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of the transit of the planet venus he
sailed in the endeavor with an efficient
staff of scientific observers and arrived
at matavai bay tahiti april 1769
A small fort was erected near the north-
ernmost point of the island and the
transit observed on june 3rdard following
the point thus became one of the then
best determined positions in the western
hemisphere and was called point venus
cook surveyed the chief island tahiti
and discovered several of the north
western group to which he gave the ap-
pellation of society islands

having great reason to believe that
the english intended to establish them-
selves in the south seas the spanish
government ordered an expedition sent
to tahiti from lima south america
it came in the frigate aquila in com-
mand of don domingo bonecherBonecheo and
arrived on november loth 1772 at ta-
hiti which was named amat or
his report on returning caused an at-
tempt tot colonize for in 1774 bonecherBonecheo
was again sent with two franciscan mis-
sionariessionaries and other means of establish-
ing a settlement captain bonecherBone cheo
made a minute examination of the
islands but unfortunately died january

1775 and was buried at the foot olof
a cross they had erected on first landing
in the meantime captain james cook in
company with captain FurfurneauxFurneneatiaaua in the
resolution and endeavor had again
visited tahiti and heard otof the span-
iards visit eleven years after captain

second visit who
had also sailed with cook as master

v arrivedarnved in tahiti in command of the
bounty which hadbad been commissioned
by george IIIhi to10 transport bread trait
trees to the west india islands the
bounty arrived at matavai october aith
1788 and her five months sojourn
1188
aallowedlowed her crew to form connections
with the native women this led to the
mutiny on the bountybounri by whichwhich captain
bligh and those who remained true to
him were put off the ship near the
tonga islands while the mutineersmuti re-
turned to tahiti and some of them with
their taihei women subsequently settled
pitcairn island

the frigate pandora commanded by
captain edwards was sent in search ofof
the bounty and her mutineersmuti and
arrived in tahiti march 1791 and
took away those who had remained
fourteen in number three of whom
were afterwards executed at Spi thead
vancouver also visited tahiti in 1791

the foregoing voyages ordered by
george III excited wonderful attention
in england and one result of them was
the formation of the london Amissionary
society whose first operation was the
outfit of a vessel the duff which was
to carry missionaries and the bible into
these newly discovered islands the
duff sailed from the thames england
august loth 1796 and after visiting the
group to the eastward arrived at tahiti
sunday march ath 1797 after labor-
ing torfor many years these missionaries
succeeded in converting the natives to
orthodox christianity

it seems that the very success of the
english missionaries led to their down-
fall the exclusive system introduced
and the harsh and intolerant measures
proposed and effected carried their
own retribution the success otof the
french mission in the gambier islands
and other places induced the catholics
to send two priests M H L J laval
and F caret to tahiti in order to es

cablish their rule of faith in tahiti and
neighboring islands this was fiercefiercely
opposed by the english missionaries
and the consequence was that the two
catholic priests and a third person A
vincent a carpenter were forcibly de-
ported from tahiti september lath
1836 this aggression against french
subjects naturally drew down the ven
gence of the government and the frig-
ate la venus under admiral du petit
thomas arrived at tahiti in 1842 and
demanded 2000 plasterspiasters as an indemnity
for the violence offered to french sub-
jects and obliged queen to
sign a treaty which allowed liberty to
all french subjects

the following extract from the col-
onial gazette a paper published in
london england of march irth 1845
will show nowhow some of the british
people at home viewed the actions of
the protestant missionaries at the time
actions that undoubtedly more than
anything else is the cause of tahiti and
surrounding groups of islands being a
french instead of a british colony at the
present time

the three frenchmen were expelled
from tahiti by force september
1836 after having been kept in confine-
ment twenty one days two of them
were catholic priests and the third a
carpenter september y 1837 count
mole applied to vice admiral rosamel
to instruct the french admiral in the
pacific to procure redress torfor the injury
done to three french citizens

