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I1 WILL read a portion of the 7athth chap-
ter of pauls epistleepistle to the hebrews

ithethe speaker read the whole of the
ath ehchapterapter

proceeding he saidsald this chapter
that I1 have read in your hearing Is the
I1athth chapter of pauls epistle to the
hebrews in this entire book of he-
brews paul reasons with the jews un-
to whom the epistle was addressed to
show them that jesus the son of god
whom they hadbad crucified was a priest
after the order of and
that the priesthood which hahadd been tak-
en away during the days of moses in the
wilderness nad been restored through
him the jews the
idea that priesthood necessarily came
through the tribe of levi and that tue
power and the authority thereof that
istolato minister in all things pertaining
to the priesthood were cooconfinedfined to
that tribe and that no one hadbad the
rigrightht outside of that tribe to officiate
in11 the ordinances pertaining to
to god and to mediation between god
and the people or the people and god
but paul very clearlyohpprovedroved in his
reasoning with them thatat there was a
priesthood higher than that whwhichch had
been exercisedexercise by the descendants of
aaron

it is well for us who as a people
believe in priesthood that we should
understand the nature and character
and power otof the priesthood which
god confirms uuponpon man when he calls
him to act in his stead in the midst of
the people AAss a people we differ in
our views upon these points fromalfrom al
most every other church there are
one or two secseesectsts in existence which at-
tach a great importance to priesthood
but the most ofOIL them which form the
so called christian world reject the
idea of priesthood and deny that it is
necessary for it to be bestowed upon
maninan this feeling has doubtless arisen
as a consequence otof the abusesab uses thathat have
grown up through the

of what is termed the priesthood
in rebelling against the catholic church
and its cretenspretensionsionslons men have gone to
the other dextreextrememe and have discarded
the idea of priesthood entirely and
claimed that all men are alike before
god that all men are equally endowed
with authority from god and to
exercise the power and the au-
thority that were originally be-
stowedI1s upon those wtwho held the
truth

in these last days in the
tion of this church god in his infi-
nite wisdom impressed upon his ser-
vant joseph smith the necessity of there
being aarearcre bestowal of the Priestlroodfood
in order to give him the authority to
officiate in the ordinances of the kmking
dom of god this must have been
impressed upon the prophets mind at a

from the fact that not-
withstanding

early dadayveryveriverkwi t yhhee hadbad been brought up
among the protestant sects and had
doubdoubtlessflessFIess shared in the views which
they entertained respecting the right
of all menthomen who were impressed by the
spirit and who were prompted by an
inward call to act as ministers of god
he refrained from attempting in the
least degree to do anything in the name
of god or of jesus christ until he had
recreceivedelwedelied the powpowerer and authority from

through the bestowal of thehighon
priesthood upon him the revelations
he had received from the lord with
the ministration ofbf holy angels did
not he plainly perceived authorize
him to act as a minister of the lord in
the administration of ordinances ilehe
never attempted to do anything in ad-
ministering ordinances or any-
thing that a priest might do ununtil11 he
had geenbeenocen ordained of godbod throughthrongi the
administration of john the baptist
then and not till then did he offofficiateclateelate
in the ordinance of baptism much as
he and hisbis companion desired that
ordinance much as they desired to be-
come participants in the blessings that
flow from the reception of an ordin-
anceance of that holy character he never
attempted uruntildilall he had been thus em-
powered from 0onn high to administer
itft

now the preprevalentvalento idea in the world
has been that if a man should be so
favored as to10 receive the ministrations

visitations of angels or to receiveor
manifestations of what might beany character hetermed a supernatural

would be completely invested with the
necessary to preach the gospelpower

unto his fellow men and to administer
all the ordinances thereof but the
prophet joseph not only received the
ministrations of
revelations from God which are written
in the book of doctrine and covenants
and which are now the wawordrd of god
to the church liehe received these reve
lations through tilethe inspiration of the
almighty he also by means of the
arim and translated the
book of mormon was in fact a seer
a well as a revelator hadbad the spirit
of prophecy to predict those things
that should take placapiam in the future
and many eventsevents that have since taken
place were prophesied of by him before
he was really ordained of god totoadad
minister the ordinances of life and
salvation I1 know that this is an ex-
ceptionaloptional instance it may be possi-
ble
celcei

