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FROM THE MISSIONARY FIELDS.

The NMonongahela Valley.

Roscoe, wWashington Co.,
Pa., Aug. 1838,
“To the Editor:

One vear in Jume last 1 left my
fome in Harrisville, Utah. to labor as
a messenger of glad tidings to the
Eastern States. 1 was appointed to
labor with Eider D. P. Thomas in
Huntingdon county, Pa., till confer-
ence, after which 1 returned with
Elder J. E. 1sgreen, and labored In the
same county. Much abuse was hurled
against the Mormons at that time and
place. The newspapers denounced us
anpd advised the people to run us out
with a coat of tar and feathers. We
evenn met people who seemed willing
to take such advice. At one time we
were ordered to leave the town within
twenty-four hours, under penalty of
being severely dealt wlth. The docu-
ment . was signed by white caps. We
ignored the notice and left It with the
L.ord, who is able to destroy or save,
and remalned till we got ready to go.
We were not Interfered with.

Failing to get any public bulldings
to preach in during the winter, we
~went over into Junita county and
were the first messengers to raise our
voices in that locality in proclaiming
the everlasting Gospel.

At conferemce, Wwhich was held In
“Washington county., I got another
companion, W. E. Heller, whom 1 la-
bored with until new companions ar-
rived, after which Alpheus Rock-
wood and mysell were asslgned to la-
bor in the Monongahela Valley and ad-
jacent territory, sald to be the richest
valley in the world, We have two
branches of Saints on the river and
{heir kindness to the Elders m time
of need will long be remembered.

A npumber of the BSaints emi-
graled from this vailey to Utah last
spring, No doubt Elders of years gone
by will remember thls valtey, for az the
saying ls, we still find traces of thelr
footprints in the sand. We have
preached in school houses wherz a Iew
¥yeals 8450 the Elders were stoned out.
In this locallty prejudice is abating and
a spirit of indltterelnce hag taken pus-

ssjon of the people.

BEACNDE upon advice from Elder IKes-
jer, we have held a number of meet-
ings on the street corners In the towns
and citiea where we could get before a
farge number of people; thus far we
‘have had respect shown us hy good
order, with the exception of one place
where the Josephitea tried to Alsturb
us with thelr denunciations of the
*§Ttah Mormons.”

While traveling in the country some-
times a faint heart might get dis-
couraged after getting refused.lodging
time after time, but the Lord always
provides as long as we put our trust
irr Him and has a place prepared for
-us ahead.

In our travels in Washington county
we have passed over some historic
ground, such as the home of Sidney
Rigdon and Solomon Spaulding. The
home of the latter still stands where
the people claim the groundworl: of
the Book of Mormon was written.
The present owner very courteously
showed us the room where the manu-
geript was supposed to have been writ-
ten. The people still elalm that the
manuscript was copled by Rlgdon, and
an article appeared In one of the Pitts-
burg papers recently uphoiding and re-
jiterating the stale old theory, whiech
article we replied to, but at this writ-
ing it has not been published.

We made a special visit to the village
of Amity where SBpaulding dled, to as-
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certain how deep seated the old erron!
has on the people in that vicinity, We
taited to get a house to preach in and
concluded to visit evervy family and
have a talk with them and leave tlem
tracts. At first we met opposition.
Our tracts were refused and our testi-
monles rejected. One man advized us
not to remaln in town very long If we
wished to know what was for our best
good. 1 told him the Constitution gave
us rights that had to be respected.

The adversary did not discourage us,
for we found a number of friends iwho
did not believe the Spaulding story,
and we think in a few vears the old
theory will be relinquished altogether
right at the fountain source.

We visited Spaulding’s grave where
he wa# buried In 1816. The tomb-
stones have disappeared below the sur-
face of the ground by relic hunters.
His house, which i8 said to have becen
bullt tn 1777, is still habitabile.

The people have no account of any
of our Elders ever being there bofore.

Our fietd of labor includes Pittsbure
and vicinity, and Iif anvone have
friends in this locality whom they de-
pire us to visit, we will giadly do so, If
they will send us their names and ad-
dresses.

The "News" to the Elders 1s as indls.
pensable as a meal to a hungry esoul.

Yours reapectfully,
‘1, B. HARRIS.

