i oiiUiH iftom willow than tlfeejf-- f

liai . wotilil AVtr kruiw t Ui i LtA i
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wnentneyare understood.
There is no suspensioiL of law on the

fart of our Father whea He Interposesof His children. He has min-
istering spirit .who minister unto
those, as the Apostle tells us, wbo
shalll be heirs --of salvations Jems
conveys the idea very beautifully when
iie says mai not one nair oi our headafalls to the ground unnoticed. . Thiswas the kind of faith which He taughtHis disci pies, and it is the kind of faiththat was believed in by - tliej anClenta,
by those who wrote the Bible, by thosewho wrote the Book of Mormon, andIt is the faith that is transmitted to us
which God is endeavoring o establish
In the hearts of the children of meu.to
bring them nearer to IHra, and enablethem to partake of that power whichHe is willing to bestow-- upon, men If
they will folio w after Him.As I hare Bald,., the history of thisChurch irf li of "instances of thischaracter. When wie sUrted out frora
the State of Illiuoia and crossed the
Mississippi when it was frozen over,the leading men of this Church, send-
ing their wagons on with the few goods
they had, they launched forth Into a
wilderness, not knowing where theywere going. Mosea and the children
of Israel, when they --

lefti2gvpt. had a
moreidehnlte idea of their destination
than the Latter-da- y Saints had when
they left Illinois ; because the children
of Israel knew that the promises which-ha-

been made to their father Abraham
concerning Canaan, and which was
the residence of the heads 'of their
tribes) most; be tulllUed The .tradi-
tions of the' rccTDle1ed them to look
back to Canaan as, the land which theywould eventually Inherit. But there
Were no such traditions for us to lean
upon. Before the people stretched an
uninhabited wilderness, two thousand
miles in extent, concerning which but
nine was KftewBf ,nrt tne people bad
no hesitations God had spoken bv the
mouth of His Servant-Jose- ph Smith,the Prophet, concerning the Latter-da- y

Saints, that they should be in the
kockv Mountain aud should bacaine.. mimAtVlf'ia nui.n 1 a m ....... t-- 1 .J
Aiie xweive Aposiies wno tnenpresia- -.
ed over the Church were lediStheSpirit of God to -- organize thai pee pieinto companies, and to encourage them
to look forward to a Journey in the
wilderness to a land to which" God
would lead us. and that . when we
should find it we should
know it was the land that
for us. There were Inviting places in
iowa, for Iowa was then comparative
ly uninhabited. We followed Indian
trails with our wajjoua, for there, was
no regular wairon road. We built
bridges across the streams of Iowa
thatls, streams that were not fordable

over which to take our ; wagona-an- d

cattle The whole country was a waste.
The Latter-da-y tiaints might, had theychosen, have settled there, but the
voice of the SDirlt was not - to settle
there. ; We crossed the Missouri Elver,
remained during the winter upon Its
banks, and then in the spring the pio-
neers launched out through what is
now the State of Nebraska, which waa
then Indian Territory. The fertility of
those plains did not tempt them to
make that their abidinz nlaee. bntthev
pressed on, not a man in the company
knowing where they were going, not a
man In the company who had ever trod
the ground before, or who knew any-
thing, by practical experience of the
character of the ' region upon which
they were entering. A . .

- Now, this was faith In God. It Is
easy to say, after it has been demon
sirateu mat settlements could be made
in these mountains, that crops could
pe raised it is easvto say that this
wa9 not much of aa undertaking I am
reminded of a story told of Columbus.
After lie had made the discovery of
America and returned to Spain, unon
one occasion, while at a banquet witha number of Spanish grandees, some
one made light of the discovery be had
made, of the voyage that he had under-
taken aud the result of It. , He picked
UP an egg that was lyinsr near. , and
asked which of them could make that
egg stand on end..; They all tried it,but failed; they could' not .make the
egg stand on end. lie thereupon took
the ecs. knocked it on the . table aiul
Jlattened it, and made the egg stand.

Ge itlemen' said he "It Is easv- - to
make an egg stand on end when, you
know how to do it." It is easv to dis4
cover a land after it has been discov-- .
ered. It is easy to talk about the seti
tlernent of these valleys, and that
which has been done here, after the
work has been accomplished and the
problem has beo solved ; after it hasi
been demonstrated beyond all possiblekdoubtthat thidtountry is habitable
taat tnese vaiievs wtti produce crops to

humafT"" me, - and , that
these etreamsT that flow , from
the i mountain 4- - can be: used
for the irrhratincr of these lamls and

sed; successfully .-- But there was sv

lime 'V iiee uirce was uouub uoncerningthis. When, the pioneers reached this j
valler. there was no doubt in the mind
of the man who led the peopie, what-
ever there might be in tlie minds of
others. His mind was clear, and the
whole people felt that he had th risen t
from God, as His servant, fo designate
the SDOt. They bad faith to beliere
that God would sustain them IfWdoing
wnactney were 101a, ana tney pianrea
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taw least-hav- e, unwaveringly and
doubtingly, reiled upon ills glorious
promises, and are willine to trut Him
to the very uttermost, beaeviiig tuat He
Is indeed a God who is, I have said
near at hand and sot afar off. . In 1:k t,
outside of this people you enn st aroely
tmd a man or a- - women who bits - any
clear conception concerning; God Illm-ael- i.

