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TUB BACK WOODS OPOF CHILE

oncepcionephion chile sent 20 1898 1I
TC just returned from a trip through
r back woods of chile a region which
veleraers seldom visit and of which
par who have visited this part of the
la would doubt the existence north
clellee Isin a desert for one
milesell south ofaf the peruvian frontier
e are not enough trees to furnish
apheshes torfor the public schools I1 rode
fredsreds of miles south otat santiago
ughgh irrigated farms where the only
31 to be seen were those planted
e the borders of the ditches and
18 onlyo in the neighborhood ofat con-
ionn that I1 found wood of any size

here I1 have gone a days ride by
tahi to what tois known as the frontier

many vast farmsfarina cut out of the
aher the stump filled fields re-

minded meina of the newly settled regions
badurbf our wooded northwest south chile
if coveredevered with forset it contains some
W the best lond in the country and it
asatao so much rain that the farms do
bot require irrigation this country hashaa
gaea a wilderness until within recent
yeara now the government is open
teg up to settlement the railroads axeare
being steadily extended further south
midpd new towns and villages are spring
tog up along them

these frontier towns remind one of
ibe n ew settlements of the united
states take Teintemucouco for instance i

bere I1 spent some days last week it
twelve years old and has pepeo-

ple it covers about as much space as
wnan ameiAJner leanican city aff the same sizeaize its
streetsbests aarere wide and filled with black
ad ia and its one anandd two story houses

iloh line them are wooden they
ridge roots and man bof them are
shanties every house has a flag
and although the climate here is

t as cold as that of washington
v house hashaa a chimney the people

Opbrally believe that fires are un
athyalthy and like the chinese rely upon
owrdp clothes to keep them warm the

streets crosscrose one ajanotheriother at
ht angles and in the center of the

tomiwn there is a park or plaza of about
4W acre where the military band plaplays
fadd wherehere the people walk abbat onn

y afternoon and staistar att e

ithact 68 a club where you flodabd tbtaft
beust english german and achilleachilleaajr

it hashaa thre hotels two banach
lad one german all of chien artare w-

anIfertban the hotels of towns of
WW in the states it has plenty otof so0o

where raw alcohol is sold to to atth
geow or laborers and the indians opMR

than an american town of its
ibaracter where the liquors axeare drunk
A the spot it has catholic churcheschUrcheA

already our own methodist episco
imi4 people who have done so much for
rationatlon in chile have a

church and a school here
f street scenes of temuco are differ

from those of amr fro there
impre queer costumedcos lreare

aced ladiaindiana Cernp q v
lii 10

and the air of brigandsbrigandebrigands drive the ox
carts which lumber through them eachman carries a boad fifteen feet long and
directs the oxen by striking them on this
side and that now and then you see
teams of six and eight of these beasts
the oxen aralfr the only draughtstaught animals
exceptionexceptin gabeagthe six ragged horses which
haul the two tabscabs between the raffirailroadroad
station andaad the hotel it tois in oxcarts
that the thousands of bushels of wheat
raised near by are brought to the mar-
kets oxen everywhere do the plowing
atoeabe hauling of lumber thethedra ying and
everything that heavy horses or mules
do with usim the method of yoking the
oxen is the same here as all over chile
the yoke rests on the neck just back
0 athe horns and all of the pushing or
puling of the cart or plow must be done
with his head the yoke laIs a heavy
piece of wood so fastened that one ox
cannot move without the other and so
that it is impossible to swingowing it from
side to side the tongue of the frontier
cart is as big as a telegraph pole itis a part of the cart itself and as the
oxen work they have the weight of this
resting on their horns it seems cruel
in the extreme and the oxen seem to me
to move painfully along with protrud-
ing eyeseye as they drag their heavy
loads

