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IfayM awa-e that Brother Franklin D.
Richard’s request to the children to come
to meeting this afterncon has produced a
little excitement; but we are very happy
to see the people together. My remarks
will be to parents as well as to children.
I will commence by saying that if each and
every one of us who are parents wiil reflect
upon the responsibilities devolving upon
us we shall come to the conclusion that we
should never]permit ourselves to do any-
thing that we are not willing to see our
children do. We should set them an ex-
ample that we wish them to imitate. Do
we realize this? How often we see parents
demand obedience, good behavior, kind
words, pleasant looks, a sweet voice and a
bright eye from a child or children when
they themselves are full of bitterness and
scolding! How inconsisient and unrea-
sonable thisis! If we wish our children
.to look pleasant we should look pleasant
at them; and if we wish them to speak
kind words to each other, let us speak
kind words to them. We need not go into
detail, but we should carry out this prinei-
ciple from year to year in our whole lives,
and do as we wish our children to do.
I say this with r to our morals and
our faitl. iu our religion.

Now let me call the attention of parents
to another subject worthy of their notice:—
that is the use of proper language. Take
us as a people and we are not overstocked
with lan ; there are very few higkly
educated men in the church to which we
belong. We have afew learned men and
a few good schelars among the women, but
they are scarce. Now, parents, and I wish
you to remember this, should never per-
mit themselyes to speak improperly before
a child, or to use lan that would not
be'commendable in an orator, Ifyou have
not such e at your command, then
use the best you have. It is true that to
use that which we are in possession of to
advantage is a peculiar gift. We see some
who can use language, apparently, to their
entire satisfaction, and yet they have no
great store of language at their command;
but still they have the happy faculty of
conveying their ideas with greater propri-
ety than others who are literary in their
tastes and have been highly educated.
There is considerable in making choice of
words, For instance, if we were to address
a man who had been disobedient and need-
ed chastisement we would use very differ-
ent language from that which would be
used ifaddressing achild or alady. If you
wish to impress on the minds of individu-
als or an audience anything that you
desire them to remember, you will have to
use lan accordingly. I have heard it
observed that language should be used ac-
cording to the merits or demerits of the
case under consideration; this will do un-
der some circumstances, I wish to im-
press upon myself, as weil as upon my
brethren and sisters, the propriety of
never using language to a child that we
should dislike to hear them use in refined
society. If we have a choice set of words
at our command we should always use
them when speaking toour children even

from the time they commence to talk. If|

we do this, the effect will be vm ﬂming
in after years, for when our en en-
ter into polite and reflned society, instead
of being mortified and having (o call them
to one aglclla :10 correct témlr m:irlgnatdﬂllull;
gu e elegance and propriety ot the
mgg " of expression wﬂY be a source of
gratification and pleasure. If a child has
to be corrected for the use of improper or
inelegant language,it might reply ‘““mother,
or father, I am using words that you
tauhtma.”; this prinecipl t only i
ry ou principle, not only in

language, but in all the affairs of life; and
let us always set an example before our
children that is worthy of their imitation
and highest admiration, If we do this,
we shall have occasion to rejoice and be
exceeding glad, for we shall have influence
over them and they will not forsake us.

There isa passage in this good book (the
Bible) said to have been writtem by a very
wise man, which says:

‘“Train up a child in the way he should go:
and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”

To make a community thoroughly un-
derstand these words a great deal of ‘ex-
planation would be necessary. To illus-
trate, I ask myself, am I eapable of bring-
ing up a child in the way that he should

? The answer is right here,—I am not,

hy not? Because I have not that light
and intelligence in my sion, and
that command over myself to give to a
child a suitable impression uader ev
cimumatuinﬂﬂ and in every place, when
- address him or require any thing of him,
I would not speak discouragingly of my-
self or of my brethren and sisters. e
know a great deal, but when we compare
our

Enowledge it is very small; when our

F

knowledge with the fountain of

light is compared with the fountain of

light it is very small, and . consequently I
can say that I am not prepared to bring up
a child in the way he shounld go; and. yet
I probably come as near to it as any per-
gon that lives,

