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Powerhowertoto acquire perverted
until it like a greedgreedyv tiger would
destroy a flockadlock yet not be satisfied
A hungry fiend whose ever craving maw
would everything devour and chino for more
avarice thythyi greed foror gain Is cruel
the poor or rich alike become thy prey
thy restless eyeballs cast a wistful glance
upon the tiny morsel in the orphans handband yP
thou daresdarestt to take with ruthless grasp
what charity bestowed upon the poor
upon the lone defenceless widow or
on the sufferer on his bed of pain I1

with mock refinement and dissembling arts
thou art familiar these oft conceal
thy hellish purpose uunder semblance fairfait
thy stony heart a stranger

i
to remorse

would fain appropriate mamansns resting space
korwor oleneen that sacred gift of god to man
the sabbath canean escape thy coveting
thou coin the last the
labourersLabourers heart without regret or pity
the blood of millions on the battle field

havhave flowed like water to appease thy lust
thou art in league with slander sandwithind with theft
with treachery and murder thy marblemarbie
soulboul would sell the just and good for money
As did a judas by his righteous lord
thou couldcoula st destroy a lovely city yeayen
A mighty nation yea elenolenceneen a world
to gather from their ashes glittering gold
A monarch thou oer human covenantscovenantsi
andaud every filthy loathsome beast tbthatat crawlscrawn
and seeks to hide its doings in the dark
the genial light of science fades and dies
before thy blighting influence which if
no power controlled would chaos bring again
how many thou hast ruina and cast down
who but for thy corrupting sorcery
had shone forever in the path of fame
had used their mighty gifts for good
whose glorious works had like the fruitfruitfulfulfal

rain
been fullfall of inspiration from on high
to bless and happily the sons
oer whom perhaps the angels sorrowedsorrowed much
As when they wept oer fallen lucifer
but who alas from truth had turned asidoaside
As demas did for filthy lucres sake
and lost all title with all hopes ofheaven
by thee seduced and led from crime to crime
till with the damand they raised their eyes I1in

hell
shut out from peace audand joy bereft ofallaof allail

but sure as evereven shoneshong the radiant sun
or glitglitteringtring stars bespangled heavens biobighighgh

archarch
bo sure the day ofor recompense will dawn
and he tdto whom all things belong will come
will take from thee thy vast unhallowed gains
and give them to the good theth ejustjust and true
secured forever bya righteous claim
then will the earth from sin and sorrow rest
and avarice mankind nno0 more
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DISCOURSE
eyBY elder josepnjoseph f smith delivered in acthe vhf

nacle great sattsalt lake citycuy fcc 17 1867ise
1 IveryVery unexpectedly to me I1 have been

asked to stand before you for a short
time this afternoon and although to me
it is a great task to attempt to speak to
sozo many yet it is a pleasure to be able to
express my feelings in relation to the
truth I1 do not know why it should be
embarrassing or a task for me to rise be-
fore the saints for I1 feel when I1 am in
their midst that I1 am in the midst of
the people of god and my friends whose
faith is in common with and whose de-
sires to a great extent are thetho same as
my own I1 feelreel that I1 am in the midst
of those who are praying tfto the same
god desiring the accomplishment of
the same purposes and obaobjectsj ets and who
are ever willing to lend their faith and
prayers for the assistance of those who
are called upon to officiate in the min-
istry and who are not looking for a
fault norseek ng to make
for a word but whose feelings are drawn
out afteranteri the truthtruthy and whowelo desire to
hear wordsKords that will be comforting in-
structingting and beneficial to uusg all why
under these circumstances one should
feel embairembarrassedassed to rise up here is a lit
tietle singular to me and always has been
but it is so unless he who speaks is
filled with the spirit odtheof the lord to such
an extent that he cares for nothing but
god and his approval

