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I1 raufam aware that brother franklin D
richards request to the children to come
to meeting this afternoon has produced a
little excitement but we are very happy
to see jhb people together my remarks
will be to parents as well as to children
I1 wuiwill commence by saying that if each and
everyone of us who are parents willwll reflect
upon the responsibilities devolving upon
us we shall come to the conclusion that we
should never permit ourselves todoto do any-
thingthin that we are not willing to see ourchugrenchildren do we should set tathemem an ox
ample that we wish them to imitate do
we realize this how often we see parents
demand obedience good behavior kind
words pleasant looks a sweet voice and a
bright eye from a child or children when
they themselves are full of bitterness and
scolding I1 how inconsistent and unrea-
sonable this is if we wish our children

aoto look pleasant we should look pleasant
at them and if we wish them to speak
kind words to each other let us speak
kind words to them we need not go into
detail but we should carry out this i

ciple from year to year in our whole lives
and do as wowe wish our children to do
I1 say this with regard to our morals and
our falthfaith inau our religion

now let me call the attention of parents
to another subject worthy of their notice
that is the use of proper language take
us as a people and we are not overstockedoverstocked
with language there are very few highly
educated men in the church to which we
belong we have a few learned men and
a few good scholars among the women but
they are scarce now parents and I1 wish
yoayon to remember this should never per-
mit themselves to speak improperly before
a child or to use language that would not
be commendable in an orator isyouifyoayou have
not such language at your command then
use the best you have it is true that to
use that which we are in possession of to
advantage is a peculiar gift we see some
who can use language apparently to their
entire satisfaction and yet they have no
great store of language at their command
but still they have the happy faculty of
conveyingconvey ing their ideas with greater propri-
ety thanthau others who are literary in ttheirheir
tastes and have been highly educated
there is considerable in making choice of
words for instance if we were to address
a man who had been disobedient and need-
ed chastisement we would use very differ-
ent language from that which would be
used ifaddressing achildachild or a lady ifkoifxonyonU
wish to impress onou the mindmindss of individu-
als or an audience anything that youyon
desire them to remember youyon will have to
use language accordingly I1 have heard it
observed that language should beblousedused ac-
cording to the merits or demerits of the
case under consideration this will do un-
der some circumstances I1 wish to im-
press upon myself as well as upon my
brethren and sisters the propriety of
never using language to a child that we
should dislike to hear them use in refined
society if we have a choice set of words
at our command we should always ususee
them when speaking to our children even
from the time they commence to talk if
we do this the effect will bobe very pleasing
in after years for when our children en-
ter into polite and refined society instead
of being mortified and having to call them
to one side to correct their unrefined lan-
guagegua 0 the elegance and propriety otof theirmoyemoyomode of expression will be a source of
gratification and pleasure if a child has
to be corrected for the use of improper or
inelegant languageit might reply mother
or father I1 am using words that you
taught me

carry out this principle not only in
language butin all the affairs of life and
letusletiet us always set an example before our
children that is worthy of their imitation
and highest admiration if we do this
we shall have occasion to rejoice and be
exceeding bladglad forwefor we shall have influence
over them and they will not forsake us

there is a passage in this good book the
bible said to havehavo been written by a very
wise man which says

train up a child in the way he should go
and when he Is old he will noinot depart from I1itt lt

I1

to makomake a community thoroughly un-
derstandderden stand these words a great deal of ex-
planation would be necessary to illus-
trate I1 ask myself am I1 capable of brinbring-
ing up a child in thetho way that he should
go the answer is right here I1 am not
why not because I1 have not that light
and intelligence in my possession and
that command over myself to give to a
child aa suitable impression tanderbander averyevery
circumstancecIrcumaneeanceaneo and Inuin 4 evveryery placepwe when I1
andresa himhirn or require any him
ifouldI1 would not speak discouragingly of my-
self or of my brethbrethrencefirefi and sisters weW e
know a great deal but when we compare
our knowledge with the fountain of
knowledge it isig very small when our
light is compared with the fountain of
light it asvery small and consequently I1
can say that I1lamntarnam not preTrepreparedpared to bring up
achildachild in the way he should gago and yet
I1 probably come as near to it asas anany per-
son that lives how is it with my breth-
ren and sisters they are capable of bring

ing up their children a great deal better
han they do thatisthat is certain if we do as