ren and sisters? They are capable of bring-

How i8it with my breth- | &
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ing up their children a great deal better
than they do, that is certain. If we do as
well as we know how,—use all the faith
and intelligence in our possession, and seek
to gain more, we will be able to bring up
our children in such a way that very few of
them will ever depart from the right path.
I want you to remember this, If we will
do just as well as we know how, never
missing an opportunity of giving a word,
& look or a principle that will do d to
the rising generation, never permitting our-
selves to be overtaken in fault, but pre-
serving ourselves in the integity and pa-
tienca of our souls, there are very few of
the rising generation with us that will de-
part from the words of life, As for those
who are old amongst us, their traditions
and prepossessed notions,imbibed in child-
hood, cling to them like a garment, or
like something glued to them; and the
govern them to a great extent and it
almost an impossibility for old people
to get rid of their traditions; but
it will be very different with our
children if we {rain them accord-
ing to the will of God that has been
revealed to us as a people. Wae have the
Old and New Testament; the Book of
Mormon giving an account of the aborigi~
nes of our country, the visit of the Savior
to and the organization of His Church on
this continent, the same as to His brethren
on the land of Palestine. Then we haye
the Book of Doetrine and Covenants; in
addition to these three books we have the
history, discourses and sayings of the Pro-

het Joseph, and the history, sayings and
Em urses of the Elders of Israel, and also
the experience we have gained in this
church. Combine these, and I think we
can not come to the conclusion that we are
ignorant and do not know anything; al-

ough I say that, in comparison with the
fountain of all knowledge our knowledge
is small and tri.ﬂlng. Buat if we will do as
well as we know how, we will be able to
teach our children sufficient doctrine, truth
and principle that they will actually grow
up into Christ, our living head.

Now let ussay a few words with regard
to human nature and its proneness to wan-
der into evil. You go, for instance, to the
river, and commence to throw sticks and
shavings into the water, and they will go
down stream ; and a great effort or a very
powerful wind will be required to make a
small boat, vessel, bark, or even a board
that the children play with, go up stream,
The same is true of small streams, Cast
anything into them, and it goes down
stream. We are taught in these books
that, through the Fall we have partaken
so much of the nature of the enemy,—he
has so much influence in the flesh of every
person, that we have to enter into a warfare,
and we bave to summon all our force
and to use every effort to propel our
bark up stream, or to put down in-
iquity in our own hearts and incli-
nations I will pause right here,
and refer to what Brother George . Can-
non was saying this morning to the chil-
dren. Said he, “My boys, do not chew to-
bacco because you see others do it; do not
smoke a ci use you see others do
it; my little girls, do not drink tea be-
cause yon see mamma do it.,)? Now let
me give you a comparison, Ask these
little boys, if they saw two parties, one
on the right hand praying to the I'ather
in the name of Jesus, and the other on
the left with a cigar in his mouth, pufi-
ing away as vigorously as possible, which
they would be most inclined to imitate,
and you will find t'h“,if will instantly choose
that which is evil., They are not inclined
to pray; there seems 10 be a kind of a
dread or terror about it, and they say ““We
do not know how to ask the Father for
blessings, and we do not think we could
pray, but give us a cigar and we can. puff
as well as anybody.” This is only a com-
parison, but it furnishes a correct 1llustra-
tion of the fmi].t::iy with which evil habits
are acquired, and how quick children as
well as parents are to go astray, how

uick their feet are to run into by and
orbidden paths, Buat if parents will con-

tinually set before their children exam- | ap

ples worthy of their imitation and the
approval of our Father in heaven, they
will turn the current, and the tide of
feelings of their children, and they, even-

tually, will desire righteousness more than | da

evil. This disposition will not be acquired
in one day, week or year; but let nts
spend their lives in taachingngmd, a good
words and good lecoks and in the continual
exercise of their faith in God, and their
children will finally feel that they would
rather be Christians than sinners,

Have we any proof of this? Yes. We

have brethren here who have traveled a |

good deal, and who have beenin the church
a good many years. If they could only
think of them they ceuld count over
peogla by the hundred and the thou-
sand who have left this church; but you
now see many of their children coming to
Zion; and get into conversaticn with them
and you will hear them say, “I have come
to see what you, Latter-day Saints, are
doing. My father was formerly a member
of your church; but he left and died in
Vermont, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island, Maine, England, Scotland,
Ireland, Wales or somewhere else. My
parents taught me to believe the gospel
and, although they were cut off the church,
it has never left me. When I read the
Bible I find that they taught me the truth.

'the
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fluence upon me through my life from my truth from ihe fountain of light and truth,

childhoo
what you,
And the children and
those who apostatized years and ycears ago,
will come up to Zion bi hundreds and
thousands, impelled by what their parents
taught them in childhood.

This is another comparison, We are not
quite aligning to apostatize; a great many
have died in the faith, and a great map
have apostatized, but their posterity will
come to Zion and believe the truth. Our
children will have the love of the truth, if
we but live our religion. Parents should
take that course that their children can
EIIE, ‘I never knew 1y father to deceive or
take advantage of a peighbor; I never
knew my father take to himself that which
did not belong to him, neyer,'never! No,
but he said ‘son, or cfaughbar, be honest,
true, virtuous, kind, industrious, prudent
and fall of works,” ” Such teachings
from parents to their children will abide
with them for ever unless they sin
the Hut{]{}hnﬂt, and some few,
will do this.