Ycm ask" members of churches,

the Being whom you worship?" and
the reply, doubtless, of many would
be, 44Kreat is the mystery of godlinests.That la something we do jiot. compre-
hend. " It is a forbidden topic, aim
Voa ask mini. tars of reliiou concern-
ing the character and form of God, and
how few there are who will attejupt tot.
make any sort olTt reasonable answer.
They have no Idea, scarcely., , lo tney
believe Him to be a personal 'being? 1

have scarcely ever found profei-sin-

Christian who did believe., this. They
say God is a spirit. Truejicnough. But
has God no powers.'4 Is God u diffused I

substance. All lug all creation? That
is the Idea that many have. And you
get tne professed Christian and the
professod In tide 1,, anJ let each, of them
talk aboht God, and they are ' as near
together as it is possible .to be. The
iutldel wbo has no faith In Gcd believes
In nature jThe Christian,who professes,
tobetievcin God, if he attempts to de
fine his God will descilhe him solne-thin- g

as an inddel would .tho creative
power.

But what is the truth concerning
Godl" Let ns bear what Moses says :

4'And God said, let us inake man In
our liuaire, after our likeness: aud let
jthem have dominion over theiish of the
eea, and over the fowl vf the air, and
over the-cattl- and over all the earth,
and every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth. . -

r4'iioIrod creatcif inan In his own Im- -
agef mtne image f or; uoa createa-Ti- e

him : male and female creatt'd! "lie
themV., ' - "' r -

.. .M ' L 1 S 1 - I 1 .11.1' w imiav' vvttui ue pjniuer u-u- iniai
"God created man in Jiis own image.
In the lmage.of God created - he him;
male and female created he them."
Again Moses says : t H

This is the book 6f the genera-
tions of AdainV Jn the day that God
created man, in. the likeness of God
made be. him : ) .i x ;(. ,,

Male and female created he them :

and blessed ,then), and called .their
name Adam, la the day when they were

et wim tnis moie in tneir nanus,
you will; scarcely 11 ud a profeiscdChristian Who believes this btateiucmt
of Mosvs--, that God created man In his
own image, notwithstanding the
that raul In two prthree places i

episues nctuauy uaysiuatdesus
expresaHUiigeoi msjbatner'R person.
He wrote so to the Gaiatians.Ile
wrote so to the Hebrews. He told
them that Jesns Christ was the express
image of God his Father. And we
have the fact recorded that Abraham
talked with God, and that Abraham
plead with God. You remember the
occasion when three personages came
down and visited Abraham. Abraham
it is said talked with the Lord and
plead with Him concerning the den-
tins tion which was f bout to come
upon Sodom. He plead that if there
snould be fifty righteous men found In
Sodom would lie-snar- e the citv? He
plead that if there should be but forty- -
nve, or iorty, or tnirty or twenty, and
finally he came down to ten that if tea
righteoa .men were found "would He
spare tho city? and He promised Ife
would, iie talked with mm asona
man talketn with another. Again, we
have the record of Moses In xodus
where he tells us that the seventy
Elders of Israel ato and - drank in the

of the God of Israel. WeEresence statement also that the two
tables of stones which contained the
law and the testimony, were written
by the finger of God. by his own nutter.
And when. Moses, plead with Him that
he might see His person He told him
tnat neuouiu see uis dock parts v out
His faco should not be seen. lie gave
that promise to Moses, and Moses
eur Tlia nanunn

Uur Lord ana savior Jesus Christ.'
whom we worship as GodMwas a man
like untdt us, ao much so that his di- -
vinlty. was not recognized through any
external i signs Dy tne j ews. mere
was aotulnW about His-pers-on that
theyxuld discover that would - make
Him a God, the creator of the heaveift

--and r the earth, any more than the
Sandwich Islanders could discover in
the person Of Captain Cook, who dis-
covered their Islands. They believed
him to be a strode when he first came la
their midst; but he showed signs of
mortal fear, by- - which they, knew he

I was not a goq and they slew him: The
Jews tested, as they thought most
Choroaghiy.i the divinity, oi Jesus.
IV hen. they hung- - Him upon the cross
trtey- - sal? mockingly,