that there is not another like it in
tho history of our race where a manillah

of god endowedWWM BO50 highly favored

wwithith such authority such popower and
hadbad such manifestations otof the mind
and will of god as helie received without
having the holyflocy priesthood but ithavetheaccoraccords wiwithth the ideas so frequently
expressed by the brethren respecting
tiiethe prophet joseph and many others
that they were ordained before the
foundations of the world were laid to
come forth and accomplish tietle labor
and the work that they did there is noDO

room for doubt in regard to the truth
of this statement that is so frequently
made in the earlyearlV boyhood of theitic
prophet joseph he was moved upon in
a mysterious manner to seek unto god
by the exercise of a faith that was un-
common and in tactfact it mayway be said un-
known upon the earth hetic was able
to receive the ministrations of god
the father and of ills son jesus
christ thus showing in the very be-
ginningginning of his career that he was a
manroan oraor a spirit thacthad was highhighlygoligolf favored
of god a man to whom god desired
to give particular manifestations of
his kindness and goodness and power
andthiland this wa followed upap from that
time until hisbis death by continued
manifestations of the favor and the
willandwiliwill and the power of god unto him
but it is a remarkable facttact adand I1 wish
to impress it I1 think it is worthy of
remeremembranceoranceDrance by all of us that not-
withstanding the prophet joseph had
all these manifestations and was as I1
have said a prophet aabdaadad seer aandnd a
revelator liehe never attempted not-
withstanding the ideas that were so
prevalent among mailmatimankindkind and es-
peciallyally in the region where liebe lived
and where he received hishis education
to officiate in any of the ordinances of
the house of god or of the gospel of
salvation until he received the ever-
lasting priesthood when that waswa
bestowed upon him when he received
the priesthood after the order of aaron
and was ordained by the angel who
alone held the keys who was a literal
descendant of aaron and by virtue of
that descent entitleentitleda to the kelsofkeys of
that priesthood having exercised the
authority thereof while in the flesh
then and not till then did he admieladminister8 ter
the ordinance of baptism for the re-
mission of sins and thentheli he refrained
from acting in ordordinancesordinanceinanc es belonging
to the priesthood that
higher priesthood by the authauthoritycrity of
which the baptism of fire and the holy
ghost is administered unto the chil-
dren of men having authority to
baptise in water given unto him he
did not go any fallfarifartheriierlier until the lord
in his kindness and mercy bestowed
upon him through the administration
oiof those apostles who held the keyskeya
till the death of our savior the au-
thority to administer in those higher
ordinances and to exercise tilethe power
and authority of this higherpriesthood
this illustrates most perfectly how
careful men ought to be in acting in the
name of god not to overstep the
boundssounds of the authority conferred upon
them but to carefullycare tully keep within
those limits that are assigned to them
inn which to exercise authority it is a
lessonesson unto us as a people veAVe should
be particular ourselves and should I1im-
press

m
every man with the great care

hatthat he should exercise to confine his
acts to the authority which he has re-
ceived from the almighty

jesus himself no doubt was equally
careful in regard to the authority Mi aich
ilehe held ilehe was called to be a priest
after the order of that Is
this higher priesthood ilehe exercisedexercised
the authority thereof among the chil-
dren of men he still is a priest after
that holy order it was bvby virtue of
that priesthood that ilehe officiated in
the ordinances that he administered
unto men though the son of god

the savior himself did not attempt
because of hisills because of
his high descent to officiate among
thetile celdrenchildren of men aside from andana
independent of tilethe authority of the
holy priesthood that is the priest-
hood after the orderorde of
it was by virtue of that priesthood
and authority that he officiated that he
administered the baptism of tire and
of the holy ghost which john the
baptist announced unto the people he
would do when he came jesus in ad-
ministering that baptism and conferr-
ing that blebieblessingasingg did so by virtue of
and in the authority of the
priesthood he would not as I1 have
saisatsaidsaldd have dared to do this independent
of that authority so in laying hisills
hands upon illshis apostles ilehe coconferredinterred
upon them this power and this au-
thoritytho rity ilehe commanded them to go
forth and administer unto the children
of men by virtue of that power and
authority and the church that ilehe
built up and this church of illshis that
is now established in ththeseehschse last days
and the officers of it dederiverive their au-
thority from that source it hashag come
down legitimatelegitimatelylegit lelaclesac fromfroin the days of