well as we know how use all the faith
and intelligence in our possession and seek
toogaingain more we will be able to bring up
our children in such a way that very few of
homhemthem will ever depart from the right path
I1 want you to remember this if we will
do just as well as we know how never
missing an opportunity of giving a word
a look aror a principle that will do good to
the rising generation never permitting our-
selves to be overtaken in fault but pre-
serving ourselves in the integrityIntegity and pa-
tience of our souls there are very few of
the rising generation with us that will de-
part from the words of life As for those
who are old amongst us their traditions
and prepossessed notions imbibed in child-
hood cling to them like a garment or
likeilke something glued to them and they
govern them to a great extent and it is
almost an impossibility for old people
to get rid of their traditions but
it will be very different with our
children if we train them accord-
ing to the will of god that has been
revealed to us as a people we have the
old and new testament the book of
mormon giving an account of the aborigi-
nes of our country the visit of the savior
to and the organization of hishi a church on
this continent the same as to his brethbrethrenreiarela
on the land of palestine then we have
the book of doctrine and covenants in
addition to these three books we have the
history discourses and sayings of the pro-
phet joseph and the historybistorV sayings and
discourses of the elderseldera of israel and also
the experience we have gained in this
church combine these and I1 think we
can not come to the conclusion that we are
ignorant and do not know anything al-
though I1 say that in comparison with the
fountain of all knowledge our knowledge
is small and trifling butnut if we will do as
well as we know howow we will be able to
teach our children sufficient doctrine truth
and principle that they will actually grow
up into christ our living head I1

now let us say a few words with regard
to human nature and its proneness to wan-
der into evil yottyou go for instance to the
river and commence to throw sticks and
shavings into the water and they will go
down stream and a great effort or a very
powerful wind will be required to make a
small boat vessel bark or even a board
that the children play with go up stream
the same is true of small streams cast
anything into them and it goes down
stream we are taught in these books
that through the eailpall we have partakenpartakerpartaken
so much of the nature of the enemy he
has so much influence in the flesh of every
person that we have to enter into a warfare
and we have to summon all our force
and to use eveevery effort to propel our
bark up sstreamtreaaz or to put down in-
iquity in our own hearts and incli-
nations I1 will pause right here
and refer to what brother george Q can-
non was saying this morning to the chil-
dren said he my boys do not chew to-
bacco because you see others do it do not
smoke a cigar because youyon see others do
it my little girls do not drink tea be-
cause you see mamma do it now let
me give you a comparison ask these
little boys if they saw two parties one
on the right hand praying to the father
in the name of jesus and the other on
the left with a cigar in his mouth puff-
ingI1 away aass vigorously as possible wwhich
they would be most inclined to imitate
anaandand you will find they will instantly choose
that which is evil they are not inclined
to pray there seems to be a kind of a
dread or terror about it and they say we
do not know how to ask thothe father for
blessings and we do not think we could
pray but give us a cigar and we can puff
as well as anybody this is only a com-
parison but it furnishes a correct illustra-
tion of the facility with which evil habits
are acquired and how quick children as
well as parents are to go astray how
quick their feet are to run into by and
forbidden paths but if parents will con-
tinually set before their children exam-
ples worthy of their imitation and the
approval of our father in heaven they
will turn the current and the tidetlde of
feelings of their children and they even-
tually will desire righteousness more than
evil this disposition will not be acquired
in one day week or year but let parentsarents
spend their lives in teaching good inanfn good
words and good looks and in the continual
exercise of their faith in god and their
children will finally feel that they would
rather be christians than sinners

have weWO any proof of this yes we
have brethren here who have traveled a
good deal and who have been in the church
a good many years if they could only
think of them they could count over
people by thothe hundred and the thou-
sand who have left this church but you
now see many of their children coming to
zion and get into conversation with them
and botiyou will hearbear them say 1I have comocome
to see what you latter day saints are
doing my father was formerly a member
of your church but he left and died in
vermont Massacmassachusettshuset s rewnew hampshire
rhode island maine england scotland
ireland wales or somewhere else my
parents taught me to believe the gospel
and although they were cut off the church
it has never left meind when I1 read the
bible I1 find that they taught me the truth
if I1 go to meeting among the sectarianssectarians I1
gain neither light nor knowledge but
what my parents taught me has had anzu in

fluence upon me ththroughrous my udaufa froinfrom my
childhood up and now I1 have come to see
what you latter day saints are doing
and the children and grandchildren of
those who apostatized years and years ago
will come up to zion by hundreds and
thousands impelled by what their parents
taught them in childhood

this is another comparison wowe are not
quite all going to apostatize a great many
have died in the faith and a great niamany
have apostatized but theirthoin posterity wiilwillWull
come to zion and believe the truth our
children will have the love of the truth if
we but live our religion parents should
take that course that their children can
say 1I never know my father to deceive or
take advantage of a neighbor I1 never
knew my father take to himself ththata which
did not belong to himbim never beverl no
but he said son or daughtendaughter be honest
true virtuous kind industrious prudent
and fall of good works 11 such teachings
fromfroni parents to their children will abiablabidega

