THE PRESS ON PROFESSOR ELIOT.

WE clip today a few more comments
of the press on the agltation over
Professor Lliot’s speech In the “Mo:-
mon”’ Tabernacle: b

We fake these extracts from an edi-
torlal in the Washington, D. C., Posi:

. “President Eliot has explained that his
purpose was ®imply to vindicate the
principle ef religions liberty, as being ap-
p]icabge to the belief of the Mormons

unite as much as to any other phase or
orm of sectarian bellef; but the siorm
that he raised about his ears will be slow
to subside.

*“He has come 10 the conclogion, how-
ever, and he abides by it wilh the stead-
fastness of a man who has the courage of
his convictions, that ‘polsgamy is no
more &0 isaue in Utah {o-
day than iz the bloody shirt
in natiooal potitics,” fu which opinion
many eminent citizens will readily con-
cur, Ie holds, therofore, that since the
Mormons are Do longer guiity.of any
violation of law, thay are entitled to the
fame rights and the rame conwsideration
under the law as those who worship ac-
cording to any other fal h, .

“There will always be grave doubts in
some minds, even among those who hold
polygamy In the utmost abborrence, as
to tﬁe justifiability of the means which
the povernment has hitherto employed
lo break the Mormon vpower and dis-
mantle, as it were, the hierarchy which
it has built uE. Bus this. is a question of
the past. The work has been done.
Polygamy as a Church institution is
praciically extinct. * * #

*Utah, therefore, in it8 relatién to the
United States stands upon the same foot-
ing as any other Territory, apd should be
accorded like cognizance. It isa pros-
porons and populous commonwealth,
ngainst whose admission to the Union,
whatever othaer ohjoctions may be raised,
the peculiar institution by whick it wns
tormeriy characterized can no longer be
urged with justice.”

The Boston Budget, alter |nvestigat-
ing both sides, remarke;

1*The full text of his address is before
ns., It filla mere l1han two columns of
fine print, and is, as is usual, with Dr.
Eliot's oratorical genlus, ona™ full of
scholarly interest, even though ils his-
torical parallels may be of a slightly
starilling pature io the New England
mind. The ‘planting of this superb
colony by a Christian Church,’ as tha
President enphonionsly termed the set-
tlement of Brigham Young, reminded
him ‘of another planting 256 years ago
by the Puritans of New England.’ The
'oheerlng nature of religious liberty waa
tonched in all its chords by this remark-
able address, and although the Puritans
did not enjoy the advantages of idealiza-
tion by the speaker, they yet made a
tairly good showing,even whon compared
with the cnterprising and edifying Mor-
mous.”’

The Troy N. Y. fress discusses the
matter inh a long editoria), and con-
cludes thue: i

“The genius of the addrcas seems to
be the uplifting of Massachnsetts as a
model for the emulation of his hear:
era. This ceriainly cannot be con-
strued as on approval of Mormon-
ism, and especialiy of tho polygamous
features of Mormobism. In truth
no reference whatever was made to polyg
amy, which is now officially obsolete in
the Mormon church. This dark feature
is 8o olosely associated with Mormonism
in the castern mind that it is hard to
renlize it as a thing of tha past, and any
complimonts to Mormonism are yet in-
terpreted as an approval of polygamy.
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It would be an evil day for this conntry
whebD a majority disagreed with the views
of religions liberty 80 ably advanced by
the distingujshed speaker.

“The Arferican people are fond of
sencation, and if the Harvard predident
could be painted as n prophet of poly-
gamy, orf making a focﬁ speech under
the stimulus of wine, many would be re-
joiced. Butthey will wait a long time
before President Eliot gives them any
such chance,’’

The following is from the Bt. Paul,
Min: ., Fioneer Press:

‘““To tho great majorilr of. hastily in-
formed people Mormonist means, first
#ud last and always, polygamy. Tt has
come to tmean that to ail owmtsiders, from
the exireme hideousness of that aspect
of the faith which has made it obnoxious
to the world. Buteverybody who knows
anything about the beginnings of Mor-
monism knows that there wera ear-
nest and devoted apiriis in those bands of
men and women who crossed tho plains
on foot, leaving behind, many of them,
their family associations and’ thefr
worldly possessions, Everybody who
haa read personal records of those early
days knows Lhat genuine religions hero-
ism played an important part in the
founding of the American hore of Mor-
monism. Divested of its ugliest feature,
Mormonism becomes a somewhat fan-
tagtic faith, with rather absurd rites and
trivial ceremonles, bt it still has its sin-
cere believers 10 whom their faith is dear.
Therefore we can but feel (hat whatever
President Eliot’s personal convictions on
tho enbject of polygamy tnay be, he was
not only amply justified in speaking a
gentle word to the péople of Salt Lake,
but he Iz to be commended for en:ertain-
ing, at this stage of wholesale reproba-
tion of the Mormons,go clear an appreci-
ation of the claims that they have, as a
religious scct, npon the tolerance of

others,”
el e —

THE IMMIGRATION PROBLEM.

