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A VIKING BOLD

heriulfo bardsen sailedofbibjarniarni son
WShis clinker built ship through a fog and
inadvertently discodiscoveredvered america

before the genovese gained theseyearsears
spores

this is as certain as anything taken
the word of a poet can be saga

on
legend there is no other proof be-

yond
and certain large credibility but ifa king alfred on the eviearone is toto accept

the chronicles there isis noofdeucedencesg refusing to acknowledgeforreasonon
the son of heriulfoHeri ulf the matteraani

been ahrthreshedhed out by the antiquariesantiqua riesas and rafn mil-

r
add professors gravier aandersonandersen and among

of others have argued the ques-

tion
orere bone these learned menthen to but thereon details are

do not agree
dissentient voices on theI1longerion er any

that the vikingsfactfact at issuespainmain american harbors inin tthehesailed into
it is possible that futurecenturytenth upset this theory but at

researchfe earchsearch may
and accepted sobentpresent it is sound

and Eexpressstaysagys the mail
theory thattherenere is an ill regulated

precedededee columbus inin hisprecirishmenwntain discovery it has been bols
Vvoyageeya of

certain specious facts by a
wwithUtere the professorslimmebeamed manan of dublinablin

e none of it however

the vikings were stark and savage
sailing in all waters and

adventurers sailinglandsands they entered
andd robbing in all

in england they ravagedevery port
scotland they saisailedled up frenchdrench rivers
fcharlemagne wept Eatlt seeing their dark

k intoththey carried their forays
ir ships robbersafrica theythey were pirates

the norse sagasthievescorsairscor done bycalendarNeugatenewgatewadread like a
ahrthroughough all the blackjaohnn milton

I1 turbulencealence of crime and knaveknaveryry chefe
of high quality heroica heard a note

homericKomeric there is something of this
of the worm sea a seajepthethe saga

fancied where wormstheaie norse men
whichafi would bore through the timbers

afof the ship until she sank swarmed in

allha the wavesaies
derbjarnilarm J GrimGrimalalfsonfeon was driven with

Wshis ship into the irish ocean and they
came into a worm sea and straightway
began the ship to sink under them one
boat theyey had which was smeared with
eean oil for the sea worms do not attack

tthat they went into the boat and then
aw thatat it could not hold them all

then said bjarni since the boat cannot
irive rooroom to more than half of our men

EMit is m1my counsel that lots should be
drawn for those to go0 inin the boat for

it shall not be abcaccaccordingr to rank thising
thought they all so highagh minded an
offeraft that no one would0 I1 speak against it
icett oiddid they so that lots were drawn
mad it fefelt11 upon bjarni to gogd into the
boatbak and the half of the men with him

fforor the boat had nnotot room for more
hutbut when they had gone into the boat
then saidgaid an icelandic man who was avin
the shiship and had come with biardi from

icelandcellmg
I1 dost thou intend bjarni to

separate from me here bjarni an-
swered so it falls out then said the
other very different was thy promise
to40 ttymy father when I1 went with thee
fifromam iceland then thus to abandon me
aror thou we should both share
the sameeme ffateate bjarni replied it shallshaff
arat be thus go thou down into the
boatbit and I1 will go up into the ship
since I1 see that thoutalou art so desirous to
leorralve then went biama up into the

A

I1

ship but this man down into the boat
and after that they continued their voy-
age until they came to dublin in ire-
land and told there these things but
it is most peoples belief that bjarni and
his companions were lost in the worm
sea for nothing was heard of them since
that time

by kindly acts of this sort these
pirates proved themselves akin to byronsB rons
corsair with his one virtue and mr
gilberts operate orphans what man-
ner of ship they sailed in you may see
by visiting the museum inin
or by readingreading a book published by prof
anderson olof the university of wiscon-
sin

iston
one of them dug out of the blue

clay where it had lain for ten centuries
may stand for a model she is 78 fee
long at her greatest length 17 feet a
her greatest width she has
ribs draws less than four feet of water
is clinker built carries one forty foot
mast has sixteen slits on either side
throughgh which the twenty foot oars
swung the only peculiarity the marine
editor would notice is that her rudder
was on the right side the steer board
sisidei le if you please and thence star-
board the rudder was a large wood-
en blade fastened to a piece of timber
projectingting a foot from the side of the
vessel

n
red erik was outlawed in iceland

and sailing abroad to find a new home
discovereddiscoverea greenland it was not an
especially fertile land but said he peo-
plep le willw ill be attracted thither if it has a
goodgoo d name he established a colony
there in A D among thethe colonists
there was a man named ernulf bard-
sen after a few months his son bjarni
determined to follow hihimm he sailed
westward with his sea rovers into fog

