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when the american guidebookguide book man

writes up cuba a year or two hence
hebe will speak of cardenas as the phila-
delphia of the island though only an
infant town as compared with its three
hundred year old neighbors having
been born atterafter the first quarter of the
present century about the year 1830 1I
bellevebelieveitit has already played a lead-
ing role in cubas commercial affairs
lying at the head of a satesale and spa-
cious bay fifty miles east from mata-
xas

mata-
me and one hundred and fifty from
havanaghavam it is the last port of conse-
quence on the north coast of the island
beyond cardenas going eastward all
the seaboard industries are shifted to
the south coast and stat the sole ex-
ception ofdf saguabagua la grande an unim-
portant port atait the mouth of a river
one may sailsaal along the entire two
thirds remaining length of the island
roundingfounding cape atait the eastern tip
and then going west on toethe other side
asan taxfar as santiago without finding a
place worth visiting cardenas with a
population bofof Is not only the
capital of a fertile district and one of
the malnmain outlets of cubas richest prov-
ince matanzasMatan but is also the great
railway center of the island or more
properly speaking it ought to be as
all the railroads of the country form a
junction fifteen miles inland at onan in-
significant station called Jovellonas
in time of peace cardenas enjoyed a
thriving business particularly in sugar
and molasses its exports of the former
sometimes amounting to one hundred
thousand tons a year to the west and
south stretch the great sugarsugae estates
which have made this fraction of

dominion a prize to be fought
for with their sugar mills and refin-
eries now all in ruins the water side
of the town Is fed with long wharves
and dined with warehouseswarhouses and its ex-
tensive railway depot would do credit
to any metropolis there are a few pre-
tentioustent ious public buildings including
the custom house hospital and collegecollege
its nobblecobble paved streets cconsiderably
wider than those of havana bave two
iines of horse earscars there Is gusgas and
electric lighting and more two storied
houses than one is accustomed to see
in spanish america but notwithstand-
ing the broad blue bay in front and the
maseopaseo whose tall trees seem to be
touching finger tips across the road
congratulating each other on the pres-
ence of eternal summer cardenas is
not an ataattractiveactive town you miss the
glamour of antiquity and historic in-
terest which pervades havana matan
meas santiago and feel somehow de-
frauded by a town which Is new with-
out being modern young but not
youthful why a place of so much com-
mercial importance has not been more
strongly fortified it is impossible to
saygay plenty of beehivebee hive forts axeare scat-
tered around the edges and there are
other rude defenses on the land side to
keep the insurgents oatout and the recon

in but no massive stone
wall fortresses like the morro
cabanas san severino imposing
though comparatively worthless with
their antiquated guns by the way did
you know ththait cardenas was stormed
widand taken tyby a force which started
from the united states about fifty
years ago it was the filibustering ex-
peditiontion of general lopezlopea
who sailedballed from new orleans in the
spring of 1860 when the idea of annex-
ing cuba and her half million slaves
found considerable favor among the
slave ere of our southern states
lope was a spaniardSpasdard born in vene
uelas whobo had won may laurels in

fighting spanish american rebels he
was sent to cuba in 1841 to fill some
important post under the home gov-
ernment and in havana he fell in love
with and married a beautiful and
wealthy cuban girl perhaps it was
owing tobo her influence that he soon re-
signed his official position and after-
wards took part in a seditious under-
taking the conspiracy waswaa discov-
ered and nipped in the bud as so
many incipient revolutions have been
before and since and in 1849 general
lopez found it expedient to emigrate

between two days he went to new
york that paradise of cuban refu-
gees and disappointed revolutionists
where he identified himself prominent-
ly with the large colony of conspirators
theme following year he undertook his
first expedition to cuba sailing from
new orleans may 19 18601850 in
the pampero with men his
object was to assist what
waswaa known as the separatist
revolt and he expected that then
powerful faction in cuba to irallyally to
his support landing at cardenas he
took the city without much trouble
but held it only two days when he
was compelled to retire the cubans
did not sustain him as he had antici-
pated they remembered that he was
a spaniard who had gained his high
rank in the army of the oppressor
and naturally they distrusted him the
following year he came again with
men there waswaa no pretencepredencepretence of dis-
guise in our southern states of the ob
eject of the expedition and the details
of it were recklessly given so that the
spaniards were amply warned and had
time to lay a trap torfor lovezlopez they
knew that he meant to land in the
eastern part of the island letterswere sent to him purporting to come
from cuban patriots persuading them
to land in the western portionorl and
promising to support him he stopped
at key west to take coal landed as
the spaniards had planned at bahia
honda and marched into the interior
where the insurrection was to take
place while his second in command W
S crittenden a graduate of west
point and a mexican war hero though
only twenty eight years old remained
at the seaside as a base of operations
hearing nothing from lopez and know-
ing therefore that his movement had
been a failure crittenden made a
desperate attempt to escape in open I1

