iso

-where they were rescued by [r.|on the heads of theunfortunate crew |

THE DESEREY

Kain and party, and leday are near- | huddled on the deck.

Iy as well as cver.
CAPTAIN WEATHERN,

proprietor and commander of the
Sea Wing, has been geverely blamed
by eitizens and othiers for what they
allege to have been criminal negli-
geuce on his part in pulling out into
the lake with such a crowd when
the sky looked so threatening., The
captaiu’s wife and two of his threo
children lost tbeir llves uuder the
waves, and that faci, together with
the loss of his vessel and the great
loss of life, uunerved hinr so that
he Lkept out of sight during thic day,
and those who'did see hiw got but
Imperfect statements from him. He
stated that he did wot consider the
danger very great, aud thought he
saw a break in the dlouds, promlsing
a clearing away of the storm.

This is not well taken by the
people in this ncighborhood, who
Bay the sky was black with the most
threatenlug kind of clouds and that
it was clearly evideut that a very
heavy storm was avout to break.
His other excuse, if such these may
e called, is that the manager of the
excursion, whose profits would be
cut down by any delay in the de-
parture of the boat, was so urgent
in his insistance vpon immediate
departure that the captain yielded
and took the boat out to her destrue-
tion.

Following is n dispatch from-.Red
VWing, Minn., dated July 14: Fur-
ther details of the terribie steamer
disaster on Liake Pepin are received
this morning as follows:

When opposite Lake City the boat
began to fee!l the effect of the storm,
but the officers kept on their way.
The gale increased aus the boatcon-
tinued fip the lake, and in fifteen
minutes was at its height. When
near the ceutral point, about two
miles above Liake City, the steamer
was at the merecy of the waves,
which were washing over the boat,
and all was confusiou. The bow
was then run in and the barge cut
loose, but the wind again set the
steamer adrift in the lake, A pum-
ber of thos¢ on the barge jumped
into the water and swam ashore,

As the barge floated again in deep
water, those on board saw the steam-
er as it was carried helpless out in
the lake, and being tossed about on
the raging waters. They were hor-
rified a moment later to see the
stenmer capsize, carrying with it ita
curgo of 150 people. These on the
barge remmned there until they
were drifted near the shore aud all
were rescued or swam ashore.

There were ouly about 50 people
ou the bage, the remainder being
on the steamer. The eveuts (hat
trapspired on the steamer after it
scparafed from the harge are most
clearly related by those who were
regcued froin the wrecked vessel, As
soon as the storm began to aftect
the progress of the boat Captain
Weathetn guve instructions to ruu
her into the Wisconsip shore, but it
was ¢f no avail against the terrible
force of wind and waves. In five
minutes more the waves began to

Buddeuly a huge wave struck the
craft at the same moment that a
terrific biast of wind, more violent

The terrible force capsized the little
vessel and 21l of the people on board,
150 or miore, were thrown iato the
water, some being ecaught wnder-
neath and others thrown far from
thie eraft.

The koat turned botlom szide up-
ward and only about twenty-five
people were observed fo be floating
ou the surface. These canght hold
of the boat and climbed uvpon the
up-turncd bottoin, those first secur-
ing a position assigting tbe otbers.
In ten minutes more the iwenty-
five who Lad obtained momeutary
safety ou tlie boat could observe no
others of the erew or passeugers
lloating on the surface of the water,
Afterward, however, ag o flash of
lightpniug lit up the surface of the
lake, the sight of an occasional white
dress of a drowning woman or child
was observable, but it was impossible
for those who witnessed the sight to
lend any ald.

Those remaining began calling for
hielp as soon as the storm ,begau to
abate and in half au hour a light
was observed Hitting about the dock
at Lake City, opposite which point
tbe upturned steamer had now been
driven.

