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regarded as a staggering if ot fatal
blow to prohibition, unless Congress
shall come to the rescue of thatcause
with appropriule legislaticn.

One of the most strongly written
criticisms of it which have appeared
in the American press is an arlicle
by T. E. Willson, which was given
in the New York World of May 7th.
That any writer should find in any
decigion of the supreme tribupal of
the Union, ground for such denun-
clation of the action of that august
pody, as is uttered by Mr. Willson,
ie a matter ot profound regret, and
of the deepest concern to every
citizen of every State.

The World precedus -the article
with the following headlines set in
diaplay type:

“AN IMPERIAL DECREE.

“THE BETATE'S CONTROL O} TRADE RE-
BTRICTED TO 1T§ OWN PRODU CTS,

CWHATEVER CROBSER A BTATE LINE I8
UNDER OONTROL OF CONGRESS.

ALl Btate Lawe Regulallng the Sale ot Dis
eased Meat, Adulteruted Food, Polsons,
Explosives, Liguors, Ubscene Books,
and Everything Brought Into One State
from Another, beclared Void by the
Bupreme Cpurt.”

The article in full is here append-
ed. It bears date of Washington,
D. . May 5th:

‘*Tha deecision of the Supreme Court
of the United Siates in the case of
Lersoy & Co. v8. J. A. Harding, city
marshal of Keokuk, Ia., who seized
certain kegs of liguor imported by
Lersey & Co., from another State and
oxposed by them for sale in Keokuk,
in violation of the State law forbid-
ding the sale of lignor, is one -vhigh
fifty years ago would have convulsed
the country. Boilh political parties
would have united then in wiping out
a gourt so evidently in open rebellion
against the Union. Today it is difti-
cult to get any one even to listen for
two minutes i¢ a mere sialemen: of
the case, much more-—a thousand
times more—important than the Dred
Soott decision. Patriotism is absoluie-
ly dead. Only here and thers can be
found a man who cares whether he
lives under a despotism or a demoec-
racy.
“]1n effect Lhe decision of the Su-
prome Court of the United Stales is
that the State law of Iowa, and all
lawe made by any Stato, regulating
the sale within its boundaries of any
thing brought into it from another
8tate, is unconstitutional and void, all
control and regulation of such impor-
ted products within a 8tale being ex-
clusively within the jurisdiction of
the United States. The court gener-
ously leaves to each State the right to
regulate the sale of its domestic pro-
due s, and of imported products from
other States afler they bave been so
broken up and disturbed that they are
no longer distinguishable in (he gen-
aral mass.

'"“The State law of Iowa {4 divided
into paris, and this decision is also
divided into two parts.

““The fi1st part of the Siate law pro-
hibits the importation into the State
of certain mantfactures—whieh tbhe
first part of the decision declares the
State of Iowa has no right to do. It
cannot pass any law limiting or con-
fining the absolute free trade ordained
by the Constitution between the States,
or any act affecting in any way any
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goods (or bads) which may be outside
s houndairy lines. This inhibition
has never been assailed by the mosi
ardent advocate of State rights. ‘There
wage no objection to it in tho eoustith-
tional convention. It was a part of
the Articles of Confederation, 1t has
often been explaned, extounded, and
upheld by the Suprome Court of the
United States from the adoption of the
Constitution to the present time.
There is no one who wounld attempt at
this day to controvert it, and no Siate
conurt would permit a State law to be
enforced jn violation of it.

**Our federal union of States is based
upoh an absolute and ungualified un-
taxed free trade within the boundaries
of the United States such as exists
within one country or Siate; which
cannot be ‘regnlated.’ limited or re-
strained in any way by Congress or
by the States. Any State law forbid-
ding a citizen to importa certain thing
i3 a limitation of the right which the
State may not attempt. The bringing
it to the houndary line—the actual
crossing of the boundary line—is not
in itself an agt which the State may
punisly, But after the thing gets
across the boundary line the State is
aovereign.. :

‘“The power.is not taken froin the
State by the Constitution to be lodged
in Congress. The perpetual, unlim-
ited and unlimitable free trade be-
tween the States can no more be
interfered with or ‘regulated’ by the
United States than it ecan be bya
State. The free trade of the Constitu-
tion is as binding npon the one as up-
on the other. It is not at the pleasure
or will of gither. The State is not for-
bidden becanse Congress may, but be-
cause—if there be a- because—the
Congress is forbidden to meddle with
trade between the States as well as
within the State.