THE question of immigration s of
national {lmportasce. A few weekn
ago it formed a jsulject for debate be-
tween representatives of the two [great

New England universities, Yale and
Harvard, There is 8 measure pending
in Congress relating to it. The Geary
bill, which recently psassed the House
of Representat!ives, at Washington, re-
fers exclusively to Chinese. Last sum-
mer & ppecial commission from this
country visited the various nations of
Europe to study and investigate the
problem at its source. This was done
with a view of amendingexisting legis-
lation on the matter, if needed.

One of the commissioners, the
Hon, John B. Weber, who visited
Europe, has an article ou this question
in the North American Review for A pril.
That gentleman apprehends none of
the serious troubles amticipated by
others from immigration. He says
that npejther im France, Belgium,
Holland, Germary nor Austria do the
governments or societies help to trans-
port paupers, criminale, or other de-
fectives to this country. The vagabond
of Europe (dcea notl emigrate as a rule.
There are individual instances, but
the slums are sluggish and reldom
look beyond the eeas, .

It is sdmitted that large numbers o
idle or unemployed persgns are found
in all our large cities, variouely esti-
mated at an aggregate of from one to
two millions. Mr. Weber says that
idle menhave existed in large cities
since the early daysof the republie.

But the rush tn the citles at present fs
from our own rural districts. The
same conditibn prevails in Eurepe in
regard to urban emijgration. In fact the
rush from country to city has heen mo
ali rming in Germany that legislation
to Frotect- it 1s already contemplated.

The cry that a large percentage of
criminals and paupers are of the for-
elgn element may have considerable °
t uth in it, but it is niot becaure of for-
elgn birth or parentage that such is the
case, [tis simply because the forelgn-
ers represent lhe “poorer section? of
society, and in our forms of civilization
and eociology there must be a poorer
section, and from this will come the
criminals and pacpers,no matter where
born,

The “Know-nothing? party of fifty
yenrs ago contained many men who
honestly belleved that | American in-
terests were being jeopardlzed by the
increaging arrival of foreigners. “*The
party did not succeed, however, but
the republic still exists, and rpext
year we expect fo show to (fhe
world the marvellous progrees of our
country at an exposition held in a city,
which at the time the Know-nothing
party existed was but little more than
a barren prairle, but now has a popula.
tion of uver a million people, while the
party has perished, leaving nothing as
a monument save the lesson of warn-
ing to posterity to avoid raclal and
religious bigofry in the formation and
conduct of political parties.”?

Mr. Weber daes not approve the con-
templated consular inspection system
at forelgn ports, because he thinks it
would not be as effective as the present
method rigorously enforced, and with
somesmall amendments to mest weak
ordefective links in the existlng laws
pertaining to Immigration.
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A WISE STEP.

TEE World’s Fair Comm/issionera,
appointed by Governor Thomas under
the act of 1890, are actively engnged In

their dutier. They have called to their
aid many prominent citizen», have ar-
ranged with the banks to borrow the
money neceesary on guaranties (rom
moneyed men, and have now sccured
the co-operation of an advisory coms *
mittee, which will greatly facilitate
the work and go a great way towards
agsuring the success of the movement.
Very wisely, In our oplnion, this com-
mittee is to be composed ot the gentle-
men named in the bill passed by the
late Legislature, which is now bhefore
Congrees. This will not only promote
harmony but secure services that will
be invaluable. And in the remote
event of the pusssge of the bill by Con-
gress, the work now commenced will
go on without hindrance. We hope
these gentlemen will receive the sup-
port of all people in the Territory who
can furnfsh anything suitable for ex-
hloition at the great gatheringgor the
world’s produnets. Utab must Te pre-
sented I8 her best light and habill-
ments, and every friend to the Terrl.
tory will do u!ll that is possible in this
laudable interest.

AMLANTA, Qa.,, April 19. — The
fourth annual congress of the Hcotch-
Irish SBoelety of America will cunvene
in Atlanta om April 28th, and remaln

in seeslon three days.