Before help could reach them,
bowever. the poor creatures who yet
remained to tell the horrors of the
time wereagain submitted toanoiber
baftle with the elements, with no
word of warning, and as they were
just beginning to hope they would
Yo .taken off by citizens of Lake
City, the boat agaiu turned over,
this tine on itssitde, and all of the
twenty-five remaining were hurled
into the water. Of these, several
were drowued before they conld
be brought to the boat. Those
who succeeded in remaining afloat
again secured hold on the boat’s
side, aud as the men hung en to the
railing ihey were in dauger of be.
ing dJdashed away by the waves,
One man observed the forins of two
womeu wedged in between station-
ary seats, both pale in death, ag the
lightning gleams It up their up-
turned faces. Anoiher man saw
two little girls float past him as he
clung with desperation to the
steamer’sside.

Half au honr after the passage of
the storm the people went to the
dock where the steamer fthel How-
ard was auchored, 1twas presumed
that the steamer would at once prc-
zeed to the rescue of the drowning,
but when CaptainHoward wasasked
il he was going vut to the rescue he
replied that he was not goiug to run
kis boat from shore until the indea-
tions of ancther approaching storm
had disappeared. He said, also,
that he did not propose to run the
risk of losing his boat iu order to
look for dead people on the lake.

Ina moment a dozen or inore row-
boats were mauned and put out from
shore, and the twenty or more re-
-malning people clinging to the huli

were rescued and brought to Fhore,

wash into the boat and fill the Jower |.most of them bLeing men who eould
decls, while hailstones ¢ame downlswim.

than ever, swept dowu upon her. | hud been attached, were

WEEKLY,.

During the night fitty-five bodhes
were recovered. This morning, up
to 10 ¢’olock, seven more had been
pulled out. At 10:30 the bodies of &
woman and clild, to whicb ropes
drawu
from the water. The child was the
daughter of John Wiuters of Red
Wing., Fred Seivers, a blacksmitl,
was takeu out a few miputes later,
making a total of sixty-five, probahly
about half of the total number of
drowned, From early morning a
patrol of row boats was kept all over
Lhe neighborhood of the wreck,look-
ing for bodies. Several were found
that way last uight, and a small
boy was found {loating and yelling.
three miles down the lake from the
seene of the disaster.

Battery A of 3t. 1’aul kept up 2
canuenading during the day, trying
to trace the bodies, but without sue-
cess. Tuggs pulled out the shattered
wreck of the Seq Wing, releasiung
three bodies, one woman aud twa
youug men. Alice Palmer of Treu-
tou was one of these, but the two
men have not beeu ideutified up to
1 o’ciock. 'That makes a total of
sixty-eight bodies now found.

Estimates vary as to the total
number of dead. There were over
two hundred on {be stenmer aud
barge when Lhey started to return lo
Red Wing, a esvery few remaiu-

iug behind on account of the
storm, although manpy protested
against the proposal to steam

up the lake iun tie face of such a
gale as was then blowing. Of the
whole uumber it is kuown positively
that about fifty were saved. More
may have cscaped, but only this
many are known atthis time to be
safe. That would leave about 150
victims, but évery oue hopes the
vupmber may not go beyond J25. A
oumber are still in the wreck and a
great many in the lottom of the
iake, where the gale first struck the
steamer. Just liow many will ngt
be kuowu for some time yet, possi-
bly not for several days.

Following is a dispateln dated St.
Paul, July 14; According to the tes-
timony of thiose who witnessed the
storm, it first gatliered in the vicin-
ity of Snail Lake, several miles to
the northwest of Lake Gervaise,and
something like elght mijes from 8.
Paul. 1t proceeded in its geperanl
movement and first began its work
of destruction about two miles from
the Schurmeier and Good cottages
by demolishing a barn and several
windmills. After this it seemed to
bound into the air, striking the earth
again near the bamlet of Little Can-
ada, where the first serions damage
was doue. Again, it skipped the
space of about a mile and once again
lowered to the earth and resumed it8
work of destruction, ils fury ceuter-
ing near the shore of Lake Gervaise,
where five deaths were eaused, Once
again the storm seemed to rebound
into the air, ouly to regain the earth
balf a mije further on, where the
ruins of the Gaetzke place and the
bruised iumates were left lo bear
witness to {ts releutlees power.
Here ils force seemed to be spent.
As it proceeded enstward it assumed
the simple natire of a high wind,
accompanied by a (hundeqratorn.
Hail as large ns mediom sized olives