1 and tempest and in the end came to a
land where low wooded shore hills
crowded down to the sea this land he
knew well was not greenland he was
in search of a father and not of a conti-
nent so he put to sea again

in a few days he came to another
land low lying flat and wooded this
again he knew was not greenland for
there were no glaciers he stood out
to sea in a southwest wind for two days
and sighted land again this time a
white mountainous I1landand with glaciers
four days more they sailed and came
to greenland 13beamisanis search for a
father ended morebore happilyhappilyTap than larhettlarhaphets
he settled in the colony and sosoldd his
boat to leif leif with a crew of
thirty five men set out to explore these
lands seen of bjarni

they sailed to the white mountainous
land with gaglaciersciers named it bellu
land and sailed on they came to
another land and named it marchlandMarckland
and sailed on A northwest wind bore
them on for two days and they came
toa land with a island lying to the north
of it between these a tide raced and
they sailed with it into a river and
then into a lake they went ashore
and camped for some time they
built houses and passed the winter
there there was salmon in the lake
and deer in the wood the climate
was milder than that of greenland and
day and night were more nearly equal

a german sailor who was with
the party discovered one day grapgrapee
vines and grapes in the woods in the
spring they sailed back to greenland

the landlan they called by reason of
the grapes they had found vinland or
wine land

A third trip was made by leafs
brother thorwald he sailed up the
river into the lake and found the huts
of leif he and his men spent two
winters there they met a party of
natives one day and slew all of them
but one who escaescapedjed A few days
later there came a fleet of Askinin covered
canoes filled with natives there was
a fierce batttle and thorwald was slain
they buried him on a cape that juttedbutted
into the sea north of the rivers mouth
and sailed away to greenland

the next expedition was on a urgearge
scale karlsefne a wealthy norwegian
led out a colony of sixty men and five
women they found grapes and fields
of wild corn fish and deer they
traded with the high cheekedchecked coarse
haired natives that winter
wife had a child who was called snorri
scandinavian antiquities say that the
sculptor was one of his
descendants in the spring the colony
returned to iceland one more attempt
was made to colonize finlandYinvinlandland tutbut it
was unsuccessful

after the year 1013 it is not probable
that it was visited by europeans until
columbus drew the attention of spanish
adventurers to the forgotten land

in
there is little peradventurecerad venture about

these yearlyearly voyages of the vikings
they are as much a part of authentic
history as the doings good and ill of
kings knut or charlemagne the last
writer of authority on the subject is mr
edward john payne of university col
lege oxford in the first volume of his

history of america publishedpublished a week
or twot vo ago he shows howow inevitable it
was that the norsemennorsemanNorsemen in the swing of
the great arctic current should be led
to america

their voyages are noticed in no few-
er than seventeen ancient icelandic
documents mr payne points out that
adam of bremen writing in theth
twelfth century speaks of the new-
found island in the great seas as a mat-
ter of certain knowledge from danish
sources and mentions the voyages of
Frie slanders thither in the preceding
century

the chief significance of these dis-
coveriesco sung inin sagas and pictured in
fabulous maps lies in the fact that some
knowledge of them must have been
abroad inin western europe that at all
events some remembrance of them sur

to the time of columbus
A number of fanciful attempts to iden-

tify the landing place of the norse
discoverers were made a number of
years ago at one time the old mill at
newport R I1 was pitched upon as a
ruin afb the settlement but it was found
that the mill had been built by gov
benedict arnold and this theory went
to the ground the dighton rock and
other stones scratched with indian
hieroglyphics were assumed to be
records of these norse adventurers but
a very little inquiry upset wkethe assump-
tion

there is little probability that the har-
bor into which ajami bardsen sent his
high boat will everear be identi-
fied one fact stands out of all the
latter of theories and arguments he
discovered america what part of
america he discovered is a matter of
less amount that columbus may have
heard of this vaguely as one hears the
gossip of seamen is more than possible