boats but was discovered and cap-
tured the united states consul waswaa
appealed to torfor assistance but declined
to interfere and it is said did not even
visit the unfortunate men because hb
feared for his own safety proceed-
ings were prompt the filibusters
were taken to havana lopez was not
permitted the death of a soldier but
was publicly garotted forty nine otof

I1 his men were shot and one hundred and
six others were loaded with chains and

I1 sent to spain where they were held in
servitude seven months poor crit-
tenden a promising young fellow un-
deri thirty and fifty i1 his men were
shot in groups of six under the walls
of old portfort alares he refused to
kneel with his back to the firing party
according to the spanish fashion but
faced them erect saying that he
kneeled only to his god report says
that the bodies ofat the victims were
treated to frightful indignities

since lopees day uncle samuel hashaa
three times seriously considered the
acquisition of cuba twice by purchase
and onoeonce by conquest late in the
fifties a bill was introduced in both

houses of congress declaring it highly
expedient that the key to the antilles
should be in possession of the united
states and that negotiations should

forthwith be opened with spain look-
ing to the purchase of the island for
a sum not exceeding one hundred mil-
lion dollars it had been expected that
the solid south would particularly
favor the scheme and why it did not
turn out so I1 do not know when the
matter came up torfor discussion in the
senate mr soule of louisiana led a
strong opposition he wanted the
island but not by purchase he

exceptionally brilliant speaker and
his slightly foreign accent graceful
figures of speech and personal magnet-
ism added to the charm of his oratory
in conclusion he said let the unit-
ed states go and take the captive queen
of the antilles I1 hope I1 shall live to
see the day when the golden and
bloody flag of spain shall float no more
over any territory be it island or city
which of right should be dominated by
the american nation when the flag of
cruelty and tyranny shall be replaced

which today fliesfiles above the
capitol the flag of the free the bill
was lost in the senate and never came
out of the committee of foreign rela-
tions of the house and so ended our
first formal attempt to buy cuba

meanwhile other influences were
quietly at work colonel E V sum-
ner who was then in europe wabwaa
commissioned to ascertain how a move-
ment tending to the purchase of the
island would be regarded by france
and spain hon john Y mason waswaa
then our minister to the court st
cloud but is was considered unwise to
risk becoming persona nohboft grata by
pressing the american project before
the intensely pro spanish french
premier in case the tentative inquiry
should be unfavorably received and re-
sult in unpleasant diplomatic relations
with the foreign office the answer
showed that the precaution was well
taken duke de the em-
perors halthalf brother who was then the
ruling spirit of the french foreign of-
ficefice and greatly influenced by the em-
press idenieIQugenie declared himself strenu-
ously opposed to any attempt being
made to compel aprinsprinspa ln to yield ayaay of
her possessions either under threats or
moral pressure and that if the united
states persisted in her efforts to ac-
quire cuba contrary to the wishes otof
the spanish queen and cortes the act
would be considered by france as un-
friendly

then for a whole decade nothing
more was heard about the purchase
ofcf cuba in 1868 soon atterafter
our civil war had been fought
and slavery was dead a suggestion
came from spain herself it was when
general prim general serreno and
marshal 0 donnel the three great lib-
eral leaders of spain who had all been
banished by queen isabella returned to
their native land and were so success-
ful in pushing their revolt that queen
isabella in turn had to flee serreno
became regent but spain yas abso-
lutely without money and money the
new liberal government must have
there was no applying to any euro-
pean sovereign to help maintain the
liberal idea which waswaa an open menace
to all monarchies and so general prim
suggested the sale of cuba he was
confident that the united states would
gladly purchase and proposed the open-
ing of negotiations at once how dif-
ferent would have been the subsequent
history of that unhappy island and of
spain and heaven knows how much
money and how many lives to be sac-
rificed in the present war it would
have saved the united Statstateseshadhad the
matter been carried through but at
that time our own national debt waowa
very large abid senator sumner and
other prominent republicans thought it
should not be increased Gegeneral grant
was up for the presidencyprealdency and should
the purchase of cuba be attempted dur
ing the campaign the democrats would
certainly make party capital out of it


