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rome to be the work that Josepp Smitb | but jo experimenting with tov much. |the exerclse of his rights ax
coped the Book of Mormon irom, is|The NEWS took this ground ae early |lan  American could with perfect

among the arcbives of Oberlin college.
He says the bellef about 1he Book
of Mormon being copled from the
Spanlding manuscript is absnerd. Heesays
lhere is sbsolutely no similarity in the
two doouments.

THAT MYTUHICAL *JUNTA.>

e

‘The periodicity of tbe antl.Mormon

outburst on the part of local politicians |
and preachers cannot be gqaite so regu-|
larly and sccuralely caleulnied as the |

Jn vaejon of aBeven-yesr loouste, hut it Is
considerably more freguent, more ab-.
solutely certaln and just sbout equally
myatertous a8 to its causes and eflects,
Jast now the bubbling-over grows out
of the pique acd disappointment of a
few parties with retferemce to the work
of the late Legislature npon ocerialn
proposed bille. Faor some days before
the end of the eesslon dark hinis and
snspioions were given forth by obeor
twu members that A malign and dread-
ful influence wuas belng used to com.
pass the defeat of posiponement of cer-
taln messures. Thia “isfluence’® was
claimed to be nothing more nor less
thap tbe mailed and heavy hand o
the Mormon Church, which was
alleged to ha ve selected an industrious
Jovby with the special bueloess of com-
manding legislators to vote down, or
the Governor to veto, every bill that
the said lobby had nct paised upon
approvingly. Asstated, these 1nsinn-
atloos wese only whispered or binted
st during the s=ssion itsell. But
when at the recent General Con-
ference of the Church an impurtant
rule of discipline and conduct as
applied to high positlons 1o the Priest-
bood was re-asserted, explained and
avcepted by the people, the mutlerings
of the malconlents grew louder, and at
lagt oune 'of them, Representative
Critohlow, hns come out with & letter
in which be makee a specific charge as

to the existence and labors of & *‘Mor-|

mon comuiftes of jonta’’ to pass upon
and approve or veto pending legisla-
tion. He has suared one paper into
sounding 8 call apon youug
Utah to comenput and aseert its free-
Qom from ecclesiasiical dumina.
tion, and hee with tnexplicable
ease cauped quile 8 number ot nervous
Deople to thiuk there i & borniog need
for » pew uyeclaration of political Inde-
-] ence.

. '?‘fxer is hardly anythlng serlous
snough in il this to deserve explana-
tion. And yet tue NEWS feels anxlons
at ull ¢mes to do iwp part ioward re-
moving (ewr, promoting confidence
und correcling misundersiandiog.
In - this instance the maller ought
to be easy, for & very plain tale
can put the whole nldeous, fearful
nightmare to flight.

Here are the facte: Legislators,
business mep, lawyers, editors, mining
mep, all ¢lasees of the community in
tact, jelt that there was Janger of the
first Btate Legislature stiempting to
cover too much groupd. Most of its
membete were untried 1o law-making,
set all were zealous and patrlotic.
But new conditloos exieted; new
burdens had come upon the peo-
ple; new Iaws and melnods of
prucedure were a necessily-—and there
-wae an alinost voiversal feeling that
the danger was not in doing too little

as the openiang of the Constitutionai
Convention u year sgo, and never
ceased to argue and defewd it up to the
vely clise of the rTecent legislative

mession. We do not hesllate to
'say further fthat not only have
'we in there onlumps antagonized

many propveed laws bpeoause of the
reapous sbove glven, but tbe present
writer has repesledly ueed perscnal

persusglon or influence in the same
direction. Othera bave cboesen to do
likew lse, by resolution, by petition, hy
employed ad vocates belore commmittees,

by personal effort. Anyihivg un.
Amerlean, servile, ifoproper In ali
this ?

Now, it hsppens that some of the

oldest and best-known citizens of tbe
State, men whose whole Iives have
besn ‘apent jn the interest and weifire
of the people, and who have thelr pre-
semt and future vroeperity and welfare
a8 closely at bDeari 8 any men possibly
oan have, have been asked to give their
views upon or wuse ibeir infiuence for
or against parteular bille which seerned
to be in the nature of an unnecessary
or lnopportune innevation. This re-
quest, we repeal, came notoniy from
legielators themselver, bat (rom others
ol yifferent parties and of dlfferent forms
of religious beliel. Ags citizens they
bad the right to o)mply with zuch
request, Aas tried asd bonored mem.
bers of the community it was perhaps
their duty to take a personal luterest in
it. But they were busy men, occupled
from early morning till late at night
with labors of anotbher charaoter.
They were alto leading Mormous,
and they §might bave kdown,
and did kpoow, what =& [furore
would be raijsed i/ aoybody dareug
to ask them to say a word for or against
anybody’s pet bill. Bo, when aeked to