-- ii vou oe tne
tiou of 4Jod-Qi- ue down frouv the
cross." ' They' assumed that' they
Would believe and, accept Him as the
son of uoa u.iie would come aown
from thtverdss. He was in all respects
a man, so far as "the? outward appear- -

ance was concerned; His exterior was
that ola man: but, nevertheless, lie
was a God.-- He was the first begotten
Son of tne Eternal Father who sits en-
throned irr "glory? snr--
rouaded byijuraiagjre. ile- - wasioe
son of tnat Being, and was tne ex- -
preas. image oL,Hls person,, like Him,
havimf aiead,1 lfaviflg the senses that
men haveoavmg an tue-.ooiiii-y fea-
tures thai weJiave.and His Father: was
precisely -- like Hkin, or, lie,' iu other
words, was precisely like Ills Father.
There 1s nothing more plainly convey- -
cu auu uautjub tnau tuia iu mc oviip- -
turea wf idivlue truths the ' BlbW, iand
yet men professing to teacn godliness
and to teach Godcendeavor txvdestroy
that feeling and that faith in the. mjuiUs

inceptions as these
exist tA the" minda ot the children of
men, of course there cannot be correct,
faith exercised; men do not know to
whom jo gg.Qn wnpm.jcaiJu oxjowhom to pray. MThis is eternal life,"
savs Jesus, "that thev mierht know
thee the "only true God ahdjesos Christ

eternal life to kudw HTmvto compre
hend Him,, to understand the Being
that gave us me, . tnat createa us.
Therefore, when a man understands
this he goes to uoa.. witn penect con-
fidence, .die asks God aa he would hla
earthly father fpr that which be de
sires, .. . vis:.:Tt 'S- - iiL' 5 ."Mv brethren and sisters, it is a glo
rious truth that has been trught to us.
that we are literally the children oi
God 'that we are hiTTiterar -

ants, as Jesus was literally aescena-- d
lronT Him, and that he Is our Father

as raucn as oor; eanniy parent is our
fatjher;an4w6,tait goto him with,; a.
feeling of nearnesa,- - knowin? this", un-

derstanding it by the revelations which
find hajrtriven to ns.
f--1 wonlctiike to read to yoU tW to
how thl iaia waicn a oeen so tong
lost to tne earth waa restored ; for the
memorvaf it the memonr of -- what
God was like, had died out of the hu- -

ahTOnoHndren Of -- years 'ttaa
eiapseu liuvc au; nan am eccu uwa.
Ail that --War known, therefore, res
pecting Hun, His personality and liis
attrtiratBS iraathatjfhica was written
In the Bible but through the spiritual-- !
izinir that had taken dace." through the
attachment of double meantnes to the
Dtsinwordrof God. it caused tne truth
war urt2 .a tQq ",t,e ."earvi'flt .Mrhom

tell anything about God, 'or about an
angefA H remaraeq nere a lew sun- -

days s?pr fba general , Idea , that pra-- f

va..M wrerara to angeis-wa-
s tuat

tioy were hall fowl,- - tnt they iwer
Bel ecweswi. wiut ietuercs. wuigs
rrowlngjant of their backs. I know
that were are creatures reierrea to ui-rr --fciare. whaXKaeTwiiiira. but

s .i.ifwiajni.tuiiister nnto the
human family. Yet yon will see in ail

Khi vjictoTlal renresentatlona of an--
trr'i,T?-car-fi'l- Ablest be?"- -

tcressed somewf at Uke a woroaa. wlth- -
t a r -- ."... x taose di a woiuau,
aod w ita feathered wings' growing out
6athir "tacks. These Ideas became
e - and still prevail tiirougaout
Chrntiaa national ' r--

? v ;

Now. aa 1 bar ai'.l. tla tree cca
cejtlon of God, Uka the true concep- -

nes, Malt- - Lmjc Stake
--f May 4th, 1884.
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In arilDg to address yon, my breth
ren indTisters, this erenln?, I desire
aa Interest in your lalth and prayers,
that I may be led XO 'speak-Tipo-

n those
VOiata Ot . doctrine or of principle that
are adapted - to our wants and to the
ciremnstancea wWtfh surround us.
, t is s sreat reeponeibility to arise as

a teacher to a great people like those
wbo hare assembled Withfir thlsbduso
thi eveoins, especially to speak in the
name of the Lord, ana I do not believe
that any, man shqntd do this unless he
can have the assistance of that Spirit
wbJch OoU has promised! la boa tow
upon Ills servants. : -

""""We"""wnd" TeT0Qr to the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-da-y Saints be-Il- ev