If you should have yisits here from those
professing to be Christians, and they inti-
mate a desire to preach to you, by all
means invite them to do so. Aeccord to
every reputable person who may visit
you, and who may wish to ocenpy the
stands of your meeting bouses to preach to
you, the grivﬂaga of doing 80, no matter
whether he be a {Jathalic,FPmbyteriau,
Conﬁgatlunaliat, Baptist, Free-will Bap-
tist, Methodist, or whatever he may be; and
if he wishes to speak to your children let
him do so. Of course you have the powerto
correct whatever false teachings or impres-
sions, if any, your children-may hear or
receive. 1 say to parents, place your chil-
dren, as far as you have an opportunity to
do so, in a position or situation to learn
everything in the world that is worth learn-
ing. ou will probably have what is called
a Christian church here; they will not ad-
mit that we are Christians, but they can
not think us further from the plan of sal ya-
tion as revealed from Heaven than we know
them to be, s0 we are even on that ground,
as far as it goes. But as I was saying, you
may have professing Christiavs come here
to take up their residence in your midst;
and I want to say to parents and children,
that so far as the Christian rations are con -
cerned Iwilltake America, forinstance, and
on the score of morals,—honesty, mwgri .
truthfulness and virtue, you will find peo-
pie by hundreds of thousands just as good
as any Latter-day Saints as far as they
know. They are the ones we are after,
The Lord told us to go and preach the gos-

1 without purse and script. What tor?

o hunt up the honest oneés who are now
mixed up with all the nations of the earth
and gather them together; and we have
done so, a8 far as we have bad the opportu-
nity and privilege. And after we are
gathered we are none too honest, any more
than the inhabitants of the world gener-
ally are, and they hardly know the mean-
ing of the term. Still according to the
light they possess, I mean the Christian
world, thousands and millions of them
are honest, virtunous and true, and 1 fel-
lowship them as far as they do right, Is
this strange? No, itis not. I wish that
all the Latter-day Saints were as good, ac-
cording to the knowledge they possess, as
thousands and millions of the sectarian
world are; and I will not skip even the
heathen world, for many of them are as
good and honest, according to the light

they possess, as men and women know
how to be.

Now then, if our brethren of the Presby-
terians, Methodists or any others visit here
and want to preach to you, certainly let
them preach, and have your children hear
them. They will tell you to keep the Sab-
bath and to love your father and mother ;
they will tell you to be true, honest, indus.
trious, to be faithful to your studies, to
read the Bible and all good books, to stud
the sciences, &e¢., which is all i
and as far as such teaching goes just
as good as it can be. If they wantto come
teach your children in the Sunday-
school, I say let them do 8o, most Ve
We have scores of thousanads of their books
distributed among the Suanday schools
throughout our Territory. Some Latter-
y Saints think they are not exactly what
they ought to be; bntwe are using them in
our schools Suntiu.}‘ﬂ, Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thurs.iays, Fridays and Sat-
urdays, from one year’s end to another.

I say, Parents, do not be afraid of having
your children learn everything that is
worth learning. 1 can pick hundreds and
thousands of children in this chureh, whom
I could teach with greater ease, and so
could a man from college, than their
rents could be taught, Ican getat their
senses betlter: they ara quick ancFe préehen-
sive and can learn sooner. And if any
of our Christian brethren want to go into
our Sabbath schools to teach our children
let them do so. They will not teach them
anything immoral in the presence of those
who are in charge of theschools; they wait

| until they get behind the door in the dark

before they commit immoral acts, and very
few of them will, even then. PBatintheir
Sunday schools they teach as good morals
as you and I can teach.

want to say that we are for the truth,—
whole truth and nothinge but the truth ;
we are pursuing the patb of truth, and by
and by we expect to possess a great deal

If I go to meeting among the sectarians, I | more than we do now ; but to say that we

ain neither light nor knowledge, but

shall ever possess all truth, I

panse, ¥ do

what my parents tanght me has bhad an in- Illﬂt kEnow when, We receive ljght and

uﬂla.nd now I have come t0 see | but I am not at liberty
tter-day Saints, are doing.’”” | know that we shasll ever see the time when
grandchildren of | we shall

it

|

| divini

to say and do net

possess alltruth. Buat we will re-
ceive truth from any source wherever we
can obtain it

