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where theyabey were rescued by dr
kain and party and today are near-
ly as well as ever

CAPTAIN

proprietor and commander of the
sea wing has been Eeseverelyverely blamed
by citizens and others for what they
allege to have been criminal negli-
gence onoil his part in pulling out into
the lake with such a crowd when
the sky looked so threatening the
captains wife and two of his three
children lost their lives under the
waves and that fact together with
the loss of his vessel and the great
loss of life unnerved him so that
liehe kept out of sight during the day
and those see him got but
imperfect statements from him he
stated that liehe did not consider the
danger very great and thoughtthou glit liehe
saw a break in the cloudecloudtA promising
a clearing away of the storm

this is not well taken by the
people in this neighborhood who
say the sky was black with the most
threatening kind of clouds and that
it was clearly evident that a very
heavy storm was acost to break
his other excuse if such these may
be called is that the manager of the
excursion whose profits would be
cut down by any delay in the de-
parture of the boat was so urgent
in his insistenceinsistance upon immediate
departure that the captain yielded
and took the boat out to her destruc-
tion

following is a dispatch from red
wing minn dated july 14 fur-
ther details of the terrible steamer
disaster on lake pepin are received
this morning as follows

when opposite lake city the boat
began to feel the effect of the storm
but the officers kept on their way
the gale I1increasedncreased as the boat con-
tinued up the lake and in fifteen
minutes was at its height when
near the central point about two
miles above lake city the steamer
was at the mercy of the waves
which were washing over the boat
and all was confusion the bow
was then run in and the barge cut
loose but the wind again set the
wamerweamer adrift in the lake A numur of those on the barge jumped
into the water and swam ashore

As the barge floated again in deep
water those on board saw the steam-
er as it was carried helphelplessleks out in
thebe lake and being tossed about on
the raging waters they were hor-
rified a moment later to see the
steamer capsize carrying with it its
cargo of people those on the
barge remained there until they
were drifted near the shore and all
were rescued or swam ashore

there were only about 50 people
on the babagege the remainder being
on the steamer the events that
transpired on the steamer after it
separated from the barge are most
clearly related by those who were
rescued from the wrecked vessel As
soon as the storm began to affect
the progress of the boat captain

gave instructions to run
her into the WiswisconsinconsiD shore but it
was of no avail against the terrible
force of wind and waves in livefive
minutes more the waves began to
wash into the boat and fill the lower
decks while hailstoneshailstonescamecame down

on the heads of the uunfortunatenate crew
huddled on the deck

suddenly a huge wave struck the
craft titnt the same moment that a
terrific blast of wind more violent
than ever swept down upon her
the terrible force capsized the little
vessel and all of the people on board

or more were thrown into the
water some being caught under-
neath and others thrown far from
the craft

the boat turned bottom side up-
ward and only about twenty five
people were observed to be floating
on the surface these caught hold
of the boat and climbed upon the
upturnedup turned bottombottoin those first secur-
ing a position assisting the others
in ten minutes more the

who had obtained momentary
safety on the boat could observe no
others of the crew or passengers
floating on the surface of the water
afterward however as a flash of
lightning lit up the surface of the
lake the sight of an occasional white
dress of a drowning woman or child
waa observable but it was impossible
for those who witnessed the sight to
lend any aid

those remaining began calling for
help as soon as the storm began to
abate and in half an hour a light
was observed flitting about the dock
at lake city opposite which point
the upturned steamer had now been
1 rivendriven

before help could reach them
however the poor creatures who yet
remained to telllell the horrors of the
time were again submitted toanother
battle with the elements with noDO

word of warning and as they were
just beginning to hope they would
be taken off by citizens of lake
city the boat again turned over
this time on its side and all of the
twenty five remaining were hurled
into the water of these severalsevera
were drowned before they could
be brought to the boat those
who succeeded in remaining afloat
again secured hold on the boats
side and as the men huhungng on to the
railing they were in danger of be-
ing dashed away by the waves
one man observed the forms of two
women wedged in between station-
ary seats both pale in death as the
lightning gleams lit up their up-
turned faces another man saw
two little girls float past him as he
clung with desperation to the
steamers side

half auan conr after the passage of
the storm the people went to the
dock where the steamer how-
ard was anchored it was presumed
that the steamer would at once arc
eed to the rescue of the drowning

but when Captain Howard was asked
if hebe was going out to the rescue hebe
replied that he was not going to run
his boat from shore until the
eions orof another approaching storm
had disappeared he said RISOalso
that he did not propose to run the
risk of losing his boat in order to
ooklook for dead people on the lake
in a moment a dozen or more row-

boats were manned and put out from
shore and the twenty or more re-
maining people clinging to the hull
were rescued and brought to there
most of them being men who could
wimswim

during the night fifty five bodies
were recovered this morning up
to 10 seven more had been
pulled out at 1030 the bodies of a
woman and child to which ropes
had been attached were drawn
from thothe water the child wasswas the
daughter of john winters of redked
wing fred a blacksmith
wawais taken out a few minutes later
making a total of sixty f probablyve
about half of the total number of
drowned promfroinn early morning a
patrol of row boats was kept all over
the neighborhood of the
ing for bodies several were found
that way last nightdight and a small
boyoy was found floating and yelling
three miles down the lake from the
scene of the disaster

battery A of st paul kept upUD a
cannonadingcanno during the day trying
to trace the bodies but without suc-
cess pulled out the shattered
wreck of the sea wing releasing
three bodies one woman and two
young men alice palmer of tren-
ton was one of these but the two
men have not been identified up to
1 that makes a total of
sixty eight bodies now found

estimates vary as to the total
number of dead there were over
two hundred on the steamer and
barge when they started to return to
red wing a veryevery few remain-
ing behind on account of the
storm although mazymany protested
against the proposal to steam
up the lake in the face of such a
gale as was then blowing of the
whole number it is known positively
that about fifty were saved more
may have escaped but only this
many are known at this time to be
safe that would leave about
victims but every one hopes the
number may not go beyond A
number are still in the wreck and a
great many in the bottom of the
lake where the gale first struck the
steamer just how many will nd
be known for some time yet possi-
bly

ossi-p
not for several days

following is a dispatch dated st
paul july 14 according to the tes-
timony of those who witnessed the
storm it first gathered in the vicin-
ity of snail lake several miles

northwest of lake Gervai seand
something like eight miles from st
paul it proceeded in its general
movement and first began its work
of destruction about two miles from
the Scburmeler and good cottages
by demolishing a barn and several
windmills after this it seemed to
bound into the air striking the earth
again near the hamlet of little can-
ada where the first serious damage
was done again it skipped wethe
space of about a mile and once again
lowered to the earth and resumed its
work of destruction its fury center-
ing near the shore of lake gervaise
where five deaths were caused once
again the storm seemed to rebound
into the air only to regain the earth
half a mile further on where the
ruins of the gaetzke place and the
bruised inmates were left to bear
witness to its relentless power
here its force seemed to be spent
As it proceeded eastward it assumed
the simple nature of a high wind
accompanied by a thunderstorm
hail as large as medium sized olives