I1 suppose that this embarrassment is
to some eftenextenteitentj owing to false notions
to pride perhaps and to feelings that
are more or less common to us all
though not founded tiponupon any correct
prprincipleinciple why should we fear one an-
otherother why should we fear to discharge
the duties devolving upon us as the ser

andands pegpeoplepippig of under any cir-
cumstancesoumcumemststancesanees arar in I1

annyariy place why
shouldshoud we fearfean to standau and speak the
truth although awareawara of ourur weaknessess
and feeling our dependencedependences on god
have we not the promise that god will
give us strength according to our day
and that lie will help those who desire
it to accomplish all the good that is in
their hearts god has made this prom-
ise and it is our duty to go forward and
engage iniins the requires of us
fearlessly and with a determination to
carry it out regardless of man god be-
ing our helperinyI1 have felt this way when traveling i

in thetile world perhaps more so thanthank it
would be possible for me to feel here 1i

for when one is thrown upon disown j

resources or I1 may say upon god for
assistance he realizes that he has but
few friends he lives nearer to god ex-
ercises more faith is more diligent in
prayer and is therefore more alive to
the duties devolving upon him than
when associating in the midst of his
friends I1 have often reflected why I1
should tremble and fear to stand before
the saints the prophet or the apostles
and let them hearheat my voice or to give
expression to my thoughts again I1
have thought was there anything in ibeme
any secret feelings that were not right
or that I1 feared were not rightaright and for
expressingexpression which I1 would be censured
and even werevere this the ceasecase how foun-
dationlessdationless is such a fear for were there
any thoughts and reflections within me
not of god or not true why should I1 be
fearful to express them where they
might be corrected would it not be
better to express them and have them
corrected than to harbor cling to and
reason upon them until I1 convincedmy-
self that they were right when to have
them corrected would perhaps prove a
Vveryery great trial to me if not my over-
throw

when I1 look at and think of myself I1
do not know that I1 now entertain or
have ever entertained a thought which
I1 would be ashamed of my friends or
the servants of god knowing I1 desire
so to live continually that my thoughts
and feelings mayway be right before god
that my heart may be pure and open to
the influences and dictations of the
holy spirit that I1 may be led wholly
by the truth and lilid the path that leads
to eternal life these should be the feel-
ings ofbeveryevery saint intheyif they are not mine
thetheyhinlhinkshouldhoui be and when I1 look at and
tthinkY of myself J feel that this is the
case yet we are all fallible all liable
to err susceptible of prejudices and as-
sailedsalleysailed by good and bad influences in
every condition of life we are more or
less liable to be influenced and con-
trolled in our thoughts and actions by
the circumstances by which we are sur-
rounded the result is we are sometimes
alive to the truth and faithful before the
lord fullfall of kindness friendship and
love towards our brethren the servants
of god and towards the work in which
we are edgagengageded and sometimes we are
lukewarmluke warm and indifferent about these
things I1 would love to see the time
when we could so live in the dajenjoymentcyment
of theelie holy spirit every moment of
our lives that no circumstance nor in-
fluencefl bence could be brought to bear against
us that would changec that even tenor
which is inspired aandnd called forth by
the influences of the good spirit

will this lime ever be while sur-
rounded by so many imperfections
clothed in mortality and subject to the
weaknesses and failings of the flesh
will the time ever be when we as apaoa peo
pie with such glorious promises privi-
legesil and rights and with such inesti-
mablemabieble blessings shall enjoy the spirit
of god to the exclusion of every other
influence that exists will we ever be
able to enjoy the spirit odtheof the lord
while in mortality to such a degree that
we can govern ourselves and not give
way one moment to an evil thought or
passionpaasion I1 do not know but this I1 do
know that we now have all that is ne-
cessary to enable us to attain to this
perfection in the truth and the know-
ledge of god if we have it not now
I1 do not believe we ever will why 71

