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THE BACH WOODS OF CHILE.

Conecepcion, Chile, Sept. 20, 1898.—I
have just returned from a trip through
the back woods of Chile, a region which
travelers seldom vislt and of which
many who have visited this part of the
world would doubt the existence. North-
erit Chile 1a a desert. For one thous-
and miles south of the Peruvian frontler
there are nolt enough trees to furnish
awitches for the publie schools. I rode
hundreds of miles south of Santiago
through irrigated farms where the only
trees to be seen were those planted
along the borders of the ditches, and
it was only in the neighborhood of Con-
cepcion that I found woods of any size,
From here I have gone a day's ride by
train to what la Known as the frontier.
I passed many vaat farms cut out of the
forest, wher the stump-filled fields re-
minded me of the newly settled regions
of our wooded northwest. South Chile
1s covered with forset. It contains some
of the best lond In the country, and It
has sp much raln that the farms do
not require irrigation. This country has
been a wilderness until swithin recent
vears. Now the government is open-
ing up to settlement. The ratlroads are
heing steadily extended further south,
and new towns and vlilages are spring-
ing up along them.

These trontier towns remind one of
the n ew settlements of the Unlted
States. Take Temuco, for Instance,
where I spent some days last week. It]
1s twelve years old and has 10,000 peo-
ple. It covers about as much space as
an American city of the same aize, Its
streets are wide and fllled with black |
mud, and its one and two-story houses
which line them are wooden. They |
have ridge roofs, and man yof them are!
mere shanties. Every house has a flag
ataff, and although the climate here is
about as cold as that of Washington. |
not a house has a chimney. The people
generally believe that flres are un-
healthy, and like the Chinese rely upon
their elothes to keep them warm.
Temuco streets cross one another at
right angies. and in the ceater of the
town there Is a park or plaza of about
an acre, where the milltary band plays
and where the people walk about on!
Sunday afternoon and stare at each
other.

It has a club, where you find the
jatest English, German and Chllean pa-
pers. It has thre hotels, two French
and one German, all of whicn are bet-
ter than the hotels of towns of the same
size in the states. It has plenty of so-
loons,where raw alcohol is sold to to the
peons or laborers and the Indians, hut
fewer than an American town of lits
character where the liqguors are drunk
on the spot. It has Catholic churches,
and already our own Methodist Eplaco-
pal people, who have done so much for
education in Chile, have established a
missionary church and a school here.
The street scenes of Temuco are differ-
ent from those of our frontier. There
are more gueer costumes. There are
dark-faced Indlans, Germans and well-
dressed Spanish Chileans.  Men with
ponchos over their shoylders, dark faces

and the air of brigands, drive the ox-'
carts which lumber through them. Each | $33 gold per aere,

man carries a boad fifteen feet long, and
directs the oxen by striking them on this
side and that. Now and then you see
teama of Bix and elght of these beasts
The oxen are the only dgraught animals,
exceptin gthe six ragged horses which
haul the two0 ¢aba between the ratlroad
statlon and the hotel. It is inm oxcarts
that the thousands of bushels of wheat
raised near b¥ are brought to the mar-
kets. Oxen everywhere do the plowing,
the hauling of lumber, the‘draylng and
everything that heavy horses or mules
do with us. The method of yoking the
oxen is the same here as al]l over Chile.
The yoke rests on the neck just back
o fthe horns., and all of the pushing or
puling of the cart or pilow must be done
with his head. The yoke is a heavy
piece of wood, B0 fastened that one ox
cannot move without the other, and so
that It Is imposslble to swing it from
aide to side. The tongue of the frontler
cart is as big as a telegraph pole. It
is a part of the ecart itself, and as the
oxen work they have the welght of thils
resting on their horns. It aeems eruet
in the extreme, and the oxen seem to me
to move painfully along, with protrud-
ing eyes, as they drag thelr heavy
loads.

