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his pystem. It would be just aslogical
to assail Queen Victoria becsuse the
same does not prevail 1n Hindostan.

Mr. Btead graphically portrays the
Russian ruler’s position s follows:
“Nominally the Czar fs the Viceger-
ant of the Almighty; his will is om-
nipotent throughout the whole of
Northern Asia and Eastern Europe;
hia slig hteat word has the force of law,
There exists no institution with au-
thority to withstand bhis ukase, nor js
there within the whole of his vast do-
minions a noble or demagogue among
sll his subjects whom he could not
destroy with a wave of the hand. The
greatest army in the world would
march unhesitatingly even to defeat
And destruction if he chose lo lift his
finger, and upon the mesnest income
of the poorest of bis pensant subjects
he cap levy whnttax he pleases. From
Archangel to Odessa, from St. Peters-
burg to Viadivostock, there exists vo
journaljst upon whose pen the Czar
does not keep control; nor is there any
department -of human activity, re-
ligious or secular, In which the Czar
hns not the sovereign right of arbitrary
fotervention.*

Notwithstendlng this inearnation of
absclution which the Czar presented to
Mr, Btead, the impression left in the
Iatter’s mind after aclose study of Rus-
sln, Its people nnd ita ruler, was, that
the Czar {2 Impotent, not ownipotent.
Even if he desires to transplant west-
ern civilization on Russlan eoil, he
could not do it. Peter the Great could
not do it. If George Kenoan were
made Czar tomorrow he could not in-
troduce the Lallot box, the House of
Hepresentatives, or the Constitution
of the United Btates, simply because
the people would not aci:ept them, nor
know how to use them. The City
Counctls of Moscow and BSt. Peters-
burg are more or less representative io-
stitntione. But the people take no in-
terest whatever In them, Even the
members can not be persunded to at-
tend regularly, nnd frequently wo busis
ness can be traneacted for want of a
quorum, The rural assembilies are
somewhat of the eame pattern, and
when established it waa thought they
wouid makeaconnecting link between
ruler aod ruled; butthey are having
the contrary effect. The people would
ignore them altogether were It Dot for
thelr being subject to fines 1f delegates
are not sent. Even the delegntes would
ool attend, but they tuo can be pun-
Ished; therefore they attend and at the
same time protest ngainst the griev-
ance, i

Ak to the Jewiah gnestion, the Czar
honestly believes that the Jew is the
social and economic cancer of his em-
pire. In this beltef heia supported by

the people at large, and his attitude on
the matter secures for him n certain
populagity, [f be desired to extend
toleration, the penple would not enter-
tain the jden.

Mr, Stend sees 1o the Btundist" muve-
ment a change for Ruesia’s aalvation.
The Btundists are the religious re-
formers of thecountry, and are similar
to the dissenters of England some
two centuriles ago, They are so called
from the QGerman word sfunde
a0 hour—hbecause thelr rellylous serv-
lce lusts exactly that brief time., They
do pot believe In the established
church, and make the Bible their rule
of faith, They are belng haraseed and
persecuted on every haud,but they are
Inereasing, especlally among the pea-
sant population.

Mr. Btead’s article 1s really sn in-
structive production. The Czar him.
selfl might read it with profit, nnd flod
that it was written not by an English-
man, nor & Frenchman, but by a citi-
zen of the world. Even the Jews and
the Russlan people might peruse it
with advantage.
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A LESSON IN TEMPERANCE.

THE members of the Western Asuo-
clation of Californin Pioneers have
done themereives honor. At their
banquet in Chleago, held for the pur-
pose of celebrating the forty-third
auniveraery of the finding of gold near
Sacramento, they t ad a splendid time.
They made speeches and told interest-
ing storjes about their pioneer experi-
ences, All were in high spirits, but
this was not the result of pouring
spirita down their throats, but the con-
trary. At the bangnet there was
nothing drinkable of mp intoxicating
character., As n result the speeches
and nnecdotes were not ipspired by
whisky,but came frem clear, unfevered
braine, in n normal condition—the best
stute for n genulne ‘*‘feast of reason??
and a “flow of soul.”

The ccmmon custom of nssociating
public bapgquets with intoxicants ae
well as feasting ought to be discouraged,
We hope that, in this Imitative age,
the example of the California Pioneers
will have B ealutary eftect. The way
they celebrated an important event in
the history of this country ought to be
8 profitahle object lesson.

THE POLITICAL SITUATION.

It is amusing to watch the perplexity
of persons who, a few days ago pre-
tended that they would rather have
statehood than the su-called *‘home
rule?’ measure. They have placed
themselves in n peeuliar position.
Their arsertions aboat statehood were

a little premnture. They did not
suppose that the Republicans were sp
ready to take the Utab difficulty by‘
the bit, and turn it in the way that
would best serve their party. The
Teller bill has staggered them, and
they scarcely know whether to fight
it a8 well a8 the Fauikner bill, or (o
let matters take their course withgut
opposition.

We hope nelther of these bills will
provoke that bitterness of feeling
which engenders misrepresentatiou
and abuse of the masses of the people
of Utah. They are not responsible for
either of these propositions, Of the two,
we bulieve they would prefer the ep-
abling act,even if the dates coniained
in it were changed eov as to defer state-
houd to n more distant time. They
would then have sumething deflnite
before them. Bo would the minority.
Both political parties could make
proper efforts to “‘ediate’ the My
mon* people, which they claim to be
one of their chief objects.

Atthe same time we must a8ay that
in our opinion the Teller bill, as it
stande, gives nll the time that 18 neces-
sary for every purpose. However,
there are seme who do not view it in
that way and ‘think the masses are pot
rendy for statehood. But there is a
good denl of nonsense and misconsep-
tion about the people in our country
districts, They are much better versed
in political matfers thau fs generajly
supposed. One paper has stated that
they do mnot know how to cop-
duct 8 political gathering, If this
means that they do Dot make
8 bear garden, or & bedlam, or a smok-
ing and drinking, shoutjng and yell-
lng pandemonium of a political assen-
‘bly, perbaps it Is correct, But thege
is not a village in Utah of 8 size to
glve it fauirly that appellation, where
political meetinge are uot and have net
been held for years, conducted under
poriinmentary rules and characterized
by order, intelligence and ibatructive
speeches and discussions.

As hetween the two natlonal par-
tiea there remugpn n doubt inthe minds
of many. The tarifl’ and
silver gquestions, the line between
the legitimate and proper powers of
the nationsal government snd the Biute
governments, nod & fow questions that
are supposed to be sharply deflped
points of difference between the two
Jgreat parties, are as yet unsettled in
their minds, and” on these they want
more light, “Educatlion” will come
in here, profitably. But we do uot
hear much real argument for their
beneflt from either party. Bubjecia
that have no legitimate bearlng are
dragged in, snd attucks are made from
either side which exhibit more in-