in titalt has come down
from our great father adam liehe re-
ceived the priesthood of the son of
god he was ordained to that priest-
hoodhoo and it has come down byllbyliby linealneal
descent from him unto all his children
who have thatauthority todato dadai andund who
ekerexerciseeiseelse it upon the earth itcanit can be
traced in the same manner as the de-
scent of manmail is traced it calicancall be
traced to father adam ilehe received
it ththrough angelicanelle administration itwas bestowed him and upon his
son abel and upon liilithis son seth and
from themthein it has come down through
the line of the priesthood from seth
to enos from enos to calnancainan from
cainan to and so on down
until the days of noah who received
it from his grandfather these men
were ordained in their various genera-
tions to this priesthood the priest-
hood afteratter the holiesthollest order the priest-
hood after the order of the sonaon of god

by virtue of this priesthood noah and
his sons ministered and labored as we
are told among the children of men
to persuade theinthem to forsake their sins
and to turn totn righteousness lest the
lord should overwhelm them withwitwhathaa
flood this floodhood had been predicted
longiong before it came enoch hadbad be-
held it in vision and he went forth as
we are told inlit the record that has come

i down to us from him and labored to
the best otof his ability among the chil-
dren of men to avert the dreadful con-
sequences of this threatened noodhood
which he had been informed by the
lord would overwhelm the inhabi-
tants because of their wickedness lielle
labored in this priesthood for years
and upwards that is he walked with
god fortor that length of time and by
the exercise of that priesthood he ob-
tained such great power from god that
he and his people were translated
zion was not it was taken to the
bosom of the lord the priesthood
however was still left hisills son
methuselah received it and he be-
stowed it upon lamechlamLarmech and noah re
received lafromit from methuselah and the
sons of noah received and exercised
the authority of it in the midst of the
childrenof men in order to save them
but were unsuccessful
received it and because of his great-
ness and the power that he attained
unto with god behe became so distin-
guished that the priesthood after the
order of the son of god has been
called alter his namedame from that time
until the present to avoid as we are
told in ittheEe revelations the too fre-
quent repetition of the name of our
lord andahoi savior jesus christ then
abraham received it and he bebestowedtowed
it upon his children Moses however
received it through a dlfdifdifferentferen linetine as
we are told lieile received it i om his
father in law Jethroand exe ased itft
among the people it was t same
priesthood that hisbis ancestor A ballam

holdhoedheldheid and by it betie perperformperformsfornai 1 the
mightyty works that he tied

to return again to Melchisedrc we
find here that paul in sspeaking about
him says that he was angongking of peace
and he goes on to say as we have it
translated that helasbe was without fath-
er without mother without descent
having neither beginning of days nor
end otoi life and the whole christian
world have gone astray oyer this ex-
pressionpres slonsion of paul not being able to un-
derstandderstand it thinking that that which I1
read in your hearing rereferredferrod to
ch himself when in reality it was
the priesthood he bore it was after
the power of an endless life ithad no
bebeginninginning no end it is eternal as our
father and god and it extends luttinto
the eternities to come and it is as end-
less as eternity is endless and as our
god la endless for it is the power and
authority by which our father and god
sits upon illshis throne and wields the
power ilehe does throughout the in-
numerablenumera blebie worlds over which ilehe exer-
cises dominion it Is the power
authority by which tifetoe son of
lord and savior jesus christ has at-
tained unto to that which has
promised unto himfilm and by which he
has become the havior and the re-
deemer of the world
Qthis priesthood as I1 have saldsaid came
down unto mose but the children of
israel would not have itinit in their midst
we are told very plainly in the revela-
tions that moses diligently to
sanctify his people andad to lead them
into the presence of god by means of
this priesthood but they would not
have it the ordinances of godliness
that were administered by it were not
acceptable to that generation they re-
jected them and besought mosesalases to
stand between them and their father
and god for they could not endure
histits presence hence the priesthood
was taken away and there was no exer-
cise otof the power and the authority of
it among thetile jews except occasionally
when prophets received authority from
the lord until the days of the savior
when it was restored once more in its
falness and in the plenitude of atsts
power to the earth and men bebeanbeganan to
exercise the authority thereof