In God,not a God who llred a
lew thotvwiivt. yean as0,-bu- t a God
who lives to-da- y; a liod whohasa
voice with which to. peak to-da- y, and
who has arms and a headA and bodilyas well as spiritual powers, who can
communicate Ilia mind : and Hts will
onto Hi children with the same facili-t- y

in the days In which we live as He
(fid in the days of the Savior and His
dicip(es, pr fill the days of the pro-
phets. If there Is any feature char-acte'ls- tic

of the present age that Is more
notable than another it is the decay of
faith in God. It is a characteristic of our
age and time, and it Is one that is in-

creasingly manifestins; ) Itself) among
what are termed the Christian nations.
I have myself frequently especially of
late years been struck with the con-
trast between the present unbelief and
the faith concerning God which existed
in the days when I fir! went out to
preach the Gospel, or la the days of my
youth, Scepticism is increasing ou
every hand, and if it were not for this
Church, and the faith that is cherished
by the Latter-da- y Saints, aud which
they are endeavoring to instil into the
minds of their children, and of all un-
to whom they have aceess, there-woul- d

be no Church of which I have any
knowledge that, as a church, believes
in God onr Eternal Father, as he Is
described in the Scripture- s- God who
can hear and answer literally answer

the prayers of those who address
flim lit faith. The idea has become
very prevalent of late years in the" so-cali- ed

Christian world that Uod does
not interfere by any special providence
hi behalf of anv people or of any indi-
vidual; that He governs the universe
and the earth upon which we stand,
and the Inhabitants of which we form
a part, by grand and . universal laws,
ami that those laws axe never over-
ruled. In other words, that there
is no special interposition of provi
dence in behalf of individuals or of
peoples, but that the Lord rules by
those grand laws which are applicable
to all, and which all have to submit to,
and that He does not concern Himself
to listed unto the? appeals of individu-
als in behalf of themselves or of those
lU'Whoin they are interested, or to
have any special providence extended
unto national and it ls..IhiH feature of
belief that causes mankind who are
familiar with us to entertain such ideas
respecting our future as fchey frequent-
ly indulge in. You will often hear it
said I nave heard it stated I niay say
hundreds of times when I have spoken
to friends who', are not of oar faith,
concerning the interposition of pro-
vidence in onr behalf, and the faith
that we had respecting the deliverances1
that would be wroaght out for us I
have been told that Uod Is on the side
of the strongest battalions, that God
Is on the side ot the heaviest artillery,'
that God la on the side of the greatest
numbers, and I have often provoked
smiles of incredality by the simplestatement of oor faith In God and our
hopes and - anticipations - concerning
the care that 116 'hud hadtvei,,us, the
deliverances that He iias wrought out
for as, and the promises that He had
made unto us concerning the future.
- Upon this point-- - and y ja tbif

respect we differ, as . I
have remarked, from every , people
with whom 1 am acquainted in this
feature of our religion; this 'Implicit
trust In a God who can Lear and who
can answer prayer, In a God who is
not on the aide ol the rrreattsr mntt
bers, vnleasitbe gre&t&A jwt&eraajej
In the right; In a God whose power is
not exerted In behalf of the strongest
battalions, ner of the heaviest artil-
lery, unless, the yitrongestt battalion
ani the heaviest artillery are In "the
right. We believe, as it has sometimes
been stated, that God and one man are
a great majority ,aod that when

to accomplish a' certain work,
all the powers of varttutud the power
of hell combined'eamrot prevent the
accomplishment of that work; that
there Is no power that can by any pos-
sibility defeat Hist purposes and that- -

He will interpose Dy tne exercise ot
His Almighty power In behalf of
individual, in behalf of the commun
ity, or in behalf of the nation concern-
ing whom He has spoken ami who are
seeking to do bis will, We have prov- -

ed thls.at least to our own attefaction:
The history of the people is full oi
illustrations of - the most, remarkable
character establishing this truth, so far
as we are concerned, beyond all- - con-
troversy, and I am nappy to say that
this faith Is increasing-instea- d of de-

creasing araonj (he Latter-da- y Salata.
1 am - happy la this knowledge.
In ray associations with our people in
various place, I find that there is a
steady; growth, of iaith in that God
whom we worship, and in His power
to save and to, deiiver.au, tad in His
power to bless us and to gr? ut unto us
the righteoa desires of our hearts.
This doea- - iiot .JiecessarilT.Teqalre a
suspension of law, "It waso sufpoa-sie- n

ot law on the part of-- oor' Savlot
that caused llini to gather from; the
eiementa the br4 aadtN'tshes
necessary to feed tie rtnlutude.; It
was no suspension of Jaw that caused
Hint to bpea the e4 a bl'mdj-or

to cause the sick to be healed. ; It watt
no suspension of lawtfcat caused Him
to ascend In the sight of His disciples
after His rejurrecuan when lie visited
them. I kuow that miracles "are said
to be a suspension of Jaw; tut
inatead of Ithelr being a suspension of
law they ;are dne to a knowledge of a
higher law, to a comprehension of
greater ilawsy' try thejapowlerrgp "of
whick; what: a ealjed im trailed are
wrought.

