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Truth and Liberty,

No. 9.

SALT LAKE CITY. UTAH, FEBRUARY 13, 18g8.

UNCLE SaM’'S PFNSION OFFICE.

hted, 1898, by Frank
(Copyrilg penter.}
ton, Feh. 1, 1898.—1 spent two
h:::l.qsnriencgt;nﬂy travcling through the
pension office with the Hon. Hcaory
Clay Evans, the United Stutcs commlis~
aloner of pension. I had asked Mr.
Evans to give me some idea of Uncle
Sam’'s pension business, and together
we walked from bureau to bureau and
office to office, asking questions of the
officials in charge and gathering the
material which I give you in this letter.
The commlissioner has thc office In a
better business condition than It has
been for years. He not only ordered
that everything be furnished me. but
he personallyaided in my investigations.
Th journey was no small- one. The
pengion officc at Washington fills the
biggest brick vullding of the world, I
doubt that there has ever been a buiid-
ing made of brick which surpassed it
in size although the baths of Diocle-
he ruins of \l\_r{hlch stand by t:}e
nale, in ome, were 4 mile
Xxmcil:-:cauzrlr?rerence. This bullding cov-
ers only two acres. but it is three sto.
ries high and there ls a big attic up
under itg glas® roof. It has a court in
fis center bigger than any barn yard
you have ever Been, and the huge brick
illars which rise from floor to roof
gach contain enough brick to bufld
three good-slzed houses. ‘
Both court and offices are filled with
papers. There are hundreds of milllons
of pages of writlng packed away here.
There are enough files in the cases of
the pension bureal court to carpet a
county, and the old documents among
iin records, L they could be pasted to-
gether, in & single strip, would be long
enougt'\ to cover a WAEON rgnd reaching
clear around the world. The penslon
office deals In blg figures. Take the
mail, for instance. It was to this divi-
slop the commissioner and I first went.
The commissioner receives 20,000 pieces
of majl a day, or more than 7,000,000
pieces every Year. He gets more than
5,000,000 letters in a year. It you could
p’aﬂ(;} the answers to his mail together
in one single strip it would make a
ribbon of white letter paper covered
with typewriting reaching from New
York to Chicago. If he had to pay hla
postage at the rate of 2 cents per letter
his stamp bill would be over $100.000 a
yecar. and when you figure up the labor
and brains you would have a number
of tife times embodied in that one item.
It takes forty-three clerks to handle
this mall. There iz one corps gf men
who do nothing but open letters. An-
other stamps the date of receipt upon
them, and a third reads the letters and
senda‘ thcem to the proper divislons for
answer. From four to eight thousand
Jetters are answered every day, and
the correspondence increases from year
ar.
toE’:reery one of ~these letters has a
money end to it. The pension oflice I8
the Klondike of the old soldier and
not a few men and women who are not
old soldlers seek to pan gold out of the
sands of fts rivers. Last year the
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amount of money distribited was
more than £140,000,000. This was an in-
erease of more than $%1,500,000 over the
sum paid out in 18%, and the commis-
sioner tells me thail there will be more
paid out this year than last. ‘The gold
mines of the world are now produclng
more than ever before, and &still the
total output of them all Iz only about
£200,000,000 a year. If the gold mines of
all the world were run to thelr full ex-
tent for the next ten years they could
not get out as muech gold as this office
has palid out for pensions on account
of the war of the rebelllon. Up to last|
June the amount was more than $2,-
000,000,000, showing a steady Increase
from the close of the/war up until 1890,
and an enormous Incrcase since then.
This sum is beyond conception, and, as
I have stated, it Is on the increase. It
amounts to 80 much now each year that
if every man, woman and child in the
United States contributed 32 the ag-
gregate sum would just about pay ihe
pension bills. This s equal to about
510 for every family in our country. Of
this, over $500,000 goes abread. Be-
tween 3,000 nnd 4.000 pensioners llve In
foreign countries and draw their money
from us. The remainder are scattered
over 1he United States from Florida to
Maine and from Massachusetts to Cali-
fornia; and the streams of noney
which flow here and are dammed up
in the treasury are turned Into the
great pension Irrigating ditches every’
vear and carry this golden flood to all
parts of the country.