In company with Don Augustline
Baiza, the government lnspector of
colonizatton, I made a trip Into the
wilderness over the thirty kilometers
of new rallroad, which is almost fin-
fshed, but not yet ready for traffic.
The road §s being built by the state to
open up new lands, and It is part of
a aystem which will extend from one
end of agricuitural Chile to the other.
The road is well bulit wlth 60-pound
English rails and the Engllsh 4 feet 8
gauge. It will eost excluding the
bridges. ahout $12,000 gold per mile. The
rolling stock will be Amerlean, and it
was in a Baldwin engine and on Amer-
ican hand cars that we made a part of
our journey over the line. The steel
bridges, and there are two, each of
which c¢st more than a hundred thou-
sand dollars. were bobught {rom France,
although why¥ America did not get the
contract I A0 not know, a large num-
Ler of the best of the present railroad
tirfliges having been  Imported from
Jthe United States.

#ach of them. There are a8 yet no
towns ahout theeThtions,
ermment xrA0lates such settlements. It
irys ot -the town lots, giving them at
jo~ prices to actual settlers. The rail-
roaj town boomer thus has no chance

along the new state lnea of Chile. The |

othet government lands are sold in
largé lota and at auctions which are
held in different parts of the country
once of twice a year. Just now money
ta scarce here and valuahle lands go
very chedP. The land fs usually =old
in pleces 9f 1.600 acres. but one pur.
ohaser can DBY at €ach sale up to 5.000
acres. and if he wants more he ecan.
of courge, Purchane the additional
amount thr?ugh a third party or under
anothep par® At such sales a quar-
ter of a. milion acres are sold at a

The stations were .
{'bullt and a wide space fenced In about , farming and land =neenlation.

time. The land brings from $1.75 to
according to its
sition and character, and IEtThe buyl:l)‘;
must pay only one-third cash and the
remainder without interest jn ten egual
instaliments running through tem
years. Many ol the rlech men of Chile
heve become po by buying these lands.
They rapldly inerease in value, and the
only provision reguired by the EOvern-
ment is that the purchaser put a
fence about the property he buys.
Chlle has been very anxious to have
immigration, and she has in the past
offered extraordinary inducementa to
colonlats. Each male immigrant was
given 100 acres of land, a team of oxen,
a cart and a barrel of nails and 300
boards to build him & house. He was
also loaned money for his passage
from Europe to Chlle, and was paia
$16 a month for the firat year of his
resldence on the farm. He received in
addltion 50 acres more land for eagh
son over ten years of age, but was ex-
pected to.pay back all advaneces, the
whole amounting to about 3600, except
the land, within eight years from his
arrival. These terms have, 1 belleve,
been discontinued. Under them great
numbers of Germans came into Chlile,
and today parts of the New South
Chile are largely German settlements.
The cities of Valdivia and Puerto
Montt, situated at harbors on the south
coast, are almost German citles. and
the most of the property there helongs
to the eGrmans. They own great wheat
farms about Ango! and Tralguen,which
are also large towns in the region south
of here, and they have estahlished tan-
nerfes and hreweries iIn a number of
places. The trees of SBouth Chile fur-
nish excellent tan bark, and great
quantities of #ole leather is made at
Valdivia, and shipped thence via Ham-
burgh to Russia. There ts a great deal
of good land here, and it can be hought
very cheap, hut T would not advise any
but those prepared to farm In a large
way to come to Chile. Lahor i3 cheap,
and the ordinary American cannot
compete with the Chilean roto in prices.
There Is room for our people only as
proprietors and managers. Such men
with a capital of ten thousand dollars
and upward—hetter fifty thousand dol-
lara or a hundred thousand doilars
tham ten—ean make money here In

The papers of Santiaz9. Valparalsg

The gov-!and Concepelon are full of mortgage

foreelosures, and at foroed sale some
of the bhest of the Mg estates are being
sacrficed. Owing to the exiravagance
of the people. the probability of war
with the Argentine, the fall of silver
and the mrvoney complleat'ons of the
country, times were never so hard here
as they are now. T am told that es-
tates which pald as high as 20 per cent
on a valuation of $300.000 a2 few years
ago. can be now bought for $100,000
and Teas. Many of these farms are Ir-
rigated. Two big estates near this e'ty
are to be 8old within the next six
mionths.  One contains 40.000 acres and
the other 24000 acres. Th>y will net
bring more than one-fourtn .thein ae-
tural value, and will, I am t2ld, pay a