in company with don augustine
balza the government inspector of
colonization I1 made a trip into the
wilderness over the thirty kilometers
of new railroad which is almost fin-
ished but not yet ready for traffic
the road is being built by the state to
open up new lands and it is part of
a system which will emtextendend from one
end of agricultural chile to the other
the road is well built with 60 pound
english rails and the english 4 feet 8
gauge it will cost excluding the
bridges about gold per mile the
rolling stock will be american and it
was in a baldwin engine and on amer-
lean

amer-
ican hand cars that we made a martofpart of
our journey over the line the steel
bridges and there arp two each of
which cst more thaya hundred thou-
sand dollars were bought from france
fualthoughthough why america did not get the

t I1 sodo not know a large num
athethet best df the present railroad
agesiges9 s having been imported fromstates the stations were
t and a wide space fenced tnin Ahrefthemthem there are as yet no
W abouaboabouLu 1 driftsorIfTat ronsts the gov
meJ aateste such settlementsettle ments it

attea attoetile town0 wr lots givingg them attto actuactual settlers the rallrail
tt boomerbome thus has no chance

E 10 sew ststate lines of chile theament lands aresire sold in
windlandd at auctions which are
Alffent parts of the country

woanee 0 wee a year justjuat now money
tois 40 bthare and valuable lands go
very chi p the land is usually sold
itt vf jaw acres but one pur
0 r otaw at each sale up to
acacre SACw wants noreanore hebe can

the aadditional
tyV d party or underunderMEth aelex a qaar

re sold at a

time the land brings from ayAV
33 gold per acre according to its po-

sition and charactercharketer and themust pay only one third cash and theremainder without Inteinterestinginterest ln equal
installments running through teaAyears many of the tichrich men of oatlehave become so by buying thebe landothey rapidly Indincreaserease in value and the
only proprovisioncislon required by the govgovern-
ment is that the purchaser putput a
fence about the property he buys

chile has been very anxious to haveimmigration and she has in the pastpact
offered extraordinary inducements to
colonists eachbach male immigrant waanix
given acres of land a team of oxena cart and a barrel of nails and
boards to build him a house he ws
also loaned money for his passage
from europe to chile and was paid

15 a month for the first year of MB
residence on the farm he received in
addition 50 acres more land for each
son over ten years of age but was amex-
pected back all advances the
whole amounting to about except
the land within eight years from ahls
arrival these terms have I1 believe
been discontinued under them great
numbers of germans came into chile
and today parts of the new south
chile are largely german settlements
the cities of valdiviaValdi vla and puerto
montt situated at harbors onan the south
coast are almost german cities and
the most of the propertypr there belongs
to the eGr mans they own great wheat
farms about angol and
are also large towns in the region south
of here and they have established tan
ceries and breweries in a number af0
places the trees of south chile tar-
nish

fur-
nish excelexcellentrent tan bark and grestgreat
quantities of sole leather is made at
valdiviaValdi vla and shipped thencece via axam
burgh to russia there Is a great deal
ofbt good land here and it can be boughtbaught
very cheap but I1 would not advise any
but those prepared to farm in a large
way to come to chile labor is ellecheap
and the ordinary american cannot
compete with the chilean roto in prices
there is room torfor our people only ws98
proprietors arid managers such menen
with a capital ot ten thousand dohty
and upward better fifty thothousand tool
lars or a hundredhundertd thousand haraars

afifi can make money here in
farming and land

the papers of SanttesolaMO valparaiso
and concepcionConcepConce polon are fullfall of mortgage
foreclosuresfore closures wdand at forced aaleesomesome
of the best of the mg estates aarere hbellogea 14
sacrificed owing toho the extravagance
of the people the probability of war
with the argentine the hillfall of silver
and the im oney of the
country times were never soBO bardlehard here
as they are now I1 am told that
tatesfates which paid as bbirti as 20 per i
on a valuation of a few aff
ago con be now bought for tm
and letsles many of these farms akar
rlgated twptap big estates wardnear
rareare to be soldcold within the nakT x
months ont a 40 afifa ato A
hie other 14 0 acres theyT afpfwas mo thanita RA omm
fual value wd wwill1 i tapik ft

I1