**A score ol desisions of {heSunrewme
Court, runmng hack to 1810, uphold
the preselit judges in declaring that so
ntuech of the Iowa Slate law as forbids
the impertation of any foreign pro-
duets is unconstitutional, but there is
not one line to justify thair reason for
it—that the Congress has gcontrol of the
question, and that tne Congress muy
sot up alariff and free list of goods to
be importad from one State into anoth-
er. Their reason, however, need not be
debated here. So much of the deci-
sion ia sonnd, however faulty the logic
may be, '

“But—and here is the point which
marks the new doctrine of the Su-

reme Court—the second part of the
aw and the second part of Lhis de-
cision affect the right of the State to
rogulate the action of ifs domestic
trade inside its boundaries. The State
law of Iowa farbade the exposure of
liquor for publie sale. The SBupreme
Court of the United States wipes this
law off the lowa statute books. The
Siate not only may not forbid the lin-
portation, the court declares. but it
may not torbid or even interfere with
or rogulate the =ale of imported
articles so long as they remain in the
original packages or the possession of
the importer. 1t has no authority or
control over the buyer, the seller or
the geods.

“The right to regnlate domesiicirade
is expressly reserved in the Constitu-
tion to each State of the Union. Tiis
one of the most important of their ra-
served rights. There is not a word, a
hint, in any of the expresaly delegated
powers of Congress that can, by the
widest stretch of fancy, be made to
grant {o Congress aright to interfere
in any way with the absdlute control
by eaoh State of ail internal State trade

what shall not he sold within its boun-
daries and by its eitizens.

“When the Supreme Court declares,
as it does declare in this case. that Con-
gress and, not the State has the rigit 1o
decide swhat shall be sold and what
shall not be sold within the limit of
sach State, it 18 revolation.

It iz a revolution that can only he
met by force; and it is the duty of eve-
ry patriolic American to arm himself
to provide Limself with powder ar
ball, and to organize for armed resist-
ance {0 Any allemptto carry out this
decizion, whether in hisown Slate orin
any other State.

“There can be no appeal to the bal-
lot-box. Though every citizen in the
United States wshould ‘vote against
this decision, their 12,000,000 ballots
would net disturh it. Tt cannot be re-
pealed, o1 changed, or amended. 8ix
t.)sjr niillions of people are hels)les.fily in
the grip of these six infallihle Cmsars,
whoean do nho wrong. There is no le-
zal remedy for this monstrous betray-
al of a foolish trus.. Force is alone left
—the foree of arms—to overthirow this
treason and rebellion of these 81X men
against their sovereign —the people.

‘*There can be no appeal to Congress.
These six Cmsars are the masters of
Congress, of the President, of all other
gourts. They inay wipe any enact-
ment they wish from the statute book,
They may interpret or change thoseo
that remain to suit themselves. They
are the LAW. It is the Law which
has seized the soversign by the throat.
It is the law which has committed
treason, and which is now in open re-
bellion against the Union. The only
appeal from the Law is to the Bullet.

‘Mark what the decision maans, It
is oot a guastion wheth: r liguor shall
be sold 1n Iowa or in any other Stata
of the Union. It is not even a gquestion
of the invasion of the rights of the
States. It passes in importance be-
hind all these. It is the last time the
people of the United States will ever
bave an opportunity to ask themselves
if the Constitution shall be preserved
and whether this Government shall be
converied into an absolute despotisin,
governed by the President and Con-
gress accor ding to the arhitrary will of
the six Cwsarsof the Supremse Court..

+*The State of New York cannot for-
bid the imjortation; but it can and
does forbid ithe =ale within her hound-
aries of ohscene books or pictures. The
six Cmesars of the SBupremne Court de-
clare that if these Lbooks are imported
from Connecticut,New Jersey or Penh-
sylvania their sale shall not be inter-
fered with by the State of New York,
and they promise to protect the per-
son to whom the ohscene books are
consigned, or who otters them for sale,
from uany molestation by any State
Court so long as they remain in the
originul binding aud until they are ab-
sorbed by traffic in the general mor-
chandise of the Stale.

“Phe State of New York cannot foi-
bid the importativn of lottery and
poliey tickets; but it can and does for-
pid their sale within her boundaries.
The si1x Cagesars of the Supreme C- urt
have served a hotice on the legislaiure
and eourts of New York and upon all
peace officars, that hereafter lottery
tickets imported from Lonisiana or
policy slips imported froin Hoboken
may lawfully be exposed for salein
their original shape anywhere and at
any time, Sundays or any days, and
that any interference with them,either
with the sale or the sellers or the huy--
ars, will bring upon this State the
mailed hand of miliiary goverment
whigh thirteen Sta’'es have felt.

“The State of New York cannot for-

of every kind, or with the right of each [ bid the importation of 1 quors, but 1t
State 1o dictate what shall besold or/can and does regulate the sale, permit-