mynl brethren and sisters we are
bbuildingng temples at the present time in
which we have ordinances administered
unto us for those who have died why
is this necessary it is because the
priesthood of the son of god wasway
withdrawn foefor a long period of time
from the earth the children of men
havebave been born they have livedrived 9 they
have died without any of the ordinanc-
es being administered unto them bbyy

I1 those who held the priestpriesthood of tthee
I1 son of god it is true that many
soughtsough aftertafter god inalnain a certain manner
and according to the light they hadadd
many obtained some degree of
knowledgeknowledgze concerning god romesome of
them had a testimony of himfilm through
their faith and died at peace withkith god
many of our anceancestorsmors livedjived iuin this
condition and god bboreiruire witness to
them by illsliishis holy spirit that liehe wawatz
pleased with them butnut what of that
Is that all that is ne essary to place
them in a saved condition by no
means something more than that is
necessary to obtain for them the full
remission of their sins and to place
them in a condition where they can be
davdsave d and exalted in gods prepresencesencenee
As I1 said to you in the beginning
something more was necessary fortor jojo-
seph than that he was a revelatorrevKevelator a
seer and a prophet to bonsconstitute himmm
a servant of god empowered to ad-
minister the ordinances of life and sal-
vation A wesley a luther a calvin
a wycliffe and a host of others who
have arisen in te world imbued with
the highest and purest motives and the
highest and most intense desires for
the salvation of theirthein fellow meu have
la boredlabored zealously to turn men to godgud
and to bring them to a knowledge of

the savior but they have not hadbad the
authority of thethu holy priesthood
they themselves could not usher peo-
ple into the church of god they could
not legitimately administer auall ordin-
ance pertaining to the salvation of the

1 human family yet god inln luanymany in-
stances accepted of them where they
sought unto himillin according to the best
light they passepossessedased ilehe accepted of
them and their labors and ilehe witnessed

untounto themtriem by the outpouring of his
spirit upon them that lie was pleaspleased
with themthern and liehe whispered peace toito
their souls in every land in every
nation and among the people of every
creed medmen and women of this kind
have been found and according to their
faith and diligence their works have
been acceptable to our father menalen
have thought that the christian lands
and the christian people so called
have been the most favored of god in
this respect no doubt they have be-
cause they have had knowledge con-
cerningcerni tig the savior that otherothen landslauds
other peoples have not hadbad but in pa-
gan lands in lands where the name ol01
jesujesus has never been heard where men
have sought after god and endeavored
to live according to the light that liehe has
given unto them and the spirit that he

I1 has bestowed upon them and which
I1i liehe bestowsbestons upon every maniuan and wo-
man born into the world he has ac-
cepted of them and in the dadayy of the
lord jesus the heaheathenthen will havebave part
in the first resurrection our ances-
tors have in common wittiwith others
destitute of the power and the author-
ity of the holy priesthood hence we
buildbuldityl terntemplespiesples hence we go inta these
temples and attend to the ordinances ol01

life and salvation for our kindred
have died in ignorance of this power or01
were in a position where they could
not havhave it exercised in their behalf
they could not be baptisedbaptizedsed for the re-
mission of their sins they could notnol
have hands laid upon stiem forthefor the re-
ception of the holy ghost they could
not have any other ordinance adminis-
tered unto them because the authority
to administer was hot uponu the earth
and whatever might Uebeetionedone in the
name of god or in the nimename of jesusjestis
by those who thought they had the au-
thoritytho rity or who assumed to possess it
was otof no avail so far as salvation was
concerned so far nsis acceptance by the
lord our god is concerned it was as
though nothing had been done
it is that in these last days god hav-
ing in his great kindness and mercyinercy
opened the fiheavenseavens once moremord and seniseui

