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CORRESPONDENCE.

CARDENAS,

Cardenas, May 17, 1898.

When the American gulde-book man
writes up Cuba, a year or two hence,
he wlll speak of Cardenas as the Phila-
delphia of the island. Though only an
infant town, as compared with its three
hundred year old mnelghbors—having
been born after the first quarter of the
present century, (about the year 1830, I
helieve)—it has already played a lead-
ing roie In Cuba’s commercial affairs.
Lying at the head of a safe and spa-
clous bay, fifty miles east from Matan-
zas, and one hundred and fifty from
Havana, It is the last port of conse-
quence on the north coast of the island.
Beyvond Cardenas, going eastward, all
the seaboard industries are shifted to
the south coast, and with the sole ex-
ception of Sapua la Grande, (an unim-
portant port at the mouth of a river),
one may sail along the entire two-
thirds remaining length of the island,
rounding Cape Maysi at the eastern tp,
and then golng west on the other side
a8 far as Santiago, without finding a
place worth visiting. Cardenas, with a
population :of 25,000, i1s not only the
eapltal of a fertile district, and one of

the maln outlets of Cuba’s richest prov-
tnce, Matanzas—but Is also the great
rallway center of the island; or, more
properly speaking, It ought to be, as
all the railroads of the country form a
junction fifteen miles Inland at an In-
significant. station ecalled Jovellonas
In time of peace Cardenas enjoyed a
thriving business, particularly in sugar
and moiasses—its exports of the former
sometimes amounting to one hundred |
thousand tons a year. To the west ann:!I
gouth stretch the great sugar estates
which- have made this fraction of
Spalin’s dominlon a prize to be fought
for, with thelr sugar millsa and refin-
erles—now all In ruins. The water side,
of the town is fed wlth long wharves
and Jined with warhouses, and its ex-
tensive railway depot would do oredit
to any metropolls. There are a few pre-
tentlous publle bulldings, Including
the custom house, hospital and college;
its cobble-paved streets—considerably
wider than those of Havana—have two
lines of horse-gcars;. there ls gas and
electric llghting, and more two-storled
houses than one is accustomed to see
In Spanish America. But, notwithstand-
Ing the broad blue bay in front and the
Paseo, whose tall trees seem to be
touching finger tips across the road,
congratulating each other on the pres-
ence of eternal summer—(Cardenas ls
not an attractive town. You miss the
glamour of antigulty and historic in-
terest which pervades Havana, Matan-
xas, Santiago, and feel somehow de-
frauded by a town which Is new with-
out belng modern—young but not|
youthful. Why a place of so much com- |
merclal importance has not been more
strong!y fortifled, it is imposalble to
say. Plenty of bee-hive forts are scat-
tered around the edges and there are
other rude defenses on the land side to
keep the Insurgents out and the recon-/

ecentrador in; but no masslve stone!
wall fortresses, like the Morro,
Cabanas, 8an BSeverino, {mposing

though comparatively worthless, with
their antiquated guns. By the way, did
you know that Cardenas was stormed
and taken by a force which started
from the Unlted States, about Affty
yvears Ago” It was the fillbustering ex-,
pedition of General Narclso Lopez,
who salled from New Qrleans in the
spring of 1R50—when the idea of anpex-
ing Cuba and her half milllon slaves
found considerable favor among the
slave-owneéra of our Southern states.
Lopez was a 8paniard, (born In Vene-
suela}, who had won may laurels in

fighting Spanish American rebels. He
was sent to Cuba Im 1841, to fill some
important post under the home gov-
ernment and in Havana he fell in love
with and married a beautiful and
wealthy Cuban girl. Perhaps [t was
owlng to her influence that he soon re-
slgned his official positlon, and after-
wards took part in a seditious under-
taking, The conspiracy was discov-
ered and nipped in the bud, as so
many inciplent revolutions have been,
before and since; and in 1849, Gemneral
Lopes found It expedient to emigrate
“between two days.” He went to New
York--that paradise of Cuban refu-
gees and disappointed revolutionists,
where he identified himseif prominent-
ly with the large colony of conspirators.
The following year he undertook hls
first expedition to Cuba, salling from

New Orleans, May 19, 1850, In
the Pampero, with 610 men His
object was to ass|st what
was known as the Separatist
revolt, and he expected that then

powerful factlon in Cuba to rally to
his support. Landing at Cardenag, he
took the c¢ity without much trouble—
but held it only two days, when he
wae compelled to retire. The Cubans
did not austain him, as he had antici-
pated, They remembered that he was
a Spaniard, who had gaimed his high
rank in the army of the oppressor,
and naturally they distrusted him. The
following year he came agaln with 600
men. There was no pretence of dis-
guise in our Southern States of the ob-
ject of the expedition, and the detalls
of it were recitlessly given, so that the
Spantards were amply warned and had

time to lay a trap for Lopez. They
knew that he meant to land In the
eastern part of the lsland. Letteys