bestow attentlon upon meatters with
which tbhey were unfamiliar, and which
they had no time to ioform themeelves
upon, they ipvariably replied that
' there were in tbe community many
men of experience in legislation who
kpew tbe neeids and the finpancial con-
dition of the people; snd that if sug-
gestions upon any particular point
were peeded, such men would be 1o &
better positlon to ofler them. Jn this
there was no more thought ot dictattog
or coercing or dominating tbuo this
paper bas ef terrifying the czar of
Russia; they merely desired that they
themseives be let alone on subjeote
which they bad no time to coneider,

Behold, cut of this suggestion has

grown the {dea that they had
appointed and set apart a special
committea to serutinize, amend,

apptove ¢r condemn every Dbill, auu
tbat any Mormon legislator who dls-
regarded their dictum would be deal:
with ecclealasticrily—tbat in short the
Church wasin the saddle and was
using iis ]ash with the most alarming
vigor. This 18 what the NEWS I8 happy
to pronounce hosh, uonrense and false.
Nothreste were or could be made by
anybody who had any right to make
them, or at least any power to enforce
them; uo bill was Bought for to take
particular care of Mormon Inoterests;
no measure was opposed becauge it
might hurt Mormone, no coerclon was
uted or atlempted In oy way sod
wothing more was trled or ac.

complisted than any oitizen In

propriely try. Bometimes one or two,
sometimes Lbhree or four, Bometimes
this man, sometimes some other mano,
weuld he willing to examine snd give
tbeir or bis opinion of vllls proposeds;
maeny ware invited to dos)orto altena
meetings of leglslative committees
who bad to declioe on account of other
busloese; bul we bave not beard elther
where the invitation was accepted or
declined 1bat in any case wae there
anything bot the most cordial feeling

anyg the best of motives shown.
0Ot the men wbo are epokem
of =8 bavinog been most prom-
inent In this work, two have buem

Preeidents of former legislative Conn-
clls, two ‘have been Bpeakers of former
legielative Houses, and others were for
years members of Jormer leglsiative
Assemblies. How many more have
been consulted by legisiators and the
friends or oppovents of any particalar
bill, we bave no means of knowing and
wa do not belleve anyhody can tell,

In couclusion we can only esy that
it was to the oredit of the Legisla-
ture that it wae pot ashamed to Jisten
to men who on special subjects knew
more thsn most of the members Jdid—
the writer takes some nomotr to blm=
gell for asglstapce of this kind ren-
dered In more thean one instance.
None ot them need be asphamed by rea~
son of enytbing that dlsappointed
or firouble-breeding’ politiclans may
now 83y, There was on the part of the
Mormon legislatora no servilty or
eringing, no loss of independence, mo
lack of manhood. And on the part of
the Mormon leaders Lthere was Dot,
elther In wscot, or word, or thought
any attempt to uss [mproper Jn-
fluence In aby !mproper way of to-
do anything but what when truly un~
derateod, could be sa ely submitted (o
the intelligence of Aoy houest man,
and to the tollest light of day.

DR. 1LIFE’S ANVI-MORMONISM,

Rev., T. C. Ilff of the Methodist
cburch is golng east on an anti-
Mormon presching tour; at leastthat is

the effect of hir aRnouncement In the
M. E. church wheu he stated that he
would Jeave on Monday to speak in &
number of large cities wilh reference
to the outlook in Uiab. He professed
that he did not want to say anything
that would militate against the new
Btate, snd Intended to be goarded im
h1s expressions, but felt that he sbonld
epeak plainly be'ore be went so'tbut
he could get '‘credit for speaking bere
the same as there.’”” At tbe same time
be made a speech wWhich we are given
to anderstand {8 an intimation of what
be will do in the Eust. And ihis
speech cannot be construed gtherwise
than as a direct assault upon tbe Mor-
mon people, -

Dr. 1Iift 18 2 good talker, but reny
times his taiking is not good, ae the:
NEWS sod it readers have frequently
found oul. \We do not know whether
he will be leas careful In hisexpressione
vefore ensiern audiences than he wans
tere—he will hardly teel it necessary to
be more so. But his stalements bere
are sufficlent to glve au ides of the
lines be isoperating on. And wnile
we are esorry be left his speech until
the day jimmediately preceding him




