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hT 1'ail, April 1 189J 'Well bo)S,
ou miy laugh at Jim Hill now, but the

time will soon come when jou and
every railroad mmagcrof the United
Stites will hive to take )our hats oil to
Jim Hill He U the hieatcst rillroad
mm In the country todiy, and )uull
have to arknoH ledge III '

I he speaker was S S Merrill, the
minager or the Chicago, Mllwaukco
and Si I'lutrallwij. It Mas at a meet
Ins of the treat railroad incti of the
country, which took place a few )tars
ni,o Jimcs J Kill ol St Paul, then

I representing a comparatively small line
of road, had made a ipccli In n hailing,
modest way After speiklng he had
left the meeting and some of the eastern
rallroid men had laughed at his manner
and his Ideas and this had angered his
ltd friend, Mr. Merrill, and the alien c
prophecy was made It has already
come true The railroad men of the
United Stales have long since begun to
take off their hats to Jim Hill and he has
since that meeting accomplished more
as a railroad builder than any man In
the world He Is, In fact, the modern
Aladdin of the great northwest, though
he Is as yet practically unknown to the
rest of the United States You can buy
his photograph In the book stores You
will not fin I Ids blogriphy in any of the
fit books on millionaires and little has
ctcr been sild about him Intho

Sllll he begin his life here
wihouta dollar ami he Is now worth
more than )5 000 coo He started here
as a clerk on tliu levies along back near
the sixties and he Is now the owner and
builder of the Greit Northern railway
8) stem, wlilt.lt has lust been completed,
and which with Its more than 4 600 miles
of Iron tricks his i,iven us another
ureal trunk line across the continent I

line spent some time here studying
him and his personality, through chats
Willi his most Intimate friends, and he is

one of the most remarkable men In the
world His great trunk line across the
continent his lucn practically built
within the pist sit jenrs and the United
btites liirdly knows of Its existence
Sllll, lie Ins had an nrmy of something
I kc 10 000 men nt work right along, tiny
alter diy, hjiug down this wonderful
)tem, and the construction of the line

Ins been such lh.it II Is evn more
wonderlul very foot of it Ins been
built to st it. it is cillctl here the

railroad of the west, an It Is so
built tint it cm be run muri cheaply
and better than the other roads of the
countr) Unlit nslt was by oil" mm,
who hid sole control of llscipllal. it Ins
cost only f:,uou a mile, while the
avenge cost ol the roads In the United
stalls, taking their bonded Indebted
ncss inly and not the stock, is ft; ecu
1 lie Union I acific liai, am told, cost
something like (71000 it mile the
Northern acific over t;o 000 a mile and
thi. Southern 1'icllic more tli.111 So 000
for eery mile of track Mr Hills new
road his a gride of only thlrlv one feet
to the mile aid the roid Ins been built
so that single englre cm entry l.juo
tons ov cr its neav lest rade When It Is
remembered that on some of the other
roids jjo tons Is the maximum for
heavy grade It will be seen what a
wondcilul difference this will mike In
operating expenses Mr. Hill bchc.es
that fielght rates by rail will be eventu-
ally cheaper thin by water, and he
expects to see Iho day when by the
means of well constructed roads and
the best of modern engines n ton of
freight can be carried niross theconli
nent cheaper thin it could bo sent the
samedtstince by sea

Till. JAV COULD OP Tllh NORTHWEST.

In this letter I have not space to write
of the Greit Nortliren road or the
wonderful region it traverses I may
speak of it hereafter. I can only give
you something of the personality of the
man who built il lames J. Hill his
been called the lay Gould of the north-
west His friends spurn this insinuation
They say he Is a builder up of countries
rather than a wrecker of rnilroids He
has never been a speculator, and lie has
made his treat fortune by stud)ing the

ice Is of tic times h)lng om n goml
(mindation fur I Is plans and sitadily
and solidly carrjing them oat tnim-pinio-