Next week the great camp meet-
ing that has been so long contem-.
plated is fo commence in the city of
Salt Lake, where, I have heard it whis.
pered, there are s0 many of the “Mor-
mons’’ to be be converted. I am going to
Earmit every oneof my children to go and

ear what they have to u:ljy. When we
conne to the sciences of the day the know-
ledge of the sectarian world is very ex-
tensive; thesame is trune of their morality;
but when we come to read out of the Book
of Life, the words of the Almighty to
the ple, and compare them with the
knowledge ofthe sectarian world I am re-
minded of the words of Sir Francis Train
concerning & certain gentleman. Said he:
“I want you to sit down and tell me all
ou know in five minutes.” They can
tell all they knmow about Ged, godliness,
heaven, earth, and the exaltation of man
tothe doﬂheui in five minutes, for they
do not know anything, Our*children can
see this, and I want them tosee it. Ifthere
is any man amongthem that does know
anything aboot the plan of the Almighty
for the redemption and exaltation of man
I hopeand pray that I may have the privi-
legeof seeing him. Irecollect when I was
ﬂmng going to bear Lorénzo Dow preach.

e was esteemed a very great msn by
the religious folks. I, although young in
years and lacking experieace, bad thought
a great many times that I woutd like to
hear some man who could tell me something,
when he opened the Bible, about theson of
God, the will of God, what the ancients
did and received, saw and heard and knew
pertaining to God and heaven. So 1 went
to bear Lorenzo Dow. He stood up some
of the time and he sat down some of the
time; he was in this position and in that
position, and talked two or three hours,
and whea he got through I asked myself,
“What bave you learmed from Lorenzo
Dow?” and my answer was “nothing,
pothing but morals,” He could tell the
ﬁo le they should not work on the Sab-

day; tgay shonld not lie, swear, steal,
commit adultery, &c.,but when he came to
teachin that.hingsufﬁod he was as dark
as midnight. And soI lived until, finally,
1 made a profession of religion., I thought
tumflalf I would tryto break off my sians
and lead a beiter life and be as moral as I

bly could; for Iwas pretty sure that

should not stay bere always. Where I
was going fo I not know, but I would
liketo be as good as I know how while
here rather than run the risk of being fall
of evil, I had heard » good deal about
religion, and what a good nice place heaven
was, and bhow good the Lord was, and 1
thought I would try to live a pretty good
life, But when I reacbed the years of, I
will say, courage, 1 think that is the best
term, 1 wounld ask questions. I would say,
“‘Elder or Migpister, I read so and so in the
Bible, how do you undeérstand it?'’ Then
1 would go and hear them preach on the
ty of the Son, and the character of
the Father and the Holy Ghost and their
divinity, and, I will say, the divinity of
the soul of man: what we are here for and
various kindred topics. But after asking
(questionsand going tohear them preach year
after gw, ‘What did I learn? Nothing. I
would as lief go into aswamp at midnight
to learn how t a picture and then de-
fine its colors when there is neither moon
nor stars visible and profound darkness
prevails, as to go to the religious world to
learn sbout God, heaven, hell or the faith
of a christian. But they can lain our
duty as ratiomal, morsal gs, and that is
good, excellent as far asit goes.

This has been my experience inthe chris-
tian world, and I want our children to
and hear all there is to hear, for the whole

| sum of it will be wound up as I once heard

one of £ finest ;peakan Amaricatﬁh:n ever
produced say, when speaking on soul
of man, A.ftyﬁr laboring long on the subject
he straightened himself up,—he was a fine
looking man_—and said he, “My brethren
and sisters, I must come to the conclusion
that the soul of man is an immaterial sub-
stance,'” Said I “bah!’ There was no
more sense in his diseourse than in the
bleating of & sheep or the grunting of a pig.
1 palliated the facts partially, however, s0
far as he was concerned, by attributing my
lack of comprehension to my own ignor-
ance. This reminds me that I once heard
Mr. Lansing preach a most elaborate dis-
eourse, It was in the murning, and when
the meeting was dismissed and the people
bad come out, Deacon Brown says {0 Dea-
con Taylor, *“Wbhat a =sermon we have
had!” Deacon Taylor say, ‘Yes, yes!”
Deacon Brown says ‘“That is one of the
most profound discourses I ever heard Mr.
Lansing deliver,” and so they continued
talking until one of them ss#id at last “I
did not understand a word of it.” The
other Deacon replied, “neither did L”’
Their verdict was ajust one,for,the discourse
consisted of fine, beautiful words and
nothing else. Isaw and heard mnothing to
give me the least clue to anything pertain-
ing to God, heaven, or the designs of the
Creator with regard to the earth and ifs in-
habitants. But as I did not understand a
word of it, I supposed that was on account
of mv ignorance until I beard the Deacons
say that they did not, aad then I concladed
that I knew as much asthey did. For this
reason Isay goand learn all they know,
Their calechisms are good; but if you cdme



