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someobie to be the work that joseph smith

t coped the book of mormon from isia
lamoocAamong the archives of oberlin college

VMjr fie says the belief about the book
P cir mormon being copied from the

T manuscript is absurd hesayohe says
grierey is absolutely no similarity in the

twoiwo documents

THAT mythical JUNTA

theTho periodicity of the maimon
outburst on the part of local politicians

and preachers cannot be quite soBO regu
t barly studand accurately calculated as the

J Jbv agiou of seven year locusts but it laa
considerably more frequent more ab
solol certain and just about equally
mysteriouserious as to its causescausen and effectseffeoteLynefiutt now the bubblinghub bling over grows out
of the pique and disappointment of a

s few parties with referencerele rence to the work
of the late legislature upon certain
proposed bill for some days before

J aheth end of the session dark hints and
were given forth by one or

4 two members that a malign and dread-
ful influence was being used to corn

f poIMAM the defeat or postponement of
talo measuresmeaeuree thia influence was

to be nothing more nor less
than the mailed and heavy bandoffband ot

tas mormon church Wwhichaich was
r to0 havebave selected an industrious

T jobby with the special business of corncoca
eXanding legislatorslegielatora to vote downsdown or

Vjf jhob governor to veto every bill that
cate mid lobby had net parsed upon

As stated thosethese judida
ioos woweee only whispered or hinted

at during the session itself butBUt
when at the recent general con
flofloeencevence of the church an important
twofale of discipline and conduct asan
applied tto0 high positions in the priest

theodjived was refe 89 explained and
i by the people the inutter ings

of the malcontents growgrew louder and atjitanat one otof them representative
has come out with a letter

ift40 which be makes a specific charge as
to the existence and labors of a mor
dmn committee or junta to passpasa upon

and approve or veto pending IWO
uon he has scared one paper into
soundingbounding a call upon young
utah to comenoutcome out and assert its free
lom aromrom eo domina

tion and has with inexplicable
eabe caused quite ILa number of nervous

to thick there is a burning need
5 torfor a new declaration of political lade

pendence
there isiii hardly anything serious

enough in all this to deserve explainsex planaplans
farhonj and yet the news feels anxious

it rail imes to do its part toward re
IJ roving fear promoting confidence
f and correcting

jilk his tnIDilstancatance the matter ought
toM be easywasyi for a very plain talutale
onean put the whole hideous fearful

towere are the acte legislators
business men lawyers editors mining
med all of the community in
lot olt that there waswaa danger of the
hist state legislature attempting to
cover toogoo much girougroundgirourdod mostMOBS of its
members were untried in law
yetjet all were zealous and patriotic
but new conditions existed newdow
burdensburdene had come upon the peo
pie nownew laws and methods of
procedureure were a necessity and
was an almost universal feeling

c W dangerager was notdot in doing too

but in experimenting with too much
the NEWS took this ground as early
as the opening of the constitutional
convention a year ago and never
ceased to argue and defend it up to the
vveryery alse of the recent legislative

we do not hesitate to
say further imbatthat not only have
we in these columns antagonized
many proposed laws because of the
reasons above given but the present
writer has repeatedly used personal
persuasion or influence in the same
direction others have chosen to do
likewise by resolution by petition by
employed advocates belorebefore committeescommitteee
by personal effort anything un
american servile improper in all
this

now it happens that some of the
oldest and best known citizens of the
state men whose whole lives have
been spent in the interest and welfare
of the people ana who have their pre-
sent and future prosperityuro and welfare
as closely at heart as any men possibly
can have have been asked to give their
views upon or use their influence for
or against particular bills which seemed
to be in the nature of an unnecessary
or inopportune innovation this re-
quest we repeat came not only from
legislators themselves but from others
of different parties and otof different forms
of religious belief As citizenscitizen they
hadbad the right to c imply with such
request As tried and honored mem
bersbera of thehe community it waswaa perhaps
their duty to take a personal interest in
it but they were busy men occupied
from early morning till late at night
with labors of another character
they were also leading mormonscormonsMor mons
and they might have known
and olddid know what a furore
would be raised if anybody dared
to ask them to say a word for or against
anybodyany body ses pet bill so when asked to
bestow attention upon matters with
which they were unfamiliar and which
they had no time to inform themselves
upon they invariably replied thatthai
there were in the community many
men of experience lain legislation who
knew the needs and the financial con-
dition of the people and that if sugbug
festionageet ionstiona upon any particular point
were needed such men would be in a
better position to offer them in this
there was no more thought of dictating
or coercing or dominating than this
paper has off terrifying the czar of
russia they merely desired that they
themselves be lotlet alone on subjects
which they had no time to consider