He Is n Cntindi m by I Itth
in he cmno litre n wor boy along
ajout n;G nn I I hup been lol I tint
lie ha I to b mow the money to bu, his
rulroad ticket to St 1'iul He first
cltrked nn the levees, hut eaity uv thai
the trnns.ioitatlon problem was one of
the great onesof the future mid devoted
hiusclf to studying It I Into lie ml
stories of how he drove do,: s e Ige in
ci'riln., height from oil" pari of this
10 tin. other nntl during my visit
to his house here I saw n gn it silver
pi itt. is hg nroind as n centir table
which Mi George A llrackett nntl othir
in rent of Minneapolis givo him as n
jestm dof their gMiltudo lor wlnl
he a dune for tliclr loan his plate
was mile by liiran) aid cost more
Hi in txi and the iui,ravings upon it
reprrsenle I tin different scenes of Mr
Hills hfi work In the Improvement
ol translocation, beginning with his
dogledges and ending wild his greit
rallwaj

TIIK OKKAT NORTHERN SVSTEtt

The Gnat Northern si Htm wis be
gun by tin hmlngof tliu old SI 1'iul
and icilu road by Mr IIIII Tills hut
been mlt an 1 w is owned by Dutch
bondhol lirs and Mr Hill raised lie
monc) and bought it for a song It
repn n e only n few miles of track,
nnd it id een rather ixpenslicl) huill
It was not well enough mide, lionet er
to suit Hi ami he tore tit) the trick
nnd reduied the grades until ho mails It
so that one locomotive woul I do the
work of three in going over it He
gradual!) ex ended his nes Into tl e
greit Red Riser alley He saw tint
II is w is to be the briad biskels of the
United States and he has gildlroned It
with rillroids lien he bulll, In con
necllon with the llrillsh government nnd
others lh Cinadian I iclfic railway
And hi was, I am told, the pricllcal
man to superintend the construction of
this roid irom Winnipeg to tha west.
He had a connection with it from Win

for his roads In Minnesota and
)akota, but wlin the Canadian got em-

inent decided to extend their lino on
toward the east he at once saw tint
this would cut off his retinue from the
west mil he planned the great trunk line
which was this m mill lompleted He
went over the whole line on foot and on
horseback, and he knows, I am told
every foot of track and th" character of
neirly ctery section of lintl along his
nearly three thuusind m les of mint
track He has made a thorough stud)
of whit Is under the soil ns well as wlnl
is in it, and a lamous (.colonist wild
recently went oterthe roid raid tint
Mr Hill knew as much as he did about
the geological nature of country. It
was the same with La Doux.lhe chemist
of mllonil note, and Mr llrackett tel's
me that Mr Hill cm desciibe to you the
details of the construction of ever) side
track and ctery water talk along this
big line from the headwaters of the
M ssisslppi to the I'lcific.

now hill nuts stlah rscines
There Is probably nothing connected

with railroad building tint Mr Hill does
not know. He has a mind which grasps

1 subject in all Us dclalls I, his
mule such a stud) of ri nnd
rnllroa mtiuigdneiit lhat he till
loJiyjust I101V long each nn ne f
his ingliics will last nnd to 1 p il st
tin. nmnunt Of work il wl I du t r

is kept In the offices of I t,r Ht

Northern ol the lifu nnd w

pirtif etery plecoof marl ,r n
netted with the 1011I, nnd u Hi
c mid probably not build an him
self, I entitre 10 say he coul hit tin
coisiruciunof one Notion,. h its
hi New orkand during tin t ih re
lie for t foi
his ronil llieso engines t t tl mi
$1 sooo apiece and the com t icnsenud luntlderable ltl'jni't m inl
ing he asked I r I Ids Irani tl ikt nt
car woiks and five greit ui es
submitted b! Isnndspccilicaii heir
agents brought in time I h v
win sealed, of course, ami Mr Hill
opened them In Iho pies- - of tliu
nuents an I looked them o r Afli r a
le moments Ills bronx b to knit,
ami nt the cud of half an ho r aij
'Genllt men, there is somei trong
about tliese bids on havt t tlnnrtl
together In the making of tl e mil
this Is .1 put up lob Nou, I w ml to tell
)uU)ou cintdo work fur 1 that
way nn joil can take ) ir mil
yourtiltis 0111 of the room An I with
lint he threw Ihelr pipers toll d
showed them the door. He t tntl
his own engineers flrnw up s e h 1
lions of just the kind of locum litis he
wanted nnd he went to the iimptniis
and told Hum If they w mte 10 bid
honestly 011 them they could do so, but
he would havo nothing more to do with
thur agents, and they must lue honest
bids or lie would send the work
elsewhere