0
with them forevefor ever unless they sin against
the holy ghost and somebome few perhaps
will do this

ifyou should have visits here from those
professing to be christians and they inti-
mate a desire to preach to you by all
meansmeana invite them to do so accord to
every reputable person who may visit
you and who may wish to occupy the
stands of your meeting bouseshouses to preach to
you the privilege of doing so no matter
whether heho be a catholic Fresbypresbyterianterianterlan
congregationalist baptist preeI ree will rapbap-
tist methodist or whatever he maybe and
if he wishes to speak to your chUchildrendrent let
him do so of course you have the power to
correct whatever false teachings or impres-
sions if any your children may heartear or
receive I1 saytray to parents place your chil-
dren as far as you have an opportunity to
do so in a position or situation to leamlearn
everything in the world that is worth learn-
ing

leam-
ing you will probably have what is called
a christian church here they will not ad-
mit that we are christians but they can
not think us further from the plan of salva-
tion as revealed from heaven than we know
them to be so we are even on that ground
as far as it goes bat as I1 was bayingsaying yonyou
may have professing Christchristianslauslauh cacomo0 hereere
to take up their realdresidenceoneoeneo in your midst
and I1 want to say to parents and chichildrenchilgrenidrenlaren
that so far as the christian rationsnations are con-
cerned awill take america for instance and
on the score of morals honesty integrity
truthfulness and firme you will find peo-
ple by hundreds of thousands just as good
as any latter day saints as far as they
know they are the ones we are after
the lord told us to go and preach the gos-
pel without purse and script what tor
to hunt up the honest ones who are now
mixed up with all the nations of the earth
and gather them together and weve have
done so as far as we have bad the opportu-
nity and privilege and after we are
gathered we are none too honest any moreraone
than the inhabitants of the world gener-
ally are and they hardly know the mean-
ing of the term still according to the
light they possess I1 mean the christian
world thousands and millions of them
are honest virtuous and true and I1 fel-
lowship them as far as they jodo right Is
this strange no ibisitisit is notMOL I1 wish that
all the latter day saints were aaas good ac-
cording to the knowledge they possess as
thousands and of the sectarian
world are anaand I1 will not skip even the
heathen world for many of them are as
good and honest according to the light
they possess as men and women know
how to be

now then if our brethren of the presby
terians methodists or any others visit here
and want to preach to you certainly let
them preach and have your children bear
them they will tell you to keep the sab-
bath and to love your father and mother
they will tell you to be true honest indus
arious to be faithful to your studies to
read the bible and all good books to ststudyudy
the sciences ac which is all good
and as far as such teaching goes juatjust
as good as it can be if they want to come
ardandana teach your children in the sunday
school I1 say let them do so most certainlywe have scores of thousands of their books
distributed among the sunday schools
throngthroughout our territory home latter
day saints think they are not exactly what
tiley ought to be butco are using anem la
our schools sundays mondays tuesdays
wednesdays Thurthursdaysslays fridays and sat-
urday

sat-
urdays a from one years end to another

I1 say parents do not be afraid of having
your children learn everything that laIs
worth learning I1 catican pick hundreds and
thousands of children in this church whom
I1 couldcoula teach with greater ease and so
could a man from college than their pa-
rents could be taught I1icanleancancau get at their
senses better they are quick and apprehen-
sive and can learn sooner and if any
of our christian brethren want to go into
our sabbath schools tito teach our children
ietlet them do so Theychey willvill not teach them
anything immoral in the presence of those
who are in charge of the sichschools they waitwalt
until they get behind the door in the dark
before they commit immoral acts and very
few of them will even then but in their
sunday schools they teach as good morals
asashouyou and I1 can teach

I1 want to say that we are for tbthathea truthtroth
the whole truth and but the truth
we are pursuing the path of truth and
and by we expect to possess a great
more than weWO doio now but to say that
shall ever possess all truth I1 papausemeomoo

j not know whenwhon we receive light

truth frofroni01 the fountain of I1lighti and truth
bulhut I1 smm notnet ata liberty totossymossysay and do notnet
know thatwe shallshill ever seesea the time when
we shall possess allkil truth natbat we will re
belve truthtrudi from any sourcescarce wherever we
can obtain it11

sestnest week the great camp meet-
ing that hastin been so long contem-
plated is to commence in thetha city of
sutsalt lakelase where I1 harohare heard it whis-
pered there are so many of ibethe mor
mons to be be converted I1 am going to
permitermit every one of mynay children to go andeeanreanbearbean what they have to say when we
come to the sciences of the day the know-
ledge of the sectarian world is very ex-
tensive the same is true of their morality
balbat when we coecome to rcrekareadad out of the bookbokcfof life the words of the almighty to
the peopleeople and compare them with the
enolknolknowledgegedge of the sectarian world I1 am re-
minded of the words of sir francis train
concerning a certain gentleman said behe