inquires one what have we now we
have the promise of almighty god that
he will give his spirit to guide
strengthen andaand assist every individual
to accomplish all the good in his heart
if he will only come up to the standard
he has established besides this pro-
mise which the lord has made we have
the holy priesthood a powerful auxil-
iary in our hands if used properly to en
able us to overcome the evils that
surround us in the world but when
engaged in our dally avocations or tried

by poverty slsicknesskness enemies false
friendsfriendsij or when we arbare spoken evil opiof
we too often forget that we hold tildthe
priesthood that we are elders in israel

the servantsbervants of god chosen to accom-
plish his great work in the last days
the result is we regard ourselves simply
as men mixed up with and surrounded
by sinsini and we are apt to drink anto the
spirit around us forgetforget god our call-
ings and the responsibilities resting
upon us and becomebecomer like others
through giving way to evils which they
practice

I1 have seen individuals of whom we
might expect better things giveivelve way to
evils of this kind uniuntil I1 uveevehave heard
them sayjray what is religion I1 in
what isis one religion better than ano-
ther mormon jew catholic protes-
tant cormona

0orr any anand all religious denomina-
tions in the world are all after the same
thing and there are good and bad in
all and there is about as much evil
among the latter day saints as among
any other religious denomination

whymy say they look at the metho-
dists some of them are as pious good
and faithful and are as good citizens
neighbors and friends as any you will
find among the latter day saints or any
other denomination or go among the
catholics and you will find some as
honest virtuous upright and charitable
as any you will find among the latter
day saints this being their opinion
they decide that one is just as good
as another now it is true that so
far as moral worth is concerned we
may find hundreds of thousands in the
world who are honest moral and up-
right to the best of their knowledge I1
believe that among the inhabitants of
the earth todayto day notwithstanding the
vast amount of corruption and sin and
the almost universal moral degradation
there are thousands of good honest
well meaning people

so far as they have light and know-
ledge and understandtandfand the principles of
truth so far do thousands of the inhabit
tants of the earth todayto day honor them in
their lives but that does not consti-
tute them the people of iodjodgod neither
does it argue that they haveianelave thethe holy
priesthood nor that the gospel in its
purity and falness has been revealed to
them nothing of the kindklud then I1 say
that they are wanting although I1 feel
liberal in my heart towards mankind
and willing to accord this truth to the
benefit of the honest in heart yet I1 am
compelled to acknowledge that they are
lacking and because there are good
people out of this church as well as in
that does not argue that we have not
the priesthood that god is not in com
munion with us that we are not in fel-
lowship with him nor that we are not

has knosenosen through whom
to accomplish his great work in the

i latter days it simply proves what the
prophets and the servants of god have
often said that there are honest people
in the world not in this church
and for that reasonreason the gospel is preach-
ed to the nations that the honest may
be gathered into the fold and family of
joigod that they may take a part in the
building up of his kingdom in the last
days

when you compare the systems
creeds and governing principles among
the sects and religious denominations
in the world where will you find one
that is perfect or that is calculated to
lead men back to a unity of the faith
and to god where will you find a
system or a denomination of religious
peopeoplep16 in the world who have such
prinprinciplese1plespies embodied in their faith you
cannot find such a system if you go0 o be-
yond the pale of the church of jesusjesus
christ of latter day saints well
inquires one araare those principles em-
bodied in our faith Is that principle
of government here that is calculated to
uniteote not only this church but the
whole human family in one faith are
we not to some extent divided one
against another and have we not selfish
thoughts and feelings and do we not
have strife in our midst and dowedo we love
opeomeone another with a brotherly love and
act under the influence of the good
Sspirit1rit all the timepiiff we did act under its influence and
followed its dictation continually we
would be one and bickeringbieblekering strife and
selfishness would be laid aside and we
would look after and be as zealous for
our neighbors as for our own good but
we still see in our midst controversies
differdifferencedeneeened of thought and opinion one
up and another down and the samsamee
Nthinghin rregardedadded in a different light by
differentiffa persons ac iphy is this
because the gospel net has gatheredin