At this same lime, a friend of s tells
inc. Mr. Hill went to Ialftiysto buy
some Jewels for his wife II utkcdnl
i serv eipensite piece of Wuik n.inslilp
and liked it an I asked Its cost. One of
thelilfinyswho was wilting upon him
nskid him whit he thought Hie cost
would be and Mr Hill began to t

He told the nluennd wc uof
each stone estimated the 1 st of the
wnrkminshipaiid figured it o within
a few doll irs of the actual pr r 1 if
fany sas he Is one of the best m Igis ol
precious stones in the United s ten

A FtKMlIR AND AN ART COSNOI UK,

It Is the same with bis farm nk Ho
knows all about stock and .k raisi ig
and he has some of the finest stoik in
the United States on bis firm nr ir ire
Hits farm contains about 4000 acres
It has mora than 400 head 01 fino anl
mils on It lie cm, I am lol J t II joii
the pedigree of any one sou may pick
out at n ghoce, and he kno ss tin re-

cord of each cow. It Is ihe simi Willi a
half dozen other branches t f know-
ledge and you cannot trike a su icct
on which he Is not pes ted He Is 1

man of wide scientific reading and he Is
one of the test Judges of pictures and
fine arts in the United States He cm
go Intoi gallers and can tell joulhc
names of ttie artists of am famous pic
lures Ihat may be upon! Ihe walls, nnd
his house here is Just filled with paint-
ings by the rnat masters He has a
large art gallery connected with his
house, which Is lighted from the rool

nnd which onlnlns more fine modern
I palming th m tou will see in the Cor

co on Art t, r In Wishlngton Hi
tnsf in linns by Millet Hit I minusPun pintir a numb r by l'ro on

nil iitlirrs b) D11? Munkiek-- I) li
crilxnid itliris home his pimil ir

$ .piece mid nm in, illier he
has beajihul pom tit of one of his
ihlldren In llourgcrciii doubt
whelhertlkrc Is an ihcr prltatu hoi se
in tin ioumr which has su many line
puiuics I M.ilctl it today and will
wiile t f it in my uett letter

mil 9 KMIttiriK.I OF HIS ROAD

11 ill s knowledge of his road 1, I nm
lol wonderful lie knows personally
marly cscr) man inipluyed upon II timl
hi Islliblu to be found nt any point
along Hit line il uiy moment Ho Ins

thonmgh cllll sen Ice organliallon isto hit emplo)cs, and promotion goes
entirely by mem, and the mm who dis
obeys orders is dischirkid instnnter
An Inst nice nf Ibis was Inl I me the
other diy by bis son lis, Mr Sainiiil
Hill. Ilia president nf the Mont in
Lentil 'We were silting 0110 day
sild he, ' in Mr Hill s housi in St I ml
when he asked mo If I dldn I want go
west forn little trip I rtphid that
didn t ol Ject and inked when he wintetl
to go Hu said, 'right .may, ml I there-
upon telephoned to Inn my bag sent
uvir from Mlnueipohs, and In Ihe
course of nil hour we were on his
special tnln nntl going out lo the lar
west We stooped lit a oint in tliu
mountihis in Montm I, and hire got off
the road nnd rode fort) miles by stigi
wiih rcliys of hoises Wc then slept
and lode forty miles further an I stopped
at n litem Mr. Hill Iratnped around
ill Hut thy oter Die country and came
hick in the ctcnlng nntl hid supper
After nipper he stlil, 'I think wetoull
reach Hie tar if we look Ihe horses
tonight ' and wc had tin ill Inrnesstd up
ami cut across lo tin trick It was n
long rhle and a dirk night, nntl weenmc
to the load nt a station ihote tliennc
which wc hid expected lo strike, lust
as we got there a freight Iraln from
llutteCit) was pulled in with llnnes
bursting out or Its side As It pulled
up nt the station Mr Hill sinltnnlhls
voice rang out In the d ukness

' 'W hire's the conductor of thlstriln?'
" Herewas ihaicply iiiagruiTvoicc.