i from heaven that authority which has
so long been withdrawn god havinbavins
done this we are put in the possessor
of the authorauthorityltv to administer to
other the ordinordinancesinces of life and

and not billy0 nay to administer to
other but to exercise that authorauthorityit ii
behalf of those who have lived before
us lived in ages that are past so thatthai
we can connect generation unto genera-
tion until we reach back to the timtime
when our ancestors did hold the
priesthood in this manner the wort
of salvation will progress until
throughout the millennium temples wilwill
be buitbaitbuiltbulit and the servants and hand
maidens of god will go into these tem-
ples and officiate until all who havhaveilestiesbeeneen born upon the face of the earth
who have not become sons of perdi-
tion will be redeeredeemedined and the entireentin
family be reunitedre united adam standistandingn1 al
the headyeuyou can see my brethren and sisters
the importance there is in our having
the priesthood of the son of god icin
our midst you can see how necessary
it is that it should be exercised andaud
exercised properly you can see
how necessary it is thatthai
the ordordinancesordinanceinances of life and salva
tion should be administered b v

those who are legitimately ordained to
this authority when a man lays his
handsbands upon thethie head otof his fellowfallow man
and professes to bestow authority the
mere profession of that authority will
avail nothing unless liehe has indeed the
authority and has it legitimately A
man who may profess to have the au-
thoritytho rity a man who may say I1 have
ordained this person or ane other per-
son unless he has the authority to do
so is a mereinere pretender and hisills acts
cannot be recognized nor acknowledged
of god I1 believe the time will come
when it will be necessary for every man
to trace the line in which he has re-
ceived the priesthood that he exer-
cises it is therefore of great import-
ance in ouiout church that records should
be kept and that every man should
know0 w whence he derives his authority

from what source through what
channel he has received the holy
priesthood and by what right
he exercises that authority and
administers the ordinances there-
of I1 believe this is of extreme
importance and that where there are
doubts as to a mans legitimately ex-
ercisingerexcising that authority that doubt
should be reirelremovednoved every man should
be careful on this point to know where
habets his priesthood that it has
come to bam clean and
niately and when men are cut of from
thath tt priesthood by the voice of the
servants of god there is an authority
on the earth which god recognizes in
the heavens and that man Is cut off
froinfrom the priesthood he said in
ancient days in spspeakingeakimeakie to illshis apos-
tles

sins ye rremitemit they are re
in eted unto therahanandananalewhose sinssina ye
etainretain they are retained

whatsoever thouthon haithalt bind on earth
shallshail be bound in heaven 1 andaud whatsoever
houthou shallghail loose on earth bhail bobe loosed in

heavenleaven

in these last days god has in like
manner restored this same authority
ifof tilethe holy priesthood liehe hahass re
stored to man the power to binhinbindd on
earthlarth and it shall be bound in heaven

lieilelielle hahass restored the authority totontop
mit sins on earth and ilehe the gnatgrieternal our father in heaven satagars
that when thesethebe sinsbins are remitted thershall bobe remitted but when theythemnot remitted they shallshail stand w
those wao commit the sins

therefore there is thisthit
the church andarid you can witness the
exercise of it and the power otodinitinyour own experience
voice of the people of god addand tietin
authorities that god has placed iveli
church whom ilehe has ordained
whenever they lift bptap their luhuiluiagagainstalustaa man to cut him off
church to withdraw from haintl
authority of thether priesthood that K

has exercised in every instance nib
outa single exception from tlethe ix

zinningsinning of this church until totegod has most signally and dondoy
ly manifested illshis approval uettef UI I1

acts and has withdrawn fronita
man whosoever he may bedew
great and mighty be

1
chii church his power and hibhis bl 1

ingin it was so with oliver comlat
thethu companion of joseph themtuetie mi
who received with him the
upon whose head john the capisihibimilaid his hands and upon who s e