1Iwanwantvant yonyou to sit down and tell me all
yon know in airefire minutes theythey Ccanean
tell all they know about gdgod godliness
heaven earth and thetho exaltation ofor marlman
to the godhead lain fivafive minutes for they
do notmot know anything eancan
see this and I1 want them to seehee it if there
is any man among them that does know
anything about the plan of the almighty
for tilethe redemptionca and exaltation of man
I1 hope andabd pray that imayimasI1 maymas have the privi-
lege

ri
I1 TI

of seeing him I1 recollect when rt was
young going to bear lorenzoIjorenzo dow preach
ilehe wawat esteemed a very great man by
the religious folks 1I although young in
yearssears and lac icing experience had thought
a great many times that I1 would like totd
bear some manchoman wh0 couldwellcould telltelimmee somethingsom ething
when ilehe opened the bible about the son of
god the will otof god what the ancients
did and received saw and heard and knew
pertaining to golcod and heaven so I1 went
to bearhear Ijorenzo dow he stood up somesonne
of the time andana he sat down some of the
time lie was in this pusipositiontion and in that
position and talked two or three hours
and when he got through I1 asked myself

what basehave youyon learned from lorenzo
dow and my answer wasvas nothing

but moralsmorais beile could tell the
nopleeopleeople they should not work on the sabgathtb day ttheyteyley should not lieile swear steal
commit adultery albut when he came to
teaching the things of god he was as dark
ss midnight and soI1 lived until finally
31 made a profession of religion I1 thought
to myselfmyselfcelt I1 would try to break off my sins
and lead aa better life and be as moral as I1possibly could for I1 was pretty sure that
I1 should not stay here alwnalwaalwaysys Wcherejiereore I1
was going to I1 did not know but I1 would
like to be as good as I1 know how while
here rather than ruurun the risk of being nuilfoil
of evil I1 haihal heard a good deal about
religion and what a good nicemice place hheaveneaven
waswah 1 and how good the lord was and I1ththoughtuabt I1 would try to live a pretty good0d
life batbut when I1 reached the years 0of I1will say courage I1 think that isis the bestbest
termterni I1 would ask questions I1 would say
eidEldeidereldereroreronor minister I1 read so and so in the
biblebibie how do youyon understand it thenI1 would go and hear them preach on the
divinity of the son and the character of
the father and the hoir ghost and their
divinitydicinit1 and I1 will say the divinity of
the soxsolsoulUaitoretorof man what we are here for and
various kindred topics but after asking
questionsquestIon andsand bobear them preach year
after year what did I1 learn nothing I1would as liefsoiierliefgo intolato a swamp at midnight
to learnlearnt how to paint apapleapieletureturetare and then de-
fine its colors whenkilen there is neither moon
socsor stars visible and profoundprofhoundlound darkness
prevails as to go to the religious world to
learn about god heaven hellheli or the faith
of a christian but they can explain our
duty as tatiratirationalonalomal moral beings and that is
good excellent as fu-itsasifeit goes

this has been my experience in the chris-
tian world and I1 want our children to go0
and hear allail there is to bear for the whole
sum otof itwill be wound up as I1 once heard
one of the finest speakers america has ever
produced say whenvixen speaking on the soul
ofinasof man after laboring ionglong on the subjectact
ho straightened himselfupap he was a fine
looking inan and said hebe my brethren
and sisters I1 must come to the conclusion
that the soul ot marlman is an immaterial sub-
stance said I1 baurbahlbaar there was no
more sense in his discourse than in the
bleating of a sheep or the grunting
I1 palliatedpalliated the facts partially however so
far as he was concerned by attributing myiny
iceklack ofcomprehension to my own ignor-
ance this reminds me that I1 once beard
mr lansing preach a most elaborate dis-
course it was in the morning and when
the meeting wasvas dismissed and the people
hadbad come out deacon brown says to dea-
con taylor what a sermonsennon we have
hadhadl deacon taylor say yes testvesirest
deacon brown says that is one of the
most profound discoursesses I1 ever heard mryr
lansing deliver and so they continued
talkingtaitalking until oneonel of them said at last picfic1ril
did not understand a word of it the
other deacon replied neither did I1
theirverdict was aajustjustononeefnorthefortheorthediscdisediscoursediscoursours 0
consisted of fine beautiful words and
nothing elseeleo I1 saw and beard nothing to
give meI1 the least cluedue to ananything pertain-
ing to god heaven or the designs of the
creator with regard to the earth and ita in-
habitants batbut as I1 did notmot understand a
word of it I1 supposed that was onan account
of myray ignorance until I1 heardbeard the deacons
say that they did not and then I1 concluded
that I1E knewknow as much they did northiseorfor this
reason I1 say go and leamlearn all they know
theintheir are good but isyou came