Whit rate arc )ou running?'
'"About rlghtccnmilcs nn hour,'

said the man, rather resenting the
question

"ou are not telling the truth,' repll
cd.Mr Hill 'You hate been running
oter thirty miles an hour, and onr
orders are not to run more thin tttilte

on nrc dlschirgcd this Instant, nntl I
will liaio another conductor to Ilka
jour place' When lint con luclor left
lliitte City Mr Hill wis hitting in his
olhcc in St, I tul, an It must hue
scared the man almost lo death
In find hint awiy out here hi the
heart of Montana "
UISCHAROLD Ilk Till. LIGHT OP Tilt

MOON

Anolheriiislinceof Mr Hill's prompt
discharge of an inefficient employe was
nt t famous trestle bridge on the litis.
A man wis kept lo patrol this bridge
alter every pa. sing train He was

especlcd lo have a bucket of water in
Ills hand, and he was there lo put nut
any sparkon tliU might fill from the
engine One night freight train hid
lust gone o cr, nnd ns it left the bridge
Mr Kill n special car shot out through
tin dnrkuess ami ciiua over It During

Is rides over his road he spends n good
tint of lime outside the car ami lie was
slinilingoi the plitfnrni nt he rime lo
tliu brldgu Iho moon nt this point
shone through n iluu nntl he saw Ihe
nm who was ixpccled to tike carcnf

the parks throw his bucket oscr lite
shoulder nntl is he ditl so his c)c notiil
the fact that then lias a hole In IL He
slopped his ear and discharged the man
frnii work Hu I isists niwi)t upon
discipline and no man cin work for iilin
who will not obey orders.

DVNV.MO IN CLOTIIRS.
As for himself, he Is the hardest

wi rker on the ron I He Is a iKiiamo In
clothes His head works nil the lime
He Isnniinol wondcifil ucllvlly nnd
of gnatpuwer of endurance lie lint
gone oter Ihe greater pin of his road
on loot nod all the new lines he has
traversed on foot or on hnrsebaik
belore the) were put down When out
cinipiiig he olten sleeps in Ihe open nlr
Ami In cm shell ail) where at any time
Hi oftm reads himself to sleep and he
has thorough control over his mind, and
ran, I am told, dismiss his work whe
ha Willis la He has n wonderful
memory and Instances of this nre ollen
seen nt the Gre it Northern nlhces hen
His accounts, ou know, run up Into
millions nnd lie seems to renumber
each one of the thousand items from
year lo )enr The other diy

broULhl Into him It repre
Muled thousands of dollars I le looked
over It and at one plnco bo saw 1 charge
ofJMoo for the completion of n wntir
lank lie looked up at once nnd slid

How about this Itemr This was not in
last year anil wi have never hid it hen
before He was lold that it had not
been quite fitiishid und Ihe chirge wis
immune He ill I not like it nt nil and

man n severe reproof for not
ceping Ihe accounts In detail

III! WANTkU TIIK LKTTItt.

One of Jim Hills hobbles In the dive)
opment of his railroad si stein is in the
improvement of Ihe stock and the farm
Ing along his lines ol road He Ins fur

been distributing line stuck, sheep,
cattle and hogs to thu dill rent sections
for breeding purjiosis stipulating tint
thennimilt shall he for tin uso of the
communities He his usmll) sold them
nt n moderate figure to one of the lead-
ing (armors In cich p'ice with this pro
vision, and his rircly clnrged more
thin the cost of tin freight from it
1'iul Among other things tint he dis
Hlhiilcd Intl Is wiy were some very fine
hogs, the offspring ol (nine that h
Imported from the old country himself,
nn l which cost him several hundred
dollars apiece Ho sol I Ihcm for about
five dollirs apiece to thcsi farmers nnd
sent lliem out nil along the line One
di not long ago he came don n to lilt
olhce In Si I tul In fin I an old firmer
wailing fur him. He asked him whit
he coul I do for him and Ihe farmer
saidi 'Mr Hill have come down
to do business with you You serine