behold out of this suggestion has
grown the idea that they bajbad
appointed and setmet apart a special

to scrutinize amend
approve or condemn every bill aua
that any mormon legislator who disdie
regarded their dictum would be dealt
with ecclesiastically that in shortabort the
church was in ebe saddle antiand was
using its lash with the most slalarmingaiming
vigor this is what the N is happy
to pronounce boshboob nonnonsensemense and false
no threats were or could be made by
anybody who had any right to mmakealy
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them or at least any power to enforce
them no bill was soughtbought for to take
particular care of mormon interests
no measure was opposed because it
might hurt mornionMormons no coercion was
used or atterattemptedopted in any way and
nothing more was tried or beao

than any citizen in

the exercise of his rights as
an american could with perfect
propriety try sometimes one or two
sometimes three or four sometimessome timea
this manMAD sometimes some other maoman
would be willing to examine and give
their or his opinion of bills proposed
many were invited to do asa or to attend
meetings of legislative committees
who hadbad to decline on account of other
bustnessbusbust loesenese but we have not beard either
where the invitation was accepted or
declined that in any case was therehere
anything but the most cordial feeling
and the beat of motives shown
of the men who are spoken
of itsas having been most prom-
inent in this work two have beem
presidents of former legislative coun-
cilsails two have been speakers of former
legislative houseshouse and others were for
years members of former legislative
assemblies how many more have
been consulted by legislators and the
friends or opponents of any particular
bill we have no means of knowing and
wewe do not believe anybody can tell

in conclusion we can only say that
it was to the credit of the legisla-
ture that it was not ashamed to listen
to menman who on special subjects knewkneir
more than most of the members did
the writer takes some honorbonor to him
self for assistance of this kind ren-
dered inila more than one instance
none of them need be ashamed by rea-
son of anythingany thing that disappointed
or trouble breedbreedinging politicians may
now say there was on the part of the
mormon legislators no servility or
cringing no losslose of independence no
lack of manhood and on the part of
the mormon leaders there was not
either in act or word or thoughtthoughtw
any attempt to use improperinn proper in-
fluence in any improper way or to
do anything but what when truly un-
derstoodder stood could be eaan ely submitted to
the intintelligenceellige nee of any honest maoman
and to the fullest light of day

DR ANU

rev T C iliff of the methodistMethod tet
church is going east onoa an
mormon preaching touttour at least that teIs
the effect of hlahis announcement in the
M E church when he stated that hebe
would leave on monday to speak lain fta
number of large cities with reforeferencerenoe
to the outlook toin utah he amul
that he did not want to maybay anything
that would militate against the newueva
state and intended to be guarded luiin
his expressions but felt that he shoabraldid
speak plainly becorebe ore he went bat
be could get credit for speaking herbele
the sameearne asaa there at the same dunae
be made a speech which we are given
to understand toig aoan in tioB 0oftwwhatilaL
hebe will do in the eastbaat and ablislip
speech cannot be construedoona trued otherwise
than asaa a directadirent alleambaultaull upon tilethe mor
monMOD people

dr iliff tois a good talker but mearmany
ajmes his talking Isia ootnot good soaa abw
NEWS and itsita readers have frequently
found out we do not know whether
he will be lessleas careful in
before eastern audiences man hebe waswa
herebere hebe will hardly feel it to
be more soBO but hishia statementsotatestate menta here
are sufficient to give anaa idea of the
lines11 nea hebe toIB operating on and while
we are sorryorry he left hisbia untilabillthe day immediately preceding hie