--To apersotTWhu never saw
thee Sect of electricity, if he were In
tula Tabernacle and were to see these
lights kindled Instantaneously by the
touch of electricity a person who did-n- ot

uudcrrtaBd the laws of electriCTly
would say, 44 Why tkis-- 1 miraeulotw'
fir in an i imorant rjerson. a oersion
who knew nothing of , the Taw oi elec-trici- tv.

it would seeuviiiarrellouji that
one standing at the thd cf
stretched under the, ocean couiu, oy
touching that wire.cortmiunicate a dls- -t

Tina f fnearlv 2.U00 milea. and could
talk to a person at t! othvr end of the
wire. Had this been mentioned iu the
dava .of-- or

. forefatherst they..!.:!...wouia
have ueciareu it wu &ia iuifwauuiiij.
Such power would have been miraca-1ai- n

in their eves, and they would have
said that such a thing was contrary to
aU known iaws concerning tha traus-misslon- of

sound and thought; but to
us who understand this l3-Tr- .i' we
tim nnt iiwlartat.d 4tt hi aeothe op
.nttnnsof electricltv. who know that
wweaurw-t- o the-tesrap- a otic aat
teua a ieo w
city and get a reply within a few. hours,
i. Iivw ft Vwre. at a time tf the
ia.v narliex- - than tt was transmitted
tmm there, which Is freouentiy done

t-ww- s jrUtww Uian4BgariQolt
upon it aa a mirmete, or ""-- u.

nr violatioa of that laws
which - govern the transmission of
swwwiiviie7fer.-Werscc4p- t it be- -
r. m w iar LeCoxie famrtiar with It.
aa n it we nnderstood the ItW bV

whifb iprertl vhen He fel the
Eimliltu-- it K i be as simp to us
rit. ,ji , i , -- t is to- -i nr. if

by avaicAthe
sick were heaiea ana strut rwini w

'e'a prey to tuat spirit, of uubelu f
waich tuey encouraged, -- uuiil tliey re-lec- ted

God. until they rejected tie Son
oft God; With all His divinity, with His
great miracles, witn liis raiguty power.
With tflis pure and spotless life they
reacted Him, they slew Him; and the
light that was in them became dark-
ness J He. bestowed remarkable power
upon those who received His word and
they increased infattn; but those unto
whom thev preachod. those Who heard

Jrthelri testimony and rejected it became
a prey to tnat otner innuence, ine pow-
er of darkness, the power of Sutan,
and they shed the blood of innocence,
aixl I am sorry to say that tliU is the

'ous at the present time with our own
nation. ;ihe . uiooa ot nguteotismenhi tK'eB cruelly, luhuinanly shed upon
this free soil. This man who beheld
Tiuutik-ed- s of years who described, who

ouia uescribe tne personage 01 uxi,who could Say that he beheld Him, who
!arosd as a mighty witness. In the midst
of ' this generation to say -- of
a truth .. that God lived, thai
Jesu.i "liretl; ' this man was cruelly,

reaciief6usiy 'and Inhumanly murder-
ed; tittd mordered.U too, under the
pledged honor of one of the .sovereign
IStaftesi ot this onr nation r the Governor
of the State himself pledging bis own
honor and the honor of the State that
he (Joseph Smith) should be protected,but he was cruelly slain like the pro-
phets who bad gone before, who had
born a similar testimony. He sealed
his. testimony with his blood, declaringto the very last that that which he had
testified of was the truth, willing to die
ut it were ncces-ary- , to seal his testi-
mony and render it so unimpeachable
that it never could be questioned from
that time forward. This roan was thus
slain; and who is there that has beeu
puui.-ilie-d for it't; No more than the
murderers of the Prophets . were pun-
ished, in ancient 'lays, no more than the
murderers of our Lord and Savior
Jesus ChrUt were puuiohed, no more
has it been the case iu thia instance.
No, hh blKi slid bUins the soil, fctill
cries, with the bloo.t oi all the martyrs,unto God iu heaven lor vengeauce 011
lire guilty murdere a. . Aud the .

tlut he bore u&s been burue bv
.0 hers, and in like manner others have
snared tuat lute, our revered rrest-doht- .f

who pits to-nig- ht in sthU place,
hs bl(Md too stains the same soil, lie
himself narrowly escaped the t a.iic fate.
In the providence 01 God he was spared
f.jr a, wise purpose, ana nas lived
uiiiodk us till mis day a living martyr,a living witness of the cruelty of man
towards those who testify, that God
liV 8..' '"rv,...,;".,,, --, -.i ,r.v