South Carclina Conference.
To the Editor:

One year ago there was a grea: ex-
citement In Fairfield county caused by
two Latter-day Saints Elders who .iad
beenn laboring in this and adjoining
counties. They had made a great
number of friends and baptized several
converts of Fairfield county, and on
July 3rd and 4th, 1897, a coaterence
convened. This aroused the indlg-
nant propensities of a few of the loyal
so-called Christian patriotic sons of the
Palmetto state, not because of any
rarm that was being done nor because
of any doctrine that was being taught
which had the least appearance o: im-
morality, but for the reason Paul re-
ceived on one occasion: "This sect Is
everywhere evil spoken of,” and Dbe-
cause the people were belng called out
from Babylon to rise to a higher stand-
ard of purlty and fidelity than their
fellow creature. This aroused thelr
carnal jealousles still more and to
magnify their loyalty to American
patriotism and love for thelr feliow
Christians, on the morning of July {th,
the Latter-day Saints church was
hurned to the ground. Beveral weeks
later two of the Elders were treated
in a most brutal manner, and many
houses of Balints and friends were
searched. The authorities of the iaw
took the matter into hand, but peace
was not restored, so the Elders left the
county for a short time, leaving veng-
eance in the hands of the Lord. The re-
sults ¢can now be seen clearly, and it
bears a strong testimony that the wark
of God may be fought agalnst, but
everyone who rises up against it will
be ground to powder or at least come
to naught,

About three weeks ago Elder Ben E.
Rich notified the Elders of this confer-
ence that our general conference would
be held on August 13th and l4th,and El-
der Wayne H. Redd immediately took
steps to arrange for this happy event,
The county of Fairfleld was chosen as
the place of meeting, and though only
one year. ago It was the most bitter

neighborhood in the state, at this time
it appfars calm as a summer morn
and mob violence has entirely dlsap-
peared; many who had been our bit-
ter enemles found they had been de-
ceived, and are now our warm friends.
Friday afternoon last Elder Rich ar-

|rived, and Eilders came in from ali di-

rections, and notwithstanding that
many of them had walked more than a
hundred miles, they wore the most
plensant smliles and were the happiest
band of men that one would desire to
sce, An arbor had been erected in a
beautiful plne grove, and at 10 a.m.
Saturday morning, it was well fllled
with Sajints and friends who had come
from far and near, eager to be fed upon
the spiritual food of life, and to fncrease
their faith and renew their determina-
tions to life more saintly lives in the
future. I think their hopes Wwere not
in vain, for the principles of the Gospel
were made so plain and advoeated with
such power and simplicity that no rea-
sonable person could avold seeing the
necessity of obeyving the same.

Elder Rich spoke at the services each
day, and in his closing sermon, Sunday
evenlng, explalned the second chapter
of Daniel. Many were present who did
not belong to our Church, and they are
loud in their pralse of the logical man-
ner in whieh the Blders presented the
principles of the Gospel,

Our Priesthood meeting convened at
7 o'clock Sunday morning, where the
Elders received some valuable instruc-
tions from our president.

Elders were all assigned to their vari-
our fields of labor, and with cheerful
hearts and having their testimonlea
abundantly strengthened, they went
with full determinations to do their full
duty in proclalming the everlasting
Gospel in city. village and country.

WAYNE H. REDD,

President of Conference.

JOS, T. CARRUTH,
Clerk of Conference.

In the Keatacky Conference.

Livingston Co., Ky., Aug. 17, 1898,
To the Editor:

1 left my home on Sept. 10, 1896, for
a milssion to the Southern Htates I
was there assigned to labor in the Ken-
tucky conference, My labors have
been devoted to ‘three countles, viz.
Nelson county, Lincoln county and Liv-
ingston county. On Dec. 10, 11, 12,
1897, we held our conference for the
second tilme this year and'had a pleas-
ant time, After conference we were
assigned to our various fields of labor.
Livingston county has been our field.
Artiving here on Drec, 25, 1897, we have
been laboring here up till the present
time. Elder Chas. A. Udy and myself
have been traveling together for some
time and have met with good success.
We have just finlshed canvassing our
county and can say the people havp
treated us well In every respect. We
have endeavored to travel wlithgut
purse or scrip, believing that 18 the way
to preach the Gospel of the San of God,
and we find that the Lord open® up
the way for His servants, ‘We have
seen His power made manifest many
times.

Kentucky is noted for hospitality.
The two years I have traveled in the
state I have met with many kind-
hearted people.

We remain your brethren in the Gos-
pel, CHAS. A. CABBLEY,

CHAS. A. UDY.

Minnesota Conferencs.
Faritrault, Rice Co., Minn.,

Auguat 16, 1898,
To the Editor:

The Minnesota econference convened
In the Armory Hall at Faribault, Minn.,
on Saturday and-Sunday, August 13th
and 14th.