During our walk through the penslon
office Commissioper Evang and myself
apent some time Iin each of the di-
vislons watching the hundred of clerks
at work. There were old and young
men among them,and there were plenty
of old and voung women. I asked a
number of questions as to the effigi-
ency of the emplaoyes. and was told that
while the most of them were very effi-,
clent clerks, some were little good ex-
cept to tie up papers. One man told me
the poorest clerks he had were the old
schoolmasters, and another said the
girls in his bureau were of less value
than the men. One chief of a divislon
said some of his best employes were
colored, and he pointed zg a piece of
cannel coal, who, he sald, could take
the heart out of a pension case quicker
than any, man he had. There ure ex-
aminera hnd clerks scattered over the
country, so that, all told, Commissioner
Evansg has about 7,000 men under him—
an army more than half as large as
that which Xenophon led on his fam-
ous march to the sea. In ohle divislon|
1 found about 76 doctors. These men
pags upon the medical testimony. and
they can see a misstatement in the evi-
dence If It I8 not very carefully cov-
ered. All of them have studied medl-
cine and not a few of them have been
active practitionrrs. Another divigion
is Jareely made up of lawyers.who pasa
on the legal aapect of certain cases,
and another might be sald to be made
up of detectives, for it is thelr business
to ferret out frauds.

A great part of the work of our
congresamen consists in pushing along

pension cases.: There are now an aver-
age of about flve hundred congression-
al calls every day, and during the last
tour days more than two thousand
congressional applieations for intorma-
tion have been received. Each of these
necessitates the looking up of the pa-
pers In a certaln case.

8ince the close of the war more than
two miillon claims for penslons have
been flled, and of these more than a
milllch and a half have been allowed.
There are hundreds of thousands of ad-
ditional claims filed for Increasc of

pensions, After the pensioner dles his
widow and children are kept
on the rolls and sipgle pension

case MeEANE an enarmous amount of
work and money. Every one of the
claims, both those granted and those
pending, has to be kept by itself. And
when it is remembered that a sipgle
2laim comprises in some cases enough
papers to fili a peck measure, you get
30me idea of the enormous work of the
office. The c¢laims are geparated into
different divislons, according to the
part of the country in which the claim-
ant lives. Each claim hae a number,
and the paperms concernlng it are so
arranged that any one of them can be
found in a moment. Each clalm con-
tains a blography of thc man. who asks
for the pension, and there |8 no bi-
ographical dietionary mo full of inter-
eating things ag that compriged Iln the
fllen of the pension office. If a*man has
ever done &' mean thing in his life he
had bLetter not appiy for a penslon, for
many a ¢rime is on record here.

If TIncle 8am could &peak to the
young republics of South America. who
are now and then on the verge of war,
I am sure he would adviase them just as
8am Weller's father advised him when
he spald, “beware of the widowa."” The
widows of our old soldiers multiply like
the sands of the Beashore. Nearly one-
fourth of the nine hundred odd thou-
sand names on the penslon rolls are
those of widows. There are almost a
quarter of a million widows receiving
pensions, and the widows are increans-
ing in number every year. I spent
some time In the division which has to
do with =soldiers of the war of 1812
There are only seven survivors of that
war on the pensfon roll, but there are
2.510 widows who are recelving pen-
alons because they married old soldiera
who fought during the war. There arc
today almost as many Mexican war
widows as there are DMexican war
veterans receiving penr'ong. The Mex-
jeAn war was over fift, years ago, and
today there are tén thousand men and
eight thousand widowr receiving pen-
slons for the service which themselves
or their deceased husbands gave Uncle
Sam at that time. You would think
that the revolutionary wldows would
have long alnee passed away, The
1ast pension soldier of the revolution
Aled Anril K 1863, His name wam
Deniel Frederick Bakeman, and he
was one hundred pand seven years of
Are hefore he asked for n pension.
He then resided at Freedom, N, Y.,
Congress took uh his enme ANd roave
him a pension of five hundred dollars