My ! brethren and sisters, the faith
tluit we have received has cost the
best blood Of this century. The faith
that we have received cost the blood of
tiie Son of Goa when He taaght

spoil the earth. The faith that we
have received cost the blood of Isaiah,ot Jeremiah, and of others of the pro
phet who were slain for the truths
that they declared. It has always been
a costly sacrifice, this, touching of the
truth, unto the human family. The ad
versary nas , oeen determined that a
knowledge.. of tiod shall iot spreadanions the 'people if he cau prevent it.
He killed Jesusy he killed every one of
His .apostles that he . could, until

the wide earth there was
no man who could stand up aud sav to
the people 4Th us saith the Lord," or
who could stand up In of
the Priesthood of the Son of God and
say, "I am God's servant, and this is
tiod'S' wiiiV God having revealed it to
me.''! They stopped the mouths of - ahschi They closed them iu death. No
one Was left that they .could reach.
Then, when the heavens . became as
brass over the heads of the children of
men, a church arose having a form ol
godiinessi si but : denying the power
thereof, until to-d- ay throughoutChristendom men who profess to be
ministers of Jesus Christ do not know
anything,,; j about . Him,- - have no
comuiu ideation with . , lliiu. A
king with embassadors here, and these
embassatiors receive no communica-
tions from the court which authorizes
them. What nonsense! Whoever heard
of such a thing? Is there anything in
this book (the Bible) rwhlch hints at
such a thing? Who ever heard of a
servant of God having no knowledgeof lliin,. no revelation from Him?
There is no such thing in this book. It
is reserved for men- - m- - the nineteenth
century, and preceding centuries, to
arise and , make such claims as these,
aud wbo can believe them?
' Jilow. God has restored the everlast-
ing Gospel to the earth. He has told
the children ot men that if they .will
come unto Hiin and obey Ilis

shall receive a testi-
mony of the truth of this work, as in
times af old,tsrugh the gift and power
of tire Holy Ghost. They do liot need
to depend on Joseph Smith if he were
here, or Dliver1 Cowdery, cr Sidney
Kluon. Others have been administered
to. have received the: Holy
Ghost. This is the privilege of every
human being who will, keep the com-
mandments of the Almighty. It Is not
the privilege of all to see the Father nt
present, or to Key the Suv U ic Ia t
Is not strong cnuua, but it is gioiviu.liut it isthe privilege of every human
being to receive the vgift of the Holy
Ghost,, tf he or she will obey the sbf

God. Thls Is a privi-
lege that is universal.' It Is like the air
that we breathe.-- J It is' like the . light
that illumines our eyes. . So with the
gift of the; Holy . Ghost, j it if given
to jovery, aoiu will . bow
la : i iBubmlssioir to the' 1 wilt
of God.' keep his comrirandments.
and have the ordinancca au'mii.lstt te t
byon& .whom 4od-irec6guU- as s

servant, - it is this, my bretuuiu u..
sisters," that Is the glorious feature of
tbe work in which we are engaged. It
is thu that should stimulate us and fill
us with iaith. Let men do as they
please concerning this work of our
God, God has made promises oncem
lug it. His word, Cajioot tail. Hj hears
and answers the prayers of HU child-
ren, i He is 1 near at hand and not far

ff, and he will interpose by His won-
derful providence.- - invisible to those
wbo do not see his hand and do not have
His spirit, but visible to those who are
enlightened by His spirit so that tney
can see and acknowledge the manifestations

ot-Go- d In their behalf. And
thus are wo-le- and thus we shall be
led until, emergtng from this darkness,
emerrmtf from this unbelief, we shall
be nstiered into the fulness of the glory
6f bur God and dwell with, hiin eter-nafl- yj

if we are faithful to the coven-
ants which we have made, which I ask
may be the case la the name of Jesus,
Amen. . ; ..;'! a.' is: ' ; ; !
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differently as to destroy alt conrldeoccr'
in settling tne question by an appeal to

ihe-Bibl- e. 'Atlength 1 came 'to1 the
conclusion mat l must either re-

main; !n darkness am ccniftision,
or else I must do as James directs, that
i, Ask of 'God. I atlengthf "eairre toHhe
determination to ask ot God, conclude
ing thuj it He gave wisdom Jo them
that lacked wlsdoaii nndiviLiaiiuv

LUbcrally and not upbraid, I wighCvon- -,

tare.i so, in accordance-'wit- h this, mv
determination to ask of God, 1 retired
to the woods to make the attempt. Itwas pn the morn lug js of . a beautiful:
clearj day, early in tne spring of 4fcif.
It was the4 first time in my life thatil
had made such an attempt, for amidst
all my anxieties 1 had never as yet
juado thettcinpt to prayfocaljv?!After i had retUed ini thoIace
jwhere I iiad "previously designed to
go, having looked around me and find-
ing myself alone, 1 kneeled down and
ibean to offer up the desires of my
jheurt toGod. 1 1 had scarcely done iso,
wheifc immediately I waa seized upon
;by sdme power whichseutlrely. over
cainei me, and , bad such, atouisbiuginiluence over me as to' bind my
tongue so that I could not speak.'
IThick y darkness' gathered aiound
nie, and It seemed to me for a time as
if i were doomed to sudden sdeHtriu:-.- .