when the french admiral arrived
mr pritchard fled to england on his
return he found the french protectorate
established and advised camare to haul
down the french flag this transformed
a question which had originally inter-
estede sted only a lewfew scattered catholic de-
votees in france italy germany and
britain into a question which excited
the whole french nation the excite-
ment is intense the common people
are inflamed by a song from their popu-
lar poet barthelemy entitled les
plit characters there are shows going
about the fairs representing the mar-
riage of pritchard and two
steamers have been ordered to tahiti
1000 soldiers have already sailed and
eleven french ships of war of difdifferentlerent
sizes are in or going to the pacific the
whole religious roman catholic world
has been aroused two bishops have
been sent to tahiti and the gambier
islands and the young priests in the
seminaries are one and all anxious for
appointments these are the fruits of
the intolerant and outrageous conduct
ot mr pritchard and the englishdaglish mis
bion aries in tahiti

the same paper of july ath 1845
says the french minister for the
marine and for the colonies stated on
the of june 1845 in the french
chamber that the present number otof
troops at the marquesenMar and tahiti was
2288 belonging to the army and 1005
seamen the debates in the
chamber on the alt prove that the
difficulties are not yet evaporated which
have been created by the missionary
pritchard having turned politician and
driven the french citizens iromfrom the
island

discussion and meetings may
take place pamphlets and statements
by dozens but the result is an accession
ot french physical power in the pacific
and the almost universal spread of the
catholic religion verily gentlemen of

the protestant mission societies your
political interference has come to some-
thing or to use a vulgar expression
you have burned your fingers it is

you who have provoked all this
the opinions expressed by the colo

nial gazette were proven to be correct K

by the events which had already tran
and which followed early ininjanuary 1844 captain bouat landed a i

strong torceforce in tahiti hauled down
queen Porpomares standard and hoisted
ane french flag taking possession otof tilethe
island in the name ofof louis phillippephillipp
the king of the french A seven yeayears
war between the french and the natives
lolfol owed which ultimately ended in vvieac
tory for the french after this the is
land was nominally under the french
protectorate until 1880 when king po
mare V finally renounced in favor of
france all his rights and authorityauauthoritythorit over
the society islands and their epen
denniesdencies which since then have beenbee 3

french possessions
the french possessions of oceaniadig

at present consists of the tahiti maorek J
the arShiarchipelagopelago the gambier
group and rapa andanali
the marquesenMar all these had a
tion of in 1892 besides these
the french have extended protectorate
over the islands otof and rima
tara and also over all the society group
known as the leeward islands
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tonga cook islands

april ath 1896

MORMONS IN CHICAGO

CHICAGO illinois
july ath 1896

dontdon write unless youve something
to write about and when you write tell
something isis good advice to young
correspondents hence my reason for
not addressing the readers of the NEWS
before t

three weeks ago today my sister and
F

I1 left home and loved ones at ephraim
on our way to do missionary work in
this great growing city cur journey
hither was most enjoyable and a one
dadaysy Is stop over with friends in kanskansasas ji

city gave us an opportunity to visit the
well known historical spot inin independ-
ence jackson county missouri

although there is nothing grand or f
strikingly interesting in appearance
about this place it being only an uncul-
tivated lot of a few square rods yet
there is a sacred silence about it that
bespeaks holiness a something that
causes lewjew and gentile alike to ask

hyby is this spot allowed to layjay waste
when all the country around is being
utilized and built up

relatives and friends greeted us at the
depot in this city and since our arrival
we have been kept busy sightseeingsight seeing
getting acquaintedacquainteo wiwithth elders and
saints attending sunday schools tandand
meetings and not least of allah trying to
find out where we are when out in town
but we have our bearings pretty well
now so can pay more attention to
work

the chicago branch otof the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints num
dersaers some forty odd members they
are in such a scattered condition how
ever that it is almost impossible to get
them all together so meetings must be
held in various parts of the city the
scandinavian element predominatespredominatesI
though there is an active colony of ger