n boar some 'months ago and I took It EH
from ) ou nt fiv e dollirs. Well, I like it s fM
well that I Inve come In to tell )ou that 9H
I want to buy the whole litter II ou &

will let me have them it the sime 9price ' Mr Hill then sat down anil KH
explained to Ihe man ihe philosophy of HH
breeding He told him wli it Ihe hogs H
hid nclually cost hint, nnd when the old MB

fellow went nut nl the office Ins eyes W
were I nm told, ns big as jour fist. yR

Mr Hill Is nctln; 011 this same way as Ol
to nil matters connected tilth the lands
along the Nnrthern T iclfic. Ills prln
ciple Is that Ihe prosperity of his roid
must depen I on Ihe prosperity ol the 'U
small farmers living nloug It, nnd he &0&

says he hopes to make it so tint their K
products cm Le sh! ped to tha cist and fa
cm compete with any In tlio United MR.
Stales Wi

IIILI'S STKASISIIIP LINK V
Already the Great Northern Is reach Nil

Ing out to Ihe cast ns to freight rates m'
Its vice president tells me that it his six (M
big steamers on tie greit lakes which IjHi
carry Its height from Llululh 10 lluflalo Mlt
and Cleveland In less linn four da) s. B
These boils will e tell carry between JM
Mo nnd three thousand Ions and two IH
passenger steamers arc being built M
which will le faster than Ihe steamers M
which cross the Atlantic, nnd by which (M
you may go from lluflalo to Duluth in
Idly two hours Tills Is almost Incredl- - M
ble, but the ships will, I am lold, be H
faster than our new irnn cruisers an I EH
they w ill probably be ready for the sum- - IB
mcr travel. In these ns in every other Hfpart of Ihe roid no expense is sp ired to BL
gel the very best, and as nn Instance of Hg
the way the load his been bulll, that HI
put of It which runs through the cities jH
of St Paul and Minneapolis hat cost JHj
more thin Is 000,000 In no place does
It cross n street or gride and It always
runs above It or under it leaving
Minns inollt Ihe rmd crosses the river
on a bridge which Is the wonder of Ihe
civil engineers tin world over It is Iho
only bridge of stone arches which has
ever been built uponn curve and Ihe
engineers said it was an Impossibility lo
construct It Mr Hill laid out the plans
nnd It works as well as any straight
bridge In the country

JIM iiii.lh HontSTf
One of Ihe most prominent trails of

Mr llillls his modesty and his retiring
disposition He does not like to be
Hiked about in ihe newspapers and lie
has never given oil a picture of himself
fur publication I le his not been in St.
Paul during the week I have spent here,
and I hive not met him. Ironilheoil
portrait of linn which I saw in Ills house
he looks, I Judge, very much like the
hie l'icsldent Garfield, and lie Is a
rather stoutly built, broad shouldered
man of about fifty five years of age I le
It sil I to be n pleasant man with hit
filcnds, n splendid companion, a good
story teller, not a bid singer ami
thoroughly posted on almost every sub
icct under the sun During my sliy
hero I hive gone throtiLh his mansion,
which George V. Clidtls says is the
finr.t private house in Ihe United States,
nntl of this and of the new and unknown
country opened up by his road across
the continent may write hereafter.

I RANK G. CARrKNTCR
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TD ALL CONFERENCE VISITORS !!
OUR MAGNIFICENT SALESROOMS ARE NOW FILLED WITH

I LHTEST IMPORTHTIONS!
m

Dress Goods Hosiery Carpets Queensware j

H Fancy Notions Underwear Curtains Dinner Sets j
I Kid Gloves Parasols Rugs and Mats Lamps in Variety
I Flowers Millinery ... Wall Papers Fancy Goods 1

Ribbons All the Latest StylesT Linoleum Clocks & Mirrors

I Men's and Boys' Clothing, etc. Boots, Slippers and Rubbers. 1
H 'hI T. Q--. TVHJ13BEJEl, Supt.