tlou. j But, exerting all my powers u
call upon God to deliver tue out oi the
power of this enemy which had seized
upon mc, and at the very moment when
ll was ready to sink luto deKpair and
abandon myself to destruction, not to
an iniuKinary ruin, but to the power of
some, actual . beimr from the' unseen
world, who 'had such a" marvelous
"power as I had never before felt in anv'
;beii)g. J nst at this moment ' of great
salarm; 1 saw a pillar of light exactly
lover itiyi head, above the brightness of
ithe sun, which descended , graduallyuutil it fell upon mc. It no sooner ap-
peared than I found myself delivered

enemy-whic- held mo bound.
iWhcn the light rested upon mc I saw
two parsonages, whose brightness and
glojy defy all description, standingkbove mc in the air. One of them spake
hinto-'m- calling mo 'by name, aud said
(pointing to the others Tun i$ ur
Bklovbd Son, hear iiim. .'"."!', tv, t ..,
S"UMy object in gouu; to enquire of the
lLort, was to know which of all ' the
Sects was nirht, that 1 inijrht' know
Kvhleh to loin.- - o .sooner. . thcretorej
tdid I get possession of myself, so as to.
jbe ameto speaa, in an a asxea tne per.
Soiviges who stood above me. in the
lirht, wVi'ch of all the sects' was right
idor at inis iiuie u naa never entered
Into my heart that all were wrng),andt i ; . i. , . i. . . . i . j . . . : T ..n ,i.witiuii l buvuiu juiui ; ' ns suswereu
Ithat I must join none of them, for theykvere all wrong, and the personage who
"addressed me said that alrtteir:rreils,
Iwerq an atKimination in ilia' sight ; that
those professors were all corrui., Uiey
Idraw near to mo with their ilips, but
Jtheir hearts arc far from me; they tcac!)
for. doctrine the commandments ef
iiuoi, having a, form of godliness, but
itbev deny the power thereof i .juj..'" llo airain forbade me to loin with anv
of them; and many other things did he
Ray unto, me which I cannot write at
fthis time. .WhenI caatie. to myself
again, I ; found myself flaying-o- n my
back, looking up into heaven." . i ,
j. Here is . the testimony of "one who
actually saw the Father and the Son,
They were as described by all who have
iieeu iiit-- inerai personages, persou-lag- es

with' tabernacles,' .the Son being
the express image of the Father. John
tne lteveiator aiso' sawone mat-wa- s

like unto the5 tkm : of -- Man.!- He de
scribes bis j person. i Yon remember
that he fell down and worshiped an
angel upon' one Occasion thinking it
Was the Lord, and the angel forbade
mm doing so, toia mm mat ..ne must
not worship him, tliat he was one of
his. fellow-servan- ts. ;.tho-- , prophets.
John, however, had a ooirect concep-
tion of the creat truth-tha- t the Son
was In the exact Image of his Father.

Now, not only nave-w- e this .testi-
mony, but .we have he testimony of
others concerning this matter. : Doubtr
less you .will remember, my. brethren

this in the vision that has come to us.
It was a vision that waa seen by JosephSmith and Sidney Kigdon .To them
was revealed the eventual fate of the
various .inhabitants of the earth, the
various glories and kingdoms which
our Father and God has In reserve for
His children. 'Now, say they"And while we meditated unon these
things, tho Lord toughed 'the eyes of
our .nuuerstanamgs ai)d. .they,,, were
opened, and . the. glory of ; the . Lord
tnone round about; n r

"And we beheld the glory of the Son.
on the right hand ot the1 Father, and
received of his fullness;!

"And saw. the holy angels and they
who are sanctified, before the throw.
worshipping God and the Lamb, who
nvjaMip aji.u vt mi cuii ever.. .

,,4;And now. alter the many testimo-
nies which nave been, trivtm of Him.
this la the testijnony.last of all, which
We glva of iiiul, that ILa Uve :'i V A . .

lif'or we sawjlim. even on the rieht
"habdof Godancl we ha rd. the ..voice J... : . - . .u i ..... ii. i. .1 . . , . . i
ucJAilus rwvjoiu inav no la hue jmj Xe- -
gottca ortue iatnep u.

tiThnt K ! Kw.nk In I

of " Him the worlds were ajid are cre-ate- dJ

and, the Inhabitants thereof are
begotten ' sons and dailgUters unto
God."-- ' y;1;.; '"?,' -

Tnese two men of Our day (fifty-tw- o

years ago last. February) beheld the
Son of God-'-Jes- as.' the onlv Beeotten

--Mnd tbey-ea- w Hun-e- t the- - right hand
ox tne xatner, occupying ,T,ne positionthat has always bey sijied .to 4xim,
and in the express image of ills Fa-
ther's person, as-H-e i tieecribed by all
who have seen Him. After this, JosephSmith And Oliver Co wdery bath saw
the. Savior and both teBtineU as to Hisnrsnn.. Tlild umi .nn Anril rli in--

after the completion of tho' Klrtland
"The vail , waa taken from" oAi

minds," sat they yand the &jr ljni,understanding were opened."We saw the Lord stand in gr srptwithe breastwork of the pulpit belotensvand under His feet 'was work
wt pure guiu m cgior utte-amoe- ,, ,