also the apostles peter jantel c
john laid their hands tiletiie elorahI1 I1
blessings and favors that
him did not prevent his fallin
when he did falllall into sin indaidtini1

church and the priesthood
lifting their hands to cut him of

the church and take aromka
priesthood and the authoritybuitehk
had so popowerfully exercised andtanite
god had favored him with so ra
god recognized the action ok

men fell also six of the 0OB

twelve felltell into transgressiontranegressionsg y
were men of abiliabilityty menen of
1someyomeome of them were g- eadgreatly fanfar
Lyman Johnson bahadbadd won erferl s
festationsionslons given unto him butibutti
heher fell into transgressiontransgressions amial
Vchurchhurcil with the priesthood umiliunit

t

lifting up their hands against hllittit
power and authority that haamhad
gulshen him before was
and he became as other men hw
with allml of them so with sidneyj
don that mighty man that gloelo

manthaiman that spokesman fortor the htpin

Josephof whom the book of matmalmasmrs
I1

had spoken for hundreds yes t
be said for thousands of
his birth he also when the iliiii
hood and church in nauvoo awlift

their hands against him fdfell
lucifer who once was a
in the presence of god and eleneien
greatreat authority like lucifer kilit
and the authority and power
attended him were withdrand
became like unto other men TW

been the case in every instance
you point out an exception wi
them wherever you seegee thenntherndilgil
that have held the priestlyesthA
were bright and influential agapi
ful whom god blessed vw
ministrations god sealed niall
were in the possession of chatin
ty exercising it in purity andasandt
gleness of ppurpose when thiselthis
case he was with them but whalwhat

went into transgression andaddandeaid
the priesthood was taktakenn frogfron
they became weak and their fai

was gone theythey are marked
the people whereverwhbrever you setss
thus showing that god in ttip
days confirms the promise tf9

made unto his servants chatichatot
ever they bound on earth titlii

bound in heaven and that 01l
ever they loosed on earth sw
loosed in heaven j
Maitbitit is by thetile exercise of this
our midst that we are presearesepresentrv
has given it unto us it is rUe

placed this authority and poW er n
betie said in earthen vessels J

chosen weak men fallible ma
who are subject to all the falfai
weaknesses of human nature
nevertheless it is the authority1

it is the authority by whichwhick ctit
built up his church in all aamagesM
the authority the only authority1

the earth that can act in 0when a man hasfias this au
goesp forth and coconfinesniinilnesdes illlylhimselase99

legitimate exercise and keepkeeps
the bounds of hisbis authority
with him god confirms3 anat vw
does god places illshis sealanseal
blesingblessing and approval upon wfilshis I1

and though all the earth shouldU I1

or to undo them and tossato el
no effect they will stand ev
and in the courts ofaf beav n W0
corded anuianti confIrmconfirmedud anere
er among men that can disannul
acts that can revoke orarimanlajimahimanalado
in any manner it is this that
thisthibdittly11 church beyond the powerpoweringlloilo

of man courts cannot affectaffect n

manner the dedecisionscislon or the lotiacts

ordinancesordinancei that are adminISadministerWO

the servants of god that vw00
done in the name of abethe holy
hood will stand and will be 121

both in the world and out of anewthe W

both in time and in eternity gengeon
is that when an elder goes foro 0 1

authority of the holy I1

baptizes a candidate who hus me
of his sins god conneus that 0V

1anancoce god remits the sins of that

vividualdual god by bestowing illsls

spirit witnesses unto that sousoai that I1

sins or her sins are remitted in1 I1

manner when an elder UPlays 11 5 bs
rovrotupon the head of a man or g

who has been thus baptisedbaptizedsed allusliuaddand

unto that individual i receiverec yo

holy ghost it god in hearenheavenbeatenbo
he

ne
I1

the oath andana the carenantcovenantcovecorenant thatthail y I1

made boundbouud by all the idOls

pertain to the everleverieverlastingaltin priesraderdeowill cause the holy ghostglobt tomtowto
v ip

uuponuron0n that soul and behe or awshe
aidedaled therewith he receivesrec elreseires the

of fire and tilethe holy aboagao su