were sent to him, purporting to come

from Cuban patriots, persuading them’
western portion and,

to land in the
promising to support him. He stopped
at Key West to take coal, landed as
the Spaniards had planned at Bahia
Honda, and marched {nto the interlor
where the Insurrection wag to take
place; while hls second 1n command, W.
S, Crittenden—a pgraduate of West
Point and a Mexican war hero, though
only twenty-eight years old—remalned
at the seaside as a base of operations.
Hearing nothing from Lopez and Know-
Ing therefore that his movement had
been a failure, Crittenden made a
desperate attempt to escape in gpen
hoats; but was dlscovered and cap-
tured.
appealed to for assistance, but declined
to interfere; and, it is said, did not even
visit the unfortunate men because he
feared for his own safety. Proceed-
ings were prompt. The filibusters
were taken to Havana, Lopez was not
permitted the death of a soldler but
was publicly garotted. Forty-nine ot
his men were shot and one hundred and
gix others were loaded with chains and
sent to Spain, where they were held in
pervitude seven monthe. Poor Crit-
tenden, a promising young fellow un-
der thirty, and fifty - £ his men, were
shot in groupe of six under the walls
of old Fort Atares. He refused to
kneel with hls back to the firing party,
according to the Spanish fashlon, bui
faced them erect, saying that he
kneeled only to his God. Report says
that the bodles of the victlms were
treated to frightful indignities.

Since Lopez's day, ¥ncle Samuel has
three timea serlously considered the
acqulsition of Cuba—twice by purchase
and once by conguest. Late in the
"fifties’” a bill was Introduced in both
houses of Congress declaring It highly
expedjent that the key to the Antllles
should be In possession of the United
States, and that negotiations should

The Unlited States consul was:

forthwith be opened with SEpain, look-
fng to the purchase of the Island, for
a sum not exceeding one hundred mil-
lion dollars. It had been expected that
the "Solid South”™ would particularly
favor the scheme—and why It dld not
turn out so, I do not know. When the
matter came up for discussion in the
Senate, Mr. Soule, of Loulsiana, led a
strong opposition. He wanted the
island, but not by purchase, He was
an exceptionally brilliant speaker and
his slightly forelgn accent, graceful
figures of speech and personal magnet-
{sn added to the charm of his oratory.
In conclusion he said: “Let the Unit-
ed States go and take the captive queen
of the Aptilles. I hope I shall llve to
see the day when the golden and
bioody flag of Spaln shall float no more
over any territory, be it istand or city,
which of right should be dominated by
the American nation; when the flag of
cruelty and tyranny shall be replaced
by Mhat which today flies above the
Capitol, the flag of the free.”” 'The bill
was lost in the Senate and never came
out of the committee of foreign rela-
tions of the House; and o ended our
firast formal attempt to buy Cuba.

Meanwhlle olher influences were
quletly at work. Colonel E. V. Sum-
ner, who was then in Europe, was
commissioned to ascertain how a move-
ment tending to the purchase of the
island wonld be regarded by TFrance
and Spaln. Hon., John Y. Mason was
then our minlster to the court SL
Cloud; but is was considered unwise to
risk becoming persona noh grata by
pressing the American project before
the intensely pro-Spanish French
premier, in case the tentative inquiry
should be unfavorably recelved and re-
sult in unpleamant diplomatic relations
with the foreign office. 'The answer
showed that the precaution was well
taken. Duke de Mourney, the em-
peror’s half-brother, who was then the
ruling spirit of the French foreign of-
fice and greatly infiuenced by the Em-
press genie, declared himself strenu-
ously opposed to any attempt belng
made to compel Spain to yield any of
her possessions either under threats or
moral pressure; and that if the Unlited
States persisted in her efforta to ac-
quire Cuba, contrary to the wishes of
the Spanish queen and cortes, the act
would be considered by FrancCe as un-
friendly,

Then for a whole decade ..nothing
more was heard about the purchase
of Cuba. In 1868, 800N after
our Civil War had been fought
and slavery was dead, a suggestion
came from Spain herself, It was when
General Prim, General Serreno and
Marshal Q. Donnel—the three great llb-
eral leaders of Spaln, who had all been
banlshed by Queen Isabella, returned to
their native land, and were 50 success-
ful In pushing their revolt that Queen
Isabella in turn, had to fAee. Serrenc
became regent; but Spain yas ahso-
lutely without money—and money the
new Liberal government must have.
There was no applying to any Euro-
pean sovereign to help malntain the
T.ibera) {dea, which was an opben menace
to all monarchies; and so General Prim
suggested the sale of Cuba, He was
confident that the United States woutd
gladly purchaze, and proposed the open-
ing of negotiations at once. How aif-
ferent would have been the subsequent
history of that unhappy island, and of
Spain—and heaven knows how much
money and how many llvea to be sao-
rificed in the present war It would
have saved the United Statezhad the
matter been carried through. But at
that time our own national debt was
very large, and Senator Sumner and
other prominent Republicans thought it
should not be Increased. General Grant
was "up" for the presidency, and gshould
the purchase of Cubha be attempted dur-
Ing the campalgn the Democrats would
certalnly make party capital out of 1t.