of every kind and because we are only
children in the school because we have
learned only the first letters as it were
in the great gospel plan and that bubutbueil
imperfectly and one bausecause of the di-
versity

di-
versify in our thoughts and reflections
is that some have had greater experi-
ence and comprehend the truth more
perfectly than others but does this
prove that the gospelel we have embraced
does not contain thoseoseoso principles neces-
sary to unite all mankind inthe truth
no it does not what are these great
princprinciplesplespies that are calculated to unite
the whole human family and to cause
them to worship the same god adhere
to the same counsel and be governed by
the same voice they are the principle
of revelation the power of god revealed
to his people the belief in the hearts of
the people that it Is gods right to ruruleruieae
and dictate and that it is not the right
of any man to say it shall be thus and
so nor are the people required to obey
these principles blindly without know-
ledge

when we learn the truth and under-
stand what is for our greatest good we
will feel in our hearts that it is gods
right to rule and reign and to say to us
what shall be and that it is our privi-
lege to obey and there will not be a
feeling in our hearts contrary to his
dictation we will then feel thatwhat-
ever is is right and in this we cannot
then rightly be called superstitious
blind or deluded for that would be im-
possible

m
because we will then belie go-

verned by higher light and intelligence 4

by that intelligence which convinces
us that god lives reigns made the
earth and all things it contains
is the father of all that we are hisJEW
children andarid that allail things are in his
hands wefe will then comprehend this
and consequently will feel that it isI1

his right to baysay and ours to do but
how is it todayto day we do not practically
comprehend these facts to their full ex-
tent our own selfish interests more or I1

less blind us we measurably stand in our
wn light and choke the channel of

blessingsIsssings from heaven and cannoeannocannot fullysully
receive from the giver off all good that
blessing exaltaexaltationtiontiou and glory that he
is ever willing to bestow upon all who
will acknowledge and love him and I1

worship him in spirit and in truth I1

this is a great and important work
one that we do not fully comprehend
when the spirit of the lord rests power
fully upon us we realize it to some ex-
tent but we do not always have that
spirit in suehsuch copious measure and
when we are leftlofb to ourselves we are
weak frail and liable ta err this shows I1

to us that we should be more faithful
than we have ever been and that day
and night wherever we are and under
whateverer circumstances we may be
placed in order to enjoy the spirit of
the gospel we must live to godcod ayob

I1

servingerving truth honoring his law and
ever manifest a vigorous determination
to accomplish the work he has assign-
ed us

I1 thank the lord that I1 have the pri-
vilege of being atsoassociatedelated with this peo-
ple and whatever men may say or do
I1 desire that the testimony of tilethe truth
may continue with me that I1 may ever
realize for myself that the gospel has
again been revealed to man on thel
earth

it seems to mabie that todayto day or jaI1
may say this present moment is as
moment of trial for this people 11I1
have often heard the president say
in relation to our having been drives
from our homes hated and mistreat-
ed by our enemies and the enemies of

truth that we warewerevere not then particu-
larly tried 10 I1 believe it I1 believe that
then we were more happy and betterbatter
alive to the work we are engaged inltd
than many are todayto day I1 believebelleve of the
tvedtwo take the period when the saints
were driven from the state of Missourmissouri
orof subsequently when we were drivedrive
from the state of illinois and compartcompari
it with the present day that todayto day D

the day of trial for this people when I1

you go along the street and meet a mat
or a woman do you know whether lit
or she is a latter day saint or not
theretheae was a time when we could wallwalia
up and down the streets and tell by tth
very countenances of men whether thelth
were latter day saints orbr not but cat
you do it now you can not unless ydyol
have greater discernment and more dlf

the spirit and power of god than I1

have why because many are trying
as hard as they can to transform thedthem i

selves in to the veryery shape chacharactercharactd
and spirit of the world elders is
israel youngsoung men mothers and dudaughlugh

in israel are conformconformingDg to the