' ittj eye were as a name oi ire; thehair of His bead wa white .like the
pure snow. His QOiuitensuce shone
aDove tne ongntnesw'-o- c the Sun. end
His voice was as the sound of the rush-
ing of great waters." even the voice of
Jehovah, sayings ito) Y.nr. T. yi am the first and thalast, I am liewho liveth, 1 aaiie who waselaln.' Iam your advocate with the Father

Oliver Cftwderf,--a- a wil: aJoaepBSmUh'aw. this Vlsionahey 1 beheld
this glorious personage, even lOWEon
01 Goa,wheB H accep'gd'-t'j-
land Temple aftetits deSctrtfoaTbela

"... i .uK:iinuu4'(j OCueiuvision and otherwise glorious Iaices in these last f.av. te.men aUre WhoTiave beheld the Son
God.i who have?byvtiiycffadwno nave been ministered nnto by
I11,!1?-- t4E?r"'eWthese testimonies, whichcannot belmpeachedieiosmialiv, ;f- - ftwonde.;that fa? t?f
heartapf the Fop4eiof Ooh,m't&til
day frjat notwithitandiM

vuurvu, iti va. u un Uesv. la .ua.ei te

7 ..r "y oainisr.'ifDt'-- t aafilth ; grows Vna--titr-

df . Eatotsj-- ' s tr Vi .Tgl
qjeaee faith will decrease La theof those who reject the testimony con?
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( i ron this spot, having faith in

We Hare Just Received an Immense Stock ot

.s jx

Vvn

f

J

God,) believing that He would hear
them, believing that He had heard
them, believing that He would still
continue to protect them, and fulfil all
His promises yroicji lie aad.inat6, and
thevl Droved then, if they had not

roved before, that Qqd tfte internal? ather is a God nigh at hand and nqt
afar off. And when the crickets came
dowa, as they did in 1843 Jn, myriads
from; the moirntalnsy blackening the
whole face of the valley, sweeping off
during one night fields of grain that
were as promising as fields could be.
and leaving them aa bar as -- the palm
of a man's hand, even then their faith
did not iail ; they atiu naa ontideneo
that that God who had led them thus
far would I still " coatlnue to . preserve
therm aud would supply their wants ;
and when it aeemefl tse J though their
faith' bad been tried to the verytter-- .
most, when the last - point hd been
reached, God interposed. by a very
natural means. He did not come down
Himself, thaU0 our sightJofus to
see Him h.iUJy Hls-Ana-els cud toot
cotne for ns to vsee thswut vhdbJx; Jut,
He sent the gulls who came by thou-
sands aud who devoured those crick- -
eta, leavlnar them In heaps along the
eage$ or tne ; water. : orccnea. Having
eaten thftir ilu they ..then vomited, and
having eaten again vomited again, and
thus continued the work of devouring
until) every field waa clear of thosj
destructive Insects. .Now. an nnbe
liever miirht not have seen the hand of
God in this, but the hearts of the Lat--
ter-aa- y bainis qja ae 'Aiaxiaaa ana
profound gratituae was arousea.
Frayers of thanksgiving ascended unto
the God of heaven for HU inttrposf--
tioa m. our. behalf. ' The people ielt
that their God was auu nea to taeni,
that He still heard and answered their
prayers, ana granted, unto tnem tne
desires oi tneir oeartfc - e

..And thus it baa been from that day
nntll the present ttroev hotwi? astapa- -
ing the many measures tnat nave oeen
taken airainsros as a peopier, the many
plots that hveeeinti so pruriilr--r to
those who framed them concerning tbe
destruction oi tne- - iaxver-ua- y ouoiwhen it has seemed that destruction
w9 inevitable, that no power could
save us, God haa btteTDosedby Hla
wonderlul powi and we. nave escaped,
and to-da- y," notwithstandLngi.i these
maiiv efforts, we are a free people in
the mountains, havina the privilege.
that God said we-?hi-d have, of wor--
shipping tiim ftua emavjey peace.
nn&norttr: il we wntriLf but r .intki. . s ta
but our trust in. Him and keep His
rrmmAndmenta i SO that tO-d- iV

throughout ay twese vaUfT8trom one.
end to tne vuicri iutt t-s-

who. notwlthataadtar' ad te f
threats that are fulminated j aJPlhe
projects that are started, all the efforta
that are maae to uttn;y ue .A

iioerues, o.-A-t- a iv,uw -- 'iwhich are dear to every maav wlMMaaa
been born f ree notwitnstanamg inese
threats a reign of peace and und.sturb- -
ednuiet nrevftiia thrOtsehOIStall JtteJS
yalleys, in tie breastsJin..th houses.
In the family circles, oijy te jua. t
day Saints from one end of this Ma i
to the other. A rrander exhibition, of

e autilma 'exhibitiontalth. PTttt God ca andt be wltssas a
anywhere ..tja-ti- e lSCs) Of tLeSXiil
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